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To the Right Honourdhe 


the Lady Diana Aling- 
ton, the Bleſſings of the 
upperand nether Springs 
be multiplyed. 


Madam, 
Here great Debts are con- 
trated by mſolvent perſons 
it is uſual to compound for a little ra- 
ther then loſe the whole. The many 
great and undeſerved favours you 
have conferred upon me have ſo far 
outdone, not only my power to merit, 
but my capacity to requite, that un- 
leſs your Honour will admit me to 
ſome ſmall compoſition, and ſo to pay 
as I am able by a grateful acknow- 
ledzment, I muſt always be in arrea- 
raze to your Nobleneſs, beingno other 
way ſolvent then by hearty reſentment, 
I know Madam, it is no pleaſure 
A 3 to 


Mat. 15. 27. 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
to you to bear of your name from the 


houſe-top, who have ſo carefully kept 


ſecret the works of your Right hand 


from the knowledge of your Left. 
Let them therefore ſtand recorded in 
the Prayers of your Favourites, and 
more durably in the notices of God 
until that day comes that ſhall both 
reveal them, and reward them. Por 
the time of divulging ſuch matters to 
the world (as Mr. Ambroſe ſaid in 
an Epiſtle to your Honourable Grand 


father) will be beſt at the end of it, 


and beſt done by him who ſhall ren- 
der to every one according to his 
works. 

In the mean time being importu- 
ned to make this diſcourſe publick, to 
whom ſhould I Dedicate it but to 
your Honour ? That you may not 
altogether miſcarry in the purchaſe, 
who have bid ſo high for the unprofi- 
table reſpefts of one made very m- 
conſiderable 


0 
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conſiderable by the preſent complexion 
of ties and pravidences, but much 
more by his own perſonal unworthy- 
neſs. 

The thing, Madam, which this 
treatiſe hath im deftzn is to vindicate 
and promote (if God will ſpced it to 
that purpoſe) Obedience to the great 
Redeemer of the world im all, eſpe- 
cially in younz ones, in a true and 
timely ſubjettion to his Yoke. It 
being the great and open ſin of the 
preſent day, to profels him in 
word, but in works todeny him, 
by fuch as the Holy Ghoſt brands 
with the infamous Charafler of abos 


minable 3 diſobedient, and ro Tn. ®. 2 


every good work void of judg- 
meat. Never was that of the Pro- 
phet more verified then by the children 


of this Generation, He is delpiſed a. 53. 3. 


and rejected of men. Not only 
by Jews, Heathens and Maho- 
A 4 metans, 


a i. te. Wy 
. 


Jer. 5. 4- 
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metans, but (which is more ſad) 
even by Chriſtians (if they deſerve 
that name) almoſt of all ſorts. It 
is not only the ſm of the poor, that 
they are fooliſh, and have not 
known the way of the Lord; 
but of the great men alſo, who though 
they have known the judgment 
of their God, yet they have al- 
together broken the Yoke, and 
burſt the bonds. The. wile 
ſlight Religion as a fooliſh thing ; 
The Nobles of the Earththink them- 


ſelves degraded by ſtouping to this 


yoke : The Rich men that ſhould 
count all things dung for Chriſt, do 
prefer the dung and droſs of the 
earth before this Pearl of price. 
The Voluptuary will not be per- 


ſwaded to leave his Jwiniſh delights 


for all the pleaſures of Godlineſs. Oh 
how few are the ſincere followers 
of the Bleſſed Jeſus ! This is, and 
: ought 


—_ 
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ought to be for a lamentation. 

Our lot 4s caſt m a very brut- 
iſh age, wherem reaſon # buryed im 
fenſe, judgment extinguiſhed m ap- 
petite, and wickedneſs reigns with res 
putation ; He who dares not be pro- 
fane is a coward, and that us but a 
dull ſoul that cannt burleſque the ſa- 
cred Scripture, and make a jeſt mm 
Bible. Or if be sills not to direct 
the poyſonous arrow of a ſpiteful 
tongue at the Religion and Worſhip 
of Jeſus Chriſt be is no ingenuous Ars 
cher. So that our times are much of 
the complexion of thoſe which Sene- 
ca unmaſking the face of their cor- 
rupt State, doth thus decypher, The 
news of Rome take thus, the 
Walls are ruined, the Temples 
not viſited, the Prieſts are fled, 
the Treaſuries robbed, old men 
are dead, young men are mad, 
Vices are Lords over all ; The 
Dittator 


Nechem. 3.* 
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Diftator faults the Conſul ; the 
Conſul chides the Cenſor, the Cen- 


for blames the Pretor, and be- 
cauſe no man will acknowledge- 


himſelf in fault, we have no 
hope of better times. 

Madam, what an honour #5 it to 
you, when the days are thus evil, 
to be devoted in heart and ſoul to Tee 
ſus Chriſt ! Tt is recorded to the ever- 
laſting renown of Joſiah, that good 


2 Chron-34, Prince, that while he was young 


he began ro ſeck after the Gad 
of his Father. So did your Honour. 
Goodneſs is no diminution to great- 
neſs. On the other hand it is charg- 
ed as a reproach upon the Nobles of 
; Judah, That they put not their 
necks to the work of the Lord. 
Greatneſs gives no immunity from 
ſervice. Nay the higher God hath 
exalted you, the-more you become a 
Debtor to his goodneſs, The God 


in 


- < Tm CIS 
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in whoſe hand thy breath is, Dan. . 2z- 


and whoſe are all thy ways haſt 
thou not glorihed, Was a ſad 
charge brought againſt one greater 
then your Honour. It ss the ſtand- 


mg law of Heaven, To whom- Luk. 12. 48. 


ſoever much is given, of them 
much {hall be required. Where 
Jour Honour allows the greateſt wa- 
2es, there you expett the greateſt fi- 
delity and ſervice ; and ſo doth the 
great God. 

Wherefore Madam, let holi- 
nels to the Lord be written u pon all 
your Honour, and all your enjoys 
ments, whatever is intruſted with 
you ought to be deyoted to him, or 
it can never. be rightly injoyed, 
nor duly improved. God hath 
honoured you to be the fruitful mo- 
ther of hopeful children, but remem- 
ber Madam, that as they derive ho- 
nour from your loyns in regard of 
Jour 


Eph. 2. 3- 


Joh. 1. 13- 


nour have thoſe pleaſant branches 
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your Station in this World, ſo they 
derive guilt and pollution upon ano» 
ther account, And what is world- 
ly honour ſtamed with a damning 

uilt 2 which makes them children 
of wrath even as others. 

There ts a nobility that is Divine, 
and of a Heavenly Original , 
which hath Religion for the Root, 
and God for the top of the Kin. 
In compariſon of which all other No- 
bility is but an empty ſhadow, and 
all worldly grandure but as thoſe aps 
ples that grow upon the banks of the 
dead Sea, which under a tempting 
out ſide contain nought but duſt. This 
honour derivesnot from the firſt birth, 
but the ſecond, and is peculiar to 
them only who are born not of 
blood, nor of the will of the 
Fleſh, nor of the will of man, 
but of God. Would your Ho- 


thus 
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- thus inobled > I know it us the matter 


of your Prayers, and let me beg you 
to joyn thereunto your utmoſt indea- 
vours by a ſtrift and pious educati- 
on ; the common Want of which hath 
ſtained the preſent age with as de- 
bauched a Nobility and Gentry 
as ever any time brought forth. And 
Madam, if to all this you ſhall add 
the winning motive of your on ex- 
ample, ſo walking m all the Precepts 
of Chriſt, and in all the virtues of 
the Holy Spirit, that they may be 
won into the ways of God by the 
beauty of your feet, O what an ho- 
nour aud rejoycing would this be to 
you in the near approaching day of 
Chriſt Jeſus. Flow many children 
have been brought mto love with the 
ways yo God by the holy example of 
Godly Parents. And many more 
have periſhed by the contrary, who 
are now curſmg the Parents that be- 


gat 
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gat them, and the loyns that brought 


them forth. 
T no way doubt of your Honours 
ready acceptance of this Preſent, how 
mean ſoever it be ; Seemg it is a 
great bravery of mind as well to ac- 
cept lictle kindneſſes (from them that 
have no better withm their reach) as 
to confer great ones ; For as by the 
latter you oblige love, ſo by the 
former you incourage duty. Thus 
the full Sea ſtocks Clouds richly, 
while they pay azam but by drops. 
We have a pattern of it in God him- 
felf, who as be gives the greateſt 
Boons, ſo he doth not diſdam the 
leaſt returns, though they are made 
Lok. 27. % mn Mites. Goats hair and Rams 
" $kins are as accebtable an Offering 
from them that were no better provi- 
ded, for the building the Taberna- 
Faod-23-4 cle, 45 Purple and Scarlet, ſo 4s 
” it came from a willing heart. 
Aadam, 


— 
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Madan, it is for the compleat- 
ing the Temple of God m your ſoul 
that this Offering 1s made ; and 
though it is neither Purple nor 
Scarlet yet, ſuch as it is, it comes 

om 4s willing a mind as ever Iſra- 
elite offered, from him that brought 
Gold and Silver, to him that 
brought Goats hair and Rams 
Skins. And if your Honour be 
diſpoſitioned like my Maſter you will 
accept of payment m Mites, where 
it is the urmoſt and the All that is 
within the reach of a ſhort arm. But 
though it cannot reach ſo far as 1 
Would, Prayer can ; For how inca- 
pable ſoever we are of other offices 
ph reſpet# and gratitude, yet im 

rayers and good Wiſhes we ſtand 
next to immenſity and inhinite- 
neſs. And it is nothing leſs then 
the great things of both worlds ſum- 
med up in the bleſſed injoyment of God 
himſelf 


— . Md 
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bimſelf  Þere much, and hereafter 

:hat can be at anſwer 
\pho without ceaſmg 
te Father of 0W 
Chriſt for this BleſSmg 
and your Ho- 


Honoured Relations , 


4s becomes 


Sep 683. 
Madam» 
Your Honours highly 
obliged and humbly 
devoted Servant 


MattheW Mead. 


The Epiſtle to the READER. 


Good Reader, 
Hough thy concern lies 
not much in knowing 
the reaſon of the publication of 
this Treatiſe, yer it may nor be 
amils to ſes thee this ſhort ac- 


count of ir. That in April 
1674, A Gentleman (who was 
till then a ſtranger to me) came 
with an earneſt requeſt that 1 
would undertake the Preaching 
of a Sermon yearly on every 
Mayday to the younger people. I 
deſiring to know his reaſon why 
to them, rather then to others ? 

and why.on.that day rather then 
upon any .other ? he told me, 
that it had often been the gricf 
of his Soul to behold the viti- 
ous and debauched practiſes of 


Nouth on that me of liberty. And 


did 


The Epiſtle 
did hope that many might be 


induced, either by their own 
inclinations, or byihe- coun- 
ſels of their Parenty; cor! Maſ- 
ters, rather to ſpend 'their time 
in hearing a Sermon; then in 
drinking and. gaming &c. by 
which means many might be 
converted and ſaved. The des 
{ign being, ſo honeſt; - and the 
reaſon ſo cogent, I was per- 
{waded to comply with it : and 
began upon the following May 
Daz, and ſo it hath' been conti- 
nued eve fince and þ may fay 
it, notin any: boaſt, but to' the 
praiſe of” the glory of. the grace 
of God, with grearrfuccels, i-1: 

On May-day 1 68071 rook'the 
Scripture here inſiſted on forthe 
ſubject ob my diſcourſe ; and 


having then ſhewed the great 


advantage of bearing the Toke 


— —_ - 


of 


to the Reader, 
of »ffliftions, and alſo the Toke 
of the Spirit in convittion of ſin in 
youth ; I did promiſe (God 
granting life and liberty ) to 
treat of the Joke of Chriſt in cons 
Verſion in the next Anniverſary 
courſe. But before that da 

came I was much ſollicited, bor 
by young and old, (they beſt 
know why) to make publick 
the farſt Sermon which I had ſo 
Preached ; and it was fairl 

tranſcribed, and ſent to me by 
ſeveral hands for that end ; 
which yet I judged very im- 
proper : but to anſwer their 
importunity I did promiſe that 
when I had finiſhed the fiibject, 
I would comply with their de- 
ſires And therefore finding 


that I could not compals my des 


- fignin the ſecond May-daycourle, 


I did for ſome Lords days fol- 
lowing 
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lowing infiſt on the , ſame ſubs 
ject, till I had finiſhed it : And 
that thou hadſt it no ſooner the 
Bookſeller is accountable, and 
not I, However if it may be 
of any adyantage to thy foul 
in breaking off the yoke of fin 
and luſt, and bringing thee un- 
der the yoke of Chriſt ; it 
comes in good time, and to 
good purpole. And when 
thou findeſt this benefit by ir, 
then pray for him that loves 
thy ſoul, and delires thy Salva- 


tion, and therein is 


November I 5. 
1682, 


Thy Real Friend 
Matthew Mead. 
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Early Obedience; 
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LAMENT. iii. 27. 


It is good for a man that he bear thi 
G Toke in his Youth. 
F 8... F Ee 


CHAP. I. 


Somewhat Procmial. The Toke explamed, what 
it is Literally taken, what Met aphorically. 


J HE Apoſtle tells us that great i 1 Tit. 3- 
« the Myſtery of Godlineſs; andit is 14+ 
; ſo, not only in credendis, the 


| things which are to be believed, 
dutin agendss, the rhattersthatrelate to pra- 
thice. There are Myſteries in the Precept 
as well as in the Promiſe. . If a man be com- Pal, $4, 
nanded to caſt his burtheti upon the Lord, # 
Then he himſelf hath | one to bear 5 atid = 
£ne 


ot 
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Matth. 11, the Lord Chriſt lays a burthen upon every 


JO» 


Believer ;- where he is a Redeemer, he ſets 


Rev: 2-24+ the ſoul free from every Tokg.it is under, and 
John 8.36- if the Son make a man free, be is then free n= 


1 Cor. 9. 
21» 


Rom. 56. 
1,2. 


Luke 1. 
"4z 15* 


Rom.5.19, work and our Maſter , As 


deed. And yet none are mpre under the Toke 
than the, Lords Teeny bei not without 
Law, but under the Liew \o Chriſt. When 
he takes off one, he puts on another, Take 
my Yoke upon you, Matth. 11. 29. 

Though Chriſt breaks our Ferrers, yet he 
brings us mto Bends; though he delivers ys 
from thraldom and ſlavery, yet not from du- 
ty ; he redeems us from the power of fin, 
but not from the power of the Precept : 
and therefore to argue from liberty to licen- 
tiouſnels, .is a kind of Logick found only in 
the Devil's School, Shall we continue un {in 
that Grace may abound ? God forbid, - The 
right reaſoning is from mercy to duty, Te 
are bo::ght with a price ; therefore plorifie God 
in your Body, and your Spirits, which are Gods, 
1 Cor. 6. 20, 

Redemption and ſervice are, in the de- 
ſign of the Goſpel, linked together, That 
we being delivered out of the hands of opr ene- 


mies might ſerve him without fear, in hbofineſ) + 


and righteouſneſs before him all the days af our 
life. The freedom purchaſed by Chriſt 
makes. ſervice neceſlary ; for he quits us of 
our burden, but not of our obedience; he doth 
not ſet us free from ſervice, but changes out 


your members | ſervants to uncleanneſt, and ti 
ruquity unto miquity 3,even ſo now yield yo 


if 


F 
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have yieldei; © 


The Gaed of Far. Qeayare 
members ſervants to raghteouſng(s, unto holineſs: 
8o-that ye are Servants {till, . Jt was The inte- 
reſt of the Fleſh agd fle(þly luſts that was 
ferved before, but now it is ths intereſt of 
God and holineſs; the freedom then is from 
the Government of the God of this Wotld, 

' Who rules in the Children of diſobedience, unto 
a voluntary ſubmiſſion and relignednels to 
the Divine conduct ; from the brutilh drud- 
gery of lin, to the excellency of ſuch an Em- 
pire, whoſe Precepts carry their own reward 
with them , beſides the Glory that enſues. 
ho then the Toke that hath a curſe in it,; that 
Chriſt hath took off, but the Yoke of obedi- 
ence that he hath calPd us $9 put.on s and 
herein be hath excellently accommodated 


-ahings tothe great. advantage of man. For 


as1It is his miſery and burthen $0 be under 


- the former Joke, (which, what it is, I ſhall 


: 


Epheſ. 4; 
2. 


Ffal. 19, 
I: 


ſhew anon) .ſq it. is as much his intereſt and; © 77, 


happineſs to be under the latter; and there- . 
fore the caxlior he takes it up; the ſooner he 


- 
o*® 


begigs:ta be happy. Ut 4s good fur & mar 7 


that he bear the Toke in his Touth. £565 
I ſhall.not ſpeak any thingof this Book In 


penning it, which. is ſoragybatonuat;; 
each Chapter (the laſt only excepted) > 


ing penned -Jccording to the Onder in which 
the Letters ſtand in the Hebrew Alphabet, 
as ſome of the Pſalms of David ate, Far. what . 


| . reaforl the Spirit of God Gould; digeſt the 
_ Pet-wwan of if this way, if 


datbrogt. ADprer- 
#ois txbours to find ovt greag wyſteries tn 
Z B 2 4 


. general, only a Jitthe about the mannet #f ----;. - 


4 The Good of Early Obedience. 
it, but doth but beat the Air. This way of 
writing ſeems to be very uſeful for the hel 
of the memory, and may ſeem to hint as if 
God would have ſuch Scriptures iarly 
remarked and remembred, and is the . 

. "beſt reaſon I can giye. 
But whereas the firſt, ſecond and fourth 
Chapters begin with a ſingle Alphabet, the 
ſeveral Verſes beginning with ſeveral Letters 
in their Order, this third Chapter conſiſteth 
- ofa threefold Alphabet, every three Verſes 
in courſe beginning with the ſame Letter. 
This Text, which I have pitched upon, 
falls under the Letter [VJ which Hierome 
makes to ſtand for I!D,, which {ignifies 
Good; and accordingly the 25th, 26th, and 
the 27th Verſes do all begin in the Hebrew 
with the _ Ti _ c——__—— 
0 in the 25th Verſe, Tobb Jeho- 
W7 mw Iv 4 Lekovan I Good is the Lord to 
them that wait for _ : mn ba 
the 26th Verlie, vejah- 
DOM PM 2M jj} edomam. It is good a man 
uld both hope and quietly was. 
fo pay Aa ſo here in the Text, Tobh 
80707 0217 210 ebher Ksjiſſa gnol bingnor aig. . 
@ V'NW22 7 Good for a man that be bear the yoke 


in his youth. 

"" The onlydifficulty in the Text that needs 
explaining is, What Toke it is that is here 
meant, 

The Toke is ſometimes taken Literally, 

and ſometimes Metaphorically. 

A Literal Toke is an Inſtrument of Wood | 

or |! 
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or Iron fitted to the Necks of Creatures, 
either to tame them, or work them, or pu- 
niſh them. Theſe are the three chicf uſes 
of the Toke : 

Firſt, lt is for the taming of wild Beaſts, 
and making them trattable, 7he Yoke and the 
Collar bow down the hard Neck, Fccius 33. 
25. Ephraim complains of himſelf, As 4 
Bullyck unaccuſtomed to the Yokg, Jer. 31. 18. 
that is, untamed and unruly. 

Secondly, It is an Inſtrument of labour, 
by which Beaſts do draw burthens, Det. 21. 
3. Take an Heifer that hath not drawn in the 
Yoke. And hence ye read in Scripture of a 
Toke of Oxen, 1 Sam. 11. 7, Lakg 14. 19. bo, 


gum Bo« 


un, from TOY niph NDYI copulavit. And fo in the Greek 2nyG- 
Booy, Zuyds quaſi Ney&, quia oft Joiy d'ywyih 


Thirdly, Itis is an laſtrument of puniſhment, 
Deut 28. 48, Thou ſhalt ſerve thine Enemies 
in hunger and in thirſt, and in nakedneſs and in 
want of all thin and be ſhall put a Yoke of 
Iron upon thy _ witil he hath deſtroyed thee, 

Theſe are the nſesof the Literal T oke. 

But then there is a Mer aphorical Toke, and 
ſo it is uſed in Scripture, and that both ina 
Civil, and a Religions ſenſe. 

Firſt in a Civil ſenſe, and fo it is uſed tro 
ways. | Ry 

Firſt, For a Condition of "7 
Wedlock is called a Yoke, (and it js ſo t60 £0nj4giuh 
truly to many, that know no mogg how to _ 
bear i it, than how to break it.) In this ſenſe = =_ 


uni quo Vir & Uxor fimul junguntur, Polan, 
B 3 many 


w_ 
- 
— S—_ a 


as when 
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TheGreek many take that of the Apoſtle in 2 Cor. 6. 14.” 


is 8T629- Be ye not unequally yoked together with Unbelte. 


CvyirT% yers, And hence a Husband or a Wife'is 
Beaſts of called a Toke-fellow, But this is not the Toke” 
divers in the Text, for it is ridt good for a man to 
kinds, as bear this Toke too ſoon, 'as many do that 
an Ox and make more haſte than goott ſpite, coveting / 
w _ .*" the condition before they ubderſtand the 
bienefand duties of the relation, and ſomarry in haſte 
ſtature, and they repent at leiſure.” —__ 
draw toge» _, "66" bS, : 

ther, the Yoke cantiet {ye tqually oh both. Art'in this che\Apa- 
ſtle checks marching with Infidels. - Quam mgle Wequales vartunt: 
ad Aratra Zuvencs, 'Qvid.: Epiſt. |, Dare yot to yoke thy ſely with 
ct mimed Heiſer, that bears got Chrijt;s Joke, faith a Divine, © , 


Scctrallyy kabour. andy abegienca of Scr- 
vants+q har Maſters 8 gated. a Tort fort 
as many Servants as are under the yokr, count 
their Maſters worthy of *Wit Banowr, 1 Imnis. 
I, Cuntler. the yoke] ;.:e, c#ll-d "ro be Sets 
vafits ; indeed every - Calling is a Toke, 
And certajn]y i iz 7vd# for' every one to bent 
{hit yoks" 14 rheir youth, \It is an excellent. 
thing that young ones'ſHgbld be bred vp in 

ome ſuitable Calling, ahd'therebyinured to 
labour and induſtry betim&s/”/ 'Fot 1: know 
Gcn. 3-19, none exempted from ehat' Law. of God,” bn 
the ſweat of thy brows ſhalt thou eat - thy 
bread. | 
God made not the Wet1d-to'be a Nurſe. 
ſery of idletiefs; Creatures: void 'of life are 
ſerviceable in their places. © The Suniis Gal- 
led Shemiefh, from a (bulder Ront , which 
fignifies to minilter ; becavfe the Sun is, in 
miniltring 


z 


IP 


þ-* 


2 X'S ww oh. HH 


miniſtring light , a Servant to 
World, The Angels are always 
working, and ſo is Feſus Chriſt, 
and fo is God himſelf. Chrilt 
ſays, The Father workgth hitherto, 
and I work, John 5. 17, Nay 
the Devils are never idle; 1o 
that an idle perſoa cannot find a 
pattern either in Heaven or Hell, 
God who hath appointed a_time 
for every thing under the Sun, 
never did allow any time for fin 


The Good of Barly Obedience. 7 


the whole 


UBAY Chald. in Pabe! 
miniftravit, inde QQW 
Sol, fic diftus quod in ad- 
mini/lrando lumine tots- 
us Mundi miniſter fit. 


One being asked, Who 
was the moſt vigilant 
Biſhop in all his Dio- 
ceſs? anfwered, The 
Devil, Nunquam dormi- 
tat, ſemper vigil Sy- 
nagoge ſug Epiſcopus 


and floth, Though he ſays, My- : 
Sy weetwvzre, Be careful for nothing ;, yet Phul. 4-6. 
he hath no where ſaid, Mais Tore, Do no- 
thing. There is a threefold care mentioned 
in Scripture, the care of the head, which is 
providence; the care of the hand, which 1s 
diligence ;, and the care of the heart, which 
Is diffidence, Now though the care of the 
heart be forbidden, yet the carc of the head 
and the hand is commanded, To be diffident 
then, and diſtr«ſ#fud, that is a ſin; but tobe 
provident and diligent, that is a Duty. 

The Lacedemonians made idleneſs aftiona- 
ble in their Courts, and by Solox*'s Law ſuch 
were to ſuffer death. And our Law ſuppoſes 
all to be of ſome Calling, not only Men buc w 
Women, and the young Ladies too; and 


, therefore it calls them, during their Virgin 


eſtate, Spinſters. But alas! the viciouſneſs 


- and degeneracy of this Age hath forfeited 


the Title, many can card, but few can ſpin ; 
and therefore you may write them, Carders, 
B 4 Dancers, 
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Dancers, Painters, Ranters, Spenders, rather 
than Spinſters. Indultry is worn out by pride 
and delicacy, the Comb and the Looking- 
Glaſs poſſeſs the place and the hpurs of the 
Spindle and the Diſtaff; and their great buſi- 
neſs is to curl the Locks, inſtead of twiſt- 
ivg Wool and Flax : So that both Males and 
_ are prepared for all ill impreſſions, 
y the miſchief of an idle education, 

Indeed meaner perſons are forced to put 
their Children to Trades for an after ſubſi- 
ſtence, but the Nobility and Gentry of the 
Nation are in this thing the ſhame of it; it 
js reckoned below a Perſon of Qyality to be 
a Mechanick; and therefore how many, that 
might otherwiſe have been uſeful in theic 
Generation, are bred up in idleneſs, and fo 
fit only to be reckoned among the Vermine 
of the Earth ! whilſt they live only to eat 
what others earn, and inſtead of proving 
the Pillars, they prove the Caterpillars of the 
Nation: and it is ſelclom but that idleneſs and 
wickedneſs go together. Thou wicked and 
ſlothful Servant, ſaid our Lord Chriſt, Marth. 
25. 26. AndIpray who are the moſt vici- 
ous and debauched part of the Nation, but 
young Gallants, who have no Callings to 
yoke them ? Who haunt the Drinking-houſes, 
the Play-honſes, the Brothel-houſes, ſa 
much as they ? Who are the Corrupters of 
others, the Scoffers, the Duellers, ſo much 
as they ? So greatly doth an idle life expoſe 
to the Devils malice, and *fpoſe to the De. 
yils ſervice. It is good therefore that eyery 
| one 
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one ſhould bear this Toke in their youth, that 
young ones of all ſorts ſhould be trained up 1n 
ſome honeſt Calling. For Therefore 
| um probibeatur, & —_—_— 4 
1 i counſel, Otium probi , 
_— jc neceſſnas / z vitanda tft nr 
e4litas. 
1. This will moce fit them for hardſhips 
and ſufferings. Idleneſs cauſes delicacy and 
tenderneſs, and that is no ſuffering quality. 
t will be dreadful when the Lord ſhall paſs 
ver your fair Neck, as it is ſaid of Ephraim, 
"Hoſ. 10. 11. 1 paſſedover upon her fair Necks 
that is, 1 put « Toke upon her, viz. a Toke of 
flering, an Iron Toke. And if ſuch a day 
ſhould come upon England as upon Ephraim, 
h! how will thoſe Necks that haye been 
Thained with Gold and Pearl, be able to 
Frear an Iron Yoke ? or thoſe tender feet 
bat muſt not touch the dirt, be able to wade 
afcer Chriſt through blood ? 
| Itis ſtoried of Alice Driver how reſolute- As and 
1y and bravely ſhe ſuffered for Chriſt; when 
hey put the [ron Chain about her Neck, to 
aſten herto a Poſt to be burned in Queen 1641.Vol. 
aries days, ſhe gloried in it, This, faid ſhe, 3- p- 887, 
the fineſt Neckgrchief that ever I wore, bleſ. $88- 
dbe God for it, Now ſhe was one who had 
en uſed to hard labour, being bred up to 
Erive her Fathers Plough. Hard breeding - 
ts us for hard ſuffetings. | 
2, It prevents many temptations, Idle- 
peſs is the Back-door for all temptations to 
ome ig at. It tempts the Devil to tempt 
| vs. 
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us. Itis a good Rule one gives for the a- 


voiding ſin and temptation, Be always em- * 
ployed, that when Satan comes he may not : 


find thee at leiſure. Many haye been kept 
from great temptations by being diligent 
in their Callings, and many by idk diverſi- 
ons have fallen into great temptations and 
ſnares. Dinah wanders abroad, and is de- 
flowred before ſhe comes home; Tertullian 
tells of a Chriſtian Woman who going to 
ſe a Play, was there poſſeſſed by the Devil; 
and when he was asked (by ſome who came 
to her, and ſet themſelves to pray him out) 
how he durſt poſſeſs one that was a Chriſti- 
an? He anſwered, I found her in my own 
Ground. Oh how ſhould this warn youn 


ones to take heed of the Play-houſes ? Theſe | 


are the Devils Ground, and what he finds up- 
on his own Ground, he will pofleſs as his 
own. Heis the Lord of that Mannor, and 
being ſo, the Waifs and Eftrays are all his. 


Let young ones therefore take up the Toke of 
ſome lawful Calling betimes. But this Ci- * 


vil Toke is not the Yoke in the Text. 


Secondly, The Yoke, as Metaphorically e 
' * taken, is uſed in a Moral or Religious ſenſe; * 
" and ſothere isa threefold Toke which it is not 


ood to bear, and a threefold Yoke which it 
Is good to bear, 
here is a threefold Toke which is not 
good to bear, 
The Yoke, of Moſaical Ceremonies, 
The Yoke of Antichriſtian Impoſitions, 
The Toke of ſin and lyſt. 


Firſt, | 


by 


St. A a 2 


os 


bd 


S OED mceGcg=m 


in 


to 
l; 


It) * 
” 


= 
ele 
be 
nd 
11s. 
of - ; 
Ct-? 
lly - 
ſe; 
not 
1 it 


nd 


fly 


The @voddfi\Early Obedience. 


Fir##, The Yoke of Moſaical Ceremonies, 


” This in its day was a ſtrict Yoke, a heavy T. oke, 
” a Toke (as the Apoltle Peter ſays) which nes- 


ther we nor our Fathers were aa 10 bear, 


} Afts 15. 1 


But tins Toke the Lord Chriſk hath Gnad us 
' from, the Ceremonial Law was aboliſhed 
by him, and had. no uſe after his death z but 
by.accident, as:he who builds @ Vault lets 
the -Centrels Rand till he puts in the Key- 
ſtone,-and then pulls them gway.: 'So that 


now the Rule is, Stand faſt 'sn the liberty TW 


wherewith Chriſt: hath made us fret; and be 
- 254" of win in the T, os of bondage, 


pe There is the Yokg of Antichriſt, 
| whichi is made up of humane inventions and 
impoſitions in the Worſhip of God x :on 
which foundation all the: Will-yonſhip, Su- 
peritition and Idolatry, which at this day ob- 
tain in the World, do ſtand.;2 -. 

This is a heavier Yoke than the former, for 
that had once the fanction of: God, and there 
the authority made the ſubjection reaſona- 
ble, though burthenſom ; 'but--this never 
had, and therefore more grievous, becauſe 
ereit wearcmaile Slaves to the ly/tsof men, 
Whertas in that we were Subjects to the will 
of God. 

And therefore to be impoſe. upon by Ce- 
tetnohies of thehsVeviſing, eare a-_ 


Ctually freed by. Chrilb Rs eb remonies: 2 P 


that were once of Gods appointing, is a © 


| very heavy Yoke, a Toke which one ſays is in = =y 


cae different, 
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the Impoſer, tyranny ; and in the Perſons im- } 
poſed upon , burden and bondage.. . And' 
Mar.23- 8. therefore a Toke which withont ſin (in tranſ- © 
preſſing the Precept of our Lord Chriſt, and * 
x Cor. 5. his Apoſtle) we may not ſubmitto. | 
2 \, Becauſe hereby we owne a power in the 7 
Impoſers over conſcience, which God never 
ave to any; and ſo abet them in their ſin. 
| uſurpations upon the Prerogative of the : 
Plal 2.6. Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who alone is King and ©: 
Wai. 9. 6 Head of the Church, and hath the Govern-." 
Marth. 28. | 
"8. ment upon his ſhoulders. 

And alſo becauſe we make our ſelves to 
be what, in things appertaining to the wor- ' { 
ſhip of God, we are commanded not to be, A 

viz, the Servants of men, Te are bought with 


A 
4 price, be not ye the ſervants of men, 1 Car. : 
c 


| 


- 23, 
This then - is another Yoke, which we - © 
ought not to bear, © When once bumane 2 
« ;xventions become Impoſitcons, and lay a ne- © 0 
& ceſſity upon that which God hath left free, -: tl 
« then may we lawſully rejeft them as Plants * G 
« of mans ſetting , and not of Gods own- ©. tl 
« 51g, and which he will therefore in his time 2: al 
« afſuredly root up, Matth. 15. 13, > by 
Thirdly, There is the Yoke of fin and luſt, 7 
Far though Sinners are ſaid to be Children of 
" ® the Belzal, that is, without Yoke *; yet none under |} t1 


wor J 
7972 ſignifies a V7 abſque & "7Y jugun, quaſi abſque jugs, , 


ſcilicet Legis Divine. Clariks, Tralatio'd bubus jugum ſubire nolen- '* | 
tibus, Drufius. And accordingly the Septvagint render it dyPpes | 15 


Fo 
1 « 


ſuch z 
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m- # ſuch a Toke as they, for as the ſervice of 
ad * Chriſt is perfect freedom, ſo to be free from 
nf-.* righteouſneſs is the baſeſt thraldom. If fin gom. 6. 
nd 7 breaks one Tokg off, it ever puts another on, 20. 

* They have broken the Tokg, and burſt the Bonds, 
the 7 Jer. 5. 5- there is one Toke caſt off, and then 
ver 7 it follows in the next Verſe, Their tranſpreſ- 
IN- * ſions are many, their backſlidings are encreaſed, 
the © there is another Toke put on. As in con- 
nd: yerſion Chriſt breaks off the Toke of fin 
Y1.”” and Satan, and puts his own upon a man; 

-” ſo the Sinner breaks off the Toke of God, and Ph. 2. 4 
to ſubje@s himſelf to Satans Toke : andtherefore Luke rg. 
or- ' ſome ſay, wicked men are called Children of 14—27- 
be,  Bebal, making Belzal the name of the Devil. Quidaw 
ith And hence Sinners are ſaid to be raken captive Bid ne- 
or. Ts his will, 2 Tim. 2. 26. And he is ** 

aid ro work (that is, with power and ſuc- 

we - ceſs) in the children of diſobedzence, Epheſ. 2. duitum 2 
ane - 2. Andthisisthe Reign of Satan in the ſoul - n0x, 
ne- © of a Sinner ; for as the Lord Chriſt ceigns in © 9" 
ee, -) the: hearts of his people by the power of pon” 
ents > Grace and righteouſneſs, ſo Satan reigns in r; ſwſus 
w1- ©, the hearts of wicked men by the power of ſin nou permit- 
me ; and luſt. tet. What 


concord 
aft : bath Chriſt with Belial, 4. et. with Satan, fays the Syriac Verſion? 


moſ > Nowitcannot be good in any ſenſe to bear 
der } this Yoke, becauſe it every way tends to the 
_—_ hurt and miſchief of the ſoul. 
olex- 5 1- As it breaks off the Yoke of God, which 
Fees | 18everyway ſuited tothe good and advantage 
7 of man. For the commandment 55 holy, juſt 
I and good, Rom. 7, 12. [holy] as it is the ex- 
uch | preſſion 


T4 


'x 


- Motes the advantage and happineſs of the 
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preſſion of the will of the holy God, Kal. 


in' that it commands nothing but what is &- © 
qual and fitto be obeyed; [_yood} asit pro» -/ 


ſoul thet obeys it. = 

2. As it inſlaves the Creature to the baſeſt * 11 
bondage, and moſt unreaſonable vaſlalagein *? 
the World. O what a noble Creature was - 
man while he did bear the Image of God, 
lived in his will, and enjoyed a conſtant fel- 
towſhip with him ! But alas, How is the Gold 
become dim ! and the fine Gold changed ! Lam. . . 
4. 1. How hath ſin debaſed his Excellency, 
defaced the Image of God, ſhut him out of 
favour, and out of fellowſhip ? So that now 
he is become a Slave to Satan and all man 
ner of luſts. 

And can it be good to bear this Yoke) 
What! to oppoſe God? to be a Slaye to 
ſin ? toreject the Reign of Chriſt ? to reſiſt © , 
the Spirit? to ſlight the Grace of the Goſ 
pel? to gratifie the Devil? and to undo} 5 
thy own ſoul? O think of that word, - H: ; | 
_ fins againſt me, wrongs bis own ſoul, Prov.” 3 4 

a; 


anj= 2 36. And where lies the wrong ? Here” 
your. ſuam, 


ſes the Toke of Chriſt, and ſo lays hirp- - 


Patab, in ſelf under the wrath of Chriſt, and ye per > 


lor. 


tle, Pſal. 2. 12. And what greaterivwrony * 
can any one offer to his own ſoul, . than. tc ' 
lay it under a neceſlity of damnation: by 1 
willing ſubjeftion to the Toke of lin, _—_— 
than that of Chriſt? Therefore it is:@'f 
from being good, that itis the greateſt ex 


from the way, if bis wrath be kindled but a lit. X 
j 


> 
# 
E® 


S 
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to bear this Toke, Be not ye the Servants of 


in. 

f But then bhere is a threefold Toke which 
#jt is good for a man to bear in-his youth, 
ſoſt © {There is, 


The Yoke of affiftion ;, 

The Yoke of the Spirit in conviftion of 
lin; 

The Yoke of ſubjetion and obedience 
to Jeſus Chriſt. 


CHAP. Il. 
AﬀiitFions called a Toke. In what ſenſe they 


are good, and for whom, 


: I, A Fflitions may be called a Yoke, and 


ſo they are often in Scripture, Lev. 
26. 13. I amthe Lord your God, which brought 


| you forth ont of the Land of Egypt— and 1 
” bave broken the Bonds of your Toke, and made 


you go upright, He ſpeaks of the great affli- 
Ctions with which 1frae/ was ſo oppreſſed 
and burthened in Egypt , that their backs 


; were bowed down, and they were even ſunk 


and broken under them : and this God calls 
their affliftion, / have ſurely ſeen the affliition 


* of my ay which are in Egypt, Exod. 3. 7. 


and Dext. 26.6, 7. The Eo yptians evilly en- 
treated us and affiifted ut, and when we cried 
to the Lord, be heard or woice , and looked 
97 or affition and oppreſſion. 

And this feems to be the Yoke intended 
in 
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in the Text, at leaſt ro the Church of the 


Fews that were then in Babylori/ bondage, 


TA 
B 


which the Holy Ghoſt calls a Yee, Fer. 27. 


12. Bring your necks under the Tok: of the 


King of Babylon. And Fer. 30. 8. It ſhall." 


Come to paſs in that day, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, 
that I will break, his Toke from off thy neck, 
and burf# thy bonds. And accordingly the 
Church here calls ber preſent affliftion and 


RESTS 


miſery by reaſon of her captived ſtate, a © 


Yoke, Lam. 1. 14. The yoke of my tranſoreſſi- 
0113 is bound by his hand. [The yoke of my tranſ- 
eſſions] that is, the puniſhment procured 
by my tranſgreſſions ; as if he ſhould ſay, 
God hath laid upon me a heavy Yoke of af- 
fliction as the jult reward of my lin. 
Now this is a Yoke that it 1s good for a 


man to bear in his youth. Affliftions have : 


in them matter of real advantage, This 
ſeems a Paradox to ſenſe; and no woh- 
der, for even good men can hardly make 


ſenſe of it. Therefore let us a little en- ; 


quire, 
In what ſenſe afflictions are good, and 
For whom they are good, 
wa 1. In what ſence are afflictions 


Anſw. They are not good in themſelves, 
they are not bona, though they may work 51 


bonum; they are nt one things, though *: 


they may work to good ends. | 
In their own nature they are evil, and ſo 
Called in Scripture, Amos 3.6, Is there any" 
evil in the City, and the Lord hath not _—_— 
ai. 


" 
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Ifai. 45.7. 1 make peace, and create evil, I 
= the Lord do all theſe things. Mic. 1. 12. The 
© inhabitant of Maroth waited carefully for good, 
© but evil came down from the Lord unto the Gate 


7 of Feruſalem. 


That which is a fruit of ſin, a part of the 
= curſe, introduced upon the breach of the firſt 
+ Covenant, mult needs be in it ſelf evil, But 
ſo is affliction. It isevil in it ſelf, and evil to 


= the Creature, evil in its nature, and evil in 


* its tendency. But yet as affliftions are or- 
dered and direfted by God, and under the 
management of his Spirit, ſo they are good, 
they ſerve to good purpoſes. 

But I ſhall give a more diſtin&t Anſwer to 
the Queſtion in four gradual Concluſions. 

1, Nothing Man miftakes more about than 
the matter of good. This is moſt evident from 
the differing opinions of the Ancients about 


' it ; which all ſhew that man is acted herein jons up 


very mnch by fancy and preſent appearances : 288. 
= inſomuch that if God ſhould give 'a manhis 
” own wiſh, he wonld ruine himſelf with evil 
under the ſhew of good. Brine preſerves ma- 
* ny things which would rot in S»gar, and yet 
{ ſenſes all for pleaſing the ſweer roorh, But 
* no wiſe Body will givea ſick man what he'de- 
| fires, but what the Phyſician direfts. As 
* "God ſometimes in judgment pleaſes a manta 
> hisruine, (Pſal. 106. 15. He gave them theit 
4 requeſt, bat ſent leannefs into be fouls.)* 'S9 
yg -be ſoinetimes in mercy:-croſles-bim to his ad- 
vaſitage. Weare ſhort frghted, ' and diſtem- 
pered with paſſions; 'and+ therefore call wp 
112491 C g08 


Concl. 2, 


The Good of Barly Obedience. © 


good which would be our bane, and p__ ti 
that as evil which would be a real benefit. &: 
Doubcleſs, 7oſeph could not but regret at, |. .. 


and (being a good Youth) pray againſt his 7 { 
Brethrens unnatural cruelty, as having no- ; fe 
thing ia it in appearance but evil and vaſſa. 7 , 
tage. What ? for a young Stripling to be © , 
fold for a Slave ? to be barter'd away out of | 5 
his Father's boſome into a ſtrange Country, * , 
never like to be heard of more ? then caſt in- *. 
to Priſon, and expoſed to all ſeverities? Can :; 
there be any good in this? Senſe and opinion 
ſay no: But pray conſider, How had he been . 
raiſed to ſuch a price, if he had not been firſt 
made To cheap? how had he been made a 
Prince by Strangers, if he had not been made 
a Slave by his Brethren? nay, how mabty had 
periſhed for bread, had not he been ſent for * 
merchandiſe into Egype ? So Foſeph afterwards 
acknowledges, Gen. 45. $. Te ſold me bither, 
but God ſent me before youto preſerve life. And 
Gen. 50. 20. eAr for you, ye thought evil a» 
gainſt me, but God meant it wnto good, to bring 
ro paſs as it is this day, to ſave much people a- 
hve. 
God many times takes away for our good, 
ſtrips us for our advantage, caſts us | _— | 
and ſeemingly caſts us off, and all for our be- :; - 
nefit, Opinion ſays, with old Facob, al 
theſe things are againſt me, Gen. 42. 36, and 
yet they were all for him; and therefore 
Good is to be eſtimated, not by its ſuitable. 
neſs to ſerſe, but by irs reference to rbeſbul. 2 - 
That is the irueſt good:whichipromotes — E 
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The Good of Early Obedience. 

tereſt of the better part ; ro mans condition 
can be made good by any outward circumltan- 
ces, white the caſe of his ſoul is deſperate z 
for that is the better part of us - and there- 
fore good men have always valued themſelves 
more upon their inward indowments, than a- 


' ny outward acquiſitions; and have ſet more 


ſtore by a Dram of Grace, than by all out- 
ward comforts. 

Good is to be judged by its cotducency to 
the' chief good. God is the chief good, and 


* our Chief good is in the enjoyment of him} 


and therefore whatever tends to the promo- 
ting of our enjoyment of God, that is to be 
reckoned as good, be it in it felf pleaſant or 
ungratefi!, ſweet or bitter. For as nothing 


' Is good, but what is from the chief good; fo 
, nothing isſo, but what conduces to the fruiti- 


: on of him: and therefore 


o, 
n 


«| 


#- > 
d, * 
n, | 
)e- 
nd 


he. 
"= 


ſt 


That may be good in its uſe which is not 
ood in its aature. Aﬀictions tnay be regret- 


| to the fleſh, becauſe of preſent ſmart ;- 
= but they may be very conducing to the ſoul, 


becauſe of after benefit. No affliftson at the 
preſent ſeems to be joyous, but grievons , never- 
thelefs afterward it yields the peaceable fruits of 
riphteouſneſs to them which are exerciſed thereby, 


; Heb. 12. 11. 


The end puts a Jovelineſs int thoſe tneans 
which otherwiſe have no lovelinefs in theft!. 
Thus you launch a part to eaſe the whole, and 
cut off a limb to preſerve life, ' Weare fot 19 
much to conſider what things are, in thetn- 
ſelves, as what they are in their tendenty and 

= 7 end 


Concl. 1, 


Concl, 4. 
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«nd ; Phyſick muſt have time to work. 
Queſt. 2. For whom are afflictions good ? 
eAnſw. The Text anſwers the Queſtion in 

definitely, and an indefinite i$ of the nature of 

an univerſal, It is good for a man] that is, for Z 

every man : all men come under one . of 

theſe denominations they are either good or * 

evil, now afflictions are good for both, 

Firſt, They are good for a good man, or elſe 
God would never lay goed men under them; 
but we ſee them that lye neareſt to his heart 
to be moſt under this Toke, God gave to Eſas : 
e Mount Seir to poſſeſs it , but Facob and his Chit © 
dren went down into Egypt, Folh. 24. 4. and yet F 
Facob was loved , and Eſau hated, e Hal 
I. 2, 3. The good Figs were ſent intothe Land of © 
Chaldea for their good, Jer. 24. 5. He for om 
profit, Heb. 12. 10, This Toke is not only pro- ' 
fitable but neceſſary, and it is the wiſdom of * 
God to ſuit his Providence to our neceſlities * 
For a ſeaſon ye are in heaveneſs, if need be, 1 Pet, 
1.6. Notelſe. A tender Father doth not uſe 
the Rod, but when there is need ; he pro- 
vides with delight, but he puniſhes with re. 
gret. God hath a treaſure of mercy, and a: 
treaſure of wrath, the treaſure of mercy is of 
his own filling, but the treaſure of wrath is 
of our filling; and therefore we are ſaid to 
treaſure up to our ſelves wrath againſt the day of < 
wrath, Rom. 2, 5, that is, by our finning + 
gainſt God, 

There (is more or leſs of all fin, where yet. 
the work of converſion is really wrought. : 
There is much luſt to be mortified, pride wy 


| 
{ 
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' be ſubdued, the World to be crucified, the 
will to be made moredocile and reſigned, the 
affeftions to be weaned, many remains of ſin 
e of £2 be purged out ; -and this God doth by affli- 
"n 2 Qions. By this ſhall the iniquity of Facob be pur- 
, ” j ed, and this ts allthe frut to take away his ſin, 
PT 1.27. 9, He brings them tnto deep waters, 
not to drown them, but ro clcanfe them. 
elf Gold is not caſt into the fire to be: conſumed, 
* butto be refined; ſo that the fire takes no- 
thing from it but the droſs. - Nor doth afficti- 
Ela” 22 take any thing from a good man but his 
And as it is neceſſary for the purging out of 
ſin, fo it is for the exerciſing and improving 
id of , of Grace; it is a Fining-Pot to faith, 1 Pet, 
$7 
OM The Promoter of humility, 2 Cor. 12. 17. 
Fhe 3ncentive to godly fear, Pſal. 55. 19. 
> The Worker of patience, Row. 5.8. 
ties A Rack for confeſſion of ſin, Plal. 32. 4, $. 
G A Goad to repentance, Jer. 31. 18, 
| we A School'of obedience, Heb. 5. 8, 
PrO-* Ati improvement of all holineſs, Heb. 12. 10. 
Thus what the outward man loſes, the in- 
7 +, ward man gets ; if he be ſtraitned intheFleſh, 
$ & - heis ehlarged in the Spirit. Ir is ſaid of the 
th 1s - Children of 1{-ael, that the more they were af- 
flifted, the more they multiplied and grew, Exod. 
9 41.12 And ſo doth Grace in every good 
S* man, it grows by affliction. . When the 
North Wind blows upon. the Garden of the 
| bh ; Sponſe, then her Spices flow forth, Cant. 4. 16. 
BU.” The biggeſt Fiſh are in the falt- Waters .and 
0y C 3 they 


? 
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they are the moſt growing Chriſtians that are 
molt in the ſalt Waters of affliftion, þ, 6 
Secondly, Afitions are good for carnal 
and unconverted men, and that many ways. + 
Firſt, They many times obviate thoſe: e- ,' 
vils which, through the corruption of our } 
natures, are occalioned by worldly proſper; # ; 
ty. . Good men are many times made worſe > y 
by outward ſucceſſes, and therefore no won- 3 þ 
der if evil men are ſo much more, Ler favour 
be ſhewed to the wickgd, yet will be not learn righ- © / 
teouſnef,, ai. '26. 10. + | ; Wer 
Outward proſperity cauſes great indulgence 
to the Fleſh, which is ax utter enemy to. Ver- þ; 
tue. ' The beginning af-all obedience 1s the 
mortifying the. Fleſh, which no natural man +7 
can endure, eſpecially when nouriſhed by eaſe -e/ 
and proſperity ; for. then reaſon is moſt corm- *p, 
monly drowned in ſenſe, and judgment extin- ,. 
guiſhed inappetite. Tre 
It tempts a man to take vp hisreſt in pre-.* re 
ſent comforts, like. the Children of Rewben © th 
and Gad, who wheht they found the Land of®” vz 
Gilead was a place for Cattel, Nmd, 32. 1,01 
they ſue to e Aoſes that-that may be their por- 7 wi 
tion, This Land i a Land for Cattel, and thy; th 


Servants have Cattel ; wherefore, ſay they, if fo 


we have found Grace intby fight, let this Land 
be gwven to thy Servants for a poſſeſſion, and IT 
bring us not over Jordan, ver. 4, 5. Though ea 
Canaan was the promiſed Land, end the BleF me 
ling lay in a Portion there, yet they deſire to 

take up on this fide Forder,, without ſeeking | go 
ought ja the Land of promiſe. 7 cel 


- a; P 
17 &i 
TT. 


are”? Te hinders our<nquiries after God, end be- 
© comes a temptation to ſet light by him and his 
nal *, Precepts. Fob, ſpeaking of the proſperity of 
'S. © the wicked, makes this the fad effeCt of it, 
e: & of Therefore they ſay wnto God, Depart from us, 
Our I for we deſire not the k;zowledge of thy ways , what 
Il: 7 i the Almichty that we ſbould ſerve him ? and 
arſe = what profit ſhould we have if we pray unto 
ON- 3 bim ? Job 21, 14, 15. 
vour 3 Nay, it provokes to down right Atheiſm. 
igh- * And this is the reaſon of Agavs prayer againſt 
., Friches, Left I be full and deny thee, and ſay, 
nce Who u the Lord? Prov. 30. 9. Thus the pro- 
Yer- ſperity of fools deftroys them, Prov. 1, 32. 
the It puffs up the heart with pride and ſcorn. 
man They are not in trouble as other men, neither are 
eale they _ like other men ;, therefore pride com- 
om- 'paſſeth them about as a Chain, Pſal. 73. 5, 6. 
tin-. Now theſe and ſuch like miſchiefs are often 
© remedied by early affliction. By being inured 
pre-. to wants and abatements, we are made to ſee 
ben the emptineſs of the Creatures, what lying 
d of®” vanities t'\ey are. The foul is hereby put up- 
, 1,./0n ſeeking after God, In their affliftions they 
= = wall ſeek, me early, Hol. 5. 15. By this means 
thy % the foul is debaſed and laid low. And this the 
y, if 3 Holy Ghoſt makes to be one fruit of early 
ad © bearmg the Toke, in the next Verſes to the 
and \ Text, He ſitteth alone and keepeth ſilence, bes 
ugh | cauſe he hath born it #pon him. He putteth bis 
le mouth in the duft, Lamen. 3. 28, 29. 
eto. Secondly, Afﬀiction is inlightening. It is 
ting” good for diſcovery, There are many ex- 
| *x cellent Leſſons learned in the School of affli- 
I», Aion, C 4 1, it 
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- I, It diſcovers a man to himſelf, and ® | 
makes him ſee what a poor, frail, inconſi- * 
derable thing he is, according to that of 
David, Pſal. 9. 20. Put them in fear, 0 
Lord, that they may kw themſelves to bebut |; 
men, To be but enoſh, poor, weak and ? 
miſerable men. Affliction makes us know 
our ſelves. Caligula and Domitian (two 
Roman Emperours) in their proſperity 
would be Go4s ; but when it thundred, they 
were ſoterrified, that then they knew they #h 
were but men, Proſperity makes a man a Ml 
Stranger to himſelf; no man knows that * y« 
+ that impatience, that luſt, that unbe. - 
ief, that frowardneſs, that-is in his heart 
till affliction comes to ſearch him, God led 
Iſrael forty years in the Wilderneſs to know - 
what was in their hearts, that is, to make }. 
them know, Deut. 8. 2. " 

2. Itis a means to diſcover the vileneſs 
of ſin to the ſoul, When the Patriarch: 
were diſtreſſed and in adverſity, then they © 
ſaw (and never till then) the greatneſs of 
their ſin in ſelling their Brother, Gen. 4.2. © 

21, If they be bound in Fetters, and holden ©: 
in Cords of affliltion, then he ſhews them their > 
work and their tranſgreſſions that they have ex- © 
ceeded, Job 36. 8, g. Nothing diſcovers the > 
vileneſs of ſin morethan the ſufferings of 
Chriſt, and the affliftions of the Creature. 

3. God by affliction diſcovers himſelf to 
the ſoul. In the Word we hear of God, 
but in affliction we ſee him, 7 have beard of - 
thee (ſays Fob) by the hearing of the ear, but © 

now 
4 


dana * 
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” mine oje ſees thee, Job 42. 5. It is ſaid of 
' eHManaſſeb, 2 Chron. 33. 13, Then Manaf- 
feb knew that the Lord he was God, Then ! 


When was that ? When he was caught a- 
mong the Thorns, and bound with Fetters, 
and carried to Babylon, till then he knew 
not the Lord. 

Thirdly, Aſfiftion is good as it is prepara- 


tory to Grace and Converſion, What excel- 
ent Veſſels have been formed by the hand of 
he Former of all things in the Furnace of af- 
ictions! It is preparatory to converſion fe- 


that © yeral ways. 


1. In that it makes us more ſerious. 
When we are out of the noiſe of worldly 
allurements, then conſcience is apt to re- 
flect and make us bethink our ſelves. if 
they ſhall bethink, themſelves in the Land whi- 
ther they are carried captive, 2 Kine. 8. 47. 
Whep was it that the Prodigal came to him- 
ſelf, but when he was pinched and almoſt 
pined with Famine, Zuke 15. 16, 17. - 

2. It is a means to reduce our wander- 
ings. Man is a ſtragling Creature, very 


' prone to wander from God and loſe himſelf. 


He is never weary of following his fins till 
God hedges up his way with Thorns. God 
hath two Hedges which the Scripture men- 
tions. 

The Hedge of proteition, Job 1. 10, I{al. 


$5. 5- and 
The Heage of affuftion, Hol. 2. 6, I will 
hedge up ber way with Thorns. a 
The Hedge of protetiien is te keep his we 
: e 


6 
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ple from danger, the Hedge of affiiftion i), 


to ſtop them that wander The one is ty; 
feace his people from ſuffering, the othe: 
is to ſtop Sinners in the way of ſinning, and 
to put them upon returning. So when Gol 
had hedged up 1ſrae!*s way with Thorns, 


then She reſolves to return, / will return tl 
' my firſt Husband, for then was it better with! 


me than now, Hol. 2.6, 7. 


3. It opensthe ea; co Diſcipline, Job 36, 4 
8, 10. If they be beld in the Cords of afflitti. \, 
Then he opens their ear to Diſcipline. \, 
There is the outward exr of the ſenſes, and -, 


0, 


the inward ear of tic ſoul; the ontward ear 
is ſeldom ſtopped, but the inward is often, 


and that is the ear intended here, the ear - / 


of the heart : this is naturally ſtopped a- 
gainſt the counſels of God. Pride, igno- 


'rance, unbelicf, impenitency, love of fin, _ 
Prejudices and fenſval delights; are the © 
Ear.Wax that ſo ſtop the Sinners ear that 
be will not bear the voice of the Charmer, 


charms be never ſo wiſely, Plal. 58. 5. © Till 
the car be vnſtopped, there is no receiving 


the word; therefore God puts the end of 
his Rod into the ear (as Chriſt did his fin- 


ger into the deaf mans, Mark 7. 33) and 
o.unftops it, and opens it ro Diſcoplme. And 
thus the Rod makes entrance for the word. 

4. It makes way for convictions to ſtick 
and abide uponthe heart, Theſe are very of- 
ten ſtifled in proſperity. The noiſe of the 
Timbrel and the Harp drown the voice of 
conſcience. Man is naturally —_ 
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” Wilderneſs, that ſnuffeth up the wind at her 
pleaſure, in her occaſion who can turn her away? 
they that ſeek. ber, will rot weary themſelves, 
_ month they ſhall find ber ;, that is, when 
She is great with young, 10 big, and near 
her time, and full of pain that She can 
hardly ſtir. So the Singer, though ſtiff and 
ſtubborn, unttactable and unteachable, 
and (like the wild 4ſs) ſnuffs at any 
that ſhall reprove him, refuſes to hear, 
pline, *, yet in his month he may be found z, if God 
and -,, brings him into ſtraits and diſtreſſes, this 
l ear -, tames him; this was the month in which. 
ten, , the conſciences of Feoſeph's Brethren found 
ear. them; when they were in diſtreſs them- 
1 a- | ſelves, then conſcience ſmote them for the 
no. , wickedneſs done to Foſeph, Gen. 42. 21. We 
are verily gwi/ty concerning our Brother, wn 
the ® that we ſaw the anguiſh of bis ſoul, when he 
hat | beſought ta, and we would not bear ;, therefore 


ur, tu this diſtreſs come upon us. 

"ill 5. It ſtirs up the heart to pray, and ſeek 
ng after God. They that never pray,will pray 
of *} in affiiftion, The Heathen Mariners cal 
In. 5 every man upon hzs God when they are in a 
id Storm, For. 1. 5, Sea-men for the moſt 
d part are none of the devourtelt ſort, not gi- 
J. ; venmuchto praying, they will ſwear twice 
k where they pray once, yea ten oaths to one 
f- prayer; and yet Storms and Tempeſts make 


e them run to God, They that go down to the 
f Sea in Ships, they cry to the Lord in their trou- 
; ble, Pſal, 107. 23, 28. And hence comes 
4 


that 


Afr, which (the Prophet ſays) is uſed tothe Jer. 2. 24 


The Good of Eerly Obedience. 
that Proverb, He that car't pray, let hats 
goto Sea. When the Storm brings then”? hc 
ro their wits end, (ver. 27.) then they'll cy * to 
to God , when they can no longer heh 7 kt 
themſelves , then they come to God fo 4p! 
help. 4 br 
As extremity is Gods opportunity, ſo iti be 

the time of mans importunity. At othe-Rof 

times we are lame in Duty, but the Rot 401 

"makes us find our legs, and then we run te. 3 fi 

God, Lord in trouble have they viſited thee, thy tl 

poured out a Prayer when thy chaſtening was upm Wt 


2 Sam. 14. them, Iſai. 26. 16. Foab would not come te «bi 
29, 3031+ Abſolomat his Call, but when he ſet his Barly. 1c 


Field on fire, then he came. Chriſt had never *P 
heard of many, if their neceſlities had not 
brought them ; when Palſies, Poſſeſſions, Fea. + V 
vers, &c. came upon them, then they came + 
to him. ja 
6. It teaches them to ſee the emptineſs *. 
of the Creature, and what a vain thing 
the World is. In ourecaſe and proſperity * ® 
we are apt to ſurfeit by exceſs in ſenſual *: 
fruitions. The luſt of the fleſh, the luſt of the 
eye , and the pride of life, are the young *? 
mans Trinity. Hence that of the Apoſtle, * 
1 Fobn 2. 14, 15, 16. I write to you young 
men, (though the expreſſion there hath a 
ſpiritual ſenſe) and what doth he write un- | * 
tothem? Love not the world, nor the things 
that are in the world; for all that ts in the 
world, the luſt of the fleſh, the luſt of the eye, 
| and the pride of life, 1s not of the Father. 
This is a rare Leſſon for young pon | 
: ow 
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t ba 

then} how ſeldome do any learn it till they come in- 

Uo «to the School of affliction! How have I 

heh 7 known many young ones wholly given to 

d fs 4pride and pleaſure, but when God hath 
4 brought them under the Rod, fetter'd them 

d it þ Y with afflictions,made their Bed upon the Brink 

"ther Fof the Grave z O how have they then cryed 

Rot tout of their follies, their miſpending precious 

n tz. 3 time, their neglefting God and their ſouls, 

, thy % their regarding lying vanities, and fo forſaking 

upon Atheir own mercies ,, and what ſtrong reſolutions 

e te «havethey then made, never to return to theſe 

rly. (follies again ! And theſe things are great Pre- 

ever 4Pparatories to converſion. 

not , Now then if afflitions obviate thoſe evils 

Fea. -+ Which through -the corruption of our Na- 

ame + tures are occaſioned by proſperity, if they 
; are inlightening, and helpful to great diſco- 

neſs © veries, and if they are preparatory to Grace 

ing 7 and converſion ; then ſurely it muſt be ood for 

rity 7 a manto bear the Toke of affliction betirges. 
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| H A P. III. 


Showing the difference between the Toke of thi ac 
Spirit amd the Tokg of Chriſt. What the Sy ie! 
rets Toke v. Why convittions are comparedi 
a Toke. Why Sunners muſt come nnder 
Toke of the Spirit. Why it is good to & 
ander ut betimes. 


HE next ſenſe in which I am to ſpeak «d 
this Toke is that of convittion of ſin, ti V 
make way to the laſt Notion of it which! ©* | 
more eſpecially deſign to inſiſt upon, and thy Tok 
is the Toke of Goſpel obedience and ſubjeftion 
the one is the Toke of the Spirut, the other 1" 
the Toke of Chriſt. Theſe two are not the; 
ſame, but very different Yokes, eſpecially t* 
theſe four things : | 
Firſt, The Toke of the Spirit is grievous, th? 
Yoke of Chriſt is not grievous, 1 Fon 5. 4: 
the Yoke of the Spirit is very heavy, the Tok# 
of Chriſt is very light, eatth. 11, 30. 
Secondly, It is the heavineſs of the Spirits” 
Yoke which makes Chriſt's Yoke eaſie. It i 
not eaſe to all; no, they that never felt the Sp. 
rits Toke, to them Chriſt's Yoke is a burthen% 
And therefore when Chriſt ſays, My Yoke # e# 
ſie, it points tothem whom he calls to come and” 
take it up; and who are they ? Why, the hes” 
vy laden and weary, ver. 28, They who arey** 
wearicd by the Spirits Toke, ſhall thereby fin wW 
eaſe under Chriſt's Toke. 
Thirdly, The Yoke of the Spirit is but for FF 
tim 
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"time, and then to be taken off, and never put 
'©n again bur the Toke of Chriſt is always to 
kept on, never to be put off; the foul 1s 
Bader a perpetual obligation to Duty and obe- 
jence to Chiiſt Jeſus. 

Fourthly, The Toke of the Spirit is to pre- 
re us for the Toke of Chriſt ; for Chili's 
I oke can never be pur on, til) the Spirit by his 
oke hath fitted the neck for it. The foo! will 
ver obey Chriſt till it be conquered toChriſt, 
d that will never be till the Spirit in convi- 
, ti Mion put his Toke and Fetters upon it. 

ch! ©» 1 ſhall now ſpeak ſomewhat of the Spirits 
tha Toke ; and if ever the Lord give ſuch another 
Fon _ to this Work, then I ſhall ſpeak of 
x 4 ©briſk's Toke more largely. And in ſpeaking of 
the & Yoke of the Spirit in conviction, 1 would 
y it 


- 


F 
f* 
P 
- 


iſt a little pon theſe four things -. 
2» Firſt, That the Spirit hath his Toke, 
Secondly, Why the convictions of the Spi- 
_- the foul of a Sinner are compared ts 
Toke. 
Thirdly, Every Sinner that ſhall be ſaved 
uſt come under this Toke of the Spirit. 
23 Fourthly, Therefore it is good to ceme un- 
; Wer it betimes, and why ? 
= Firſt, That the Spirit hath his Toke. There 
fuch athing vpon the conſciences of Sinners , 
an{ t one'time or other as the Toke of the Spirit. 
bes *BAs the Spirit heth hisjoys and comforts, ſo te 
ace Þath his Tokes and Boyds; as he bath a kberry 
fond Which he brings ſome «70, ſo he hath a rhral- 
which he brings ſome wnder. And it is 
or (uſt bondage, and thenuiberty, He is a 5p 4: 
0 


* 


The $pi- 
rics Yoke 
deſcribed. 


Prov. $- 
22, 
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of liberty to none, but to whom he is firſt a 
Spirit of bondage. 

And if you ask me, What this Toke of the 
Spirit is? 1t is that ſtate he brings the Sinner 
into, and holds him in, before his converſion, 
to prepare him for his converſion ; and that is 
a ſtate of ſenſibleneſs of fin and wrath, which 
flows from the convincing work of the Spirit. | 
The Spirit of the Lord, whereeyer he comes 
to work a ſaving change, doth firſt put his 
Yoke upon the Sinners neck ; that is, he doth | 
convince the ſoul of the evil of fin, and of # 
its liableneſs to the wrath of God, and ſo fills |. 
it with fear and horrour ; ſo that the poor Þ 
Creature looks upon it ſelf as utterly loſt and : 
undone ſo long as it abides in that ſtate, This : 
is the Spirits Toke : It is called fo in Scripture, | 
Lam. 1. 14. The Yoke of my tranſgreſſions # 
bound by his hand, they are wreathed and come up- _ 
on my neck; the Lord hath delivered me into 
their hands from whom I am hot able to riſe up. © 
Into their hands, that is, into the hands of fin, > 
and ſhe was not able to riſe up from under ® 
them, and why ? Becauſe the Spirit had bound | 
them upon her asa Yoke. - 


4 
© 
i 


Secondly, Why are the convitions of the} | 
Spirit compared to a Toke ? | ; Ls 
Firſt, A Toke is very heavy and burden-W »- 
ſome. $0 is ſin when once the conſcience , 

is truly convinced 'of it,; Mine inquities are cu 
Lone over mine head, as an heavy burthen they} |... , 
are tvo beavy for me, Pſal. 38. 4. Andthere-Y .q. 
fore a ſoul under the ſenſe of fin is Aaid to ij 


be heavy laden, eAMatth 11,28. , © :; 
_  Secondhy, 
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| Secondly; A-Toke bows the Back by rea- 
ſon of its weight. Hence is that exprel- 
lion of the kindneſs of God to 1ſrael, Lev. 
26. 13. I have broken the Bonds of your Toke, 
and made you go upright ;, implying that the 


. Yoke Cauſes a man to bow and ſtoop under 
, it; ſo doth conviction of fin, it bows 
| the ſoul under it, / am troubled, I am bowed 
« | down greatly, 1 go mourning all the day long, 
» Pſal. 38.6. 

h Thirdly, A Toke is a galling, wounding 
f | thing; ſo is conviction : O how it wounds 


Is | with the ſenſe of ſin, and dread of wrath, 
p and 4 wounded Spirit who can bear ? 

- Foarthiy, A Toke is a taming thing. It 
/ tames the wildeſt Beaſt; fo conviction 
tames the moſt unruly Sinner, though he 
be never ſo raging in his luſts, yet when the 
1 Spirit of God doth but ſet fin cloſe to the 
P"*> conſcience; Ohow pliable is he ! Soit was 
0” with Sal, he breathed nothing but threat- 
P. nings and ſlaughter againſt the Diſciples of the 
Ml; Lord, Afqts 9g. 1, but Chriſt no ſooner 
ſmites him with a word from Heaven, but 
how tame and pliable is he! He trembling 
and aſtoniſhed ſaid, Lord, what wilt thou have 
metodo? y.6. And hence the convictions 
of the Spirit are fitly compared to a 
eI- Yoke, 

Thirdly, Every Sinner that ever ſhall be 
at's ſaved muſt come under this Toke of the Spirit, 
he) he muſt be brought to a conviction of his loſt 
7c-F eſtate. There is a neceſlity for this, and | 


will /hew you why ? 
A A | Reaſe' 
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Reaſon 1. Becauſe it is eſſential to ſound © 
converſion. What is converſion but a turning 
from ſin to God ? and how can a man turn hi 
from ſin withour a true ſenſe of fin? or how - at 
can he turn to God till he be made to ſee and * L 
feel the want of God ? therefore it is abſolute | a1 
ly neceſlary. 

Rea. 2. It is the conſtant method of God + uy 
with all that are capable of the work. Firſt, © L; 
He ſhews man his ſin, then his Saviour ; firſt © L, 
his wound, then his cure; firſt his malady, ** pit 
then his remedy ; firſt his danger, then his Tt 

Gen. 3-10, Redeemer. Thus God began with Adam and * br 
"_ Eve, he firſt opens their eyes to ſee their ſit" Ge 
and miſery, their nakedneſs and ſhame, anc, as 
then makes them a promiſe of the ſeed of tht ner 
Woman. God will have ſenſe of miſery g1 | 7e/ 
before the participation of mercy, He loch . 
upon man, and if any ſay, I have ſinned, an gOi 
it profited me not ; he will ſave his ſoul from gs | of 
ing down to the pit, and his life ſhall ſee the ligh | ſen 
Job 33. 27, 28. The Iſraelites are firſt ſtun 7 Ch 
Numb. 21, With the fiery Serpents, and then the Braze 7 Go 
6,8. Serpent is ſet up for them to look to for hea Sin 
ing. Peter's three thouſand Converts we; as 
firſt pricked in their hearts, and then hey + lon 

plies the promiſe, As 2. 37, 39. The Ga? #4 

is firſt ſtruck with a Spirit of trembling, as Veſti 

then Jeſus Chriſt is held out to him for ſalng Chr 
tion, As 16. 29, 31. ney 

Reaſ. 3. God will not fruſtrate and thei 
void the uſe of the Law. There would betÞloi 
conviCtion of ſin, no ſight of the miſery off we 

natural ſtate, bur for the Law; 3} 

t Pa © 
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* St Paul, | had not known ſin but by the Law, Rom. 7. 7, 
ng - How could he ? what ſhould diſcover it to 


rm him? Sin had not been fin but for the Law, 
2w - and therefore nothing can diſcover it but the 


md * Law, which is Index ſui & obliqui, for ſin is 1 Joh. 3-4- 


te- _ atranſoreſſion of the Law. 
The Spirithimſelf covl1 not faſten this Toke 
0d + upon the Sinners neck, but by the bond of the 


iſt, * Law, for ſin # not imputed where there i no Rotn.g.13, 


uſt | Law. Look how the Needle goes before to 
dy, * pierce the Cloth, and ſo makes way for the 
his  Thred to ſewit; ſothe Law goes before to 
and © break the heart, and ſo makes way for the 
ſia Goſpelto heal it. The Spirit makes uſe of it 


anc, as 4 School-maſter to bring us to Chriſt. Bon- Gal, 4. 24. 


the nerges makes way for Barnabas, and John for 
y fi Tejas. 
och - Reaf. 4. The foul lyes under no promiſe of 
an good from Chriſt, till it come under the Tokg 
; os * of the Spirit, Then it is ſenſible of fin, and 
oh | ſenſible Sinners lye under the promiſe of 
tan 7 Chriſt, There is fot one promiſe in all the 
aze © Goſpel made of Chriſtto a Sinner, as he is a 
1ea Sinner ; if there were, it would bein vain, For, 
we; as ſuch, he conld not receive it, nor can it be- 
ea longtohim, for he is under another Covenant, 
aol} Reaf, 5. Without this he can never ſet a true 
_ as Zeſtimate npon the blood and Grace of jeſus 
alng* Chriſt, The Pearl of Pardoning Grace ſhall 
= never be caſt before Swine that wallow un 
their ſins. Though Chriſt be free of his 
betbloud, yet we ſhall ſee the want of it before 
7 off we have it, that we may know the worth of 
ef 31t; when we enjoy it, He diſcovers himſelf in 
Pa : , D323 ſocti 
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ſuch a way as the Sinner may prize him moſt; 
and when is that, but when fin lyes with the 
greateſt load upon conſcience? When the 
Yole of the Spirit is heavieſt, then redempti- 
on by Chriſt is ſweeteſt. When he ſecs his 
Caſe at worſt, then he prizes Chriſt moſt, 
When he is made to know how wretched his 
itate is, then he conſiders how precious the 
bloud of Chriſt is. 

Reaſ. 6. Till the ſoul comes to bear the Toke 
of the Spirit, it can never be brought to cloſe 
with Chriſt upon Goſpel terms. It is ſenſe, 
of ſin and mitery that muſt bow the ſoul to/ 
Gods conditions of mercy. The reaſon why; 
ſo many Sinners periſh under the Call of 
Chriſt, is not becauſe they totally reject him, 
but becauſe tiicy don't make aright cloſe with 
him; they don't come up to God's terms 
There are ſtated Conditions which eyery one 
that would have Chriſt, and benefit by Chriſt, 
muſt come upto; and what are they ? Why, 
he that would bave Chriſt, muſt have 
whole Chriſt, Chriſt in all his Offices, not 
only as Prieſt, but as King and Prophet. And 
this neceſſarily ſupoſes a renouncing all ſin and 
luſt, a refulute owning and adhering to his 
Truths and Ordinances, and an unſeignedre. 
ſignation of heart and foul to his will in al, 
things. This is the right receiving of Chriſt. 
Now there are but few that can come up to” 
this; they would have Chriſt, but the 
would not part with their luſts; they would 
have a juſtifying Chriſt, but not a ſanCtifying. 
Chriſt z a Chrilt to pardon and fave _ 
ut 
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but not to purge and cleanſe them. There 1s 
ſuch a cloſe League between the natural man 
and his !uſt, that till confcience be convinced, 
and ſin imbitrere', the ſoul will aor be divor- 
ced; and fo {yy (Ciuill can't be received : 
therefore the: © is « acc llity LHarevery Sinner 
that would be faves, thould come under the 
Spirits Yoke. 

Fourthiy, It. is good to come under the Spi- 
rits Toke bciim-s, to bear tic Toke 1n a mans 
Yout'', «A mans Youth may have a twofold 
reſpect, either to the cariineſs of profeſſion, 
or to the carlineſs of being, 

Firſt, To the cailineſsof profeſſion. Our 
firſt entrance into the ways of God is called in 


Scripture our Youth, / remember the kindneſs Jer. 2, 2, 


of thy Youth, that is, of her firſt eſpoulals to 
God, as the next words explain it. Itis a 
bleſſed thing when our profeſſion of God and 
Religion begins in ſound and thorow conviett- 
ons. It is good to bear the Toke of conviction 
in the Touth of our profeflion : For that pro- 
feſſion of Religion that is not founded in con- 
viction of ſin, will never hold out; it cas, 
not laſt long ; It 1s Seed ſown m ſtony ground, 
which though it may ſpring up for a while, 
yet when tribulation or perſecution comes, 
becauſe of the word, it will wither away for 
want of depth of Earth to take root in, Mar. 
13. 20,21. It is good therefore to feund an 
early profeſſion in lound convictions. 
Secondly, It may reſpeCt the earlineſs of 
being. And that ſeems rather to be the ſenſe 


of the place. Yatablus renders it, from his 
D 3 Youth, 


4 


Aﬀts 5. 9, 
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TYouth,taking 2 for, |Q early impreſſions upon 
the conſcience by the convictions of the Spirit 
are a great good to the ſoul, Iris good to 
bear this Toke betimes, for three reaſons, 

1. Becaule the ſooner it is done, the eaſier 
it is done; the longer we are before we come 
under it, the harder it will betobear ir, The 
longer thou continveſt in fin, the harder it 
will beto bear repentance, If thy conſcience 
be ſo charged with guilt, that thou darelt not 
look yato 1t at ten or twenty years old, what | 
will it come to if thou letteſt it run on till fifty 
or ſixty, The longer the Debt ſtands in the } 
Book, the heavier the account when we come 
to reckon tor ail the arrears of ſo many years 
a@ual fins, added to the grand Debt of origi- 
nal ſin, Theretorc it is good to bear this Toke 
ia your Youth. Strength to bear it is then 
greateſt, and the burden to be born 1s then 
lighteſt, Guilt of fn encreaſcs by lying, and 
new gmlt daily added to the old, makes the 
burden tit] the heavier ; therefore 1t is good 
tocomply with the ſpirit of God betimes. 

Rea. 2, The ſooner it is begun, the ſooner 
it will be done; tlie ſooner this Toke is put 
on, the ſooner it will be put off : For it is but 
tor a time that the ſoul bears it, but how long 
or how little while is uncertain. Paul lay un- 
der it three days and nights ; the Goaler (for 
cught I can find) not above an hour; the 
three thouſand in As 2. not above the length 
of one Sermon. But ſome now adays are 
held days, and months, and years, according 
as the Caſe requires, But the ſaoner wecome 
under 
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under this Toke, the leſs while it is like to 
lye. 
: Reaſ. 3. How rich do ſuch grow 1n Grace 


that by early convictjon pals tixough the new 
Birth betimes. He that ers vp ſoonelt is lice 


to get thefairelt eſtatc if be improvehis oppor- 
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tunities. If one goto be an Apprentice wen rod of 
heis a man, there is a double inconvenience Bondage. 
init. Firſt, His ſervice will be much more P:75: 


irkſome and tedious. Secondly, The prime 
of his Cays will be gone wherein he ſhould 
have been trading for himſelf, had he been 
his own man. Though the work of the Spi- 
rit be better late than never, yet it is an un- 
known loſs the foul ſuſtains by a late wors. 

He loſes much joy and peace, the thought 
of his living ſo long without God becomes 
many times a new wound when the old is heal- 
ed, the after pains of the new birth do a- 
bide upon ſome to their dying day. And In 
this Caſe there is but little comfort though 
the work be real. 

He loſes much ſweet communion with God; 

He loſes many rich experiences z 

He loſes a great acceſſion of Grace. 
Growth in Grace is a work of time; and he 
that hath but little time, can make but little 
improvement. 

He loſes many opportunities of ſervice; 

Nay, he loſes much in the degrees of Glo- 
ry. Hidſt thou had more t':ne to ſow, thy Har- 
veſt woula have h-- - ater; for 15 4 man 
fows, {> ſhall be re efore he thu. ſpends 
the belt of his timz in cae ſervice of Lac fleih 
D 4 (if 
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(if he ſhould be converted at laſt, which yet 
few are) he is like to prove but a feeble Chri- 
ſtian. 

The more our opportunities of ſervice are 
if improved, and the more our ſeaſons of 
communion are if uſed aright, the richer mult 
we needs be, both in grace, experience and 
comfort : therefore it is the moſt thrifty courſe 
to be an early Convert, to bear the Spirits 
Yoke in our Youth. 


CHAP. Iv, 


(ont awning ſome uſeful counſel and direttions ta 
perſons of ſeveral denominations, with reſpect 
ro the Toke of the Spirit, 


Here ar" three forts of perſons I would 
JK ſpeak ſomewhat to by way of counſel 
and direction in t! 15 matter, 

Firſt, To ſuc! as ive 07m the Toke of the 
Spirit with good faccets, tr whom the Spirit 
of bondage hath at leſt berume the Spirit of 
adoption z who are paſſed iz.m a ſtate of fear 
and terrozr into a conditi.,1 of hope and com» 
fort, Your Duty lyes c'i: fly in theſe three 
things, be thanbful, be bums, be fruit ful. 

Firſt, Study thankfulnef,, and give the Glo- 
ry of this work to the Spirit af God, Weare 
very apt toaſcribe too much to means, to this 
or that Miniſter, alas! they are but poor In- 
itruments, Who #s Paul, and who ts Apollo, but 


s Cor.3- 8» Miniſters by whom ye believed, even as the Lord 


gave 
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gave to every man ? They have but the place 
of Inſtruments, God is the great Agent; 
and therefore all ſupernatural effects are to be 
aſcribed to him alone, Neither # he that 
planteth any thing , neither he that: watereth, 
but God that giveth the encreaſe. And there- 
fore the Apoſtle Pal having called the Church 
of Corinth his Epiſtle, in 2 Cor. 3. 2. he doth 
inv, 3. call them the Eprſtle of Chriſt miniſtred 
by us, written not with Pen and Ink,, but with 
the Spirit of the living God. Minillers are but 
as Pens, it is the Spirit of the living God that 
writes his Law in the heart by them, and thus 
they become the Epiſtle of Chriſt : and there- 
ſore let him that plorieth glory in the Lord, Is 
there not a cauſe ? Eſpecially if it he confi. 
dered, 

1. What a heart thine was when the Spirit 
of the Lord firſt took it in hand ; how hard ! 
how ſtubborn! how dead ! how obſtinate ! how 
long was the light oppoſed that ſhined in dark- 
neſs, and the attempts of the Spirit fruſtra- 
ted ! how great were the reſiſtances made by 
it againſt Grace! and how many the ſtrong 
holds of Satan which were pulled down to 
bring about the Conqueſt! Think how often 
the Spirits motions were lighted, his coun- 
{els ſet at nought, his ſtrivings reſiſted. Think 
how often he knocked, how loud he called, 
before he could be heard; think how much 
unbelief, how many confederacies with cor- 
ruption, what ſtrong luſts, what enmity to 
God and holineſs, lay in the way to obſtrutt 
the Spirits deſign. O what a mighty youues 

I 


1 Cor. 1. 
10 


Cor. 10. 
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did he put forth to make ſin a burthen, and 
to faſten his Fetters upon the ſoul, withour 
which thy reſiſtances had never been conquer- 
ed, nor thy thoughts brought into captivity to 
the obedience of Chriſt, And haſt thou not 
cauſe to bethankful ? 

2. How many miſcarry under the ſame 
convictions which have iſſued in a ſincere con- 
verſion to thy ſoul. Many by their ſights of 
ſin and Hell have been driven into utter de- 
{pair, as Cain and Spira, Many have laid vi- 
olent hands on their owa lives, 4s 7udas z ma- 
ny have ſtifled, and ſinned away rheir convi- 
Ctions, and thereby have provokcd the Spirit 
finally co withdraw, and give them up to 
hardneſs of heart; many have miltaken their 
convictions for converlion, relting in them, 
Hol.13.13s and fo periſhing ©: the place of the breaking 
forth of children. © Now that others ſhould e- 
ternally miſcarry under thoſe means that have 
been bleſſed to thy converſion , that they 
ſhould periſh ander the ſame convictions 
which have been to thee the pangs of the new 
birth. O what mercy is this ! While ſome 
deſpair and others preſume, thou art brought 
by a ſight of ſin to cloſe wtth Chriſt upon Go- 


ſpel terms. 
thankful ? 


And haſt thou not caule to be 


3. This Yoke of the Spirit being once ta- 
ken off, ſhall never be put on again; thou 
ſhalt never come under it more : Doth not the 
Scripture ſay as mach, Rom. 8. 15. Te have 
not received the ſpirit of bondage again to fear. 
In whomſoever the ſpirit of bondage once be- 


COMES 
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comes a ſpirit of adoption he is never a Firit of 
bondage moie in that foul, 1 after be hath 
once ieated our adoption to us, he ſhould again 
impreſs fears of eternal wrath upon us, he 
would herein be contrary to himiclt, 

Objett. But are not many of the Children 
of God, after Grace wrought, full of fears 
and apprehenſions of Hell and wrath ? 

Anſw, We muſt diſtinguiſh between bon- 
dage by deſertion, and bondage by the Spirit 
in convittion. A Believer under deſertion 
may be in bondage by his own ſpirit, but not 
by the ſpiritof God. When God doth ſuſpend 
the wonted influences of Grace and comfort, 
a mans own conſcience may fill him with tears 
of Hell and dread of wrath ; bur this is not 
from the ſuggeſtions of Gods ſpirit, but from 
the miltake of his own, He can never be a 
ſpirit of bondage more. And is not this cauſe 
of thankfulnels ? | 

4. How great the advantage is that comes 
by complying with, and yielding to the ſpirit 
in convincing work, For where he is com- 
plyed with in the beginning, he carries it on 
to perfection. If hc convinces of fin and the 
ſoul fall under it by humiliation and repen- 
tance, he will conviace of righteouſneſs too, 
and fo raiſe it up again by faith and depen- 
dance. Nay, by an early compliance with 
the ſtrivings of the ſpirit when he firſt comes 
to diſcover to thee thy loſt eſtate, thou haſt 
ſecured his preſence for ever , and he ſhall 
carry on this work of conviction fo long as 
there is any one luft remaining. A any" 
at 
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hath nced of the convictions of the ſpirit fo 
long as he lives. It is a miltake to think the 
convincing work of the Spirit is over when it 
hath diſcovered to a man his loſt eſtate, and 
ſo brought him to a cloſe with Chriſt; there 
isa great deal of convincing work yet to be 
done z as there isa ſinful eſtate, ſo there is a 
ſinful frame of heart. Now thongh the Be- 
liever can no more need the convictions of the 
Spirit as to the former (for his eſtate is chan- 
ged) yet he always needs them as to the lat- 
ter. Though he was convinced of the filthy 
nature and damning conſequences of fin to 
prepare him for Chriſt and converſion, yet 
there are convictions of neceſſary uſe to the 
carrying on and compleating the work of ſan- 
Cification. 

There is a great deceitfulneſs in lin, more 
than the Belicver ever yet law; and therefore 
he wants conviction of that. There isa great 
power in remaining lnſts to draw the heart from 
Chriſt, he wants further conviction of that. 
There 1s a gradual, ſecret hardening of beart 
which in-dwclling ſin works to even 1a the re- 
gencrate, he wants further conviction of that. 
Nay, how many ſecret, ſpiritxal luſts, hidden 
and cloſe corruptions are there in the heart, 
which at firſt entrance into a ſtate of Grace 
the Believer never ſaw, they lye in the heart 
undiſcerned till the Spirit comes in with fur- 
ther light, So that a Believer always needs the 
convincing work of the Spirit, it is cſſentially 
neceſſary to the perfecting of Grace and holi- 
nels. Now he that yields ta the convictions 
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of the Spirit at firſt, doth thereby ſecure them 
to the laſt. He ſhall never ceaſe enlighten- 
ing, flriving, counſelling, ſo long as there 1s 
any one luſt remaining. His influences ſhall 
abide till hc hath got the maſtery of every in, 


and judgment be ſent forth to vittory over every Marth, 12. 


> 


corruption. He dwelleth with you, and ſhall be 20. 


in you, John 14. 17. O what cauſe of thank- 
fulneſs have ſuch as have born the Spirits Toks 
with ſucceſs ! 

Secondly, Your Duty is to be humble, Re- 
member your Bonds ; ſo doth the Church, 
Lam. 3. 19, 20. Remembring mine afflittvon and 
my miſery, the Wormwood and the Gall, my ſoul 
hath them ſtill in remembrance, and i humbled in 
me. One excellent means to cure ſpiritual 
pride is to look often back to the days of your 
ſoul diſtreſles: therefore God when his peo- 
ple were ſettled in the promiſed Land, often 
remembers them of their wilderneſs ſtate, that 
they might not pride themſelves in their pre- 
ſent poſſeſſions, Det. 8. 2. Thow ſhalt remember 
all the way which the Lerd thy Ged led thee in 
the Wikderneſs to humble thee, And ver. 3, He 
bumbled thee, and ſuffered thee to hunger, And 
ver. 14, 15. Beware leſt thine beart be lifted 
up, and thou forget the Lord thy God, who led 
thee through that great aud terrible wilderneſs, 
wherein were fiery Serpents, and Scorpions, and 
drought, where there was no water ——-that be 
might bumble thee. No man will be lifred vp 
under his preſent mercics, that doth but feri- 
ouſly and frequently reflet upon his loſt cltate 
and the means and manner of his dcliverance, 
O think 
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Othink often of the ſighs and ſorrows, the 
tears and terrours, the griefs and groans of 
thy ſinking Spirit in the Day when the Arrows 
of God ſtuck there : How long thou halt for- 
merly Jain at God's foot , begging for one 
Drop of the bloud of Chriſt to pardon fin, 
one Dram of Grace to ſecure thy Eſtate, one 
glympſe of comfort to refreſh thy wearied 
and heavy laden ſpirit ; and then be proud if 
thou canſt, 

Thirdly, Labour to be frwerfu!. This is 
the great end of the Spirit in all his convicti- 
ons. He convinceth of ſin, to break off the 
Sinner from it; he convinceth of righte- 
ouſneſs, that the Sinner may ſeek after it z and 
he convinces of the neceſlity of holineſs, that 
hemay get it and grow up in it: ſo that ye ſin 
againſt, and fruſtrate the whole deſign of the 
Holy Ghoſt in his work in the heart without 
this. For ye are therefore made free from ſin, 
and become ſervants to God, that ye might have 
your fruit unto holineſs, Rom. 6. 22. And the 
ſame Apoſtle tells you (cap. 7 4 ) Te are be- 
come dead to the Law by the Body of Chriſt, that 
ye ſhould be married to another, even to him who 
is raiſed from the dead, that ye ſhould bring forth 
f-i5tto God, Labour therefore to be fruitful, 
for this is that which ſecures the Spirits influ- 
ences to your great advantage, Every branch 
that beareth fruit, be purgeth it, that it may bring 
forth more fruit, John 15, 2. 

S2condly, This DoCtrine affords matter of 
counſel to ſuch as never were under the Spi- 
rits Tche. I would commend to ſuch three 
thinzs eſpecially. Firſt, 
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Fir, Be perſwaded of the neceſſity of a 
true and ſound converſion, Think often of 
what Chriſt ſo ſolemnly averreth, John, 3. 3. 
Verily, verily 1 ſay unto thee, except a man be 
born again, he cannot ſee the Kingdom of God, 
And in order to this, think ſeriouſly what a 
miſerable ſtate an unconverted ſtate is: It is a 
ſtate of enmity to God, it is a ſtate wherein 
all the guilt of all the fins that ever you com- 
mitted (the leaſt whereof deſerves Hell) lyes 
upon the ſoul, and binds it over to eternal 
damnation, It is a ſtate wherein the bloud 
and righteouſneſs of Chriſt cannot avail us, 
for he pardons none whom he doth not change 
and convert, he comes (whereever he comes) 
by bloud and water. It is a ſtate which mingles 
a curſe with all your bleſſings, To the unbels- 
ving 88s nothing pure. 


tually good, 


It is a ſtate of death, 
for every unconverted Sinner is ſpiritually 
dead, he cannot do any one at that is ſpiri- 
It isa ſtate wherein the Sinner 
is not only liable to damnation as an Heir of 
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Hell, but he is condemned already, the Law John 3.18, 
condemns him though the final Sentence be 3s. 


not yet paſſed upon him; and if he dyes in 
that ſtate (without a real converſion) God 
will moſt certainly judge as the Law judgeth ; 
ſo that he is as ſure to be damned as ever he 
And all this the Word of God 
plainly atteſts. And is not there a neceſſity 
of a found converſion ? Is ſuch'a ſtate as this, 


was born. 


a ſtate to be reſted in ? No, not for a day, 4- Gen. 19. 
riſe, eſcape for thy life—leſt thou be conſu- 15, 17. | 
med, | 
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Secondly, Hearken no longer to the Devils 
ſuggeſtions and counſels; iis great delign is 
to keep thee ſecure in a carnal condition, to 
ward off all ſerious thoughts of ſpicitual and 
eternal concernment : and he hath innumera- 
ble methods and devices for the carrying on 
of this deſign, Sometimes by faſcination of 
the ſenſes with carnal pleaſures, ſometimes 
by incumbring the mind with worldly buſi- 
neſſes; (as in Luke 14. 18, 19, 20.) ſo that 
we have no leiſure for God and our ſouls. 
How often doth the Spirit knock, but cannot 
be heard ! how loud doth he call, but receives 
no Anſwer ! thow freely hath he tendred 
his counſels, but they have been ſet at nought ! 
Satan by the noiſe of bewitching pleaſures, 
or incumbring cares, makes the Sinner turn 
- deaf ear to all the Spirits calls and coun- 
els. | 
Or if the Sinner do at any time bethink 
himſelf of his ſoul and ſalvation, then he la- 
bours to perſwade him there is no danger, he 
is ſecure as to that by what Chriſt hath done 
and ſuffered for him if he doth fin, ſo do the 
beſt that livez and if he begs forgiveneſs, 
God is full of mercy. Thus he keeps men 
from repentance and ſalvation, by perſwading 
them they are ſaſe already ; and if he can but 
hide their danger from them, (which he indu- 
{triouſly endeavours to do) he knows he hath 
them faſt enough : For who will mind the 
Phyſician, that knows of no diſeaſe he hath ? 
who will think of turning back that concludes 
he is in the right way? who will ſtoop to the 
convictions 
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convictions of the Spirit that is perſwaded his 


ſins are pardoned , and his condition fafe ? 


Thus as Nebxchadnezzar put out Zedechiah's Jer. 39. 7 


eyes, and carried him captive to Babylon, ſo 
doth Satan blind Sinners to their eternal de- 
ſtruction. 

Thirdly, Do what in you lies to come under 
the convictions of the Spirit. As you value 

our fouls, and would have the way of the 
prepared into your hearts, be willing to 
be made truly ſenſible what a loſt ſtate you are 
in, For you muſt know, that it is one thing 
to be a Sinner, it is another thing to be con- 
vinced of it; it is one thing to be loſt « our 
condition, it is another thing to be loſt « our 
apprehenſion. 

There is a great difference between a ſtate 
of bondage, and 4 Spirit of bondage. Every 
Sinner is in a fate of bondage, but few come 
under the Spirit of bondage. The ſtate of bon- 
dage is a great curſe, the Spirit of bondage may 
be a real bleſſing : for the Spirit of bondage is 
to deliver us out of a ſtate of bondage. It 
hath been ſ@ to thouſands, and therefore why 
not to thee ? Therefore do what in youlyes 
to come under the convictions of the Spi- 
rift, 

Objeft, But have you not faid, that every 
Sinner is dead in fin by nature ? And if fo, 
then what can a dead Sinner do to obtain the 
Spirit, and the convictions of the 9pirit ? 

Anſw. There is ſomewhat in the order of 
means that men may do towards the obtain- 
ing of the Spirit of God, For though every 

E mag 
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man in a natural ſtate is dead ſpiritually, and 
therefore can do no ſpiritual aft; yet he can F 
do the acts of that life he hath, He is a living #® 
man, though he be dead in ſins; and God * 
commands us to ſhew our ſelves men: that is, | 
by aCting rationally, though we cannot aCt ſpi- # 
ritually, Though we cannot do any thing to 
compel the Spirit, becauſe he is free, yet we 
may ule thoſe means in which God is wont to * 
vouchſafe his Spirit. As for inſtance, . 
Firſt, There is an attendance upon the } 
Word preached. And this is the great Ordi-| 
nance of God for the convincingand convert- 
ing Sinners, the way by which the Spirit doth 
ordinarily work upon the ſouls of men. F 
Thovgh he is not tyed to means, yet God hati | 
appointed them, and he will put honour up- 
on his own appointments. How many thou 
ſands were pricked in their hearts, and fo cons 
vinced to converlion by that Sermon of Peter, 
AQts 2. 37. How was Lyaia converted, but}; 
by atrending to the things that were' preached be 
* Paul ? Aﬀts 16. 14, Theſe weapons are might[% 
through God to the prllizg down of ſtrong Hold, 
2 Cor.10. 4. The Law of the Lord « perfet, 
converting the ſoul, Plal. 1 9.7. 5 
Now this is every mans duty to attend up 
on the Word, and there is no Sinner but is 2 
ble todo this as well as any other natural 
moral action. Who is nof as able to go toE 
Sermon as toa Play ? And to frequent God 
Houſe as well as a Drinking-Houſe ? and 4 
read God's Book as ſeriouſly as a News Book 
Secondly, There is a diligent intention r 
mif 
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mind to be exerciſed in attending. on the Or- 
dinances of God, that we may underſtand 
and applythe things revealed as the counſel of 
God concerning us. And this every manthat 
bath the uſe of reaſon is able ro do. In other 
matters we can weigh things, and conſider 
them according to their weight and impor- 
tance, and why not in things that concern our 
ſouls, and our everlaſting happineſs ? Cannot 
a natural man reaſon thus ? Either theſe truths 
of the Word of God lignife ſomething or no- 


-thing; if nothing, why hath the wiſe God 


ordained them to bethus carneſtly preſſed ? If 
they do lignifie any thing, why ſhould they be 
thus ſinſully ſleighted ? 

Thirdly, lt is a Duty to pray over what we 
hear, and to beg ſucceſs upon the Word for 
the ends whereto God ſends it. And 1s not 
this in the power of every natural man? There 
is no man of reaſon but hath praying abilities, 
many indeed have their excuſes, they cannot 
pray ; but this js but to ſhiſt off Duty, and to 
excuſe one ſin by another. You never ſaw a 
hungry Beggar but could pray ; nor a Child 
of five years old, but when the Rod is at his 
Back can pray z and cQnna the Sinner cry to 
God ? When you go to hear, can you not pray 


that Gad would open your eyes to fee the wonders Plal. 115. 
of his Law ? Cannot you beg of God that 2% 


the Word may take hold of your heart, and 
pull down all the frong Holds there ? Can you 
not plead with him that he would ſend his Spi- 
rit to accompany the Word to your heacr, 
that fin may be diſcovered, and yout hard 
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heart broken, and that you may be made to 
ſee the need of Chriſt, and ſo brought to be. 
lieve in him for pardon and falvation? Theſe 
are no other than what every natural man 
hath power to perform, by the ſame aſliſtance 
with which he lives and moves; and who 
knows what God may do in a way of Grace 
and mercy when the Sinner is found thus do- 
ing ? 

, do not (dare not) ſay with the Papiits 
and eA*minians, That if we uſe our natural 


power todo our utmoſt, God is bound ex con- | 


gruo to give Grace; but yet this 1 = fay, 
That ſuch is the goodneſs of God that he ſel. 
dom, if ever, fails to give Grace to that man 
.that doth to the utmoſt of his abilities in the 
uſe of mcans endeavour to obtaig it ; nor had 
ever any cauſe to complain upon this account. 

And therefore let young ones hearken to 
this counſel, and as you love your ſouls do 
what in you lyes in the uſe of all Gods ap- 
pointed means to come under the Spirits 
Toke. For conſider, 

Firſt, You can never be brought from un- 
der the Toke of {in and Juſt, bur by coming 
under this Toke. Till you are weary of ſin, 
you will never forſake it, and you will never 
de weary of ſin till the Spirit of bondage hath 
made it a burthen to you, 

Secondly, You can never ſee the need you 
have of Jeſus Chriſt till you are brought under 
the Toke of the Spirit ; and till you do ſee your 


need of him, you will neyer hunger nor thirſt ; 


after him ; and ſo you will be excluded _ 
al 
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all benefit by his righteouſneſs, and then you 
muſt periſh. For the Scripture diſcovers no 
way of eſcaping wrath to come, but by being 
convinced by the Holy Ghoſt ficſt of fin, and 
then of righteonſnets. 

Thirdly, You can never take upon you 
Chriſt's Toke, which is the great command of 


the Goſpel, unleſs you have been ficſt under war. 17. 
this. There is (as | faid before) the Yoke of 29. 


the Spirit, and the Toke of Chriſt, the Toke 
of the Spirit is in conviction of ſin, the Toke 
of Chriſt is ig obedience, and the one 1s pre- 
paratory to the other ; you can never ſubmit 
to Chriſts Yoke until the Spirits Toke have ft- 
ted the neck to it, and ſo it becomes eaſie, My 
Yoke # eaſie, Matth. 11, 30, It isnoteaſie to 
the ſinner that is at eaſe, but to the weary 
ſoul it is. Then any Yoke but the Yoke of lult, 
any burthen to be delivered from the burthen 
of ſin and guilt. But who will walk in the 
narrow way that never entred in at the ſtrait 
Gate? Who will account ſubjection to Chrift 
freedom, until he hath firſt been weari- 
ed under the ſlavery of fins Dominion ? 
And this is a fruit of the convincing work of 
the Spirit. And will you not come under his 
Yoke? But when? It muſt be done out of 
hand , delay in this matter is very dange- 
rous, 

1, In regard of the indiſpolition it works 
unto. The longer fin hath poſleſſion, the 
more it will ſtrengthen it ſelf, and harden the 
heart againſt convictien ; and the barder 
the heart the greater the danger; for grow- 
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ing hardneſs improves it ſelf-into a judgment, 
Hardneſs perſiſted in provokes to hardening, 
2. ln regard of the uncertainty of our du- 
ration, Who knows bow few hours there 
are between him and eternity ? You that re- 
fuſe the Toke of the Spirit as a work fit for ri. 
. per years, *pray what ſecurity have you for 
the number of your years? Hath God faid 
you ſhall not dye next ſickneſs, or next Voy- 
age to Sea, or the next time you go to Bed, or 
walk abroad,? An hundred dye young to one 
_ That lives long, and is it not then an bundred 
to one but you may? And how if you ſhould 
dye in an unconvinced and unconverted ſtate ? 
Conſider what your eternal condition muſt 
Then be. O be willing therefore to come un- 
der this Yoke of the Spirit betimes. 
3. Here's matter of inſtruction to ſuch as 


are at preſent under the Spirits Toke, made ſen- | 
lible of i d of their loſt d cry | 


out of Heil and wrath, &c. | 

Firſt, Take heed of diſcouragernent. To 
Mourn under this condition, that is a duty; 
but to be diſcouraged and deſpond, that is a 
lin : For it obſtructs the ſoul ir. rhat which is 
its duty, it benurzns and weakens the work- 
king hand. The Spirit of rhe Lord hath no 
hand ;n this, he ſets {in home upon the heart 
to humble us and break us and lay us low ; 
but not to bring us to diſcouragement and ce- 
ſpair, unleſs it be in our ſelves: and therefore 
that isthe print of the Devils foot., It is one 


of his ſubtiltics ro rivet his temptations into ' 


Our convictions, When the Spirit of the Lord 
- | diſcovers 
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diſcovers lin in its guilt and fhilcy, tozout usof 
our (elves, and thew us our need of mercy, 
then he labours to ſink us down under the de- 
ſpair of mercy - therelore let not thy ſenſe of 
fn cauſe thee to draw falſe Concluſions, 
which in this Caſe is too common. For 
though thy Caſe be dark, it is not deſperate z 
though it is uncomfortable, it 1s not incura- 
ble z though it is ſad, yet it is not ſingular. 
For, 

Firſt, This is the way of God with all Sin- 
ners to whom he hath a purpoſe to ſhew mer- 
Cy. The Wilderneſs is the way to the Land 
of promiſe, 1 will allure her, and bring her into 
the Wilderneſs, and there ſpeak, comfortably to 
her, Hol. 2. 14, 

Secondly, T his lays thee under the Promiſe. 
For that promiſes are not made to Sinners in 
their ſins, but ta Sinners made ſenſible of 
their ſins 5 ſo that though thou art a Preſoner 
in 4 Pit where there is no water, Ezek. g. 11. 
yet thou art a Priſoner of hope, ver. 12. God 
invites ſuch as thou art, the tenders of Chriſt 
and Grace have a peculiar reſpect to thy con- 
dition, 

Thirdly, This is that which prepares the way 
of the Lordinto the heart. He comes not till 


the mountains be laid low, and the way prepered Lake 3. 4 


for him, and nothing doth this like ſenſe of 5. 
ſin, and fight ol a lolt eſtate: So that there is 
mercy even in being under the Spirits Toke, 

And therefore, | 
Secondly, Do not be unſenſible of the mer. 
cy of being under the bondage of the Spirit, 
E 4 Though 
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though it is not a Cafe that hath comfort in it, 
yet itis a Caſe that hath mercyin it. And no 
preſent miſery of any condition ſhould make 
us to overlook the mercy of that condition, 

You ſee ſin in its filthy nature and damning 

vilt, and thereupon are hlled with dread and - 
he ; and is not this a mercy? Though to do 
ſin is the moſt unprofitable work, yet to ſee lin 
is the moſt profitable ſight. Forſo long as fin 
is wnſeen, Chriſt will be ſought. The reme- 
dy is never deſired till our miſery be diſcerned 
and felt, 

Your conſcience is full of trouble, and you 
are weary, and cry out under the burthen of 
your ſoul-troubles; and is riot this a mercy ? 
How ſhall the burthen of ſin be removed, if 
conſcience be not troubled under it? The 
more the Sinners conſcience is at peace, the 
more ſin is in power, The ftrong man armed 
keeps that houſe, Luke 11. 12, Betides, it is the 
deiign of God that ſin ſhall be the trouble of e- 
very Sinners conſcience ſooner or later, here 
or in Hell. Hell is full of troubled conſciences, 
there is not one ſoul there but lyes under ter- 
rour of conſcience for fin ; for that is the worm 
that never dies, Maik 90. 44. Andis it not a 
mercy to be troubled for fn here rather than 
fn Hell? Here the trouble is but for a ſeaſon, 
there it will be for ever. Here the' end of 
Jour trouble for ſin is peace and comfort, 
Weeping may endure for a mght, but joy comes in 
the morning, Pla}. 30. 5. But in Hell your 
trouble will end in delperation and everlaſt- 
ing horrour, Whatever therefore your 
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troubles are, yet reckon it for a mercy that 
God hath brought you to a real ſenſe of your 
ſin and miſery, for that this is the only way 
to drive you cut of ypur ſclves to Chriſt. 
You had been undone bot for this undoing. 
Thirdly, Do not be weary of the Spirits 0- 
peration in his carrying on the work of con- 
viction ; leſt by growing weary of hs; Woke 
you make him weary of working. There ate 
two things Sinners expreſs a great wearineſs 
under, viz, the Word, and the Rod. Toſir 
long under the Word, or to Iye long under 
the Rod, O what a wearineſs isit! Now'to be 
weary of theſe is to be weary of the Spirits 
work ; for by theſe he calls agd knocks and 
ftrives to make his voice to be heard : and 
therefore they often go together, and hence 
you read of chaſtiſing and teaching , Plal. 
94. 12. The Rod prepares us for hearkening 
to the Word, and the Word teaches us to un- 
derſtand the Rod ; and therefore the Spirit 
ſometimes uſes them together. He binds them 
in Fetters, and holds them m Cords of afflittion, 
and then ſhews their work_and their ty anſereſſions, 


that they have exceeded, and (0 opens their ear to Job 46. 8. 
diſcipline, and commands that they return from in. 9, 10. 


aguity, Why then ſhould any be weary of the 
Spirits work? And yet that it is ſo, ismoſt e- 
vident.For why do Sinners ſo many ways ſtifle 
the motions of the Spirit in the ſoul 2 ſome- 
times looking on ſpiritual troubles as mere 
melancholy fancies, and as ſuch ſhake them 
off? Sometimes they are ſtifled by ſhame, leſt 
others ſhould think chem mad and diſtracted. 

| - Sometimes 
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Sometimes they are ſtifled by declining that 
Miniftry that deals moſt with the conſcience, 
and will notlet them alone in ſin. Sometimes 
by running into idle debauched company,that 
ſcoff away the troubles of a convinced conſci- 
ence. Sometimes by over buſineſs in worldly 
matters, The cares of this World choke the Seed, 
—- becomes unfr11tful, Math, 13. 22. 

nd is not this a great ſin? (it is murder 
to deſtroy a-Child in the womb.) | charge yon 
young ones with this ſin this day before the 
Lord. And I will prove you guilty of it : For 
what is the reaſon that tue Word preached 
hath ſo little ſucceſs, that ſo few of you are 
converted from your ſins and luſts to Chrilt ? 
I tell you this is the reaſon, You have ſti. 
fled the motions of the Spirit of Go in your 
ſouls, you have reſiſted and quencned him, 
you have broken his Toke from off your neck ; 
and do ye underſtand what ye d0? Do ye 
know the miſchief of this lin ? 

It drives the Holy Spirit out of the heart. 
You ſay to him depart, you are weary of his 
ſtriving to make you weary of ſinning. 

It greatly gratifies Satan. For his deſign is 
to harden the heart againſt the impreſſions of 
the Spirit, and ſo lead Sinners to a Hell 
through a Fools Paradiſe, 

It provokes the Lord to give you up to 
your own hearts luſts and vile affetions. And 
I am perſwaded that it is the Judgment that 
many of the young Generation of this day lye 
under, P 

lt proyokes him to take away the __— 
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And lam afcaid that this Judgment is at the 
door; for why ſhould God continue it to a 
Generation that ſlight and reject it? And wo 
to ſuch as ſhall be found to beve had a hand 1n 
ſinning away the Golpel. 

[c is this fin that makes Hell hot indeed. It 
will be one of the ſaddeſt reflections in that 
ſtate for a damned Sinner to recal the many 
ſweet motions of the'Spirit, which in his day 
of Grace he had. In ſuch a Sermon how was 
my heart touched, and my conicience awa- 
kened ! Bur alt came to nothing, In ſuch a 
ſickneſs, how did the Spirit of God deal with 
me, and ſet ſin home, and madeit a btrthen ! 
What promiſes and reſolutions did I- then 
make toſhake' off fins, to kave my former 
wicked courſes,” but it came to nothing ! Had 
I then yielded to the ſtrivings of the Spirit, 
and hearkened to his calls and counſels, I had 
never felt theſe flames, But my lighting 
God, breaking the Spirits Toke. by reſiſting 
and quenching his motions, this is that. which 
hath broughr' this endleſs miſery upon me. 
O what a dreadful thing is it to be weary of 
the Spirits work, when he comes to convince 
of ſin? : 
Queſt. But when may a man be ſaid to be 


weary of the Spitirs work ? 


eAnſw. Firſt,' When he cannot endure an 
awakening, convincing Miniſtry, nor ſearch- 
inz'truths; but Jedines thoſe Doctrines that 
interrupt him in the way of his' luſts, and di- 
ſturb the quiet of his conſcience; as Fekx did 


Paul's Sermon of righteouſneſs and judgment to 
: come, 
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come, becauſe it made him tremble ; the Do- 
Qtrine came too cloſe to his conſcience, and 
therefore he diſmiſſes the Preacher to a fitter 
ſeaſon, eAQs 24. 25. 

Secondly, When he is over-haſty for peace 
and comfort, then he is weary of the Spirits - 
Toke. This is the Caſe of moſt, they are no 
ſooner under the ſenſe of ſin, but they muſt 
have comfort. The Arrows of the Almighty 
are ſharp, and when they go deep do cauſe an 
unſpeakable ſmart, no wounds to the wounds 
of God in the conſcience, A wounded Spirit who 
can bear ? Prov. 18. 14. In this Caſe it is very 
natural to cry out for comfort. But to ſeek 
the cure for a wound before it is ſearched and 
cleanſed, is to make the remedy worſe than 
the diſeaſe. Unſeaſonable comfort is ever wn- 
ſound comfort. And when it comes before 
the Sinner is fic for it, it is then — ; 
and ſuch comfort is from Satan, not from the 
Comforter; for he firſt makes the ſoul fit to 
receive comfort, and then applies it. 

Qweſt. When is the ſoul prepared and fit 
to receive comfort ? 

Anſw. Five things muſt concur to make up 
this meetneſs for comfort - 

Firſt, The heart mult be truly broken and 
humbled under a ſenſe of fin. Comfort is 
proper for Mourners, and therefore the pro- 
miſe is made to ſuch, I will reſtore comfort to 
his Mourners, Iſai. 57. 18. Bleſſed are they that 
mourn, for they ſhall be comforted. Humuliati- 
on fits for conſolation. 

Secondly, When wearineſs of the _ 
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of ſin drives the Sinner to Chriſt. Many run 
to Chriſt under their convictions, that yet 
are not fit for comfort ; for i is ſmare that 
drives them, and not gwlr;, ſorrow, and not 
ſm; and therefore they ſeek more far peace 
and eaſe than for pardon and righteouſneſs. 
Though ſuch may delire comfort, yet they are 
not fit for it, for reſt is for the weary and heavy 
laden. 

Thirdly, When it is made freely willing 
not only to come to Chriſt, but to cloſe with 
and receive him upon his own terms; that is, 
as a Prince to rule, as well as a Prieſt toredeem 
and ſave; when it is as willing to ſubmit to 
the Duties of bis Toke, as to reap the benefits 
of his Croſs z as deſirous to be ſanttified as ſa- 
ved; to be freed from fins reigning power, as 
well as from its damning exalr, Then is it fig 
ſor comfort. 

Fowrthly, When the Work of converſion is 
actually wrought in the ſoul, then it is fit for 
comfort. A ſtate of ſin cannot be a ſtate of 
comfort, There us no peace, ſaith my God, to 
the wicked, Iſai. 57.21. The Spirit of God 
cannot be a comforting Spirit where he is not a 
converting Spirit. Could he be ſuppoſed to 
work peace without Grace, he would harder 
the Sinner in ſin, inſtead of raning him from 
itz and ſo contradi(t his own deſign, which 
is firſt to work Grace, and then peace ; firſt, he 
converts, and then he comforts. 

Fifthly, When a man makes conſcience of 
Duties, and uſes all means for the obtaining 
comfort, as if it were to be obtained by doing, 
an 
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and yet at the ſame time depends upon th 
Spirit for comfort, as if he had done nothing: 
Some look to their Duties for comfort, and 
ſo ſlight the Spirit, whoſe work is to give 
comfort; and others look that the Spirit 
ſhould do all, and ſo ſinfully neglect thoſe 
means by which comfort comes in, Means 
without the Spirit cannot comfort, and the 
Spirit in the neglect of means will not ; but 
when a man depends upon the Spirit in the uſe 
of mcans, then he is ht for comfort. 

But if the heart be not broken, if ſin be 
not a burthen, if the will be not bowed to 
Chriſt by converting Grace, it is not prepa- 
red nor fit for comfort; the ſeaſon of com- 
fort is not yet. And therefore to. deſire it 
without labouring for a meetneſs for it, is to 
be weary of the Spirits Yoke. 

Thirdly, Then a man is weary of the Spi- 
rits Toke, when he nſes improper remedies, 
Skins over the wounds the Spirit makes in the 
foul with wrong Plaiſters; torning from a 
looſe converſation to a profeſſion of Retigion, 
and ſo by an empty form of godlineſs bringing 
in a dceluſive peace, to the undoing of his ſou). 
Know this, That nothing can adminiſter true 
quiet to a wounded conſcience, but the blgud 
of Jeſus, Rom, 5. 1. It is the cunning of Sa- 
tan to hurry a troubled Sinner. to an empty 
profeſſion of Religion, that fo he may take 
upſhort of Chriſt and converſhon. He js for 
any work, but a ſaving work. Take heed 
therctore of uſing improper remedies far the 
cure of ſonl-wounds ; and (which is g wy 
ary 
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ſary caution in this place) take heed of im- 
prudent Guides, and unskilful ConduCtors of 
thy ſoul in this Caſe. There needs one of 4 


LE 


thouſand to be an Interpreter in this matter. Job 33, 
All that take upon them to be Preachers, are 23 


not fit for this work ; they do nct skill how 
to deal with a wounded conſcience ; ſome 
make the wound too wide, ſome bind it up 
too ſoon, ſome uſe improper remedics for 
healing. 

There are many ſpiritual Mountebanks as 
well as nataral, that poyſon ſick ſouls, as 0- 
thers do ſick Patients. Of all things there- 
fore take heed what ſpiritual Phyſicians you go 
to when ycu are under a wounded conſcience, 
and ſick of fin: for he that ſhall b::d where 
God looſeth, or looſe where God binds, is unskil- 
fil in the word of righteouſneſf, and knows rot 
how or when to apply either the terrours of 


_ the Law, or the comforts of the Goſpel. 


Fourthly, Then a man is weary of the Spi- 
rits work, when he breaks off his Toke, Such 
were they in er. 5. 5. They have altogether 
broke the Toke, and burſt the bonds. This is 
done by ſtifling the Spirits motions, refnſing 
his courſcls, blotting out the impreſſions he 
makes. Indeed a ſtate of convictions not a 
ſtate to continue in; therefore we ought to 
labour in the uſe of God's aprointed mcans 
to get out of it. Though it is a mercy to be 
oo under the Spirits bonds and bondage, 
yet the mercy is not with reference to the ſtate 
it ſelf, but to what follows ; tberefore it is 


" good to paſs through it, but not to continue 


Heb, $13» 


% 


Ecclef. 3. 


Ver. 3» 


Rom. 7. 9+ 


Mal. 4- 26 


The Good of Early Obedience. 


Convictions are like travailing pangs, 
which are a mercy, as being greatly helpful to 
the forwarding the birth ; but if they conti- 
nue ever long, they 'ſpend natural ſtrength, 
and deſtroy the Mother and the Infant too. 
Hence that of God to Ephraim, Hoſ. 13. 13. 
The ſorrows of a tr availing woman ſhall come up= 
on him, he is an unwiſe Son, for he ſhould not 
ſtay long in the place of breaking forth of Chil- 
dre. Toltay long in the birth deſtroys both 
the birth and the Bearer too. The captive ex- 
oe haſteneth that he may be l[ooſed, and that he 
ſhould not dye in the pit, Iſai. 51.14. But yet 
take heed of making more haſte than good 
ſpeed. Though it is a Duty to labour to get 
from under the ſtate of bondage, yet it is a fin 
to break the Toke of the Spirit of bondage; 
therefare take heed of this. The preſent Du- 
ty is to wait the Spirits ſeaſon, To every thing 
there iv a ſeaſon; there 1s a time to kill, and a 
time to heal ;, a time tobreak down, and a time to 
build up: this is the Spifits ſeaſon, And then 
it follows, There # 4 time to weep, and 4 time 
to laugh ;, a time to mourn, and a time to dance : 
that is your ſeaſon. His killing and breaking 
time, is your weeping and mourning time z but 
when his healing time comes, then is your time 


to laugh and dance. Be willing therefore to be 


ſlain by the coming of the Commandment, and to 
lye dead under the Spirits wounds, till the 
healing and reviving time comes. Is there 
not a promiſe that che Sun of rigbteouſnef ſhall 
ariſe with healing in his wings ? and that be that 
goeth forth and weepeth , bearing precions ſeed, 


all 
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ſhall dowbtle)s come again with rejoycing , bring- Pal. 126, 


ing by ſheavs with him ? And thereltore do not 6. 
dare to uſe any indiret mcans in hopes of 
relief z he that would ſee a good ifſue of this 


work mult ſtay the time ; Jr #5 good that a man Lam.z. 26. 


ſhould both hope and quietly wait for the ſalvation 
of the Lord. 

4. While you are under the Yoke of the 
Spirit, give diligence to make a right uſe of 
it, by improving your convictions while you 
are under them , leſt che Spirit ceaſe his work 
and leave you, and ſo your convictions die, 
and wither, and come to nothing. This 18 
a very common caſe ; for whence is it that 
convictions do fo ſeldom end in converſion ? 
Many are convinced, and yet few converted : 
they have many and ſtrong convictions, yet 
periſh under them : they are made to ſee their 
loſt eſtate, and yet never come to Jeſus Chrilt. 
Now whence is this, but from the lighting 
and not improving their convictions? Of all 
duties therefore be ſure make Conſcience of 
this, when the Spirit ſtrives , then do you 
{trive, when he works, then is your time to 
work. I pray conſider four things. 


Firſt, What a price to get wiſdom this work Prov. 19. 
of the Spirit puts into our hands : and ſhall it 16. 


be a price in the hand of fools, that have no heart 
ro it ? nodeſire to obtain it ? The ſtrivings of 
the Spirit time your ſeaſons of grace: For 
though every day is a time to repent and be- 
lieve in; yet a man hath not his ſpecial fea- 
ſons and opportunsties for this every day. 
Opportunity is more than time, it is the _ 
F en 
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and ſeaſon of time, it is time fitted for aCti- 
on, a conjunction of time and means toge- 
ther to bring a thing about. ' When God 
ſhews a man his undone condition by reaſon 
of lin, and makes a tender of Chriſt to him, 
and the Spirit ſtrives with kim to bring him 
to accept the tender, then is his ſeaſon. As 
the Lord faid to David, 2 Sam. 5. 24. When 
thou heareſt the ſound of a going in the tops of the 
mulberry=trees, then thou ſhalt beſtir thy ſelf, for 
then ſhall the Lord go out before thee. 

Secondly , Contider how caſte the conver- 
ſion is of thoſe ſinners that comply with and 
duly improve the ſeaſons of the Spirit. All 
things are ealie in the Spirits ſeaſons. Great 
births are brought forth with ealie' travail. 
How came Sarab, barren Sarah, to have a 
Son at ninety years old ? why God came ac- 
cording to the time of life , and Iſaac 1s born. 
So when the Spirit comes according to the 
time of life , when his ſeaſon is to bring life 
to a dead Soul, then it lives; you muſt know 
that I/aac was not ſo much the Son of Abra- 
hams loyns as of Gods promiſe , begotten by 
the Power of God making good the promiſe ; 
and therefore called a child of promiſe , Gal. 4. 
28. So is every Believer ; born, not of the 
will of the fleſh , but of God. By the power of 
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God put forth throngh the promiſe. And F 


hence all things in converſion become eaſe. 
How difhcult ſoever they are to the Creature, 


yet in the Spirits ſeaſon they are eaſie, becauſe ; 


of®a Divine power. 


How hard a work is it to repent and turn | 
from 


= - VTU0Y ww _ Y' 


" 
—. 
- 


The Good of Early Obedience.” 


from ſin! a very difficult duty 3; therefore 
compared to cutting off a limb : But yet in 
the Spirits ſcaſon how ealie. is it. Zachene, 


ſays Chriſt, make haſte , and come down : here Luk-15. 5- 


is the ſeaſon of Chrilt upon his Soul ; and how 


ealily is bis repentance brought about: - Be- yerl. 8 


hold, Lord, the half of my goods I grve to the 
poor , and if I have taken ought from any man by 
falſe accuſation, 1 reſtore him fourfold. 

How hard a work is the work of believing ! 
no duty more difficult. Ir is eaſier to keep 
all the commands of the Law , than that one 
command of believing : And yet when the 
ſealon of the Spirit comes, how calie 15 It. 
For now all things concur to bring it about, 
the Commandment comes, the eyes are open- 
ed, ſin is made burdenſom, the need of Cariſt 
is felt, and by theſe means the Spirit draws, 
and then the ſinner runs. 

Ah how caſic are all things in converſion 
made by the Spitits ſeaſons to the Soul that 
complies with them and improves them ! 

Thirdly, Confider this is the higheſt and 
laſt of means. for converſion. (1) lt is the 
higheſt, it is that which puts efficacy into all 
other means, which without it can operate 
nothing. It is that which can make the weak- 
eſt means as ſucceſsful againſt the proud-ſt 
laſts, as the Rams horas were againſt Zeriche, 
though her walls reached to Heaven. (2) Ir 
is the laſt means that God ever uſes to convert 
linners, he hath appointed no other means to 
ſucceed this; and therefore if you ſin againlt 
your convictions you quench the Spirit, = l 
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he may be ſo quenched as never to be kindled 
again , and then your converſion becomes a 
thing impoſſible. And therefore 

Fourthly , Conlider what a miſchief it 
brings upon you not to improve the convictt- 
ons of the Spirit. 

[s it not a miſchief when all the Ordinances 
and means of Grace are rendred fruitleſs and 
unſucceſsfu) ? This is an effect of not impro- 
ving the Spirits convictions, 

- Nay, isit not a miſchicf to turn the edge 
of that Word againſt your Souls, that was 
&cligned againſt your ſins? This is a fruit of 
not improving the Spirits convictions. 

Is it not a miſchicf when the heart grows 
harder and harder under ſoftning means ? This 
is a fruit of not ymproving the Spirits con- 
victions. , ; 

Is it not a miſchief to be delivered up to a 
cannot 10 believiug ? Why he that improves 
not the convictions of the Spirit, provokes 
him finally to depart, and then the ſinner 1s 
delivered upto a carne in believing. There- 
fore they could not believe, Joh. 12. 39. 

Is it got a Miſchicf when the Oath of God 
ſcals up a perſons, or a pcoples deſtruction ? 
Why thus it is when the convidctions of the 
Spirit are not improved, 1 ſware in my wrath 
thas they ſhould not enter into my veſt , Plal. gs. 
11, And whowere theſe ? They were a peo- 
pic that had long reſiſted the ſtrivings of the 
Spirit, 

fs therefore be diligent to improve your 


convictions while you are under them. a” 
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if you ask me how they muſt be improved ? 
| ſhall give only this one an{wer : and that 1s 

By haſtening to Jeſus Chrilt for pardoning 
and converting Grace. You uvever Imp: ove 
your convictions aright till you are brought 
by them to a ſaving cloſe with Jeſus Chriſt, 
In conviction of fin the Soul is purfued with 
the avenger of blood, and if he overtakes him, 
he ſlays him : there is no eſcaping but by fl-e- 
img to the City of refuge. So Chrilt is called, 
Heb.6. 18. the word xaleaguyby]ss there vuied, 
doth import two things; (1) A» apprehenſion 
and ſenſe of impendent danger putting a man 
upon flight for deliverance, leſt the evil tear- 
ed ſhould overtake him. (2) Speed and ail 
gence 1n that flight to the place whege he ex- 
pects to find fuccour and ſafety. And where 
is the place of ſafety for a ſinner under guilr, 
and purſued by the Curſe of the Law, and 
dread of the wrath of God , but only in the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ? Hence is that counſel of 
the Holy Gholt, Tarn ye to the ſtrong bold ye 
priſoners of hope, Zech. g. 12, O make haſte 
to Jeſus Chriſt, fo dil Zackeus when Chriſt 
called him , Luke 19. 5. He made baſte, and 
came down and recerved him joyfully, v. 6. 

You that are young, and have had early [tri- 
vings of the Spirit, early convictions of ſin; ſee 
that ye improve them by an carly ſeeking 
after Jeſus Chriſt, otherwiſe the Spirit may 
ceaſe ſtriving, and depart and never return 
again ; thy convictions may die and neyer 
revive again; thy day of Grace may be {inned 
away, and then it can never be recalled again. 
F 3 'Þ;her 
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Other things a man may loſe , and recover 
them again. He may loſe his kecalth, and re- 
cover It again ; he may loſe his eſtate, and 
recover It again; bur if thy day of Grace be 
once loſt, thou canlt never recover that again, 
no, not for any price , thou canſt not pray it 
back again, nor weep it back again. Eſas's 
tears come too late, Heb. 12. 197. no foriow, 
no repentance will recover it; and therefore 
bleſſed are they that have improved the Toke 
of the Spirit into a ſaving union with Jeſus 
Chriſt, that by being made to feel the burden 
of ſin, and the weight of Gods wrath , and fo 
ſeeing their loſt and undone ſtate as in them- 
ſelves, have been outed of themſelves, and 
made willing to accept of Chriſt upon Gods 
conditions, and in Gods ſeaſon, and ſo have 
believed in him tothe ſaving of their Souls, 
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The Doftrine laid down, Chriſt hath h& Tole. 
What :: tw. The Nature and Properties of 
tis Veg, Why the Commands of Chriſt are 


called a Yoke. 


Hen I entred upon theſe words the laſt 
'ear on this occaſion, I told you of a 
threefold Toke , that it is good for a man to 
bear in his youth. 
The Toby of Affiftion, 
The Toke of Convittion by the Spirit. 
The Yoke of Subjettion to Jeſus Chill, 


The 
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The Yoke of Afiidtion i yave ipoken to, and 
ſhewed you cixce £vod oft bearing toat betimes. 
I have alto ſpoken of the Toke of Co:wtion of 
fin, and have ſhewe you that every ons toat 
would be taved, mult come unde: 31S Toke 
of the Spirit; and that this Toke is neceſſary 
to prepare the Sonl for the Toke of Chriſt, | 
now therefure am to ſpeak oi this Toke, And 
the DoCtiine upon which I ſhall found my dil- 
Ccourie ſhall be this. 

Dot. That it # 700d for young ones to come 
under the Y oke of Chriſt betimes, 

I ſhall ſpeak to the Doctrine in theſe parts, 

1, That jcfus Chrilt ath his Tokg. 

2, Why are the Commauds of Chriſt called 
a Toke? 

3. Why is it the concerament of cvery one 
to take up the Toke of Chriſt in his Youth ? 

4. Remove ſome ſtumbling blocks out of 
the way of this duty, 

' F- Bring home all to our ſelves by applica- 
ion, 

1, That Jeſus Chriſt hath his Yoke. For he 
isa King, as well asa Prieſt and a Prophet. As 
he redeemed us by his Blood, ſo he rules us 


7! 


by his Power, As he is a Prieſt por his Throne, 76h, 6. 
ſo he fits and rules upon bus Throne. And there- 13. 


fore in Revel. 1, 13. he is deſcribed as cloathed 
with a garment down td the foot , and virt about 
the paps with a golden gwadle, Thele long gar- 
ments were eſpecially uſed by two forts of 
perſons, King: and Prieſts (as you may ſee by 
comparing /ſai. 22. 21. with Afar, 12, 38.) 
$0 that it ſcrs outj his Donmon joyntly with 
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his Satfattion and /nterceſſiun. Theke Offices 
are for ever united in Chriſt z they may be 
diſtinguiſhed, but cannot be divided. He is a 
Prieſt to none where he is not a King; there 
can be no ſharing in his Mercy but by ſubmit- 
ting to his Authority. The. benefit of his 
Death and Blood is limited to the acknow- 
ledgment of his Scepter. Where Chriſt can- 
not be a Head, he will not be a help, where 
he cannot rule, he will not reheve ; where he 
can be no King, he will be no Feſws. Thoſe 
mine exemies that would not that I frould reign 
over them, bring hither, and ſlay them before me, 
Like 19. 27. Slight his Power, and you in- 
cur his diſpleaſure ; reject his Authority, and 
you become Traitors to his Crown ;, and that 
is death} without mercy. He pardons none 
whom he doth not yule, ſaves none that do 
not ſubmit. 

But herc arc two Queſtions. 

1. What is this Toke of Chrilt ? 
2. Why is it called a Toke ? 

Qneft. 1. What is this Toke of Chriſt ? 

Anſw. It conſiſts of his Commai.ds, cſpe- 
cially thoſe Conditions which the 1.ore! Chriſt 
puts upon every foul ia order to the obraining 
of that Salvation ang Glory whicl: hc hath 


. purchaſec, For Chriit hath not fo vurchaſed 


Salvation for any, as that they ſhould! be ſaved 
meerly upon the account of his Deatt:. There 
were ccrtain Terms and Conditions of Salya- 
tion agreed upon between the Father and the 
Son in that Covenant oi Redemption that 
palled between them , and none can be ſaved 

| by 
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by all which Chriſt hath done and ſuffered, 
but -upon theſe Conditions , and they are, 
Self-demal, Faith, Repentance , taking up the 
Croſs, Obedience , all the necellary duties of 
Religion. Theſe are the unpalterable Condi- 
tions of Life and Salvation ; and theſe Condi- 
tions of Salvation arc the Toke of Chriſt. Take 
my yoke upon you, Mat. 11. 29. And this Yokg 
is varioully expreſſed in Scripture, ſometimes 
it is called a Way : The way of the Lord, Prov. 
10.29. The way of righteouſneſs, Prov.8.20, The 
way of holineſs , Iſai. 35. 8. The good old way, 
Jer. 6, 16, The way everlaſting, Plal, 139, 24. 
Sometimes it is called a Burden, Mat. 11. 39. 
Revel. 2. 24. Sometimes It is called a Rule, 
Ga'.6. 16. Phil. 3. 16. 

But moſt commonly this Yoke is called a 
Law, and fo points to the Soveraignty of God 
over man in common with the reſt of the 
Creatures. For all Crcatnres that cver God 
made arc under a Law, The moſt glorious 
part of the Creation of God was the humane 
Nature of Chrilt, and yet that was made in 
a ſtate of ſubjeCftion toa Law ; Made under the 
Law, Gal. 4. 4. The Scripturcs ſpeak of three 
Heavens, the airy Heaven, the ſtarry Heaven, 
and the third Heaven, called the Heaven of 2 Cor. 12, 
heavens, Deut. 10, 14. and all the Creatures * 
in cath Heaven are under a Law. 

Look into the Heaven of heavens, there dwell 
the Angels and bleſſed Spirits in a ſtate of Glo- 
ry, but yet it is a ſtate of ſubjetion and obe. 
dience ;, they are all zz:der a Law; they have 
many immunitics we haye not. They are 
| freed 
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freed from all infirmitics of the fleſh, from 
the neceſſities of meat and drink, freed from 
dying ; bur they are nat freed from homage 
and duty to God. They are under a Law 
there ; Pſal. 103, 20, Bleſs the Lord ye his An- 
gels that excel in ſtrength , that do his command- 
ments, bearkening to the woice of his word, Their 
ſtate of Happineſs doth not exempt them from 
obedience, therefore they owne themſelves 
our fellow-fervants, Revel. 19. 10. 1 am thy 
fellow-ſervant : And that petition 10 the Lords 
Prayer, Thy will be done 1n earth as it $5 in hea- 
ven , ſhews thar they arc under a Law of obe- 
dicnce, though in a glorified ſtate. 

Look into the (tarry Heaven, and all the 
Hoſt there ace undera Law; Sun, Moon, and 
Stars obſerve their courſes, and vary not from 
their appointed motions, He hath wade a de- 
cree which ſhall not paſs, Pai. 148. 6. 

Look into the lower Heaven, and you ſhall 
find a governing Law there : Fſal. 148. 8. Fire 
and hail , ſnow and vapor , (tormy wind fulfilling 
his word, Who can govern the wind ThaT 
blows where it liſts ? or give a Law to an un- 
ruly tempelt, that bears down all before it ? 
and yet theſe fulfil Iis word, He makes the 
ſtorm a calm, Pſal. 107, 29. 

Look lower tp that raging and unruly Ele. 
ment, the Sea; no Potentate on Earth can 
bridle one wave. Xerxes preſumed he could 
tame the Helleont, but it knew not his pow- 
er, nor felt his wrath ; neither could his three 
hundred ſtripes allay the fury of its waves, 
nor his fctters, thrown in, bind it from ra- 
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It is ſtoried of Canutzs our Daniſh Ring, 
that when his Courticrs would have flattered 
him into a belicf of a kind of Omnipotency 
in him, he caulzd his Chai to be ſet By the 
Sea-ſhore at time of flood , and fitting down 
commands the Sca tins, / charge thee come not 
upon my Land, nor wet my Roves, But the Sea 
coming on, without rcgard to lis Command, 
made him glad to retreat, whereupon he crys 
out, How vain a::d wea\, 1s the power of Prin- 
CEFS, 

None but God can fer bars and doors to it, 

5itis Job 38, 10, And what are theſe bars 
all doors ? not the ſands, nor banks, nor 
rocks, ſo much as tlic Law of Heaven for 
ſo it ſollows in the next words, Hitherto fha:'t 
thou come , but no further , and here ſhall thy 
proud waves be ſtaid, v. 11, This is the bound 
it can't paſs oycr, other banks and bounds it 
can, and hath paſſed, as in Noahs Deluge, 
Hiſtory reports of many fad inundations of 
the Sca, no bonnd can hold it but this Law 
of Heaven : Thou ha#t ſet « bonnd that the wa- 
ters may not paſs over , that they turn not again 
to cover the earth, Plal, IO4. 9. 

So that all Creatures are under a Law ac- 
cording to which all their motions are guided 
and governed. Now theſe Laws differ accord- 
ing to the differing nature of the Creatures 
that are under them, all are not capable of 
Moral government, but Man is, being a crea- 
ture htted with intellefive and ele@ive pow 
ers 3 Therefore the Law by which he is g9- 
yerned is the Moral Law, with the ſupcrac!- 

C:t:00 
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dition of Gods revealed will to all that art 
under the Goſpel. 

And the will of Gad is revealed two ways, 
in his Word, and in his Works, The one 1s 
voluntas de nobis, Gods will concerning vs: 
The other is voluntas in nobis , his will in us, 
co be done by us; in the one conliſts our attzve 
obedience, in the other our paſſive ; attive obe- 
dience reſpects his Precepts, paſſive reſpeCts his 
Promidences ; and obedience is as truly manife- 
ſted in the one, as in the other ; in patience as 
in Holineſs ; for as in Holineſs we owne God as 
the ſupreme Law-0zver, 10 in patience we owne 
him as the ſupreme Lor4, who hath abſolute 
Dominion over all Creatures an: all Events, 
And this is the Yoke of Jeſus Chriſt. 

And it hath fix eſſential Properties belong- 
ingtoit, which do fo deſcribe the Nature of 
it, as that it may be diſtinguiſhed from all 
other Yokes, | 

Fir#t, It is a pure Toke : and needs it muſt ; 
for it isa Toke put on us by that Law which is 
a Tranſcript of the Holineſs of God. The 
Apoltle Fames calls it, pure Religion, Jam. 1. 27. 
And it is ſo, whether you look to its Precepts 
or its Promiſes. 

Firſt, To its Precepts, The commandment 
of the Lord is pure, Pſal. 19. 8. Holy, juſt, and 

goed, Rom.7.12, No Dodtrine ſo holy, no 
Precepts ſo pure. 

Secondly, To its Promiſes : They are pure 
Promiles, 

Firſt, In regard of the matter of them : 
they do not flatter us with ſenſual delights and 
brutiſh 
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brutiſh pleaſures, but ſecure to us an »ngefiled 1 PetI. 4. 
inheritance ; not a Twrkiſh Paradiſe full of ſwi- 
niſh ſenſualities, but a ſinleſs felicity made up 
. of viſions of God and likeneſs to him. 

Secondly, In regard of the end and deſign 
of them , which is to purifie the heart, and 
promote the ſanctification of the whole man, 
He hath given us exceeding great and precious 
promiſes , that by theſe you might be partakers of 
the divine nature , 1 Pet, 1.4, No Religion 
in the World can rightfully lay a claim to this 
Character of a pure Religion, but the Chriſtian 
Reformed Religion. 

Compare it with the Religion of the Zews, 
the moſt like to be a perfect Religion of any, 
becauſe it was a Religion of Gods ſetting up; 
but yet that had its imperfeftions, their Sacri- 
fices, wherein it chiefly conſiſted , could not yeb.ro. i 
make the comers thereto perfef, and therefore 
it is done away. 

Compare it with the Religion of the Hea- 
thens : And how corrupt hath that been in all 
ages and in all parts? What a numberleſs 
number of Gods have beeg found among 
them * ? Some worſhipping dead men for *Farro ree- 
Gods Þ. Some worſhipping dumb Creatures ©, kons up 
Some worſhipping Sun, Moon , and Stars 4. than 
Some worſhipping Herbs and Plants, And 899%. 

(or Bel, or 

Baal) whoſe image was ſer up after his death, by his Sen Xinus, who 
was the firſt Idolater, Diodor. Plutarch ſays the Fgyptiaz God Ofyris, 
was a man ; ſuch was Satwn, made a God by his Grandſon Faungs : 
ſuch was Mercury, Fulcan, Apollo, Mars, &c, Cicero, in his Book De 
Natura Deorum , ſhews that all their Gods were but men. © As the 
Egyptians, ic. © As the Aralyans, && ; 
lome 


. 
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ſome worſhipping Devils, it is a fi'thy Reli. 
gion making Gods of them who made them. 


* As the A- {yes Devils ©. 
mericans, 


and the old Romans and Grecians under the name'of Pluto , Profſer- 
ina, Cerberus, 8c. 


Compare it with the Mahumetan Religion, 
and what is that, but a mixture of Jewiih, 
Heatheniſh, and Popiſh vanities , little of 
truth to be found init. A Religion not known 

m_ the World till 600 years after Chriſt *. A 
2% born Religion deviſed by Mahomer Þ that Impoſtor, 
underMay- and made up for the moſt part of fooliſh Pre- 
ritius the Cepts, and as ridiculous rewards ©, deſigned 


Emperor, Chiefly to gratife the fleſh. 

An. Chriſtz 

$91. ®* With the afliſtance of Sergius, a Neftorian Monk, and ſome 
other Jews and Herericks. © To the obſervers of his Laws he pro- 
miſes a Paradiſc furniſhed with pleaſane rivers, fruitful trees , Gilken 
carpets, beauritul women, choice mufick, good chear, rich wines,@c. 


Compare it with the Popiſh Religion, and 
how much more pure is it than that both in 
Doctzine, Worſhip, and Diſcipline ? 

Their DoTtzine is impure : It is in many 
things contrary to the Scriptures, as about 
Venial fins, Merits of Works , Supererogation, 
forbidding to Marry , thar ſeven Sacraments, 
Purgatory, &c. 

And ia ſome things it is contrary to reaſon 
and ſenſe, as in that” ridiculous Dorine of 
Tranſubſt entiation. 

T heir Worſhip is impure, witneſs their Pray- 
ers to Saints and Angels; their Image-worſhip, 
their maryn? their public Prayers in a Language 
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the people underitand not 5, their Maſſes , their 
denying the (up in the Lords Supper to the people. 
Their Diſcipline is impure ; for whereas 
the Church is to be geverned by Chriſt his 
Laws only , they have contrived a Diſcipline 
of their own , and make their Canons and 
Conſtitutions to take place of the appoint- 
ments of Jeſus Chriſt ; thus the man of ſn ſits 
4s God in the temple of God, -1 Thell.4.4., O 
what a corrupt , filthy Religion is that of 
Rome ! an intolerable Toke, and therefore our 
Forefathers did righteouſly caſt it off, and ne- 
ver let us their children any more put it on. 
Secondly , This Yoke of Chriſt is a Firuual 
Yoke, it reacheth the ſoul as well as the ſenſes. 
There is an intra as well as an extra, an inter- 
nal power binding the heart, as well as an 
external that aweth the outward man. The 
Laws of men haye xo ſpiritnal power, they 
govern the outward man, but can't reach to 
the heart and conſcience, A man may love 
ſin , meditate miſchief , think treaſon , and 
yet hable to no humage Law without overt- 
acts : But Chri(lPs Law reaches the inwards, 


it 1s the dſcerner of the thoughts and intents of Heb.q. 12: 


the beart. It binds the ſoul to its behaviour, 
as well as the ſenſes: ſo that a man may be a 
tranſgreſſor of the Law, though he refrains 
all open wickedneſs. For the Law is ſpiritual, 
Rom. 7. 14. and therefore requires not only 
outward obedience in word and deed, but in- 

ward, 10 wind and heart. 
hr It is a ſtri and abſolute Yoke, it 
lays the foul ugder an abſolute A hr >= 
ws 
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lows of nothing to be done but what is ac. 
cording to the will of God ; what God doth 
either command or warrant; nor doth it a- 
bate ought of what God would have perfor. 
med. Though the Grace of the Goſpel paſlcs 
by many fins, the free gift is of many offences to 
juſtification , yet the Precepts of the Goſpel al. 
low af no ſin : Though the young Man kept 
many cammands, yet becauſe he failed in one 
thing (one thing thou lackeſt ) all was nothing, 
The Covenant of Works did nat require a 
more ſtrift obedience , when it was for life, 
than the Law of Chrilt doth. It lcaves the 
Creature no liberty for the leaſt fin. It is a 
yoke of abſolute ſubjeCtion without conditions 
or reſerves z and when we give up our ſelves 
to the government of the Divine will, it is 
to a ſubxctian that is abſolute; we.are to 
have no other God, he is to be Lord alone, If 
you have a ſervant, and bid him do this or 
that , it may be he will tell you, it is not my 
work , 1t was none of my bargain; I am con- 
tent to ſerve in the Chamber , but not in the 
Kitchin; or to be your Steward , but not to 
ſerve in the Stable, But the yoke of Chriſt 
admits of none of theſe conditions, for the 
Law is indiviſible, You may number the 
commands, but you may not divide them, 
for they are but the various ſignifications of 
the ſame Divine will. The Precepts of the 
Goſpel are not to be taken dujunftim, but 
completive, not ſingly, but all together, and 
io they make one intire Law of Righteouf- 
neſs : And therefore he that wilfully flights 
any 
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any one command of Chriſt, breaks the yoke 3 


21 


he violates toram legem, though not torwm le- Jam, 2, 1 


£4, the whole Law, though not every com- 
mand, As he that breaks one link , breaks 
the whole chain. Or as he that breaks a mans 
arm, wrongs the whole man, though he doth 
not break every limb. 

Fourthly , It is an extenſive Toke. It com- 
prehends the whole of mans obedience, It 
preſcribes every duty 3 we have no need to 
run to humane inventions to direct our obe- 
dience; both the credende and the agenda, 
whatever is to be believed and done in order 
to life eternal, is preſcribed in the Word. 
Ty commandment is exceeding broad, Pſal. 119. 
96, Will you ſee in a few things where the 
latitude of it lies ? 

Firſt, It reaches from Heaven to Earth, It 
direfts our carriage and behaviour to God 
and man , and teaches us to keep a conſci- 
ence void of oftence towards both. The grace 


of God that brings ſalvation— teaches us to lwve Tit, 2: 11, 
righteouſly , and goaly in this preſent world, FHo- 1% 


lineſs to God is not enough without Rightesrſ- 
eſs to man, nor righteouſneſs to man without 
; holineſs to God; that obedience doth not an- 
ſer the end of the command that is not ex- 
tended to both ; ſome will make conſcience 
of the firſt Table and not of the ſecond, and 
ſome are ſecond Table Chriſtians but not fir##. 
Some are ſ#ri# in their deverions , but very 
righteous in their dealings. They will not 
bow toan Idol, nor allow of the inventions 
of men in the worſhip - God, but yet make 
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no conſcience of breaking the commands of 
God that are given to govern their dealings 
with men; they will not neglect an Ordi- 
nance, nor ſwear an Oath,but yet will lie and 
deceive , be uncharitable and cruel, forget- 


ting that command of God to deal juſtly and 


love mercy. 'As If that Law of loving thy neigh- 


bour as thy ſelf, were abrogated, to let ina 
liberty for ſelf to compals its own ends upon 


all, without regard to any. 


On the other hand, ſome are very juſt and 
equal in theic dealings with men , but very 
neglectful and regardleſs of God ; they will 
not bow down to a Harlet , but yet will bow 
down to an /ds/. They will not defile theif 
bodies with fornication and uncleannefs, and 
yet, in love to an unclean worſhip , drink 
Rev.17. 2.*Caily of the wine of Babylons formeation ; they 
will not wrong their neighbour of a es 

I 


and yet ſtick not to rob God of all that tru 


love, fear and worſhip that is due to him; 
they will not lye nor deceive among men, and 
yet love a lying and deceitful Religion. This 
1s the faſhion of the world, to be in with one 
duty , and out with another. Some labour 
to keep conſcience void of offence to man, but 
not toGod ; and ſome labour to keep con- 


{cience Yoid of offence to God , but not to 
man ; but rhe yoke of Chriſt extends to beth, 
it lies equally on both ſhonlders, and teaches 


how to keep a conſcience void of offence both 16- 


wards God and man. 


Scondly , This Yoke 1s extenſive in regard 
of the ſubject. It rcaches to eyery man, and 
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Firſt, To every man; to every age of man, 
young and old, children and fathers, tendeg 
years and gray hairs, it doth not only lay du- 
ty upon young ſhoulders , Remember thy Crea+ : 
ror #1 the days of thy youth, but upon old ones * 
too, They ſhall bring forth fruit in ol4 age. Plal. 92s 

To every Sex ;, male and female , young men 
and maidens, as David ſays Pal. 148. 12. and 
therefore the fourth Commandmeat is, Thou Exod. 20. 
nor thy ſon , nor thy danghter , thy man-ſervant, _ 
nor thy maid-(ervant. 

To every Eſtate ;, this Tokg of Chriſt reaches 
duty to them that are out of the Toke,and un- 
der the Toke; to the unmarricd and to them 
who are married. As the unmarried are to 
care for the things of the Lord, ſoare the mar. 1 Cor. 7. 
ried alſo, 1 Cor. 7.29. And therefore it is 392 5+ 
charged as a great fin upon him who, when 
he was invited to the Wedding-ſupper , re- 
fuſed the Call of Chrift upon that pretence, 

I have married a wife , and therefore I cannot 
come, Luke 14. 20. 
To every degree and rank_of men ;, igh and 
low, rich and poor, great and ſmall, Kings ANY” 
of the earth awd all people. The Law of Chriit F'a% 145+ 
lays the ſame Yoke upon all, There are none * 
below it becauſe of their meanneſs, none above 
it becauſe of their greatneſs. Some plead pri- 
viledge and exemption from humane Laws, 
and therefore they are compared , as Solos 
Laws were, to Spiders webs, wherein thc 
leſſer flies are intangled and held, but the 
great. ones break through, But there arc 
gone can plead priviledge, or pretend imrmu- 
G 2 nity 
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nity from the Law of Chriſt ;, ſor it extends 
to every man. 

Secondly , It extends to every thing in 
man, To the outward Members and inward 
Faculties. 

To the Eye; He that looks on a woman to luſt 
aſter her, committeth adultery in his heart, Mat. 
5. 28. To the Ear; Incline your ear , and 
come ts me, hear and your ſouls ſhall live, 1a, 
55- 3. To the Tongae;, Let no corrupt com- 
munisation proceed out of your mouth, Ephel. 4. 
29. Let your Feech be alway with grace, ſea- 
ſoned with ſalt, Cololl. 4.6. To the Hands; 
Let bim that ſtole, ſteal no more, but rather let 
him labour , working with his hands the thing 
which ts ccod , that be may have to give to him 
that needeth, Epheſ. 4. 28. To the Feet 3 Thy 
word is 4 lampto my feet, and alight tomy path, 
Pfal. 119. 105. 

And to the inward Parts alſo. 

To the Underſtanding. Through thy precepts 
I get underſtanding, Plal. 119. 104, To the 
Will. Thy people ſhall be willing in the day of thy 
power, Plal. 110, 3. To the Conſcience, for 
that is guided by the Word, and accuſes or 
excuſes according tathe Word. Conſcience 
isa rule ruled, but it is the Law of God that 
is the rule ruling. To the Afettions. It teaches 
vs what to /ove and what to hate; what to 
deſire and what to eſchew. How to rejoyce and 
bow to morn; what to hope after , and what 
tO fear. 


God is to be the object of ſome affetions, - | 
Col. 3. 2, as love, defire, hope, joy, and delight. And 
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fin of others, as anger, batred, ſorrow, and 
fear : and both ſorts are under the diceCtions 
of the Word, 

Nay it extends to the very Thoughts, To 
world.y thoughts, carking thoughts, Mare. 6. 
25, 28, 31, 34. Tovan thoughts, 7er.4. 14. 
To eviithoughts, Matt. g 4. And lo brangs 
every thought into captivity to the obedience of 
Chriſt, 2 Cor. 10, 5. Thus every thing in 
man comes under the Toke of Chrilt, 

Thirdly, This Yoke of Chrilt is extenſrve as 
to the Commands, it reaches to every Com- 
mand. 

Firſt, To relative Precep's as well as abſo- 
lute. It doth not only teach us to hear , and 
pray, and repent, and believe, and love God, and 

ferve him, but it extends to every relative 
Duty. It teaches men ſubjetion to Rulers, and 
Rulers their duty to their Subjefts, Ir teaches 
Parents how to govern, and Children how to 
obey; it teaches Maſters how to command, and 
Servants how to ſubmit. It inſtrutts the Huſ- 
band how to love, and the Wife how to be ſub- 
Jett, It teaches Miniſters how to guide and 
watch, and their People how to obey and ſub- 
wit, It lays a ſpecial Law upon every perſon 
t5 fill up his relation with all becomingneſs ; 
it allows no churliſh, ſour, moroſe carriage in. 
Superiors, tothem that are beneath them, nor 
any unfaithfulneſs , or diſobedience in Infe, 
riors, to them that are above them. 

Secondly , It reaches to poſitive Precepts as 
well as negatire, and ſo provides againlt our 
ſonful emiſſions , as m_ as againſt our c4rn: 
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praftices. Negatives in Religion are not ſuff- 
cient, though few go farther 4 like the Pha- 
riſee, Luke 18. 11. not oppreſſive, not unjuſt, 
not unciean : But alas this will not ſerve 
turn; the barren tree , that bears no fruit, Is 
as-well cut down ( Luke 13. 7.):as the tree 
that bears evil fruir ( Matt. 3.10.) Therich 
man was caſt into Hell , not for oppreſling 
Lazarus, but for not rclieving him he did 
not exerciſe cruelty , but he ſhewed no mercy, 
Not only the evil ſervant is caſt into Hell for 
perſecuting his fellow-ſervant, (as many now 
a-days do) but the ſlorhſul ſervant hath the 
ſame doom that hid his talent ina napkyn. 

Our obedience fhovid carry a correſpon- 
dency with Gods mercies , which are not on- 
ly"pravative but poſitive. He hath not only 
deltvered us from Hell, but called us to bis Kings 
dom and Glory. And Chriſt is not come only 
fo ſave vs from death , but come that we might 
have life, God promiſeth Abraham to be his 
ſtueld and bis exceeding great reward, Gen. 15 1, 
A ſrield, to keep off all evil; an exceeding 
great reward , in the communication of all 
£00d, Thus Grace is intireJy &:ipenſed in 
poſitive mercics as well as privative ; and our 
obedicnce ſhould be proportionable, We 
ſhould not only abſtain from fin, but exerciſe 
Therefore every com- 
mand of God is poſitive as well as negatrve, It 
hath a Precept as well as a Prohibition , 1f not 


, in expreſs terms, yet in ſenſe and meaning. 


When he forbids fin, he doth therein com- 
mand all contrary ditics , that we may - 
we 


© 


The Good of Early Obedience. 


well owne God, as abandon Juſt; and keep 
up a fellowſhip with bim, as well as break 
our confederacy with corruption. 

Thirdly, It reaches to commands for ſ«fer- 
eng as well as commands for doing. For you 
muſt know that the Croſs of Chriſt is a part of 
the Toke of Chriſt. /f any man will come aſter 
me , let him deny himſelf , and take up his croſs, 
and follow me, Matt. 16. 24. We are called 


ro the fellowſhip of his ſufferings , and. a con- phil.z, rc. 


formity to ns death, as well as to the hkeneſs 
of bis reſurrettion. As there are ſome Com: 
mands to direct our obedience, ſo there are 
other Commands to try the truth of our obe- 


dience. Such was that to Abraham to offer Gen. 22. 
up his only Son ;, and therefore we are nt to 1» * 


think it ſtrange concerning the fiery trial which 
$5 to tryus, but to rejoice in as much as we are 
partakers of Chriſts ſufferings, 1 Pet. 4.12, 13, 
Then we bear the Toke of Chriſt becomingly, 
when the excellency of the Pearl of price makes 
us willing to ſell all to make the purchaſe ,, when 
we prefer Chriſt and his Croſs before all 
worldly injoyments, as Moſes did , efteeming 
the reproaches of Chriſt greaver riches than whe 
treaſures of Egypt, Heb. 11. 26. 

Fourthly, The Toke of Chriſt extends to the 
manner of our obedience as well as to the mat- 
ter, Foritis not cnough that the thing we 
do be god materially, unleſs it be fo formally. 
A man may do the ſame thing that is com- 
manded, and yet it may be ſo far from ob<- 
dience, that he may ſin in the performance, 
; G 4 , II's 
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The matter may be good, and yet the circam- 


ſtance may turn all to fin, 


Four things muſt concur to make an action 
truly good, and an att of obedience. The 
Princsple, the Rule, the Manner, and the End. 

I, There muſt be a right Principle ; there 
can be nothing well done without it : thong» 
there may be much performaxce, yet there 
can be no obedience. There may be much do- 
#ng , but little duty. For actions can riſe ng 
higher than the Principles that produce theng. 
Many do. duties from ſelf-love , carnal fear, 
&c. here the Principle ſpoils the performance ; 
the corruption of the Principle corrupts the 
attzon. The Apoſtle hints the true Principle 
of all obedience in 1 Tim. 1. 5. Charity out f 
a pnre beart , and a good conſtience , and fait 
wnfeigned. 

2. There muſt be a right Ralez for how 
can a man goright without a ſure guide ? The 
reaſon of all that falſe Worſhip that is praCti- 
ſed in the world is, making uſe of falle rules ; 
he that hews by a crooked line can never 
make ſtraight work. There are many falſe 
rules ſet up by men of ignorant and corrupt 
minds, ſuch es theſe. 

(3 uſtom and Example of others ; this is very 
unlike to be a right rule , becauſe the way to 
Hell is moſt beaten. The moſt are found in 
the broad way that leads to deſiruttion. If this 
be a right rule, a Popiſh Idolater, a Mahemy- 
tan, a Heathen hath as good a rule of Wgrs 
ſhip as we. | 

Some ict up their goed meaning for a _ 

| | ue 
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but a very falſe one 3; The Apoſtle Paul had 
this rule to guide him in his higheſt enmities 
to Chriſt, 1 verily thought with my ſelf I ought 
to do many things contrary to the Name of Jeſus 
of Nazareth, Acts 26. 9. The greateſt per- 
{ecution and oppoſition that can be made a- 2 
@ninſt Jeſus Chriſt and his Diſciples and Fol- We 
lowers, may be guided by this rule ; The time \ 
comes (and truly it ſeems to be now come) 
that whoſoever killeth you will think, that he doth 
God ſervice, John 16. 2. 2faximinianthe Per- , , ._ 
C cutor thought the blood of Chriſtians to be , (7/76 
the moſt pleaſing Sacrifice to his Gods *. O gun _ . 
Jantta ſimplicitas ! ſaid John Huſs, when, be- Diisgratif * 
ing to be burned, he ſaw a plain Country- man efſ 
fellow , buſier than the reſt in fetching Fag- 77Tne® 
ertul, 

gots. 

Some ſet vp their lus for a rule; as moſt 
men ſet up their luſts for a rule of life, fo 
ſome men let up their luſts for a rule of Wor- 
ſhip. For whatelſe is the meaning of that 
in Zerem, 50. 38. It is a land of graven images, 
and they are mad upon their idols. What is this 
madneſs, but only a vehemency of inordinate 
afleftion , which carries men head-long after 
a thing without rule or reaſon ? It is the rage 
of luſt, and ſuch was this madneſs here , they 
are mad upon their Idols, An idolatrous Wor- 
ſhip makes a mad world where-ever it is ſet 
up 


Luft (take it as an af, for ſo I now con- 
ſider it) 1s nothing elſe, but a vehement deſire. 
And it ig either good or evil as the object is, 
for there is the lung of Grace, as well as or Gal. 5. 19: 
ac 
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the fleſh. But it is moſtly in Scripture taken 
in a bad ſenſe, for thoſe inordinate deſires that 
tra - kahons Laws of reaſon and the rule of the 
Word. | 

* frawey- And fheſe Iuſts are divers *, There are 
Te &&r0v- fieſbly lutts (1 Pet. 2. 11.) which lead to the 


= Te ſatisfaCtion of brutiſh appetite. And worldip 


Tk 3 8 lafts, (Ti. 2. 12.) fo calle! , bxcauſe ſtir- 
red up by wordly objefts And there are 
alſo ſpiritual lufts which are converſant about 
ſpiritual things. Hence falſe Worſhip is cal- 
led Whoring, Hof. 9g. 1. Thou haſt gone a who- 
ring from thy God. Jer. 3. 2. Thou haſt pol- 

Hol: 2-2: luted the land with thy whoredoms, And It 1s 
called Adultery, Fer. 13. 27. I have ſeen thy 
adulteries , becauſ: there is as .n1ci tnful luit 
in falſe Worſhip as in carn=' Adulterics and 

= Whoredoms. How foul multi that mans path 
be whoſe luſt is his rule and guia::, Walking 
after their own ungodly luſts , Jade v. 18, The 
true Diſciple of Chriſt hath a better rule, he 
Is not guided by his luſt, but by the will of 
Chriſt, And as many as walk, according to this 
Yule , peace ſhall be upon them and mercy , Gal, 
6. 16. 

Some ſet up the Laws and inventions of men 
fof a rule; but this cannotbe a right rule, be- 
cauſe the Author is fallible, Humane Laws 
may ſerve the ends of Civil Society , and con- 
verſe with man; but are not ſuited to eſta- 
bliſh a Communion with God, He will not 
be beholden to mans wiſdom to direCt his 


F Des 99? \17orhip+, he counts it a vain ſervice when 


ex no tro ar- 


bitratu vult 4 nob's coli, (e4 ex ſu prefſeripto: | 


mens 
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-racnspoſts are ſet by his poſts, and-their Laws Ezck. 43; 
mingled with his Precepts. Jn vain do they 2. 
wor ſhip me teaching for dothrines the command- = 
nets of men, Mat. 15. 9. Heatbens ſhall rife -. | 
up in. judgment againit ſuch Chriſtians; God, * puys nn 
ſaith Socrates, will be worſhipped with that /*p1-{#50ne 
«ind of Workbip gnly which himſelf hath - hged 
| * [td pitt aths 
commanded , ; C1eetd. 
Theſe therefore. are all falſe rules, and- 
however men may pleaſe themſc]yes in ſqu+- 
ringtheir lives by them , : yet they are but” ſo 
many by-ways to cad us off from cur own 
happincſs, No mean can truly obey God that 
walks by a wrong rule in what he performs; ., 
and therefore all falſe worſhip condemns 
thoſe who practiſe it of decere and hypocriſie. 
They Jretend to make the will of God the 
rule of their worſhip, and yet fet- up a rule 
of their own, And he cannot be upright in 
the way, who walks by a crooked rule. 
3. The manner muſt be right, It 1s not e- 
nough that it be boywm , unleſs it be bere. 
The marner of doing what we do is as much 
as the matter done. Moſt men mijicarry here- .-- 
in, they take up in the bare performance of 
a duty, reſt in the opus operazm , the work 
done, Like the blind Papiſts who bead ut 
their-Prayers , and ſerve God by tale. The Frov.4-23- 
heart mult be watched in every duty, for it 
is the frame of the Spirit that makes vp obe- 
dience. And therefore the Preceptdeth.not 
only preſcribe the Quid , but the Qnomory. 
It doth not direft the matrey only , but the 
manner too. Thou haft cenmapara ws tc keep \ 


thy 
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. thy precepts diligently * , Plal. 119, 4. Curſed 
—_ blob deck T work, of the Lord deceit hy 
bementer. Jer. 48. 10. He may do the work of the 
LJ Lord, and yet be curfed for not obſerving the 
ba (95. manner as well as the matter Þ. It is not 
+ ſhould hearing the Word , unleſs we take heed how 
be kept We hear, Luke 8. 18. It is not prayer if if 

- be not fervent prayer©. Giving is not Cha- 
gl Seft- rity unleſs there be a drawing out the ſoul to the 


<> chriſt out of envy , Phil. 1, 15. *© Nyors wegyucdtn, Zan. 5; 
« If - not right , it is Thyribulum fine prunis, a Cenſer 
without 


x Cor. 11. bungry, Ifai. 58, 10. Eating and drinking at 
20. the Lords Table is not cating the Lords Sup- 
V. 27 pers unleſs it be done worthily , that is, by a 
elieving ſoul in a believing frame. Love to 
God is not love, unleſs it be with all thy heart, 
and with all thy ſoul, and with all thy might, 
Deut. 6. x. hatever duty we do, it is not 
Heb:1s, ferving God , unleſs we are fervent in ſpirit 
28, ſerving the Lord, Rom. 12,13, It is another 
matter to ſerve God than the world thinks of. 
Joſh. 244 Slightneſs of ſervice implies a degrading God 
19. in our conceptions ; it 1s a ſign we haye cheap 
thoughts of him when every thing ſerves the 

turn, 

4. There muſt be 4 right end. A man may 
loſe the prize by ſhooting ſhort, as well as 
wide of the mark, Shechem ſubmits to be 
circumciſed, but not as it was a token of the 
Covenantof God, but as a token of his de- 

Gen. 34- fire to be in Covenant with Facobs daughter 
158,19. and ſo kis end was to gratifie his laſt. Feb» 
deſtroys 
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deſtroys the houſe of idolatrous Abad, a good 
work , a work to which he was anointed and 
called of God , and yet God threatens to 


avenge the blood of Fezreel upon the houſe of Fthn, 
Hol. 1. 4. A ſtrange thing, that God ſhould * 


anoint Fehbs for that work, to ſhed the blood 
of the houſe of Ahab, and bid him goand do 
it, and declared his approbation of it , Thos 
haſt done well in executing that which is right in 
mine eyes , nay rewarded him for doing it, 
2 Kings 10. 30. and yet that after all this God 
ſhould avenge it upon his houſe. What 
ſhould be the reaſon ofthis ? Becauſe though 
the work, was good, yet his end was bad. It 
was not zeal for the Lord of Hoſts, that was 
' butinpretence, hisend was to get the King- 


dom. Plainly then, a man may do what God * 


requires, and yet in the doing of it ſerve his 
own ends. 

Now the Toke hed Chriſt _ our ends, 
which is, in all things that God be glors 
1 Cor. 10.31. $0 thar in all theſe See 
it appears to be a very extenſive Toke, and ſo 
mult the Chriſtians obedience be : Te are my 
friends, if you do whatever I command you, Joh, 
Ix. 14. 
Tifebly, (And it follows from the former) 
It is a laboriows Toke. Indeed there isa bleſſed 
reſt our Lord Chriſt hath promiſed to all that 
put on this Toke. Matt. 11. 2g. Take my yoke 

2 you—— and ye ſhall find reſt to your ſouls : 

at is, a reſt from the dominion of ſin, from 
the condemning power of the Law , from 
the accuſations and charges of Conſcience. 
But 
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But it isHot a reſt from labour, that is the 
priviledge' of Heaven, they reſt from their la- 


. Gours, Revel. 14. 13. Here we labour to-emter 


into reſt, Heb.4.11. The very notion of ra- 
king up the yoke, imports labour and diligence. 
And fo do all thofe imployments to which the 
Chriſtian calling is compared in Scripture : 
It is compared to rwiming 4 race, to wreſt hng, 
to fightins. All works that call for the utmoſt 


ſtrength, skill, and induſtry. The more ſtrings 


an tn{trament hath, the greater art and skill 
is requiſite to handle it well, A Chriſtian 
hath more to do than ever Adam in Innocency 
had, his ſtate is better, bue his work is great- 
er. Adam was to obey the Law only ; bat the 
Chriſtian is to obey both Law and Goſpel. 
Firſt, He is to keep* the whole Law, if is 
to be his Ruſe as much as it was eAdam's, 
though not upon the ſame Sanftion , at ſe- 
vere Condittons, Which Command may I 
break upon the priviledge of intereſt in 
Chriſt ? or refaſe to obey as a part of Goſpel- 
liberty ? Antl if every Command of the Mo- 
ral Law requires obedience, as it doth, how 
great is his Duty ! But this is not a, For 
Secondly, He owes obedience to the Goſpel 
too : For this is more pecultarly the Toke 
of Chriſt. ' And how many Dutics go to 
make up Goſpel-obedience ! There maſt be 
believing in Chriſt, repenting of fin, denythg 
our ſelves, renouncing the workd;, creentying 
the fleſh with its affetionsand laſts ; cutting 
off the right hand, plucking ont the right 
eye, cleaving t2 the truths of Chriſf, con- 
tending 


"hs 
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tending for the Faith , praying in the Spirit, 
watching in all things, reſiſting temptations, 
growing in grace, worſhipping God in the 
Spirit, abounding in bope, rejoycing in Chriſt 
Jeſus, &c. O how laborious a work is it te 
take vp the Toke of Chriſt ! Indeed Chriſt ſays 
it is caſie, Matt. 11. 30. my yoke is eaſie : but 
this is in oppoltion zo grievonſneſ, (2 Fobn 
5. 3-) not to diligence and snduſtry. Chriſt 
quits us of our b«rder, but not of our duty. 
Sixthly, The Toke of Chriſt is a laſting Toke; 
not to be worn at pleaſure and then laid off. 
I have given you ſtatutes and judgments, ſays 
Moſes, Deut. 4. 5. 4s the Lord commanded me ; 
and then v. 9. 1 ake. beed left they depart from 
thy heart all the days of thy tife. And }ſa.59.21. 
My words which I have put in thy mouth, ſhall 
not depart ont of thy —_ » nor out of the mouth 
of thy ſeed——— from henceforth and for ever. 
The meaning of this promiſe is, that his pec- 
ple ſhall never want the guidance and dire» 
Ction of his Word, and therefore they ſhould 
always follow the guidance of it, David 
begs to be taught the Statutes of God ſor this 
very reaſon, that he may keep them to the end, 
Pſal. 119. 33. There is no excmption from 
Duty , no room for intermiſſions in our 6be- 


dience. Upon thoſe words of Solomon , EC- Ecdeſ.z.1; 


Cleſ. 3. 1. There is a time for every thing, a 
time to be born, and a time to die;, a time to 
Weep, anda time tolaugh, &c. One hath this 
obſervation, That there are two things So/o- 
mon allots no time for, viz. for ſn, and for 
ſerving Ged, He allots no time for fr, te- 
Cauie 


$2 | 


V. 2 
Ve 4» 


— 7 ” OO III oGIoT”.—OT TORC—o—— TY RR - , 


yo 


Plal. 119. 


Gal. 6. 9. 


The Good of Early Obedience, 


cauſe that ought #ever to be commuted, he al- 
lots no time for ſerving God, becauſe that 
ovght never to be neglelted. Sin'is never in 
ſeaſon, and obedience never is out of ſeaſon. 

[ris notenough to ſhew our reſpect to the 
Command at one time and not at another, it 
mult reach to all times; Pfal. 106. 3. Bleſſed 
are they that keep judgment , and he that doth 
riohteoxſneſs at all times, And this ſeems to 
be the ſenſe of that 119. Pſal. g6. verſ. I have 
ſeen an end of all perfettion, but thy command- 
ment 4s exceeding broad ; the breadth of the 
Command is ſet in oppoſition to the finiteneſs 
of al] Creature-perfections ; it is therefore 
exceeding broad , becauſe it ingages to that 
duty that is never throughly finiſhed ſo long 
as we are in this world. Therefore we are 
never to be weary of well doing, Why ſhould 
we? Is not Chrilt as ſweet always at at firſt ? 
The Commands of God as equal? The ways 
of God as lovely ? Heaven as deſirable as 
ever? However the Toke of Chriſt be always 
the ſame, yet a Chriſtian, in regard of him- 
ſelf, hath more rcaſon to keep#t on, than he 
had at firſt to take it up ; becauſe by reaſon of 
uſe be bath had his ſenſes exerciſed to diſcern be- 
eween good and evil, Heb. 5. 14, He hath had 
ſuch taſtes of God in the courſe of his obedi- 
ence, as he was a ſtranger to at the firſt en- 
trance, His experiences are now greater. 
Chriſt upon tryal is ſweeter , and the recom- 
pence of reward is nearer. Towr ſalvation is 
nearer than when ye firſt believed, Rom, 13.11. 
Therefore there muſt be no declining; The 
righteous 
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righteous ſhal bold on bis way. , He that hath Job 19. g. 
once put his hayd to the plow , mit not look. Luk.g. 62. 


back; this Toke , being once put og , ſhould 
never be put off till God take.it, off, which 
e're long he will do; and inſtead gf a Toks 


upon the zeck,, put a Crown upon the bead, rey, 2. to, 


and ſo reward your preſent obedience with 
an eternal bleſſedneſs. - | 

Thus.you have an accauut what the Toke 
of Chriſt is. It conſiſts of the Commands of 
Chriſt, which are the Conditions of our Sal- 
vation. And this Toke is pure, Firitual, ab- 
ſolute, extenſive, laborious, and laſting. That 
is the firſt thing. I will be briefer in the 
NEXT. 

Queſt. 2. Why are the Commands of Chriſt 
called a Toke ? 8 | 

Anſw. 1. With reſpeft to the corrupt na- 
ture of man. | 

2. With reſpett to the nature of the Com- 
mands themſelves. 

1, With reſpeCt to the corrupt nature of 
man which accounts them ſo. They are the 
luſts of the fleſh that make Duty a Yoke, or 
elſe the Precept would be a Law, but no Toke. 
As it is the freneſs of the foor which takes the 
ſhooe a burden, which otherwiſe would be an 
belp. The Angels in Heaven are under a Law, 
but not under a Toke ; and fo are glorified 


: 


. Saints; for in;them there is no manger of un- 


ſuitablenelstq, or regret at the will of God, 
Man. with peſped} to the Law of God is to 


»be:confidered cicher as. cartial , or converted, 
-Uaregencrate, or hor 900: 


Firtt, 


= 
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4 +. Firſt, ' As carnal and wwreeenerate ; and 


» ,9 146; ] 


while he is in that ſtate, the Law of Chriſt is 
not only a Toke, but an intolerable Toke ;, fleſh 
a@nd blood cannot bear it, becauſe of that 
enmity that is between the Law of God and 


. his luſts. He. is under the prevalency of a 


quite contrary Law , the Law of Sin ; and 


where the Law of ſin rules, the Law of Chriſt 


can take no place ; He u not ſubjett to the lay 
of God, nor indeed can be, Rom. 8. 7, How 
can an evil tree bring forth good fruit ? How 


-can darkneſs have -communion with light? 


How can the old nature do the works of the 
new creature ? 

The carnal mind can never bear Chriſts 
Yoke, becauſe of that oppoſition that is in 
luſt tothe Divine Law it is not only averſe 
toit, but adverſe ; it doth-not only draw the 
heart from God , but oppoſeth him, Chriſ 
commands one thing, and the fleſh another z 
the Command fays, Mortifie the fleſh, Luſt 
ſays, Make proviſion for the fleſh, the Com- 
mand is for ſelf-denial , Luſt is for ſelf. plea- 


ſure; Chriſt is for obedience and holineſs, 


Luke 19+ 
14+ 


Jer. 23. 34- 
Joh. 6, 60, 


and therefore Luſt ſays, Thu man ſhall not rule. 
Becauſe the Law oppoſes luſt , therefore luſt 


oppoſes the Law, it crys out , The burden of Þ 


the Lord , it complains of hard ſayings, and 
frievous commands, 

Secondly , Man is to be conſidered as in a 
regenerate ſtate, which yet is but the imper- 


feftion of Grace ; for though the new crea- | 


ture hath a perfcCtion of payers, yet it hath not 


a perfeCtion of degrees, there are remains of 


corruption 
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corruption in every part; though luſt be de- 
throned, it is not ejetted ;, though it hath loſt 
its regency, yet if retains a reſidence ; It hath 
a great power, though not a reigning power ; 
it hath the power of a Tyrant, though not of 


a King ; and often caprivates, though it don'c Rom.9.235 


command. | 
Now though ſo far as Grace prevails, the 
command of Chriſt is no Tokg, no burden, no. 


task; itis a pleaſure and delight; it is no Rom.q.24, 


more a Toke than it is to an Angel in Heaven, 
or than it was to Chriſt, ls it a Toke tom man 
tocatanddrink, to take his meals , and fa- 
tisfie his. hunger ? No more is it to the renew- 
ed nature to obey the will of God. 7 delight 
ro do thy will, O my God, Pſal. 40.8. yet fo 
far as corruption remains unſubdued and un- 
mortified iti a child of God , fo far the com- 
mands of Chriſt are a yoke ſtill ; for though 
with the mind he ſerves the Law of God, yet 
with the feſh he ſerves the Law of ſin, Rom. 
7. 25. the body of death will not beat the yoke 
of the Lord of life. And this is the reaſon 
why the Soul fo oft crys out and complains of 
it, becauſe it oppoſes and hinders that ſubje- 
Ction to Jeſus Chriſt ,- which the Soul longs 
and labonrs to come: up to. He would be 
boly as God is. holy, that, he, might ſtand com- 
pleat to all the will of God; but he finds a Law, 
that when he wanld ds good evel is preſent, Rom. 

7. 21; Tk 1 
2, The, commands of Chriſt are called a 
Yoke with reſpect £o,the nature of the com- 
mands themelves,-which lay the ſtrongeſt 
H 2 obliga- 
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obligation upon the Creature , both as to Sin 
and Grace. 

Firſt, AstoSin : it injoyns the mortifying 
every luſt, and that upon pain of eternal 
death, Rom.8. 13, 

Secondly, As to Grace; it requires the 
getting of grace , the growing in grace, the 
exerciſe of grace, and that through the whole 
courſe of our lives. 

No ſuch tye upon the Soul as the Yoke of 
Chriſt ; therefore ſome ſay Religto is- 4 reli- 
gando , it is the tye of God upon the Soul ; 
till a man comes under the power of the Pre- 
cept, he is &you@&, we are not zypeo; but Fy- 
yeuwery 110t without Law but under the Law to 
Chriſt, 1 Cor, 9. 21. 


CHAP. VI. 
Holds forth the Reaſons of the Doftrine. 


*1 Fa Y it is the concernment of eve 
one to take up the Yoke of Chriſt ig 
his Youth. 

Reaf. 1. Becauſe of the Call of God. He 
doth not call us to bow to his Yoke, to ſubmir 
to his Authority, to obey his Commands on- 
Iy, but to do it betimes ; as he ſtates our du- 
ty, what we ſhall:do ; ſo he times it , when: it 
muſt be done. And therefore it is as much a 
ſin to let lip the time \, as to-neglett the 
thing. Not to do what 'God commands is a 
lin, and not to do it wht God commands it, 

1s 
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is another ſin, If God ſays, To day, go work 
to day in my vineyara (Mat. 21. 28.) To day if 
you will hear his voice harden not your hearts 
(Heb. 3. 15.) Why thea to pur ic off (i! che 
morrow, isaſin, and fo the adding «tf one 
days neglect to anothe: , is the adding of ſin 

to ſin: For It is a repeated ſlight to the Call 

of God. 'Now to ſhew you tae force of this 
reaſon, do but conſider wio it is that calls, 
and what the Call is. 

Firſk, Who it is that calls, it is God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Ghoſt. 

I, It is God the Fathcr; he that made 
thee, and gave thee thy being. Aad this, 
one would think, ſhould be obligation enovgh 
to duty, He that gaye thee thy being calls 
for thy obedience : cſpecwlly conſidering he 
made thee for this end ; other Creatures were 
made to ſerve thee; but there was no end of 
thy being but to ſerve Gol; and therefore 
thou had{ſt another make tnan other Crea- 
tures. He ſtamped a greater excellency upon 
man than upon the reſt of the Creatures : 
Every Creature bears ſome impreſſion of God, 
but no Creature on earth but only Man bears 
the Gkenef of God, In other Creatures there 
are veſtsgia Dez, but in man only there is ;ma- 

o Dei, there you may ſee his foorſteps, but 
ere only his image, ' Other Creatures are _ 
formed of carth, but Man is pry earth and | 
partly Heaven ; the duſt of the earth is mare 
ried to the breath of God. And why ſuch an 
excellent being, but ta fit him for the end tg 
H 3 which 
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which God deſigned him , viz. Duty and 
Service, | 

* And js it not reaſon that God who gave 
thee thy being ſhould have thy obedience ? 
That he who gave thee a reaſonable Soul 
ſhovld have a reaſonable ſervice ?- Creation is 
an obligation to ſervice. Hence that of So- 
lomon , Eccleſ, 12. 1. Remember thy (reator. 
He that was not made by himſelf ſhould not 
liveto himſelf. He that can't ceaſe from de- 
p*<nding on God as a Principle, -he ought not 
to ceaſe from intending God as an end , that 
he may be the objeCt of our obedience, as 
well as the Author of our being. 

2, It is God the Son, the Lord thy Re. 
deemer, 

Firſt, It is he that took up fleſh, came into 
thy Nature, was made Man, became thy 
Surety , bore the Curſe due to thy ſins, ſhed 
his Blood , laid down his life to ranſom thy 
Soul, roſe again for thy Juſtification, is gone 
ro Hcaven upon thy Errand. Ir is this Chriſt 
that calls thee to take up his Tote; and 1s it 
not reaſon that we ſhould bear the Toke for 
him that bore the Croff and the Curſe for us? 
Is it not reaſon that if we have the good of 
his Sufferings, he ſhould have ctie glory of 
our ſervice? 

Secondly, It is he that with the father hath 
ſtabliſhed this as the great Condition of Sal- 
vation , bearing-the Yoke : i0 that it is the 
ſtanding Law of Heaven, Whoever will be 
ſaved muſt take up Chriſts Toke. This is the 


Foy £6 bleſedneſs, and there is ro oth cr 
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bear the Toke of Chriſt and- be bleſſed ; caſt; 


that off and Chriſt will caſt you off ,, ſubmit; 
and be ſaved, 'reject it and Chriſt will reject 
you. - This is the unalterable condition of 
Salvation , and there is no other, Things 
are ſo ſeried in the eternal Compat berween 
Father and Son about the cale of man , that 
the Blood of Chriſt it ſelf cannot ſtead us, nor 
the mercy of God)(infinite as. it is) benefit 


195. 


vs, ' without this condition be performed by Prr !rgem, 
vs. Andtherefore it. is that Chriſt is fo ing. 7” 04cm, 


petunate inthis Duty , that he calls and 
Knocks, ſo many ways, by the Law, by the 


per lucem, 
per concili- 
um, ptr af- 


Croſs, 'by Goſpel-light, by the operation of tum & 


the Spirit. w 
' Thirdly , It is -he that made this his great 
end in-redeemingus, to reſtore us to obedi- 
ence as well as to favour; andto render us 
_ of that:ſetvice and: duty'which bath 
Glory and Blefledneſs annexed ro it, There- 
fore His Blood: is' ſaid to purge the conſcience 
from dead works 'to ſerve the lrving God , Heb. 
9 14. ' And. this is made a reaſon of his bear- 
ing'our (insin his body onthe tree, that we be- 
int dead to fon mite live to righteauſnſi, 1Pet, 2, 
"—=x | ys: 6 
And who did he redeem? was it not young 
ones as well as:dthers ? Did he not ſhed as 
mugh bloed ,- and: pay as great a price for 
them as others 2; - 


 auxilium. 
See Paress 


in Revth. 3+ 
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. Fourthly; Ic is ke that hath purchaſed unto - 


himſelf a fytnels of Grace to be given forth twr 
th * inablemenr of. thace far the (aſceprion of 


: this Tobs,* and the performiny a!l the Duties * 
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belonging thereto; ſo that there ſhall be ne- 
thing wanting, if there be but a willing mind, 
The Lord Chriſt knows thy caſe, and the im- 
prey contracted by ſin; that thou canſt not 
ar his Toke without his ſtrength, and influ- 
ences of his Grace; and therefore hecalls thee 
to partake of his fulneſs , that thou _ be 
ſtrong inthe Lord and in the power of his might. 
The wiſe God permitted the loſs of mans 


" ſelf-fulneſs;, that he might never more be 


any thing in himſelf, : but might glorifie the 
Redeemer by-an/intire conſtans dependafice 
upon him in fetching all from him as an 1n- 


- Agent Creature- .\Mans firſt miſcarrage was 
-in a deſire of ſelf-ſufficiency , and he hath 


been poor and naked from'that'very day. He 


.: would have aſtock in his own hands, - and he 


hath been a begger ever ſince. It was pride 
at the firſt thar'overthrew him, and ever fince 
God hath left finin him to: bumble/him; - He 
would have a happineſs in himfex, and there- 
fore he ſhall have no happineſs but by being 
outed of himfelf, He would live as an inde- 
pendent Being, and. therefore [to cure thus, 
God brings him to an abſolute dependance 
for all things ; he ſhall have nothing.but 
what he hath by faith and-expeCtation , "that 
he ay thereby {te what a'beggerly indigent 
Creature he'is , and fo glbrife, the folneſs of 
Chriſt. And it is the mercy'of Chriſt that 
he hath a ſufficiency of Graceſfor all that ſee 
their need, and truſt to his ſupplies. And 
therefore it is all the reaſon in the world we 
ſhould obey his Call, and take vp his Take, 

C o< , W 0 
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och ah no obedience but, what he gives 
and power to perform... - 

Filely It Lhe into whole band the Judg- 
5 of: f the World is committed ,. he 4 or- 
Aained of Ged\terhe the Fudge of quick, and 
dead, Adts 10.42. , And this is what you all 
profels to believe, you fay ip your Greed, 
that be # «ſcerded wito heaven, and from 
thence he ſhall g97ne to judge the quick. and the 
dead; and it is-ſp,, forthe Father hath comwit- 
red att judoment tothe Son, John 5, 22. He 


95 


i is who diſpoles of all perſons to their-eter- _ 


nal condition, the power of life and death, 
ſalvation and damnation is in his hand, He 
is the Hub andman who appoints the reapers 
to gatber the 4ares and bind then in bundles to 
burn them, but to gather the wheat wito bys barny 
Aa. 13. 39. He is the Bridegroom who 
takes the wiſe Virgins ©x with him 20.the Mary 
riage, but excluges the fookſ.., He.is the man 
who travelling jnto.a far Country, delivered |, 
his goods to.lus ſervants, zo one frue talents, to 
another twa , to another one , and) after a le 
$ime Comes again and reckons with them , ble. 
fing.and rewarding the diligence, of the faub: 
fl, and dooming the unproficable feruant wxto 
utter darknep. | 

And is thexe. ngt great reaſon. then why 
every,oac ſhould t3ke up bis Teke ;. eſpecially 


conſidering that. it, is made vp of thoſe. Laws. 


that are the rules bath of his Government and 


of bjs Judgment z a5 be rules by.them,, fo. he 


will paſs Sentence by them , the ſame Laws 
ſont are now given by Chriſt fot a rule of Hal 
all 
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ſhall then be-the rule of Judgment. Our 
Lord Chriſt teils you ſo, John 12. 48. He that 
rejefteth me and receiveth not my words , hath 
one that jndgeth him , the words that I have fpo- 
hen , the ſamt'ſhall indge him in the laſt day. If 
you wilt not ſtbmit to his word to guide you, 
you muſt ſabmit to it to ery you z you may 
decline his Precepts , but you cannot decline 
his Sentence. * You will not obey him when 
Mat. 16. he ſays, Follow me, but you-cannot reſiſt him, 
24- when he ſays," Depart from me, It is molt 
Mat.5. 23. rational therefore you ſhould fabmit to hig 
Precepts, of ye can't eſcape his wrath , Pſal. 
2.12, In 
3. God the Holy Spitit ; he calls for thy 
obedience and for an early ſubmiſhon ro the 
Yoke of Chriſt; and therefore it is that he 
begins his work in the Soul'betimes, 1 know 
' not, nor is i for me to ſay, howearly, bne 
ctainly it-is very early, There are none'of 
you of any competent age but the Spirit of 
WY the Lord hath been dealing with you to bring 
©, 299P8 you under" the ke of Chriſt *,, The Goſpel 
religiouſly 1$ the miniſtration of the Spirit, 2 Cor. 3. 8. and 
edacared, the Call of the'Goſpel is aecompanied © with 
there.s a work of the Spirit ; -where the Goſpel calls 
_—_ A outwardly , the Spirit calls inwardly, and this 
ten years is the higheſt way of Gods calling. Thete is 
old but the: No work” of God beyond the ſtriving of the 
holy Spiric Spirit in the heart : and doubtleſs the Spirit 
hath been ſtrives leſs or more with alt under the word. 
gr wors in He canhot be ſaid to ſttfve-with all in the 
Iacreaje Mather, in his Bqok about Converſion , þag- 134- 
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ſame manner, nor in all with equal power 

and efficacy, for then all would as well be 

brought under Chrilts Toke as thoſe that are. 

But that he ſtrives with all in one degree or 

other is evident. For whence is it that many 

are under ſuch frequent and ſtrong convicti- 

ons? and that they are made to ſee fin, and 

feel the burden of it? convinced of their un- 

done condition: urider it ? convinced of the 

neceſſity and equity of obedience and a holy 

life? it is from the ſtriving of the Spirit. 

And whence is it that many are brought to 

take up the Toke of Chriſt formally and- fezgn- 

edly, that have no work of ſound converſion 

wrought in their hearts ? So did the ſtony 

ground hearer, he hear: the word, and receives Mat. 13. ' 

Ir, and what is the receiving it, but conform. 20- 

ing to it ? So did Simon Magw, he believed Adts 8.13. 

and was baptized, and ſo came under the 

Toke of Chrilt. And whence is this/but from 

the power of the Spirit put forth to-convince 

of {ſin , and of the equity of the ways of 

Chriſt ? This doth it— Through the greatneſs 

of thy power ſhall thine enemies ſubmit themſelves .YUNY 

ta thee, Plal. 66. 3. The word which we ren- 12 

der ſubmit , ſignifies in the Hebrew to ye. mentientur 

Tow Margent reads it feigned obedience, and — ag 

to: feign obedience when the heart is not wag to 

right with God, is a lye. aw nals 
And whence is it that many are wearied ef. 

out of their luſts, antl brought to a free and 

willing ſubmiſtion to Chriſt and his Yoke ? 

- but from the irreſiſtible power of the Spirit. 

| And 
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And whence is it that many do refiſt the 
Spirit of Grace ? How could he be reſiſted, 
if he did not put forth his power , and ſtrive 
with the ſinner ? Reſiſtance is a forcible op- 
poſition made by one againſt another in his 
onſets and attempts: So that it is moſt evi- 
dent that the Spirit of the Lord ſtrives with 
all, to bring them under the Toke of Chriſt 
at one time or other, Now I pray do but 
conſider what reaſon there is for your com- 
Pliance with the Spirit herein, 

Firſt, Conſider what his work and d 
is. It is to prepare the way of the Lord into 
the heart, to break the Toke of ſin, to deſtro 
that confederacy with corruption, which will 
be the ruine of thy Soul , and ſo to captivate 
the heart to the obedience of Chriſt. What- 
ever means he uſes, this is the end he purſues, 
If he wound us, if he break us, if he empty 
and out us of our ſelves, it is but to bring us 
to a more ready and free ſubjeftion to the 
Laws of Chriſt, Wounds of Conſcience are 
painful things, and ſpiritual troubles are grie- 
vous troubles, the burden of fin is a heavy 
burden; but ſo long as theſe things are un- 
der the management of the Spirit as inſtru- 
mental to a ready obedience to the Lord 
Chriſt, there is all the reaſon in the.world 
why you ſhould undergo them. 

Secondly, Let it be conſidered how uncer- 
tain his ſtriving is, you don't know how long 
or how little while it will laſt. He _ be- 
times, but you know not how ſoon he may 
have done. If you refuſe his calls, and re- 
pulſe 
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pulſe him when he knocks, you have no pro- 
miſe he will knock again. To be fure, the 
more you reſiſt him , the ſooner you quench 
him , and where he is once utterly quenched, 
there he never ſtrives again, Where it is 
quenched but partially and gradually, it is a 
very hard thing to kindle it again, as you 
may ſee Cart. 5.6. but where it is totally 
quenched it can be kindled no more. Alas 
who fhould kindle it ? 

The Saints can't : Call now of there be 
that will anſwer thee , and to which of the Saints 
wilt thou turn ? {as Eliphaz. ſaid to Job in ano- 
ther caſe) 7ob 5. 1. Could the wiſe Virgins 
kindle the foobſb Virgins lamps when they 
were gone out ? no they could not : Grve us 
of your oyl, for our lamps are gone out , Mat. 
25. 8. butalas they had none to ſpare : Not 
ſo, leſt there be not enough for us and you, V. 9. 

Can the ſinner himielt kindle it ? no, that 
is impoſlible z he can quench it, but he can- 
not kindle it. He may ſin away the Spirits 
motions, but he can never recover them a- 

in, . That is plain in Prov, 1. 24, 25. Be- 
caxſe I called and you refuſed, I ſtretched out 
my hand and no man regarded, but ye have ſet 
at nought all my counſel, &«c. Here is the Spi- 
rit quenched ; and fee how they ſtrive to light 
it again, but in vain. Yerſ. 28. They ſhall call 
pon me , but 1 will not anſwer , they ſhall ſeek. 
me early , but fball not find me, The ſinner, 
you ſee, can quench the Spirit , but he can- 
not kindle it. 

Can the Ordinances Kindle it again? no 

neither. 
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neither. Alas how ſhould they, wuen they 
have nolife in themſelves, but what the Spiric 
puts into them ? Pray mind, if you at any time 
quench the Spirit in your ſelves, you do 
thereby quench it in all the Ordinances; and 
then though the Word be otherwiſe che word 
of life, yet it is but a dead letter when the Spi- 
rit is quenched. None can kindle it again 
but God, and he will not. Where the ſinner 
doth once totally extiogaiſh it , God will ne- 
ver light it again. 

Therdly , It it once come to this, you can 
never come to Chriſt , never take up his Toke, 
For this is a work that can never be done 
withaut the help of the Spirit. If he muſt 
help the Believers infirmitses ,. then ſure he 
mult cure the Sinners obſteacies ; there is a 
yoke to be broke off, as well as a yoke to be wa 
on ;, Corrupt habits to be extirpated , or obe- 
dience to Chriſt can never be owned : And 
this is a work that none but the Spirit of 
God can effeft. The yoke (hall be deſtroyed 
becauſe of the anointing. Though that be 1po- 
ken of the Aſſyrians yoke , yet it is typical of 
ſins yoke , which none can free thee fron but 
the Spirit of Chriſt ; and therefore if the Spt- 
rit depart thou art undone , there is no poſlt- 
bility of converſion to Chriſt ; thou art given 
up toa perpetual vaſſalage to ſin and luſt, and 
to an hardned refuſal of all the counſels of 
God, and of all the ways of life. _ So that 
upon all theſe accounts it is highly ceaſonable 
that every one of you ſhould ſtoop to the 
Tole of Chriſt betimes. Th 

( 
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«" The Spirit of the Lord calls you to this, 
the end of all his motions and ftrivings is 
to bring you to this. And how little while 
he may ſtrive you don't know. And if he 
once give over {triving, the work can never 
be done, 

Here then you ſee the reaſon why every 
one ſhould take up the Toke of Chriſt in bis 
youth, becauſe of the Call of God. God the 
Father'calls who made thee , God tbe Son calls 
who redeemed thee, God the Spirit calls who 
was ſent to counſel and guide thee, to rege- 
-nerate and change thee, to ſanftifie and make 

thee meet for Glory. And ſhall not the Call 
of God be obeyed? This one thing will make 
it appear to be the moſt reaſonable thing in 
the world, viz. 

The Covenant you are'entred into ; are 
not you entred into a Covenant with God the 
Father , Son and Holy Ghoſt ? What is your 
Baptiſm buta token and pledge of it ? Here- 
by God hath owned you for his ; and hereby 
you are ingaged to be the Lord's. And ſhall 
God take me intoCovenant, and ftall I re- 
fuſe totake up Chriſts Toke ? This is that will 
deſtroy your Covenant-intereſt. God ex- 
pects that ſo ſcon as you ccme to years of 
underſtanding , to know your intereſt and 
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duty, you ſhould renew the Covenant of God . 


. upon your own Souls, and take hold of it for 
your ſelves (as your Parents did for you te- 
fore.) Now wherein doth your perſonal cn- 
trivg into Covenant with God chiefly con- 
liſt, but in your takipg vp the Teke of Orif ? 

ure 
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Sure therefore this ſhould be dane betimes 5 


if you refuſe this, ye renounce your Coye- - 


nant with God, you caſt your ſelves, out by 
your unbelief, and then God will caſt. you 
out : Rom. 11. 20, Becauſe of unbelief they were 
broken off. | 
Secondly, Conſider what this Call is. When 
you are called to take up the Yoke of Chriſt, 
you are called from a ſtate of fin and miſer 
to a ſhate of true bleſſedneſs ; from the vil 
ſlavery and drudgery in the world, to a work 


Proy.3-17: Of the higheſt pleaſure and delight. No great- 


Mat. 5. 8. 
Heb. 11. 


27. 


er pleaſure than in duty and obedience where 
the heart is right with God. You are called 
to holineſs, 1 Theſſ. 4. 7. God bath not called 
1s to uncleanneſs, but unto holineſs, And a life 
of holineſs is the moſt deſirable life in the 
world, itisthe lite of God; it is that life in 
which only a man can have communion with 
God; for a man muſt partake of the nature 
and life of God that would bave fellowſhip 
with God ; contrary natures can have no 
communion , He will not take the wicked by 
the hand *. Without holineſs no man ſhall ſee 
the Lord, Heb. 12. 14. Itis-not meant only 
of ſeeing God in Heaven , but-.in this world 
alſo, for there is a ſeeing of God fiducially as 
well as beatifically , and the one is as neceſſary 
to the preſent ſtate, as the other is to a ſtate 
of Glory. And he that doth not ſee God in 
this world , ſhall never dee him in the next. 
Now that which fits for preſent Viſiow-and 


* RIG"T2 PTY BY) Job 8-20. 
Communion 
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Communion is bolineſs. And your holiaeſs 
lies ig taking up the Toke of Chriſt, and con- 
farming to the Law and Will of Chriſt, This 
is that which you are called ro : Nay when you 
are Called to rake vp Chriſt's Toke, you are 
therein called to partake of the glory and 
bleſſedneſs of Chrilt ia Heaven. For though 
this Call of God begins in Grace, yet it ends 
in Glory. 

There is a twofold end of Gods Call with 
reſpet to ſinners, the near and proximate 
end is the converſion of ſinners to Chriſt, and 
a life of obedience ; the remote and ultimate 
end is the bringing thoſe to glory who are 
thus brought home by grace , and therefore 
the Call of God is ſaid to be to glory, 1 Theſ. 
2. 12,-—who hath called you to his kingdom and 
glory. And 2 Pet. 1.3. called m4 to glory and 
virtue. To virtue as the means, to glory as 
the end, The call begins in converſion, it 
is carried on in fanftification and obedience, 
it is compleated in glory and blellednefs. 


Whom he called them he juſtified , whom be j-ſt- Rom. 8.3%, 


fied them he alſo glorified : It 1s not ſaid whom 
he juſtified them he alſo ſanCtihed (which the 
order of things would ſeem to require) 1con- 
ceive the reaſon is, becavle fſanctification is 
iacluded in glorification, for it is the hegin- 
ning of glory ; and therefore is ſo called in 
Scripture, We all with open face behalding as in 
a glaſithe glory of the Lord are changed into the 
ſame image from glory to glory, 2. Cor. 3. 18. 
s.e. from one degree of grace to another, till 
grace be at laſt compleated in glory. The 
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cternal dignifying the foul with the glory of 
God is the ultimate end of the call of God. 

So that to conſider who it is that calls, and 
what this call is, adds a great force to the 
reaſon , why every one ſhould rake up the Toke 
of Chriſt in vs youth, 

Reaſ. 2. Becaule of the nature of fin, which 
gers great advantage by its continuance and 
uncontrouled poſſeſſion. \ It inſinuates it ſelf 
into the affeftions by its inticing pleaſures 
and deceiving delights; and when the affe- 
Ctions are ingaged, it is hard to- diſintangle 
them, What ſhall reduce that Soul from 
compliance with fin, which is linked to it by 
love and delight ? The power and ſtrength 
which fin hath ia us is by its intereſt in the 
afections; hereby it ſteals into the Throne 
inſcalibly, and fo gives Law to the whole 
man. And how ſhall a man ſtoop to the Toke 
of Chriſt who is under the power and domi- 
nion of luſt? No man can ſerve theſe rwo ma- 
ſters. Therefore it is good to ſhake off the 
Yoke of {in betimes, becauſe of its incroach- 
ing nature; ir goes on by little and little and 
by repeated and multiplied as, it becomes 
a habit in the Soul and it is a very difficult 

thing to remove a habit: as it is with a dif- 
eaſe, which taken at firſt may be eaſily cured ; 
but when by a long tract of time it hath cor- 
rupted the blood, and ſerled it ſelf in the bg- 
dy, ir is then turned to an ill habit, and then 
the remedies, which might have done at 
firſt , come too late, Bernard tells us of ſe- 
veral ſteps and gradations by which a man 
comes 
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comes to the higheſt degree of ſin ; firſt fin xd 
heavy, then leſs btavy, then lisbt, then ſmeet, at 
length natural and unavoidable ; fo that what at 
fr was difficult to be done ,, us at laſt impoſſib'e 
ro be left undone, The carnal heart is*the (cat 


of luſt, luſt works to ſinful acts, ſinful ats re- Jam.1-13- 


pzated make a cuſtom, and out of cuſtom not 
reſiſted, iſſues neceſſity. Hence that of the 
Apoſtle, 2 Pet. 2. 14. Having eyes full of adul- 
tery, and that cannot ceaſe from ſin. 

Thus ſia incroaches by degrecs , and by 
multiplied aCts gathers more ſtrength, till at 
laſt it becomes unconquerable. Like many 
waters, which, meeting in one ſtream, ſwell 
to that greatneſs, that they overflow the 
banks and bear down all before them. There 
are three ſorts of Sinners which rarely bes 
come true Converts, 

Such as have long injoyed the means of 
GRace, and are Szrmon-proot. 

Such as have made a profeſſion of Religion 
and are fallen off. 

And ſuch as have long accuſtomed them- 
ſelves to ſin. And therefore how blind were 
the Heathens in their reaſonings, who advi- 
ſed that young ones might have their fil oft . 
pleaſure, as the beſt way to wean them from 
it. Alas they knew nothing of the corrupti- 
on of nature, and of indwelling.ſin, of which 
this is a bait rather than a cure. Senſual 
things are ſo ſuited to bruriſh appetite , that 
you may as weil goabout to drown a fiſh by 
throwing it into the S:a, as to extingaiſh 
carnal deſires by ſenſual delights ; they m2y 
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he- cloyed , but never ſatisfied ; they may be 
wearied in injoyiig , but never weaned from 
laſting. Beſides, theſe things interpoſing be- 
tween God and the Soul, do render it fo fot- 
tiſh and ſenſual, that ir is wholly liſtleſs to 
any good : and how can it then take up the 
Yoke of Chriſt ? Can the Ethiopian change his 
thin , or the Leopard his ſpots ? then may you 
that are accuſiomed to do evil, learn to dowel, 
Jer. 13. 23. 

Reaſ. 3. The earlier the Toke of Chriſt is 
taken up, the eaſier it will be. Any thing is 
the more eaſily compaſſed by the earlineſs of 
the undertaking. A plant that is newly let is 
more eaſily removed than one that hath ta- 
ken root. Of all that were poſſeſſed with 
evil Spirits in Chriſt's time, it is obſerved 
trat cone were ſo hardly cured as they that 
had been poſſeſſed from their child-hood, 
Alark g. 21,29. Satan will not eaſily quit 
his hold, eſpecially where he hath had a long 
and quiet poſſeſſion. How ſeldom doth grace 
graft upon a withered ſtock ! That queltion 
of Nicodemns is not improper here, (an a man 
be born when he ts old ? Joh. 3.4. An old lin- 
ner is nearer to the ſecond death than he is to 
the ſecond birth. If you break a Horſe to the 
harneſs, or a bullock to the Yoke, it is while 
they are young ; if you teach one to write, 
or play on the Muſick , ye don't defer it till 
the fingers are grown ſtiff, but do it while 
they are more agil and nimble. Itisa thrifty 
courſe to bean early Convert, delays make 
the work exceeding difficult, For 

Her« by 


The Good of Early Obedience. 


Hereby the mind is more blinded, the will 
more ſtubborn, the aff. tions more ſoaked th 
ſenſual fruitions, and thereby more alienated 
from God, ' The Conlcience mare ſtupid and 
berummed, till by cuſtom in ſianing it comes 
to be paſt feeling ,. like the hand that is hard- 
ned by much labour, And how hard. muſt 
the converſion of luch an o1e be! It it be & 
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work of great difficulty to convert a b.yd - 


beart which is in every man by nature, what a 
difficulty is it then to convert a heart barred 
by cuſtom and continuance in ſin? Of alt Sins 
ners there is leaſt hope of doing good upon 
thoſe, who, by conſtant evil uſages, have 
contratted ſuch a hardneſs, that they can;ſin 
without fear, or regret of Conſcience, - Ply 
ſays of the Tortoiſe, that ſhe floats ſo long up: 
on the water , till the beams of the Sun haye 
ſo hardned her ſhell, that ſhe cannot &nk ; 
ſo going on in ſin under the Sun-ſhine of the 
Goſpe!, doth ſo harden the heart that it:canz 
not repent. And this is the reaſon the Dz- 
vil is for delaying repentance and a holy life, 
that {o {in may take its advantages by deeptr 
rooting and firmer hahits. For theſe are the 
arms of the ſtrong man whereby he makes the 
greater reſi{tances againſt Chriſt, rooted pre- 
judices againlt Religion arc very hardly ex 
tirpated, 

Reaſ. 4. Early obedience finds the kindeſt 
acceptance with God, I remember the. kmd- 
meſs of thy youth, Jer. 2. 2. God takes no- 
tice of the earlineſs of the work , as well as 
of the work it ſelf; and bath a peculiar king- 
I 3 neſs 
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neſs for the kindneſs of ofar youth. Ir is true 
that a hearty reſignation to God, and a ſe- 
rious imbracing Religion by an unfeigned ſub- 
}:ftion to Chriſt, always finds acceptance 
with the Lord; Him that comes to me 1 will in 
10 wiſe caſt out, There is a double Negative 


inthe Greek which ſerves to make the pro- 
miſe ſtrong, and eo incourage faith againſt 
5 uh 2nCd- all do 
Aw Ea 


ubts and fears. J will not, not caſt him 
01t. The promiſe doth not only import the 
ſafety of the eſtate of ſuch as are in Chriſt, 
but the welcome reception of all that come 
to Chriſt, As he will not caſt chem 0:1 that 
are once unitcd to him, fo, nor will be keep 
thrmout who deſire truly to cloſe with him 
wherever it be, ſooner or later ; when ever 
the heatt is willing God is ready. A ſincere 
obedience ſhall find acceptance at any time z 
but the carlicr we come, the kinder ſhall be 
our re@ption, and the greater our welcome z 
and/it muſt needs be ſo, 

Firſt, Becauſe we reſiſt the ſewer calls and 
invitetions of God, which are the expreſſions 
of his love and good will to ſinners; and as 
nothing provokes God more than when his 
love is flighted, fothere is nothing he is more 
pleaſed with than when the Soul 1s won by it 
to a readineſs of obedience; and that which 
pleaſes God heightens our acceptation. 

' Secondly , We ſave God the labour (to 
Jpeak aſter the manner of men) of uſing other 
means 1a which be leſs delights ; there are 
methods which God doth not loye to be found 
w the ple of, which yet he is conſtrained "x 
ule 
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"uſe for our benefit; he hath his thorn hedzes 
to ſtop our courſe, reduce our wandrings, 
and bring us to himſelf: hence we read of 
his ſtrange works and his trance atts, Ia. 28. Hoſ.2. 6,7. 
ar. Things which God delights not in, but 
is forced to by the ſtubbornneſs of the Crea- 
ture , that he that will not hear che word and 
who hath ordained it, may be made to hear 
the rod and who bath appointed it, Mic. 6. 9. 
Now by carly imbracing the ways of Chrilt, 
we happily prevent God in that work which 
is ſo contrary to his diſpolition, as being more 
inclined to mercy than wrath, 

Thirdly, We gretifie him in the thing he 
loves; and that 1s, an early obedience, Un- 
der the Law all Sacrifices were required ro 
be young. Dew#. 15. 19. All the firſthng males 
that come of thy herd and of thy flack,, thou ſhait 
Santtifie unto the Lord thy God, And Exod, 22. 
29. Thou ſhalt not delay to offer tbe firſt of thy 
ripe fruits, and of thy liquors, Mark, It muſt 
be the firſtling of the herd , and the firſtling 
of the flock, and the firſt ripe frurs, and the 
firſt lignors, And why ? but ro teach us, by 
theſe Types, how pleaſing to God a timely 
converſion is; and that if we would preſent 
our ſelves an acceptable Sacrifice to him, it 
muſt be by an early ſubjeftion to the Toke of 
Chriſt, He lovesa young Abzjah, a young 
Foſiah, a young Timerby, a young Saint for a 
Sacrifice, Folwr is called the Diſciple whom Fe. 10's 20. 2+ 
Fes loved, Joh. 13, 23. And why ? did Jeſus Pe 22 
love none other of the Diſciples but him? ** 
Yes, he loved them all, and that both living 
I 4 2:4 
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and dying ; 7oh. 13.1. Having loved his own 
which were in the world , be loved them to the 
end, But yet he loved John above. all: the 
reſt; apd the reaſon that is given of jt by 
ſomg is, becauſe Fohn was brought to Chriſt 
berimes ; of all the Diſciples he was youngeſt 
when he took up the Toke of Chriſt ; be lo- 
ved Chrift firſt, and therefore Chriſt loved 
him beſt; and as he had the bigheſt aftetion 
for him, ſo he made the greateſt revelations 
to him. -All which ſhews the gracious acce- 
Ptance of his carly obedience, 

Ic addeth greatly to the value of a gift when 
it is given readily and at firſt asking. So when 
we give up our ſelves tothe Call of God with- 
out Ghifting and hucking , without demurrs 
and dejays, it puts a great value upon our 
obedience , and makes it the more accepted 
with God. Long Randing off greatly pro- 
vokes God , and grieves the Spirit, though 
wc yiel: at lait. 

Many do by their lufts, as Pharaoh did by 


. the Iſ-aclues, he refuſes tolet them go. Though 


Gog commanis him , till Judgment terrifics 
him into fone kd of compliance ; and then 
he will let them go, bur not far away, that 
he may fetch them back again z and when 


- another Plague comes, then he will let ſome 


Exod. 10. 


go but not all; ſome myſt ſtay behind to be 
Hoſtages for the reſt. He never conſents they 
ſballallgo, till he 1s forced to it; ſo that it 
was not thank-worthy wheg he did conſent: 
Many love their luſts more than Chriſt z and 
will not pai with them , though at the Call 
C 
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of God, till by judgment upon judgment he 
makes them weary of theic communion, and 
plagues them out of them z the ſmart.of Gods 
rod, the coming of the evil day, the waſtes 
of nature, the decay of ſtrength, the growth 
of diſeaſes , the proſpecy of another world, 
the fenſe of a poliuted;; nature , a corrupt 
heart, and a miſpent life, the fore-taſtes of 
the wratlr of God z theſe, ſet home by the 
Spirit , may create ſuch terrors in the conſcis 
ence , as may weaty a ſinner out of his luſts, 
and bripg bim to Chriſt at laſt; but ke ſhall 
not have that welcome as the early Convert 
hath, . He ſhall be received and entertained, 
but not made ſo mych-of as if he had come 
ſooner. He ſhall 'not have thoſe' comforts 
that an carlier Canvert-fcels, wha took up the 
Yoke of Chcilt batimes, and fo hath walked 
in the fear of the Lord all his days. His own 
conſcience ſhall upbraid him, and fill him 
with ſhame for the ſollics of a miſpent life 3 


if bis bones are full of the ſins of bu youth, though Job 26; 
they are pardoned in Heayen , yet he may 11. 


carry the pain of them tothe grave-with him, 

and then he muſt nceds lye down in ſorrow, 
Or if he meets with comfort in this life, . it 
may he long firſt, and coſt him many prayers 
and many tears , much wooing and much 
waiting, Though Chriſt , when he:ffands at 
the door and knocks, promiſes, that sf avy man 
opens,. he ſhall ſup with him, Revel, 3. 20. Yet 
if Chriſt wait long for: entrance-, the Soul 
may be made to wait. long for its entertain- 
ment, 4f his own Spouſe deny him m—_—_— 
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he'l deny her his preſence ; if ſhe ſuffers him 
to knock and call without admittance , he 
will ſuffer her to :ſeek and ſue for a time, 
without ſucceſs, Cant. 5. 2, 3, 6. Delay 
God and God will delay yon; the lenger you 
make him wait in the tenders of his Grace, 
the longer he will make you wait in the ex- 
pectation of peace and comfort. 

Reaſ. 5. It is the greateſt buſineſs we have 
to attend to inthe world, and therefore is to 
be moſt minded, and firſt entred upon. It 
is the chief end of our being as creatures and 
as new creatures, Creation , Redemption, 
Regeneration, all beſpeak us to this, and do 
fit us for this. Thi prople have I formed for 
my ſelf, they ſhall ſhew forth my pravje, Iſai. 43. 
21, bt God hath formed us for himſelf, then 
we are to live only to himſ:lf. Whether we 
live (ſays the Apoſtle) we live ro the Lord, 
Rom. 14.8. , And what is it to live to the 
Lord, but to take up the Toke of Chriſt, ma- 
king Religion the 72 kgyey, the chief buſineſs 
of our life ? Fir ſeek the kingdom of God and 
bis righteouſneſs, Mat. 6. 33. Nothing can be 
of equal moment with this. All other work 
is but induſtrious idleneſs, and all labour but 
painful trifling while this is.negleted. O 
how buſie and ſolicitous are maſt men about 
preſent things ! and yet how unconcerned 
about the ſervice of Chriſt, and the ſalvation 
of their Souls. Which is as if a man that 
were ſhot through ſhould mind to have the 
rent in his garment mended , but neglect to 
gett he wound cured in his body. And - 
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thus bcutiſh and. beſotted are the molt of men, 
ſerious ia trifles , bur trifling in ſerious mat- 
ters; buſie like Dowgr5an, 1n catching flics, 
but little concerned abour Soul-concern- 
ments. | 

Reaſ. 6. This is the fitteſt and moſt proper 
ſeaſon of Religion ; there is no-time hke 
youth. The life of man conliſts of three parts, 
Infancy, Touth, and Old age, and of all, this is 
the moſt proper ; 4nd therefore the duty 
here is not commended to the firſt part of life, 
for Infancy is too ſaon to know God , when 
we cannot know Our felves ;. nor iis K com- 
mended tothe third ,, for Old age is too late 
to ſerve God when we cannot ferve our ſelves ; 
tu: it is commended to the time of Youth, 
that being the molt proper ſeaſon for ſervice 
and obedience. In infancy we are too young 
tq obey, being but in our imperſebt. beginnings ; 
in age We are roo old to obey, being in our 
droops and declinings : youth therefore is the 
fitteſt time z Hence that of Solomon , Remem- 
ber thy Creator, (that is, love, and ferve him, 
for words of knowledge imply affetion and 
practice) 6 the days of thy youth ;, in the He- 
brew it is, #* the days of thy choice *, Youth 
is called the day of a mans choice, either be- 
cauſe it is the choiceſt time of a mans life for 
any imployment and ſervice : or becauſe it is 
that time which every one would chuſe to live 
in infancy is a burden, and old age is a 
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greater z we long to grow up that we ma 
injoy our ſelves, but we fear to grow old leſt 


we ſhould be deprived of-our ſelves, Deſire 


is the fruit of love, and yet there is one thing 
which all deſire but none love, and that is 
old age; all deſire to live toit, and yet no 
man takes pleaſure in it. Or becanſe it is a 
time whereina man makes his choice z every 
one then chuſes his condition of life for the 
future. bofrnny is too early to make a Choice, 
for want of jadgment to diſtinguiſh. O!d age 
is too late to make a choice, for want of time 
and ſtrength to purſue: no time therefore to 
chuſe either for this world or the next, cither 
for our outward eſtate ;: or for our ſpicitual 
advantage and comfort, like our youth. * 

Reaſ. 7: Becauſe of the danger of delays. 
It is very dangerous to defer ſo great and con- 
cerning a- matter as your ſubjeCtion to Jeſus 
Chriſt is, and that 

Firſt, Whether ye look to the indifpolition 


that delays work to.- The longer ſin hath pol- 


ſeſſion,the faſter it will rivet it ſelf to the Soul, 
and ſo ſtrengthen it ſelf and harden the heart 
againſt converſion ; and therefore he that is 


unwilling to be ſubje&t to Chriſt to day , will 


be more unwilling to morrow. Or * 
Secondly , Whether ye look to the uncer- 
tain duration of life; it is not only ſhoft at 
beſt , but uncertain; no man knows either 
how, or where, or when he ſhall dye.' [ am 
old (faith Iſaac) and know not the day of my 
death, Gen. 27, 2, ' He hath no ſecurity of 
living another day ; the body is ſubject ta 
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above three hundred diſeaſes, and to agmany 
thouſand caſualties. One hour may diſpatch 
thee into another world as well as a year; 
a tile from the houſe may be as mortal as a 
diſeaſe; a flye, a hair, or a raiſin-ſtone may 
end thy days as certainly as a Plagye or Fea- 
yer. ' One dyes eating , another drinking, 
another laughing, another weeping, another 
walking, another praying , another curſing 
and ſwearing ; one dyes at an Ordinance of 
God, another at a Play-houle, one of the 
Devils great Ordinances, One, dyes at Sea, 
another at ſhore. One asking a Sca.man 
whge his father dycd, faith he, at Sea; and 
where dyed your Grandfather ? ſays he, at 
Sea; I wonder then, ſaid he, why you will 
venture to go to Sea, The Sea-man asked 
him , Where dyed your father ? He an(wer- 
ed, [n his bed; and where dyed your Grand- 
father ? He anſwered, In his bed roo ; why 
then, ſaid the Sea-man , I wonder you will 
venture togoto bed. There is death in the 
bed as well as on board. Death will find a 
man where-ever he is; and how can a man 
that ſeriouſly conſiders the uncertainty of life, 
delay cloſing with the Call of God one mo- 
ment, leſt death ſurprize him in an uncon- 
verted condition ? Would any of you be wil- 
ling to go out of the world in a tate of enmi- 
tytoGod, and to launch into Eternity in an 
unpardoned ſtate? Hath God ever told you 
you ſhall live to old age , that you dare defer 
your converſion till then ? Harh God faid you 
ſhall not dye next ſickneſs, or the next voy- 

age 
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age you take, or the next time you go out of 
doors? Do not you ſee twenty dye young to 
one that lives to old age? And'why may not 
you? If God had told you that ſo many years 
you ſhall continue in the world, this might 
be a temptation to you to entertain your luſts 
a little longer, and put off the thoughts of 
turning to God till hereafter ; but God hath 
in his Wiſdom hid from us our laſt day, that 
we might thereby be ſtirred up to watch eve- 

ry day, and do the great work out of hand 

or which we came into the world. 

Thirdly, It is very dangerous, if you con- 
ſider the ſhortneſs and nncertainty of theglay 
of grace; the time of life is ſhort, but the 
day of grace may be ſhorter; it is the counſel 
of our Lord, Fob, 12. 35. Tet a bitle while the 
lizht is with yau, walk, while ye have the light, 
les darkneſs come upon you. The words imply 
three things. 

1. That the ſeaſon of Grace is but ſhort, 
it continues but for a little while, 

2, That it is a great Duty to improve it 
while we have it. Walk white you bave the 
light. 

3. They that have it and do not improve 
it, may ſoon be deprived of it. Leſt darkneſs 
come upon you. 

There 1s a genera! and a particular day of 
Grace. The general day of Grace is when 
the Goſpel is brought to a people, and the 
Miniſtry of it ſet up by God , whereby life 
and ſalvation is tendred to all in the blood of 
Icſus Chriſt, $6 hi 
; The 
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The. particular end ſpecial day of Grace 
js, when the Goſpel is not only preached, and 
Salvation tendred, but when the Spirit of the 
Lord doth accompany it, and carry it home 
to the hearts of ſinners, ſometimes inligbt- 
ning their winds, ſometimes convincing their 
conſciences, ſometimes working inward fears 
and terrors from a ſenſe of their undone con- 
dition, ſometimes ſtirring vp good affeftions 
and deſires, ſometimes working them to 
ſtrong purpoſes and reſolutions to repent, 
and turn and obey. Now where the Spirit 
doth thus inwardly ſtrive with any ſinner, 
that is his particular day of grace, his ſpecial 
ſeaſon of finding and obtaining mercy. Seek 
the Lord while he may be ſound, lai. 55.6. Now * 
is the accepted rime , now 15 the day- of ſalvation, 
2 Cor. 6, 2. If ever a ſinner be converted and 
brought inta obedience to Jeſus Chriſt, this 
is the time. And it is very dangerousto ne- 
gle or defer our cloſing with Chriſt , for it 
is very uncertain how long or how little while 
the opportunity may be afforded. , Who 
knows when his day of grace begins, or when . 


it will end ? As no man knows the number Job 14. $- 


of his months; ſo, much leſs doth he know 


the length of his day of grace. Jt is net for AR 1. 9. 


you (as Chriſt ſays in another caſe) ro know the 
trmes and the ſeaſons which the Father hath kept 
m bis own power. And the reaſon why God 
bides it from us may be, becauſe he would 
have ,us loſe no opportunity of ſaving orr 
Souls, but imbrace the firſt renders of ofercy, 
left God ſhould rake our refuſal, and never 
LCnCEr 
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tender jt, more, If you repulſe the Spirit of 
God when he knocks , you have no promiſe 
that eyer | he will knock again; and if he 
leaves off, you are undone for ever, The har- 
veſt is. paſt , the ſummer is ended, and we are 
not ſaved, Jer. 8. 20, God will not wait long 
upon a lingring ſinner.z he takes delays for 
denials, and ſo departs, and the day of grace 
ends., . Moſt certain it is that the day of grace 
may be tinned away, and that whether you 
conſider it in the general , or particular no- 
tion of it. 

Firft, Takeit in the general notion of it, 
for the injoyment of the means of grace, and 
the Miniſtry of the Word and Ordinances ; 
and this may ceaſe. God may deprive a peo- 
ple of a converting Miniſtry and converting 
Ordinances, and may give them Statutes not 
good , as he did to Iſrael, Ezek. 20. 24, 25. 
Berauſe they deſpiſed my ſtatutes , polluted my 
Sabbaths, and their eyes were after their fathers 
ido's, therefore I gave them (or gave them up 
to). ſtatutes that were not good , and judgments 


' whereby they ſhould not love. It is a judicial 


proceſs of an offended God becauſe of abuſed 
mercies ; they had the Statutes and Judg- 
ments and Ordinances of God which were 
juſt and good, and tended to life , as verſ. 21. 
But becaule they ſlighted theſe, therefore he 
gavethem up to the Statutes and ſuperſtitious 
Inventions of men, which were not good, but 

tended to death and deſtruction. 
kc is a dreadful judgment when for ſighting 
and rcbclling ntl the Statutes and Judg- 
ments 
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ments of God , he gives a perſon or a people 
up to Statutes and judgments that are not good. 
And this ſeems to be the very judgment that 
God is giving this Nation up to at this day 
we have flighted the Toke of Chriſt, and 
therefore he is giving us up to the Toke of An- 
tichriſt ; we have been weary of pure Wore 
ſhip and Ordinances, and haye been luſting 
after the - Romiſh inventions, and therefore 
the righteous God ſeems to be giving us op to 
them, and ſaying to us as to that people, 
V. 39s As for you, O houſe of Iſrac!, thus ſaith 
the Lord God, go ye, ſerve ye every one his Idols. 
When men wel not ſtoop to, nor owne thoſe 
ways of Chrilt which are for their good, it is 
jult with God to give them up to thoſe ways 
that are zot for their good, When men receive 
not the love of the truth that they may be ſaved, 
for this cauſe God ſends them ſtrong deluſions that 
they ſhould believe a lye, and be damned, 2 Thell. 
2. 1O, 11, 12. And thefe are the Statutes 
that are not goed, and the judgments whereby 
they ſhall not lee. 

Sometimes he gives them up to a blind Mi. 
niſtry , the ſword of the Lord is upon the arm 
and the righkeye of the Idol-ſhepherd , inſomuch 
that his arm ts dried up, and his right eye utter- 
ly darkned,; Zach. 1t. 17. He cloſeth the 
eyes of the Prophets, and Rulers, and Seers to- 
gether with 4 Firir of deep ſteep , ſo that the 
viſien of all 1s become as the words of a book ſeal- 
ed, which; neither unlearned nor learned can 
. read, Hei:29. 10, 11, 12. 


Sometimes he gives them up to a profane 
oo K and 
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and debauched Miniſtry z The Prieſt and the 
Prophet have erred through frong drink_, they 
are ſwallowed up of wine , through ſtrong drink, 
they erre in viſion and ſtumble in judgment, Iſai. 
28. 7. From the Prophets of Teruſalem is pro- 
fanenefs gone forth into all the land, Jer. 23.15, 
They cauſe my people to erre by their lies and 
therr lightneſs, v. 32. 
Sometimes he doth utterly take away his 
Ordinances , and means of Grace. Behold, 
ſaith the Lord, the days come that 1 will ſend 4 
famine mm the land, not a famine of bread (which 
yet is a fore judgment , and makes the mother 
eat the child of a ſpan long, Lam. 2. 20.) nor 4 
thirſt for water, (for a draught whereof Lyfe 
mach, to ſave his life, ſold his Kingdom) 
of hearing the word of the Lord. And this was 
the judgment of God upon Iſrael : We ſee net 
our ſigns, there is no more any Prophet , nether 
is there arty among us that knoweth how tongs 
Pal. 74. 9. Amazzab and his Courtiers ſhall 
not need to pack away the Prophets, and 
forbid them preaching nigh the Court ( as 
Amos 7. 12,) tor God will, as a woful Plague 
to an unworthy people, remove them. And 
Iſrael ſhall be without the true God,and without a 
teaching Prieſt, and without Law, 2:Chron. 15.3. 
And this is what our Lord Chriſt fo ſeverely 
threatned , Mat. 2.1. 43. The kingdom of God 
ſhall be taken from you , and given to a nation 
bringing forth the fruits thereof. And how fad- 
ly hath this word been accompliſhed v 
them for ſixteen hundred years together, 
ſeven Churches of Aſia, -as alfo thoſe of MfFi- 
Cay 
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ta, (that vaſt Coortinent (thrice as big as E.- 
rope) are fad inſtances of this. It is plain 
then that the day of grace in regard of the 
injoyment of the Ordinances, thay be finned 
away. Burt 

Second,y , The Sinners particular day of 
grace may be lolt and finned away ; he may 
not only ſin away the Ordinances, but the 
ſtriviogs of the Spirit too; he may reſiſt it 
till ir is quenched, and ſo quench ir, char it 
can never be kindled again. Many do in 
this ſenſe out-live their day of grace , by ſin- 
ning away the motions and ſtrivings of the 
Spirit z for though he ſtrives long with many, 
and longer with ſame ſinners than others, yet 
he will not ſtrive always : The Lord ſaid, My 
Spirit ſhall not always ſtrive with man, Gen.6. 3. 
"Nay the Spirit may not only ceaſe ſtriving 
when the Ordinances are removed , but he 
may ceaſe ſtriving while the Ordinances are 
continued, and then the day of grace is palt, 
though the means of grace abide. 

The general and revealed day of grace may 
poſſibly laſt as long as life laſts, and the ſinner 
may ſit under the GoFFel-call all his days, and 
= the ſecret and particxlar day of grace may 

ended ; the Spirit may never ſtrive more, 
but leave the ſinner to his luſts. This is de- 
nied by ſome, and hardly believed by any 
let me therefore make it out, that ſo the 
danger of finning away your particular day of 

ce may be a prevailing reaſon why you 
uld mand Chrilt and his Tokg betimmes , let 


-Fyqu defer it till it be too late. 1 ſhall there- 
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fore make ont the truth of this five ways. 

- Firſt, By the unerring evidence of Scri- 
ptore inſtance, Was not Iſhmael a ſad in- 
{tance of this truth? He was deſcended of a 
godly father, was in Covenant with God, had 
the Covenant-ſeal upon him , injoyed all the 
means of grace ; for eAbraham was King, 
Prieſt and Prophet in his own houſe : And 
therefore he was not without the ſtrivings of 
the Spirit; and yet for all this he is caſt ont 
of the Church, and out of Covenant. Ca# 
him out , faith the Lord, Gal. 4. 30. Now 
this caſting out, is a cutting him off, and de- 
priving him (as a juſt puniſhment of his ſcof- 
fing ſpirit) of the means of grace, and eſpe- 
cially of the ſtrivings of the Spirit of God. 
And this was done when he was not above 
twenty years 0Id.Oh what a dreadtul inſtance a5 
this! How ſhould it awaken young ones that 
ſit under the means of grace, and fill them 
with trembling. Here is /ſhmael ſtanding 
out againſt the ſtrivings of the Spirit, and 
loſing his day of grace at rwenty years of age. 
So that his day of grace laſted but few years ; 
for he was thirteen years old when he was Cir- 
cumciſed, and ſo fealed with the Covenant- 
ſeal, and thetefore he was but ſeven years 
under the priviledges of the Covenant. 

Now how old are you? How long have 
you been ſcaled with the Covenanteſcal ? 
How long have you been under the means, 
and have had tlie-Spirit ſtriving with you? 
Surely much longer than ever /ſhmael had 
ard thercfore how davgerous is thy caſe, if 

*'thou 
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thou art not yet come under the Toke of 
Chriſt ! : 

And what think ye of Eſa» ? Did not he 
ſin away and out-live his day of grace ? Why 
elſe is it ſaid, That he would afterward have in- 
herjted the bleſſing and was rejetied, For he 
ſound no place for repentance , though he ſought 
i carefully with tears ? Heb. 12, 16, 17. His 
time for the bleſſing was paſt and gone, he 
came too.late, and ſo loſt it ; and was reject- 
ed, and no tears could recover 1t again. tow 
there is a great Myſtery in this, and it ig- 
ſtruts us in three great and concerning 
truths. 

1. That by many the greateſt bleſſings are 
leſs minded. than things of ſmaller moment, 
Here's Eſau preferring a morſel of meat before 

his birth-right, | 
" 2, To prefer tertiporal benefits before the 
greateſt ſpiritual bleſſings , is an evident ar- 
gument of a profane ſpirit. For therefore 
Eſaw is called a profane perſon, becauſe he ſold, 
his birth-right (a Type of ſpiritual bleſſings) 
for a morſe! of meat. | 

3. He that neglects to ſecure to himſelf 
ſpiritual bleſſiogs when they may be had , his 
judgment ſhall be, to ſeek and mourn after 
them, when it will be too late to find them. 
Eſau firſt ſells the bleſſing profanely , which 
God had beſtowed; and afterward ſeeks it 
with tears and is rejeted. And when was this 
that Eſa thus profanely parts with his birt::- 
right? It was very catly, in the days of his 
youth. This is caſily gathered irom t'2 3 xy 
K 3 ct 
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of his hunting, which ye have in Gen. 25. 27. 
and ſo to the end of the Chapter, where it 
it ſaid, that rbe boys grew , and Eſau was a cun- 
mng buxter (v. 27.) and coming faint out of 
the field (v. 29.) he delires bis brother Facob 
fo feed him (v. 30.) Jacob offers him bread 
for his birth-right (v. 31.) Eſa being very 
faint, (at the point to he, the Text fays (v.32.) 
ſells him his birth-right for bread and pot- 
tage. Thu Eſau deſpiſed his birth-right, v. 43. 
And this was very catly, 4s ſoon 4s the boyt 
were grown up. Sothat Eſas ſurvived his day 
of grace many' years, The Spirit of the Lord 
left ſtriving with him betimes. And was it 
not the fin of the poor Jews? Did not they 
out-live their day of grace ? Oh that thou 
hadſt known in this thy day the things which be- 
long to thy peace , but now they are hid from 
thine eyes. | 
Secondly, If a man may fall away from the 
Faith once profeſſed, and that totally and 
finally, then may he fin away the ſtrivings of 
the Spirit, and fo out-live his day of grace. 
Though a man cannot fa{{ away from the 
work of grace finally , yet from the word of 
grace he may ; though he cannot atrerly depart 
from faith implanted , yet he may from the 
auth profeſſed. The Apoltle ſays (1 Tim. 4. 1.) 
That the Spirit ſpeaks expreſly that m the latter 
times ſome ſhall depart from the faith Now 
when a man comes to __ from the Faith, 
the word of faith (the Scriptures) and the 
profeſſion of faith ; and that finally , then 
fhe Spirit ſtrives no more 3 for his Fs 
ou rx we | the 


The Good of Early Obedience. 135 


(the next verſe tells you) is ſeared with a hot 
won. 

Thirdly , It is evident in that God ſome. 
times gives men up to their own luſts: Pſal. 
$1.11, 12. My people would not hearken to 
voice, and Iſrael would none of me (had no will 
to me, ſo the Hebrew) and what follows? 728 &? 
So 1 gave them up to their own hearts luſts, and * 97 
they walked in their own connſels. And what is 
it for God to give a man up to his luſts ? bur 
to let fin and corruption have the whole rule 
and ſway in the Soul, without the wonted 
checks and reſtraints of the Spirit : This is 
called letting him alons in fin. Ephraim 5: 
joyned $0 1dols, let him alone , Hof. 4. 17. that 
is, let him take his own courſe, and purſue 
= luſts, till God deal with him once for 
all. 

Fourthly, It appears in that judicial hard- 
neſs of heart, blindneſs, and impenitency 
that he gives ſome upto, which renders all 
the Ordinances utterly ineffectual; like rain 
falling upon a rock , that runs off without 
fruit. Nay in this caſe the Ordinances do 
not only not ſoften, but they harden ; for 
where God hardens, every thing hardens ; 
every word, every rod, every Ordinance, 
every Providence ; every thing hath a com- 
million foto do, Make the heart of this people rom. rn, 
fat, make their ears heavy , ſhut their eyes, leſt g. 
they ſee with their eyes, and bear with their ears, 
and underſtand with their heart , and convert 
«nd be healed, Iſai: 6.10. Ye read in Rom, 1. 
of a threefald giving up: v.24. God gave 
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them up to uncleanneſi: v.26. God gave thew 
up to vile affettions: v.28, God gave them up 
to 4 reprobate mind, There is a gradation in 
this judicial proceſs of God. Here js the 
practice of ſin, and a giving upto that; then 
a love and delight in fin, and a giving up to 
that; and at, laſt a ſenſleſs ſtupidity in ſin, 


and then a giving upto that. And theſe are 


Exod. 10. 
27. 


Non 3nſu 


dendo m -;: - 


tiam, 
ſubtrs:: 1:40 
graiians 


Mat. 9. 34- 


the three ſaddeſt judgments on this ſide Hell. 
God bronght ten ſad Plagues upon Pharaoh, 
but there was one greater than all, and that 
was a hardned heart. have hardned his heart, 
{aith the Lord, Exod. 7, 13. And how is 


this done ? How can God be ſaid to harden 


a (inners heart ? not by infuſing any evil qua- 
lities that were not there: before, but by 
withdrawing the ſtriving of his Spirit, and 
leaving a man to be aCted by his own luſts, 
which do quickly work to bardening the-heart ; 
and therefore that which is called 4 bardening 
the brart there, is by the Apoltle here ex- 
== by giving wp to uncleanneſs , to vile affe- 
twons , to 4 reprobate mind, Which imports 
no more but a dereliction of the Spirit, a 
ceaſing to ſtrive any longer, 
_ Fifthly, If a man may poſſibly commit the 
unpardonable fin, the fin againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt, then he may out-live the ſtrivings of 
the Spirit, and fin away his day of grace, But 
this is poſſible for a man todo; ſo did thoſe 
Phariſees and Scribes, Mark 3. They com- 
mit this ſin, v, 22. And the Lord Chriſt 
charges fnem with it , and tells them they 
ſhall never be parConed nor ſaved by reaſen 
v- of 
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of it, v.29, 30. So that they out-lived their 
day of grace. Therefore the thing is moſt 
evident, that a man may ſo long go on in ſing 
and ſo, far reſiſt the Spirit , in his Itrivings 
with the Soul, as that his day of grace may 
be paſt and gone. It. may be linned away. 

How long the Spirit of: the Lord may con- 
tinuc to [trive with a ſinner before he gives 
over- 2n{ (irives no more , that I think is a 
queſtion tov hard for, any man to determine z 
to ſay thus long. te Spirit will Neve, bet ng 
longer ; tius wig the ſinners day of grace 
ſhall copr:oue , but no longer, is beyond the 
Skill of any man. | | 

1. Becauſe things that are purely arbitra- 
ry come under no rule, 

2. The Scripture is (ilent as toany poſitive 
determination herein ; God hath no where 
ſaid how long it ſhall be; how long he will 
wait to be gracious. And where the Scri- 
pture doth not determine, who can ? We 
ovght not to have an car to hear , where the 
Scripture hath not a tongue to ſpeak. 

3. It is moſt certain that the day of grace 
hath differing periods. It is not of the ſame 
length toall, one ſinner hath the glaſs of his 
opportunity ſooner run out than another. To 
ſome God calls, and ſets open the door of 
grace for them , and if they will enter, well 
and good; if not, be ſhuts the door upon 
them and never opens it more. To others 
he ſhews much long ſuffering , he calls aloud, 
and ſtrives much, and knocks often at the 
ſingers door before he will take a denial. To 

{ome 
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Mat. 3.10. ſome God lays the ax to the root of the tree, 


Luke 13. 
6, 7+ 


Prov. 19. 
16. 


and ſays either bear or burn, either for fruit 
or fire. To ethers God comes lookzng for fruit 
one year after another before he gives the 
word for the cutting them down. 

4. The patience of God doth not deter. 
mine the thing. For that may be continued 
to a ſinner when the Spirit hath given him 
ever, and done ſtriving with him z there 
may be a long day of forbearance where the 
day of grace is paſt. The Lord awaken fſin- 
ners to conſider this , for they are very apt 
to preſume upon Gods patzence , and think 
that a ſeaſon of repentance ;, whereas the re- 
pentance and converſion of the ſinner doth 
not depend ſo much upon Geds patience as up- 
on the Spirits ſtrevings. It is this that puts a 
price into our hands to get wiſdom , this makes 
the ſeaſon of grace; the patrence of God may 
be for acontrary end, it may be only for the 
filling up the meaſure of our miquity. And 
therefore ſinners may poſſibly live long under 
Gods patience and forbearance , and yet the 
ſeaſon of the Spirits ſtrivings may be at an 
end, But yet though none can ſay how long 
or how little while the ſinners day of grace 
ſhall laſt, yet theſe two things may be ſafely 
ſaid concerning it. 

Firft, The greater the means of grace is, 
the ſhorter the day of grace is, the old world 
had not ſo great means, but then they had 
a longer day : My Spirit ſhall not always ſtrive 
with man—— yet hy days ſhall be an hundred 
and twenty years, Gen. 6.3. It isnot _ 
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of the days of his life , that he ſhould live fo 
long; but it is meant of the day of grace 
ſo many years God would give them to re- 
pent in ; ſo many years his Spirit ſhould 
ſtrive with them before judgment was exe- 
Cuted, 

The people of Iſrael had greater means 
than the old World, but then their day of 
grace was ſhorter : Forty years ſuffered he their 
manners in the wilderneff, Adts 13.-18. 

And afterwards in Canear {till as their pri- 
viledges were inlarged , ifo their day was 
ſhortued. Never were their injoyments ſo 
grout as by the coming of Chrilt in the fleſh, 

ut yet this ſhortned their day of grace the 
more; as you may fee in that Parable of the 
Fig-tree, Lukg 13.6, 7, And in that Com- 
miſſion which Chriſt gives to his Diſciples, 
Luke 10. 10, 11. Into whatever city ye enter, 
and they recerut you not ,, go out wnto the ſtreet 
and ſay , Even the very duſt of your city we do 
wipe off again## you, notwithſtanding be ye ſure 
of this, that the kingdom of God is come nigh to 
you, Asif he ſhould fay, Tell them this is 
their day of grace, which ſince they light, 
God will ſhake off them as you do the dult of 
your feet. 

The more lively and awakcning the Mi- 
niſtry you at any time fit under is, the ſhorter 
your day of grace is; for iteither converts or 
hardens ; it either betters your eſtate , or 
makes it worſe, 1f it be not @ ſavor of bfe 
ro life, it will he « ſavor of death unto death, 
2 Cor, 2, 16, It never leaves finncrs = - 
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finds them, If your ſpirituai eſtate be not 
bettered by it, the Spirit of the Lord will not 
ſtrive long, and then your converſion is im- 
ible. There are three ſad evils which the 
Goſpel brings upon impeairent ſinners. - 

Their Judge will be feverer. 

Their Hell will be hotter. 

Their Seaſon of Grace and time of the Spi- 
rits ſtriving, will be ſhorter, : For he will finiſh 
the work; 'arid cut it ſhort 4n righteouſneſs , be- 
Cauſe a ſhort work. will the Lord make upon the 
earth, Rom..g. 28. 

Secondiy., The more profligate and deſpe- 
rate in finning men grow under the Goſpel, 
the ſooner! will the Spirit ceaſe ſtriving, For 
a man may and many a man doth) by tus own 
ſin ſhorten --his day of grace, and provoke 
God to ſtrive by his Spirit no more; Elphat, 
ſpcaking of the ſinners of the old World, 
ia's They were cut down out of time , and their 
fourgarion overfiowed with a flood, Job 22.16. 
And therefore what. inail we think of Eng- 
land's Priviledges? Will they lalt long? | 
am afcaid they will not, conſidering the de- 
ſperate wickedneſs of the Nation that reigns 
in all ſorts,” this may juſtly cauſe God to cur 
them down out of time, and cauſe « flood of 
judgments to overflow their foundations. The 
abominable pride, gluttony, drunkenneſs, un- 
cleanneſs, - ng. lying, Covenant. break- 
ing, oppreſſion, : perju: ic, together 
with tac Errours, Hereſies, Schiims, Blaſphe- 
mies, Idolatries, and Atheiſm of the day; 
and L will add , the unrigiteous PU 
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of the Miniſters and Members of Chriſt for 
nothing but Ig to the word and 
Kingly Office of Chriſt : theſe things, 1 fear, 
bave brought the Nations day and mercies to 
a near period, And though I ſpeak it with 
trembling, yet I muſt ſay it, That withont a 
ſpeedy repentance the Lord will ſhortly do 
one of theſe two things, either he will re- 
move this generation from the Goſpel, or 
elſe he will remove the Goſpel from this ge- 
neration. 

Thus you ſee where the force of this reaſon 
lies, delay of ſo great a Duty is greatly dan- 
gerous, whether you look to the indiſpoſition 
it works, or to the uncertainty of life, or to 
the uncertain duration of the day of grace, 
which may be ſinned away; and then if you 
would come to Chriſt, you cannot : Ther ſhaft 
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they call upon me , but I will not anſwer , they Prov. 1.28, 


ſhall ſeek, me early , but they ſhall not find me ;; 
for that they hated knowledge , and did not chuſe 
the fear of the Lord: They would none of my 
counſel, they deffiſed all my reproof. Salvation 
is not a thing to be had at your time , but at 
Gods time; and Gods time is now in your 
youth. Moſt agree that it is a reaſonable 
thing that ſin ſhould be forſaken, that the Toke 
of Chrift ſkould be taken up ; but not ſo ſoon, 
it is tooearly ; and this is it upon which moſt 
men periſh ; they ſlight Gods time : When / 
would bave healed Iſrael, then the iniquity of 
Epbraim was diſcovered , Hoi. 7. 1. A man 
never diſcovers more iniquity , and more 
love to ſin, than in ſetting light by Gods = 
0 
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of healing. The fooliſh Virgins would fain 
have entred in with the Bridegroom , but 
when they ſhou/d have entred, their oyl was 
to get ; and when they would have entred, 
the door was ſhut, Mar. 25. 20. Te read 
in Revel. 10, 1, 2,6. of an Angel that hath * 
bis hand a little book, open, and he ſwears by bins 
that lives for ever and ever that time ſhould be 
no longer. This Angel js interpreted of Chriſt, 
and S little book_in his hand is the Goſpel, and 
it is ſaid to be opex, becauſe he makes known 
the whole counſel of God for our Salvation ; 
it is Chriſt that gives out the Goſpel and 
means of grace ; and it is he that limits the 
time of mans injoying it, beyond which. he 
cannot injoy it, for he ſweareti that rae ſball 
be no longer. 
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CHAP. VIL 


Containins the laſt Reaſon , viz. from the good 
of Obedience. It 1s a neceſſary good, a profi- 
table good, an honourable good, a comfortable 
good. 


T H E laſt (but not the leaſt) reaſon is 
what is hinted here in the Text; v4. 
the goodneſs of the undertaking; there can 
be no greater reaſon of obedience than the 
goodnels of it. All true obedience {ſprings 
trom love, and the object of love is good, and 
when a man loves and obeys God becauſe of 
the goodneſs of his Precepts, this is excellent. 
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Thy word is very pure , therefore thy ſervant 
loves it, Pſal. 119. 140. 

There is nothing proves our regeneration 
and being made partakers of the drvine nature 
like this, for then we have the ſame object 
of love as God hath. Purity and goodneſs 
is the object of Gods love, and it cannot but 
be ſo, becauſe of its ſuitableneſs ro his na- 
ture; and therefore to have the ſame object 
of love with God , argues the Soul changed 
into the likeneſs of God. Carnal minds have 
no reliſh of heavenly things. They that are 
after the fleſh ſavour the things of the fleſh, 
Rom.F5.8. That man is undoubtedly born 
of God that loves the word becauſe it is good, 
and obeys it becauſe it is pure. 

The great argument by which Duty and 
Obedience is inforced upon the Creature is 
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the good of obedience. The Lord commanded us yay, $:29, 


to do all theſe Statutes , to fear the Lord our 
God, Deut. 6. 24. Hear it, and know it for 
thy good, Job 5, 27. And Devt. 10. 12, 13. 
What doth the Lord require of thee , but to fear 
him and to walk in his ways, and to love him and 
ſerve bim with all thy heart and with all thy ſoul; 
To keep the commandments of the Lord, and bis 
ſtatutes which I command thee this day for thy 
good, And here in the Text, Jr 5s good for a 
man that he bear the Toke in his youth. 

And the great motive upon which good 
men labour to confirm themſelves in heart 
any life to the precepts of God , is the good- 

them. The commandment 1s holy , juſt 
and good, Rom. 7. 12, The mandatory yard 
O 


#44 


6s 


The Good of Early Obedience. 


of the word hath an inviting lovelineſs. As 


_ = the promiſes of pardon and eternal life ſuit 
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with the hunger and thirſt of the Soul and 
the natural deſires of happineſs; ſo the holi- 


, neſs and righteouſneſs of the precept ſuit 


with the notions of good and evil that are in 
mans heart, and this draws forth compliance 
and conſent. I conſent to the Law that it 5s 
good, Rom. 7. 16, It 5s good for me to draw 
near to God, Plal. 73. 28. There is nolike- 
lier means to prevail upon conſidering minds 
to come under the Toke of Chriſt betimes, 
than to let them ſee how much duty is their 
real intereſt, and that obedience 1s not bur- 
den ſo much as bleſſedneſs, for that there is 
an univerſal good in Religion. 

It is a necefſary good, a profitable good , an 
honourable good, a pleaſant good. 

Firſt, It is a neceſſary good. Nothing in 
the world is of equal neceſſity with this 
there are many things «ſef«/, but this is that 
one thing needful. So our Lord Chriſt ſays, 
One thing is needful , Luke 10. 4.2. and that is 
ſabjeftion to Chriſt. Martha was careful a- 
bout his entertainment , but Mary fate at his 
feet ; one was providing for her Saviour, the 
other for her Soul ; and this was the moſt 
needſul work. Martha was cumber'd with 
much ſerving, and this diſtrafted her in her 
obedience, which was the one thing needful. 
It is more neceſſary to obey Chriſt than thus 
to ſerve him. bk 

Firit , It it neceſſary by. a neceſſity of Pre- 
cept ; that which is firſt preſſed ſhould be moſt 
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chiefly endeavoured, and that is the buſineſs 
of Religion : Firſt ſeek, ye the kingdom of God 
and his righteouſneſs, Mat, 6, 33. Firſt, before 
ariy thing elſe; and fir# , more than any 
thing elſe. The Lord Chriſt here takes their 
hearts off from worldly cares by ſetting them 
upon a more neceſſary duty; for as the body 
3: more than raiment, Mat. 6. 25. ſo is the 
Soul more than the body ; hence that of our 
Lord, Foh. 6. 27. Labour not for the meat that 
periſheth , but for that meat which endureth to 
everlaſting life, God is a ſupreme Lord ,. to 
whom we all owe obedience, and this puts a 
muſt upon us as to duty ; ſoit did upon Chriſt 
himſelf, I muſt work the works of him that ſent 
me, Joh. g. 4. This laid that neceſſity upon 
the Apoſtle, 1 (or. 9g. 16. Neceſſity is laid 
me. It is neceſſary God ſhould be obeyed 
whatever his precepts are ; his charge muſt 
be kept, and his will fulfilled , for he is Lord 
of all; he is not only a Saviour but a Law- 
giver, and therefore obedience is as neceſla- 
ry as truſt and dependance, 

Secondly , It is neceſſary by a neceſſity of 
means. He that would arrive at a deſigned 
end, muſt purſue it by due and proper means. 
Eternal life and falvation is the end which 
the great God propounds to all , he world 
have all men to be ſaved, 1 Tim. 2, 4. Bur 
how ? by an abſolute Decree ? No, though 
many argue thus blindly : If God hath de- 
creed me to Salvation I ſhall be ſaved, ler 
me live how I liſt. God never made any 
ſuch Decree ; he hath as much decreed the 
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means as the end; converſion and ſubjeCtion 
to Chriſt are as much decreed as Salvation 
and eternal life. So that no man can be ſaved 
in an unregenerate ſtate ; what can be more 
poſitive and plainthan that of our Lord Chriſt : 
Job. 3.3. Verily, verily I ſay unto thee , Except 
a man be born again, he cannot ſee the kingdom 
of Ged, He doth not fay, he is not like to fee 
the Kingdom of God , or he ſhall not ſee the 
Kingdom of God, but he canor fee the King- 
dom-of God, -The Salvation of that man 
that cleaves to his luſts, and refuſes obedi- 
cnce to Jeſus Chriſt, is morally impoſlible z 
he mult periſh, and that upon a twofold ne- 
ccllity. | 

1, A natural neceſſity. For it is impoſh- 
ble that the holy God and unholy Sinners can 
dwell together. Did God burn up Sodom 
and Gomorrha ? Crown the old World ? caſt 
Adm and Eve out of Paradiſe ? and the An- 
gels out of Heaven for their ſins? and will 
he lay thee in his boſom in thy enmity and 
11th? Darkneſs and light may as foon incor- 
porate, and contraries ſubliſt together , nay 
God may as ſoon change his nature , and 
ccale to be what he is, as fave a man1n his 
{ns and diſobedience, It is contraty to his 


Holineſs ; if holy David would not ſuffer 


wicked perſons to dwell in his houſe, can we 
think the holy God will ever ſuffer them to 
Cwell in Heaven ? 

2. There is'a legal neceſſity that he that 
continucs in histuſts and unregeneracy muſt 
P=11ih, and that becauſe of the Will and =_ 
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of God. As God wills the Salvation of all 
that will turn to God and obey him ;-ſo he 
wills the damnation of all that will not, bur 
hokd faſt their luſts and refuſe to return. - As 
he hath made a Law that whoever will come 
to Chriſt, and take up his Toks, ſhall find ceſt 
to his Soul, and ſhall live for ever ; ſo he 
hath declared it as perempiorily , that he 
that ſlights Chriſt, and will not hearken to 
him and obey him, ſhall be utterly cut oft; 
he ſhall periſh in his enmity , it ſhall be worſe 
with him than with Sodom and Gomorrha ; he 
ſhall perifh under the foreſt of puniſhments, 
Heb. 10.29. And therefore there is as great 
a neceſlity that ſuch ſhould periſh , as there 
is that God ſhould be true to his word; for 
iT is gove out of bis mouth in righteouſacſs 
and cannot return. 
tron thing ſhall inherit the kingdom of God, why 
then the wicked muſt be ſhut our. It God 
lays, He that believes not ſhall be damned, Mar. 
16. 16, then damnation muſt be the portion 
of Unbelievers. If God fays , Chrilt ſhall 
come #n flaming fire taking vengeance on all that 
know not God , and that obey not the Goffel of 
(friſt, 2 Theſl. 1. 8. then the diſobedienc 
muſt be the objects of his eternal vengeance, 
If Chriſt ſays, He that denies me before men, 
I will deny him before my Father which is in hea- 
ven, Mat. 10. 33. then it is impoſſible that 
he who doth not obey his commands, ſhould 
have any benefit by his Interceſſion, For 
God will never repeal any of thoſe righteous 
Laws he hath made concerning goed and evil, 
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Saints and Sinners, Heaven and Hell , 9al- 
vation and Damnation, And if fo, what will 
be the end of them that obey not the Goſpel ? 
1 Pet.4. 17. What will become of thoſe 
rebels that hold a counſel togetber againſt the 
Lord and bu Chriſt , that they may break, their 
bands-aſunder , and caſt their cords from them ? 
Pal. 2. 2, 3. 

There is therefore the ſame neceſlity of 
Holineſs as there is of Salvation. Many think 
they may be ſaved without it ; live as they 
lift, and yet injoy God at laſt, But what ſays 
the Scripture? Without holineſs 10 man ſhall ever 
ſee the Lord, Heb. 32. 14, Theve is the ſame 
neceſſity of taking upon you the Yoke of 
Chriſt, as there is of injoying the preſence 
of Chriſt, Is the eternal happineſs of the 
Soul neceſſary ? then ſo mult the bearing 
Chriſts Toke be, for this is the means to the 
end ; nor pervenitur ad finem niſt per media. It 
doth not merit Heaven , but it 1s the way to 
Heaven. It is that which qualihes for glory. 
Heaven is the purchaſe of Chriſts Blood , (a 
purchaſed poſſeſſion, Eph. 1. 14.) but how can 
you hope for the benefit of his Blood, if you 
do not ſtoop to his Yoke ? He # the Author of 
eternal ſalvation to them that obey him, Heb. 5-9. 
Slight Chriſt, and you ruine your Souls. We 
will not have this man to reign over us , Luk. 19. 

14, And what is the fruit of it? Chriſt will 
take you for the enemies of his Kingdom and 
Government, and will deal with you as ſuch. 
T hoſe mine enemies which would not that I ſhould 
reign over them,bring hither, and ſlay them before 
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OSirs! do ye know what ye do when ye 
deſpiſe and reje&t the Laws and Soveraignty 
of Chriſt? You deſpiſe his Mercy ; ye date 
his Juſtice 3 you ſlight his Love; ye trample 
his Blood under foot; ye render mercy im- 
potent ; ( He could do no mighty work, Mark 
6.5.) you make the Lamb turn Lion; you 
lay your ſelves under a neceſſity of damna- 
tion, for all wilful refuſers of Chriſt muſt 
periſh. 

Thirdly, It is neceſſary to preſerve the re- 
Eitude of Nature; if a man would be under 
the government of mind and underſtanding, 
and keep reaſon in the Throne , and be able 
to ſubdue the inordinacy of appetite , he 
mult come under the Toke of Chrilt, nothing 
elſe can do it ; Philoſophy may give rules, but 
It is Ke/ig10n that gives power. How like a 
brute is man that is led by ſenſe, and go- 
verned by appetite ; the glory of his Being 
is loſt. A beaſt in the ſhape and figure of a 
reaſonable Creature ; man without, but brute 


- within. There is no middle thing ; -every 


man.is either a Saint or a Beaſt, If he don'c 
conform to Chriſt, which is the trueſt im- 
provement of mind and will, he is under the 
government of ſenſe, and ſwayed by appe- 
_ J nd what makes a man more a bealt than 
this * 

Fourthly, It is neceſſary t& prove your right 
to, and intereſt in Chriſt. The pretence and 
claim to this is very common , but right and 
intereſt is very rare; therefore it is good ta 
put things out of doubt : Lee every man fon 
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his own work, Gal. 6. 4. Know ye nat that 
Chriſt is in you, exceps ye be reprobates ? 2 Cor. 
13.5. How may this be known ? why the 
Apoſtle tells you, 1 Joh. 2. 3. Hereby we do 
know that we know him , if we keep his com- 
manaments. And 1. 5. Whoſo keepeth his word 
w: bim us the love of God perfeded;, bereby know 
we that we arein hm, Your obedience is the 
belt teſt of your intereſt; nothing proves your 
relation to his Perſon like your ſubjection to 
his Precepts, Hereby we know that we are of 
the truth, and (ball aſſure our hearts before him, 
I Fob. 3.19. Many boaſt great things about 
their intereſt in Chriſt, and have great joys 
and tranſports flowing from it; and yet all 
may be. but the birth of a dream , the fruit of 
fancy-and fond opinion , and it is no other 
where ſubjeCtion to Chriſt is left out. He 
that ſaith , I know him , and keeps not his com- 
mandment s, 15 a liar, and the truth 4s not in him, 
I Joh, 1. 4. That isa ſharprebuke of Chriſt 
to-thoſe falſe Diſciples, Luke 6. 46. Why call 
ye me Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I 
Jay ? Chriſt hates their pretences of relation 
tohim, while they ſlight his Precepts, and 
diſown his Government, 

Fijthly, It is neceſſary to ſhew our grati- 
tude ta a Redeemer, which can no way be 
expreſſed as it ought , but by a dutiful ſubje- 
6tion to bjs precepts. Let us not love in word 
and in tongue , ſays the Apoſtle , but in deed 
and in truh, 1 Joh, 3..18. We neverexpreſs 
purithankſpl ſenſe of redeeming love to the 
lifes, till we make his Laws the rule of - 
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life. And thus doth David, Pal. 116.8, 9, 
Thou haſt delivered my ſoul from death , mine 
eyes from tears, and my feet from falling. 1 
will walk, before the Lord in the land of the li- 
ving. The greateſt love that ever God ſhew- 
ed was to give Jeſus Chriſt. And the great- 
eft grace tnat ever Chriſt manifeſted was the 
grace of Redemption, when he gave himſelf 
for us, that he might redeem us from all mgquity, 
Tit. 2. 14 And the higheſt obedience the 
Creature can act, is when it ſprings from a 
grateful ſenſe of the Fathers love in giving 
Chriſt, and of Chriſts grace in giving him- 
ſelf. When we lay the foundation of our 
obedience where God hath laid it, in the 
Blood of his Son ; when we love God from a 
ſenſe of his love to us in Chriſt, 1 Foh. 4. 19. 
When mercy melts and wins us, Rem. 12. 1. 


When the grace of God appearing teacheth us Tq, ,, 1 
to deny ungodlineſs and worldiy luſts, and to lwe x12. 


ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in the world, this 
is excellent. 

The Apoltle ſays, That faith worketh by 
love , Gal. 5.6. And it doth ſo two ways ; 
by way of gratitude, and by way of in{tru- 
mentality, It firſt apprehendeth love , and 
leaves the impreſſion of it upon the Soul, and 
ſo begers ſuch a love in the Sonl to God as 
works a dutiful ſubjeCtion to all his Precepts ; 
This is the love of God, that we keep his com- 
mandments, and his commandments are not Irie- 
vow, 1 Joh, 5. 3. ; 

The end of Redemption is dnty ; Chriſt 
had no deſign to diminiſh the Soveraigaty of 
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God, or leſſen mans duty in any of his un- 
dertakings; but to make us more capable of 
ſervice, and to render duty more ealic, There 
is mercy provided for our failings, but no 
relaxation of obedience z the Goſpel requires 
as perfect holineſs as ever the Lawdid, yet 
we have a double relief provided 3 by ſince- 
rity on Qur part, and mercy on God's. Though 
there be no indulzence by Chrilt to the lea#t 
ſin, yet there is pardon provided for the great- 
eſt, Chriſt came not to be a miniſter of ſin, 
to deliver us fiom obedience; but he came 
todeliver us from the ſlavery of obedience ; 
not that. we might not ſerve God , but that 
we might ſerve him without fear , Luk. 1. 74, 
that is, with peace of Conſcience, and joy 
of heart, 

And therefore great is the gratitude we 
oweto Chriſt; and it can no way be expreſ: 
ſed , but by a voluntary reſignation to his 
will, and ſubjeCction to kis Toke. 

S:xthly, 1t is neceflary for the confirming 
our Faith4n the promiſes of God, There 1s 
an inſeparable connexion between the Pre- 
cepts and Promiſes ; the one is as eſſential a 
part of the Covenant of Grace, as the other z 
there is, you ſhall, as well as [ will, I will be 
to them aGed, and they ſhall be to me a people, 
Heb. 8.10, I will put my Spirit within you, 
and cauſe you to walk, i my ſtarntes, and ye ſhall 
heep my judgments and do them, EZEK. 36. 27. 
There is obedience injoyned , as well as mer- 
cx promiled. The Covenant is of Gods con- 
eriving, not ours; he preſcribes the condi- 
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tions, and propounds the rewards , not we. 
Our work is intire ſubmiſſion and hearty con- 
ſent, we are neither toalter nor debate. And 
in this Covenant our eternal happineſs is ſe- 
cured by an unfeigned content ot will to take 
Chriſt upon the conditions God bath pre- 
ſcribed ; and what are they ? Chrilt and his 
Toke; that is, Chriſt to rule as well as to 
ſave, for he came not only to be a Saviour, 
but a Law-giver : The Lord « onr Fudge, the 
Lord i our Law-gwer , the Lord us our King, 
be will ſave us , ai. 33. 22. AS Law-grver, 
he preſcribes the rule of obedience; as King, 
he rules by the Law he preſcribes; as Zudge, 
he will try us by the Law of his Government, 
and faye thoſe that hav2 ſaught his precepts ; Pll. 19. 
and therefore our faith in the promiſe of 94. 
eternal rewards muſt be ſupported by out, 
faithfulneſs to the commands; the greater? 
our obedience, the higher is our hope of g&; 
ceptance : 1 have fonght a good fight, I haue-, Tim, 
finiſhed my courſe , 1 have kept the faith, there n. 8 $ 
is his obedience; henceforth there is laid up © 
for me a crown of righteouſneſs , there is his 
confidence, 

Remiſneſs in obedience makes a waſte up- 
on our Faith; let duty be omitted, or luſt 
indulged, and Faith languiſhes; .and needs 
it muſt, for ſin in the converſation breeds 
doubts in the condition; and it is as natural 
to do ſo, as it is for a wound to cauſe pain. 
Could a man obey without ſwerying , he 
might belieye without doubting ; the ſtriCt- 
eſt holineſs is uſually attended with the 

ſweeteſt 
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ſweeteſt peace and the higheſt aſſurance : as. 
32. 17. The work, of righteouſneſs ſhall be peace, 
and the effeft of righteouſneſs quetneſs and aſſu- 
rance for ever. And therefore when any pre- 
tend to ſtrong hope in God, and talk of their 
comfort in the Promiſes, and great aſſurance; 
and yet are careleſs and remiſe in their walk- 
ing with God, and ſlack in their obedience ; 
thoſe pretences are much to be ſuſpeCted, and 
the ſtate of that man to be queſtioned. For 
ſin doth as naturally breed fear and diffru#F, 
as obedience doth hope and peace. How can 
a man hope in God, when he doth not ob- 
ſerve him? or expe& mercy, when he pro. | 
vokes him to wrath by negle&t of duty? 
Therefore Satan doth two works at once 
when he tempts us to the praftice of ſin; he 
fiains our Souls, and he weakens our truſt. 
He makes us fail in duty , and doubt of mer- 
cpy for fin leaves a guilt, and guilt cauſes 
X  _ » fear; and the more our fear the leſs our 
" «+ faith ; as the one ſtrengthens, the other 
weakens; they are like the two Buckets of 
a Well, as one goes up, the other goes down. 
That fin that leſſens our reſpect to the pre. 
cept, will proportionably- weaken our faith 
in the Promiſe; a man can never be much 
in dependance that is little in obedience : 
Therefore duty is neceſſary for the maintain- | 
ing our traſt in God ; the Soul never attains | 
to true reſt but by taking up Chriſts Yoke, | 

Aat. 11. 29. 
That is one branch of the reaſon why it is 
the concernment of cyery one tq take up = 
Tek 
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Yole of Chriſt in his youth, becauſe it is good. 
It isa neceſſary good , I have ſhewed you in 
ſix particulars the neceſſity of it. 

j is neceſſary by victue of the Precept. 

eceſſary as a means to the great End. 

Neceſlary to preſerve the reCtitude of Na- 
ture, 

Neceſſary toadjuſt our intereſt in Chriſt, 

Neceſſary to manifeſt our gratitude to & 
Redeemer. 

Neceſlary for the ſtabliſhing our Faith in 
the Promiſes of God. 

Now that which is a good of ſo great ne- 
ceſlity ought to be our greateſt concern- 
ment; we ſhould mind it more than what is 
not ſo; there are many things that are not 
neceſlary ;, it is not neceſſary we ſhauid be 
rich, or great in the world ; or that we 
ſhould be gay and gawdy in our drelles; or 
that we ſhould have the cap and knee of by. 
ſtanders; or that we ſhould wallow in plea- 
ſures and delights; it will not be a pin ta 
chuſe e're long what part we have acted here ; 
when the Scepter and the Spade ſhall have 
one common grave , and Royal dult ſhall be 
blended with the beggars aſhes : but it is ne- 
cellary we ſhould be born again ; it is neceſ» 
ſary we ſhould be acquainted with God, and 
make him vur portion ; it is neceſſary we 
ſhould ſubmit to the Toke of Chriſt, and owne 
his commands , and live to the Loxd ; there 
is nothing neceſſary but this. Therefore we 
ought to make it our buſineſs, to come under 
this Toke betimes. 

Second- 
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Secondly, SabjeCtion to the Toke of Chriſt 
is a profitable good, And there is no argu- 
ment of greater prevalency than that which 
is taken ab wtili, A man will do any thing 
that he is convinced is for his benefit ; there- 
fore God quickens us to a holy life by the 

i Tim.5,5, conſideration of our own benefit, Godlineſs 
is great gain, Though God, by virtue of his 
Soveraignty over us , might have impoſed 
what commands he pleaſed without the leaſt 
injuſtice ; yer ſo gracious he is, that he hath 
not acted by Soveraignty , but with a reſpect 
to our advantage. Not one command of 
God but the intereſt of the Creature is great- 
ly promoted by it. The moſt thrifty courſe 
a man can take in this world is to come under 
the Toke of Chriſt betimes : Happy ss the man 
that findeth wiſdom , and the man that getteth 
under ſtanding ;, for the merchandiſe of it is better 
than the merchandiſe of ſilver , and the gain 
thereof than fine gold ;, ſhe is more precious than 
rubies ;, and all the things thou can(# deſire are not 
to be compared to her. Length of days is in her 
right hand, and in her left hand riches and ho- 
nour, Prov. 3. 13, 14, 15, 16. 

Religion is looked on by many with an 
evil eye upon this very account , as ſtanding 
in the way of their profit; and as being an 
enemy to their particular adyanfages : What 
profit ſhall we have if we pray to the Almighty ? 

Job 21, 15. Moſt men follow Chriſt for the 

Joh. 6. 26, Loaves; no penny no Pater noſter ;, no profit | 
no prayer. Te have ſaidit is in vain to ſerve 
God, and what profit is it that we have kept his 

or a1nan- 
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ordinances ? Mal. 3. 14. They look upon the 
ſervice of Chriſt as a very poor trade , and 
thriſtlefs imployment; whereas it is a boſi- 
neſs of the greateſt benefir. Nothing tends 
ſo much to our advantage as a life of godli- 
neſs and obedience. 
As for inſtance : | 
1, Is that profitable which ſanCtifieth eve- 
ry condition to a man ? This Religion doth. 
To the pure all things are pure, Tit. 1, 15. Re- 
ligion ſanCtifies the heart and affeftions, and 
all things are ſanified to a ſanCtified heart, 
2, Is that profitable which is beneficial ta 
a man in all his circumſtances ? So is Reli- , 
ion. 
, If a man abound with the good things of 
the preſent life , Religion is of admirable ad- 
vantage to direCt the uſes and injoyment, to 
guard the heart from its ſnares by keeping 
the mind humble under it, and ſetting the 
affeftions above it. It teaches how to be Phil.4. 12. 
fyll and abound, how to do good, how to 
make friends of Mammon. It makes outward 
proſperity to forward and promote our eter- 
nal intereſt by applying it to ſerve the honour 
of God, and others neceſlities as well as our 
own. 
If a man be poor ; Religion is no leſs uſe- 
ful to befriend a man in this caſe, by teaching 
contentment with a little; by working the pyjy, 4, rx. 
heart to a full reſignedneſs to the will of 
God; by teaching how to want and ſuffer py, ,, 12; 
need; by ſetting the heart upon things of a 
nobler nature , and more neceſſary concern 
mcnr, 
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ment, upon God and heavenly things z by 
fixing the Souls dependance upon thoſe pro- 
miſes made to godlineſs which do as ſurely 
intitle a man to preſent ſufficiencies, as to 
eternal rewards, So that when the needy 
ſinner carks and cares, murmurs and repines, 
robs and deceives for a fupply of his wants, 
the good man having a fare intereſt in God, 
reſts confidently upon ci never failing fup- 
plies of an ingaged Providence. 

3. ls that profitable which brings its own 
reward with it ? This Religion doth. 
keeping thy commandments there is great reward, 
Pſal. 19.1t. The Prophet ſeems here not 
to intend the future recompence of reward 
which the obedient ſhall receive at laſt in 
Heaven; for that is a reward for keeping his 
commandments, (though it is a reward not 
of merit but af grace) but this is a reward 
in keeping his commandments. The full har- 
veſt will be hereafter , but yet the Chriſtian 
hath a preſent rcaping time z; for God meers 
them that rejoyce and work, righteouſneſs , that 
remember him in bis WAYS , Hai. 64. 5- Our 
Lord Chriſt tells Peter (Mark 10. 30, 31.) 
That whoever hath left houſe , or relations, or 
tends for his ſake and the Goſpe!"s , ſhall receive 
an hundred fold now in this kfe. So that there 
is a reward zx obedience as well as for it. As 
beaten Spices recompenſe the pains by their 
grateful ſmell, ſo the praCtice of Religion 


cauſes a ſweet refle&ion upon the Soul, and 


is thereby its own recompence.. Therefore 
D z1i4 elſewhere ſpeaks of what he had, as a 
reward 
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reward of obedience., as well. as what he bo- 
ped for. Pſal. 119. 56. Thisd had, becauſe 1 
kept thy precepts. This 1 had, but hedoth not 
tell you what ; but that may eaſily be gueſſed 
at by the dealings of God with him : He had 
peace of Conſcience ; he had the quicknings 
of God ; he had increaſe of grace z he had 
frequent communion with God ; he bad joy 
inthe Holy Ghoſt ; he had many EXPE- 
riences, many deliverances and falvations; 
and all this was the fruit of his obedience. 
This Thad becanſe I kept ———_—_— to be ſure 
it was ſome great Bbon, uſe:he mentions 
it gratefully as a reward of mercy for his 
cloſe walking with God. So that the obe- 
dient Chriſtian hath not all in hope, there is 
much in hand ; he poſſeſſes much, though 
he &s more. For godlizeſs bath both the 
promiſe of this life, and of that whichis:10 come. 
4. ts that profitable which .fills the Soul 
with ſuch joy as nothing ele can? This Re- 
ligien doth. It reconciles the Sou] to God, 
ſtamps it with his image, lays it in with Di- 
vine principles, whereby he is inabled to 
take the teſtimonies of God jor bis heritage for 
ever , which become the rejoycing of his heart, 
Pſal. 119. 111, The Promiles believed do 
not cnly create a joy in the Sonl ;, filled wth 
peace and joy in believing, Rom. 15. 13. but 
the Precepts obeyed minifter joy alſo: The 
Statutes of the Lord are right, rejoyoing the heart, 
Pſal. 19.8. Sothat the good mans joy ariſes 
from a double ſpring; Faith ſecures his in- 
tereſt in-fthe prcmile, ard ſo he rejoyces lin 
hope 
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hope of the glory of God, Rom. 5. 2. Holineſs 
ſubjefts him to the precept, and fo he re- 
joyces in his conformity to the will of God. 
I rejoyced in the way of thy teſtimonies more than 
5n all riches, Pal. 119.14, This is a joy ap- 
propriated to the Children of God ; none 
partake of this oy! of gladneſs , but they who 
have the oyl of grace in their veſſels. Diſo- 
bedient ſigners are ſtrangers to this joy, Prov. 
14. 10.. | Theirs is a joy ariſing either out of 
periſhing comforts, the joy of. corn and wine 
and oyl, P(al. 4.7. or which is worſe, out of 
ſinkal acts and objects : Who rejoyce to. do evil, 
Prov, 2, 14. Now this'is a poor, weak,. un- 
ſruicful joy ; it wets the mouth, but cannot 
warm the heart : In the mud#t of laughter the 
heart is ſorrowful , Prov. 14. 13. It1s rather 
revelling than rejoycing, and therefore the 
Wiſe-man calls it mad mirth : / bave ſaid of 
laughter it i: mad, and of mirth what doth: it ? 
Eccleſ. 2. 2. What ſatisfaction doth it af- 
ford ? what profit doth it bring with it ? 
Will it caſe the ſmart of affliction? will it 
remove the fears and doubts of Conſcience ? 
will it bear us up againſt reproaches ? will it 
help us againſt the fear of death and judg- 
ment? If not, then what deth it ? it emaſcu- 
lates the ſpirits, diſcompoſes the judgment, 
diſplaces reaſon, feeds the ſenſes, and ſtarves 
the Soul : and the end of that mirth is heavineſs, 
Prov, 14. 13. 

So that carnal joy is but a cold aſe, as 
one ſaith of a bad wife *. Like Adonijah's 
tealt ( 1 Kings 1. 9, 49.) that beganin _— 
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but ended in fear ; or like Amnor's entertain. 2 Sam. 14; 
ment at Abjolom's ſheep-ſhearing, who met 26, 22. 


with death at the banquet. So/omon CO npares 
it to the cracklins of thorns under a pot, Ecclel, 
7. 6. where there is much noiſe, but Netle 
fire; much light, but little heat, and ſoon 
extinct. As Comets make a great blaze, bur 
when their exhaled matter is ſpent, they end 
in a peſtilent vapor. Such is the ſinners joy, 
ſoon lighted and ſoon waſted ; when his can- 
dle is put out (as it quickly will be) it leaves 
a ſtink behind. Wo to you that laugh now, 
for ye ſhall mourn, Luke 6. 25. The ſinner 
purchaſes his joy with guilt and ſhame, pof- 
leſſes it with an accuſing vexing Conſcience, 
and at laſt it is extinguiſhed, if not in pre- 
ſent terrors, yct to be ſure in cternal tor- 
ments, 

But the joy of obedience and holy walking 
is another thing ; it is a ſpiritual and heaven- 
ly joy, wrought by a ſpirtual power, drawn 
out by ſpiritual arguments, fixed upon a ſpi- 
ritual object, and ſerves to ſpiritual en 1s and 
ules, to give check to worldly luſts, to ex- 
tinguiſh ſenſual appetirc, anl abate the reliſh 
of carnal pleaſures, to ſupport under loſſ>s, 
wants, reproaches; to fence againlt the quar- 
rels of Conſcience, to arm us againſt the fear 
of death and damnation. Inall theſe rhings 
the joy of the Lord is the good mans ſtrength, 
Nehem. 8. 10. and therefore it is called ſtron7 
conſolation, Heb. 6. 18. Loves? Apr, PIC- 
vailing conſolation. It is prevalent againſt 
all oppoſition, both from corruption _ 
M Qnc 
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and temptation without, It gives relief a- 
gainſt all fears, doubts, and troubles ; cither 
it prevents them, or prevents the miſchief 
of them, by ſupporting the Soul under them. 
This is ſuch a good, that as no good can match 
it, ſo no evil can over-match it. A heart full 
of grace, and a conſcience full of comfort, 
makes a man ſit either for doing or ſuffering 3 
it makes him inſuperable under durances, and 
unſatishable in duties; for that hereby every 
croſs becomes tolerable and light, and every 
command delectable and {weet. 

5- Is that profitable that at once ferves our 
temporal, our ſpiral, and our eternal intereſt 
and advantage ? This Religion doth. 

Firſt, It ſerves our temporal intereſt. Seek, 
ye firſt the kinzdom of God and his righteouſneſs, 
and all theſe things ſhall be added to you! , Mat. 
6.33. In the Chriſtians Charter the World 
Is put inas well as Heaven, and things preſent, 
as well as things to come, 1 Cor. 3.21, 22, It 
is ſaid of Wiſdom (that is Chriſt) Length of 
days 15 in her right hand, and in her left hand 
riches and honoxr , Prov. 3. 16, And what 
doth Chriſt do with theſe bleſſings in his 
haud , but beſtow them upon thoſe that keep 
his precepts with their whole heart? And 
therefore the ſame thing is ſaid of obedience, 
v. 1, 2, Let thine heart keep my commandments, 
for length of days, and long life, and peace 
(which comprehends all the reſt ) ſhall they 
add unto thee, Pray mind, they are in the 
hand of Chriſt, (for the Father hath pat all 


things mito his hand) and yet they are handed . 
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ont by the Commandments. How is that ? 
why thus : Obedience to the commands qua- 
lifies us to receive the bleſſings of the Pro. 
miſe, and then Chriſt hands out to us the pro- 
miſed bleſſings. Unleſs theſe things were in 
the hand of Chriſt, obedience would never 
add them tous; and unleſs we are found in 
the way of obedicnce, Chriſt will never be- 
ſtow them upon us; for we have no claim. 
It is Godlineſs that hath the promiſe of this life , 
and ſo it ſerves our temporal intereſt. Thongh 
the temporal rewards of godlinels muſt be 
expected with much ſubmitlſion ; yet, fo fac 
as they are good for us, they are as much ſe- 
cured to us as Heaven and Glory. He wil! 
give grace and plory, and no good thing will he 
C_ from them that walk, xprightly, Pſal. 
4.17. 

Secondly, Godlineſs ſerves our ftiritual 1n- 
tereſt, and that is the thing we are chiefly to 
mind; the Soffl is far more than the body, 
and therefore a /iritual good is to be prefer- 
red before a corporal. Religion ſerves our 
ſpiritnal intereſt rwo ways. 

Firſt, It ſecures to us the chief good ; that 
good that is comprehenſively all good, and 
without which nothing can be good , and 
that is God. God with all his Attributes, 
God with all his Treaſures, God with all his 
Promiſes; it we perform our part of the Co- 
venant, God will not fail of his part : Te 
ſhall keep my judrments and do them. Ant what 
then ? ye ſhall -be my people , and I will be your 
GodxEzek, 36. 27, 28. 

M 2 Second- 
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Second!y , It ſecures the life of the Soul, 
And that is more worth than all the world. 
This Chriſt intimates in that queſtion, Afar. 
16. 26, What is a man profited, if he ſhall gain 
the whole world, and loſe hu own ſoul ? Or what 
ſhall a man give in exchange for bi foul? Two 
things are here intimated. 

1, If a man ſhould gain the whole world 
with the loſs of his Soul, it would be but a 
loſing bargain, 

2. When the Soul is once loſt, nothing in 
the world can regain or redeem it. And 
therefore what ſo profitable as Religion, that 
ſecures the life of the Soul? All the gold in 
the world can't ſecuie the Soul, but grace 
can. Riches pr ofit not in the Gay of wrath , but 
righteouſneſs delrvers from death , Prov. 11. 4. 
In the way of 1i:hteor;j..:{ 15 life, and in the path- 
way thereof there 15 10 & eath, Prov, 12. 28, 

Thirdly , Godlineſs ſerves our etcynal 1n- 
tcreſt. lr tends to an everlaſting bleſſedneſs, 
And herein the greatcſt gain of godlineſs con- 
ſiſls, in that it hath the promiſe of the hife that 
z5 to come, 1 Tim. 4. 8 The Soul is immor- 
tal, and therefore cannot be ſatished with 
any periſning good ; man that lives for cver 
muſt have a happineſs that will endure for 
vcr; and there 1s but one way to ſecure it, 
and that is by an obedient ſubjeCtion to the 
Yoke of Chriſt. This is the appointed means 
to that bleſſed end, Being made free from ſin, 
and become ſervants to God , ye have your fruit 
wito hulineſs, and the end everlaſting life, Rom. 
6, 22, God hath not abſolutely promiſed 
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Salvation and eternal life to any ; but he 
bath annexed it to certain diſpolitions and 
qualifications, without which we ſhall never 
ſhare in the bleſſing promiled : Bleſſed are the 
widefiled in the way, who walk_mm the Law of the 
Lord, Plal.119.1. Bleſſed are the pure m baart, 
for they ſhall ſee God, Mat. 5. 8. So that holi- 
neſs and obedience is a necellary diſpolition 
for eternal bleſſedneſs. For God will renter 
to every man according to his works : To them 
who by patient continuaxce in well doing, ſeeh_f.r 
glory, and honour, and immortality, eternal life, 
Rom. 2. 6, 7. 

And therefore it plainly appears how pro- 
fitable a life of godlineſs is, in that it hath ſo 
direCt a tendency to our temporal, to our {F;- 
ritual, and to our eternal benehr., \Vhy rien 
ſhould any one refuſe to take up the Toke of 
Chriſt in his youth ? 

£xthly, Is that profitable which will abide 
by us for ever ? which is a durable good ? 
Such grace and holineſs is. As of evils they 
are the moſt detrimental that are moſt qu- 
rable,and therefore fin is the worlt of all evils, 
becauſe it is durable ; though the aft of fin 
ceaſes, yet it binds an eternal guilt upon the 
Sonl of the wicked , wiici ſha!l never wear 
off. And beſides , his corrupt nature and 
vicious diſpoſition, his hatred and enmity to 
God remain in him for cver. And ther-<fore 
of ail cvils ſin is the molt det: imeuntal. 


$0 zn genere boni, that is the molt ben. {<4 
good that will abive by us for ever , and uct 
Is grac2 and holin:fs. It %al abiie in £2 
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Soul for ever ; and hence it is called the true 
riches, Luke 16. 11. and dwrable riches, Prov. 
8. 18. It may be thy riches lie in houles, 
lands, money, ſhips, or the like. Alas theſe 
are not durable; yet a little while and thy 
title to all theſe things will be extinguiſhed ; 
but thy grace, thy love to God, thy holineſs, 
thy contormity to his will, thy obedience, 
ſhall never be extinguiſhed, 
From all that bath been ſaid, the benefit 
of Religion plainly appears ; and that con- 


t Tim.4.4 Cluſion of the Apoſtle itands firm, Godlinef 1s 


Heb. II.f, 


projitable to all things. And this is a ſecond 
branch of the realon why every one ſhould 
take up the Toke of Chriſt betimes , becauſe 
- is a good ſo much conducing to our þbene- 
If, 

As it ſanCtifies every condition, 

As it is advantageous to a man in all his 
circumſtances. 

As it brings its own reward with it. 

As it fills the Soul with ſuch a joy as no- 
thing elſe can. 

As it ſerves our temporal, ſpiriteal , and 
eternal intereſt, 

As it abides by us for ever. Therefore it 
is not in vain 10 ſerve God ;, it is every way for 
vour benefit to be carly Converts; and if ſo, 
who would not be religious betimes , and 
take up the Toe of Chriſt in his youth , ſee- 
ing God is ſach & rewarder of them that dili- 
gently ſee bim ? 

Thirdly, SubjeCtion to the Yoke of Chriſt is 
an honourab'e ood, Tie cathcns made Ro- 
nur 


nd at ales £5... ied 


— bs 3 


” Sons 7 0. 


Pn OO EEE 


_——_ 


hs 8. 


—— - 


The Good of Early Obedience. 


nour the effect of goodneſs, and the Egyptian 
Hicroglyphick, painted it between humility and 
labour ; and the Romans {o placed their Tem- 
ples, that he that would go to the Temple of 
Heononr muſt paſs through the Temple of Virt te, 
Nothing is truly honour to a man but Religion 
and Vertue. Prov. 22.4. By humility and the 
fear of the Lord (and that takes in the whole 
of Religion anq4 obedience) are riches , aud 
bonour, and life. And therefore in Scripture 
good men are called Yeſſels of honour, 2 Tim. 
2. 21. And ſantification and honour are 
put together., 1 Theſſ. 4. 4. That you ſhould 
know how to poſſeſs your veſſel in ſanitification 
an4 honour. Nothing can be ſo great an ho- 
nour toa man as Religion and Godlinels. 

1, This makes a man like God. The trueſt 
reſemblance that man can carry to his Maker 
is in Holineſs; therefore one lays Godlinefs is 
God-lthenef , it is the image of God in man. 
Eph. 4. 24. That ye put on the new man whici 
after God is created in righteouſneſs and true ha- 
lineſs. And what greater honour than to re- 
ſemble God , eſpecially in that which is the 
glory of all his perfeCtions , and that is holi- 
neſs ? His holineſs is his greateſt honour 


and glory. Who 1: 1% thee . Lord, amonsg Exod, IS. 
the Gods ? who 15 like thee ? plorious in holinels. 11; 


For this reaſon lin is the ba{elt and moſt dif. 
honourable thing in the world; it blots cut 
the image of Cod in man, Ir robs hin; of 
his Holineſs, and what is a man without ig 
lineſs? Take holineſs from an Angel, and hg 
becomes a [2:vil : and man witicut koline(; 
Is like hia, 1 4 2, Tho 
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2. The Wcrd every wiere puts ſuch a dit- 
ference and diſt:nftion between the godly and 
yngodly as ſpeaks Religion to be very honou- 
rable, Good men ate called the precious, The 
precious ſons of Sion, Lam. 4. 2. Since thou 
waſt precious un my ſight theu haſt been honoura- 
ble, \ſai.43.4. Andevil men are called the 
vile, Plal, 15. 4. In whoſe eyes a vile perſon 15 
contemned, Dan. 11. 21, In his eſtate ſhall 
ſtand up a wile perſen, i.e. Antiochu, And 
Jer. 15. 19. If thoutake forth the precious from 
the vile, The righteous are called Wheat, and 
the wicked Chaff, Mat. 3. 12. ' Others, re- 
probate ſilver ;, theſe, fine gold ;, oth ers, drofs ; 
theſe, Jewels, Mal. 3. 17. they bryars and 
thorns, theſe a noble Vine. Nay good men 
are Called the excellent of the earth, Plal. 16.3, 
Zutward ornaments, or Titles of earthly 
Honour , (which ſet one abcve another in 
this world) without thc inward ornaments 
of Grace and Holineſs, are but like the Trap- 
pings of a Horſe, or the Chains of Gold 
about the necks of the Afrdtamtes Camels, 
they advance not a man one ſtep above the 
beaſts that purilh. 

3. God himſelf honours ſuch ; and he is 
the fountain of honour : he whom God ho- 
n.0u1sS fhall be honoured indeed. 1 Sam. 2, 
20. Them that bonour me wil! I honour , Plal. 
91. 14, 15. 1 will ſet him on hich, becauſe be 
bath &:own ny Name I will be with bun in 
trouble, I will de'iver him and honour him, 

4. True honour begins in Religion and 
ends there, Vita a mean begins to owne 


and 


">. 
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and ſerve God, there his honour begins. And 
when a man calts oft Religion , his honour is 
loſt. He that deſpiſes me ſhall be lightly eſteers- 
ed, 1 Sam. 2. 30. Hold that {af which thou 
haſt, that no man take thy crown, Rev. 3. 11. 
A Crown is a token of the higheſt honour ; 
and what is the Chriſtians Crown ? He hath 
two Crowns, one piclent, one future ; his 
furure Crown is Glory, His preſent Crown 1 Pet.g;$ 
is godlineſs and fincerity in Religion ; if he 
falls from Religion, his Crowa falls, 

5. In that it is pretended to for by-ends, 
where nothing of the truth and power of it is. 
Having a form of godlineſs, but denying the pow- 
er, What makes men hypocrites but becauſe 
they would have the honour of Religion, 
though they have nothing of the troth of ir. 
If a man would increaſe his trade, and draw 
cuſtom , he pretends Religion, If a man 
would draw Diſciples after him in broaching 
any new Opinion, ke muſt be very ſtrict, and 
ſecm very religious z for this gives a reguta- 
tion to a perſon among the vulgar, that judge 
by appearances , and fo promotes the Do- 
(trine. Now if Religion were not a thing 
of great honour and reputation , men would 
never pretend to it, that are enemies to the 
life and virtue of it. 

6. It is praiſed by them that love it not. 
He that fondly hugs vice , will yet commend 
vertue. The Drynkard will commend ſobrie- 
ty, he would not have bis child or ſervant a 
drunkard, The Decciver commends Juſtice ; 
and though he practiſes deceit upon others, 
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he himfelf would not be ſerved ſo. He loves 
to buy by juſt weights and meaſures, though 
he ſells by falſe ones. The Adulterer loves 
a chaſt wife, and the filthy Strumpet would 
have her husband true to her bed , though 
ſhe be falſe to his. 

7. It puts honour upon a man in death. 
The righteous ſhall be bad in everlaſting remem- 
brance, Pal. 112, 6. The memory of the juſt 
6s bleſſed, but the name of the wicked ſhall ror, 
Prov. 10, 7, No man dyes in the bed of ho- 
nour but he that perſeveres in the ways of 
God whiles he lives, and dyes to the Lord 
when he dycs. 

8. Chriſt will put honour upon him at laſt. 
When the wicked ſhall be caſt out with ſhame 
and everlaſting contempt from the glorious 
preſence of God with a go ye curſed, then ſha!l 
the righteous be hacand with a come ye bleſ- 
ſed of my Father, &c. And ſhall ſhine body 
and ſoul with the glory of Chriſt for ever, 

O what an honour is it to be godly. Let 
no man be aſhamed of Chriſt and his Tobe, 
What though Religion is ſcoffed at in tie 
world, it is only by them that know nothing 
of it, and ſo are not fit to judge. The Moon is 
never the leſs bright becauſe the dogs bark 
at it. It is fin that is the reproachful thing, 
Prov. 14. 34. Sin is a reproach to any people. 
It is a diſhonour, Prov.6, 33- It is a ſhame, 
Leſt be walked naked, and they ſee his ſhame, 
Rev. 16. 15, Sins not athing of good re- 
port ; is it any reputation to a man to be a 
crunkard ? unclean ? proud ? coyetous ? pro- 
| fage ? 
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fane? Oh no. Sia hath an ill name in the 
world, among all, even ſigners themſelves, 
unleſs it be among the vilelt Torys and De- 
bauchees 7, and it becomes the more odiaus by 
their eſteem and charatter. If there be any 
honour in fig, why do men hide it } Why 
doth it ſeek corners and the covers of dark- 
neſs ? They that are drunk, are drink, in the 
might, 1 Theſl. 5.7. The eye of the adulterer 
waits for the twilight, ſaying, No eye ſhall fee 
me, and diſguſes his face——— The moraing «6 
ro them «5 the ſhadow of death, «f one know ther 
they are in the terrors of the ſhadow of death, 
Job 24. 15,17. And Solomon ſays of the young 
man void of underſtanding, that he goes to 
the hatlots houſe, In the rwilight,, 5s the eve- 
ning , #n the black and aark, mght, Prov. 7. 7, 
8, 9. And why is not fin owned by its own 
name among, its ſervants and abetters? But 
it muſt be painted with vertues colours, to 
render it taking, This ſpeaks it deformed 
and ugly in it ſelf. 

Covetouſneſs is condemaed of all, 1 but 
frugality is a lovely thing : and therefore gri- 
ping,and carking, and caring,and pinching, is 
not covetouſneſs, but frugality. A proud per- 
ſon is contemned of all. I but neataefs and 
decency is lovely, therefore ſhe is not proud, 
but only loves to be neat and gent. To be a 
drunkacd is a beaſtly thing, therefore it mult 
not be looked on as drunkenneſs, but good 
fellowſhip, and a free uſe of the creature. 
Sin dares not be known by irs own name, nor 
appear in its own complexion ; this argues 

Aras it 
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it to be a baſe and diſhonourable thing, And 
needs it muſt, for what honour can there be 
in ſin that diſhonours God ? Can that bring 
honour to a creature that brings the greatelt 
diſhonour to his Maker ? He that expects ho- 
nour from ſin may as well expe&t to make 
himſelf ſweet by lying ina Jakes, Can that 
bring honour to a man that blinds his mind 
beſots his reaſon,degrades him below himſelf, 
and renders him a bealt ? Eccleſ. 3. 18. That 
they might ſee that they themſelves are beaſts.Can 
that be honour toa man that defiles his Con- 
ſcience, ſeparates him.from God, and at laſt 
damns his Soul? Ah what a baſe, ſhameful, 
diſhonourable thing is ſin ! 

Now all thisTets off the honour of Religi- 
on, for that is contrary to ſin, Young men ! 
would you get a good name in the world at 
your firlt ſetting out ? Would you have cre- 
dit and repute abroad? Would you be ho- 
noured of men, of good men , nay of God 
himſelf? Why the only way is to be 1ober, 
temperate to your ſelves, juſt, rightoous, 
merciful, good among men, devout, hunvle, 
holy and ohedient to Gol. There needs ag 
other excellency in the world to give honouc 
and reputation to a man, than Religion in 
the power and practice of it, What D:ogenes 
ſaid of Vertue is moſt true of Religion , it 
makes poor men wealthy, old men happy, and 
young men honourable. 

' And this is a thir4 branch of the reaſon 
why every man ſhould take up the Toke of 
Chriſtia his youtn, it is good , as being ho- 
nou: adle. 
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nourable. Jr ſhall bring thee to konour when 
thou doit enbr ace it, Prov, 4. 8. 

Fourthly, SubjeCtion to the Yoke of Chriſt 
is a pleaſant good, Every man is drawn by 
pleaſure and delight , eſpecially young ones, 
And therefore as Satan makes pleaſure the 
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bait of ſin, ſo the Holy Ghoſt makes it the 54v3 & 
motive to godlineſs. Her ways are ways of Ady xe- 
pleaſantneſ, Prov. 3. 17, The great objeCcti- #97 


on againſt Religion is, the ſeverity of its 
precepts, and thereby the unpleaſantneſs of 
its paths ; the life of Chriſtianity is looked 
on as a ſour and uncomfortable life; whereas 
there is nothing in it but what is pleaſant and 
ſweet, calie and light. And under theſe pro- 
perties Chriſt commends it to us, Mat. 11, 
29. Take my yoke pon you, | but it is a heavy 
Yoke, and his Commands an intolerable bur- 
den. Now Chriſt ſeems to obviate ſuch an 
objection as this in the next verſe, for my 
yoke #4 eaſie, and my burden u light, v. 30. And 
the Apoltle tells us, His commandments are 
not grievows , 1 Johns. 3. Not grievous in 
themſelves, nor grievous to them that love 
him; if they are grievous to any, it is to 
them to whom ſin was never grievous, whoſe 
hearts are ſo poſſeſſed by luſt, that the Pre- 
cept hath no place; it is a hatd heart that 
makes duty hard, and the love of ſin that 
makes obedience a burden. That | may make 
this a forcible Argument to draw young ones 
to take up Chriſts Toke, I ſhall make this out, 
That ſubjetion to God is matter of pleaſurc, 
The whole of that task and duty which the 
\ Goſpel 
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Goſpel requires of us is eafie and delightful” 
This I ſhall endeavonr to make out three 
ways. 
1. Poſitively. 
2. Comparatively. 
3. Bya Coltation of Inſtances. 
z. Poltively, And there are three things 
to be confidered , which will make out the 
Yoke of Chriſt to be truly pleaſant and de» 
hghtfal. 
Firf#, The matter of his ſervice. What 
doth the Lord require of us, but to fear the 
Loyd, and triſt in him, as David ſums it up, 
Pſal. 115. 11. In Solomons phraſe it is, Fear 
the Lord, and depart from evil , Prov. 3. 7. 
Our Lord Chrift fums up all in one word, 
Matt. 22. Love, Love to God and Our Neighboxr ; this 
36, 3736» is che fulfilling of the whole Law. Zachary 
| 1.75. compriſes all tz two heads; Holweſ and Righ- 
teonſneſs. Micah ranks all under three heads ; 
Mic. 6. 8.' T 9 do juſtly, to love mercy, to walk bumbly with 
God. The Apoftles three Adverbs ftate the 
matter more diſtin{tly ; living ſoberly, righte- 
Tix. 2. 11, 9fly and godly. The grace of God ( viz. the Go- 
x22 *' [pel) that brings ſalvation hath appeared to all 
men, teaching us, that denying ungodlineſs and 
worldly luſts , we ſhould true ſoberly, righteoufly, 
and godly in this preſent world. Sobriety doth 
right toa mans ſelf, Righteonſneſs doth right 
to his Neighbour , Godfoneſs doth right to his 
Maker, So that theſe three make up Chrilſts 
Yoke. They compriſe the whole of a Chri- 
ſtians duty, and what unpleaſantneſy is there 
in any of theſe duties ? Conſider them di- 
ſtactly, What 
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What truer pleaſure than in Sobriety,which 
way loever it acts ? 

If it acts to moderate the judgment 2 Ops- 
ions Concerning Religion ; to keep it fram 
being carried away with abounding and pre- 
vailing Errors z; this muſt needs be ſweet and 
pleaſant, if the miſchievous nature and con- 
ſequences of Error be but a little conſidered. 
As it defiles the Judgment ; obſtructs Com- 
munion with God ; gratifies Satan ; fills with 
pride, felf-conceit, contempt of others, ſtrife 
and variance; racks and tortures the Brain 
to maintain and defend ut. For if one Er- 
rour be eſpouſed many will follow z and he 
that maintains one, is bound to maintain all 
that depegd upon it. 

, If it afts to bound the appetite in meats and 

drinks ;, it affords a great pleaſure therein. 
For no man ipjoys the creatare with that de- 
light and ſweetneſs as he that injoys it with- 
out exceſs, But who can expreſs the miſ- 
| chiefs and maladies of gluttony 20d drun- 
keaneſs, the pains and diſeaſes they breed in 

the body, and the pangs and wounds they 
cauſe in the Soul] ? 

If it afts to moderate the affcftions in the 
Jeeking and injoying the things of this life}, this 
muſt needs be a great plcalure and caſe; as it 
frees the Soul from many anxious thoughts ; 
many vexing Cares ; many ſnares and tem- 
ptations ; mary Fooliſh md burtſml lyfts which 1 Tims 6. 
drown men in deſlyuttion and perditzon ; and 9» 10 
prerce them 1h ough with many ſorrows, So that 
ſobriety is a great pleaſme as it is the cure 
of 
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of ſpiritual giddineſs, the bar of intempe- 
rance , the bridle of appetite, the check of 
inordinate affections, and the fence and guard 
of wiſdom *. 

Next conſider the duty of Righteouſneſs, as 
it reſpeCts our Neighbour ; and how pleaſant 
and delighttul is the practice of it ! to be 
juſt in our dealings, faichful in our truſt, mer- 
Citul to the poor, true in our teſtimony , 1o- 
ving to all, always exemplifying in our pra- 
(tice that golden Rule of Chriſt, Doing ro 
others as we would that they ſhou'd do tows, Oh 
how ſweet and pleaſant mult this be. 

But is there that pleaſure in Unrighteonſ- 
neſs ? no, but the contrary, Who can rec- 
kon up the clamours it cauſes without and 
within? Who can number the troubles of 


{trife and variance ? How great is the pain of 


malice and envy ! What torments and hor- 
Tours do blood and murder fill the Soul with ! 
Add to this, that while unrighteouſneſs is 
the bane of converſation, which turns the 
world into a den of ſavage beaſts, where one 
devours another ; righteouſneſs is the bond 
of humane Society, which conſults glory to 
God , honour to Religion, quietneſs to Con- 
ſcience, and happineſs to Mankind. 

And the ſame may be ſaid of Godlineſs ; 
there can be nothing ſo truly pleaſant and 
ſwcet. Look upon the knowledge of God 
in Chriſt, and how pleaſant is chat! The 
Scripture calls it bfe eternal. One part of the 
pleaſure of Heaven conſiſts in knowing God, 
and therefore this light mult needs be _ 
ere, 
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here. And if it be ſweet to know him ; how 
ſweet is it to bc united to him? And that 
whether ye conſider the miſery of a ſtate of 


diſtance and enmity , in which God is 4 conſu Heb. 12. 
ming fire, and we as briars and thorns : and 29+ 
this is the ſtate of every man by nature, with- gph.2, 12 


out God in the world. 

Or whether you conſider the objects to 
which all are united that are not in union to 
God. Their union is with their corrupti- 
ons; they are in Covenant with fin; their 
Souls are glewed to their luſts ; ſome to 
pride, ſome to coveteuſneſs, ſome to un- 
cleanneſs; and how tranſcendently ſweeter 
_ the pleaſure of union to God be than 
this ! 

Or whether ye conſider the nature of this 
union, as it is ſpiritual and indiſſoluble. Ir is 
a ons union; And therefore the pleaſure 
of it is ſpiritual ; it is not to be ſeen, nor felt, 
nor taſted by common ſenſes, and therefore 


the natucal man is ſo far from receiving it, ? 
that he ſcoffs at, and derides it. Such wiſ- pry, 2 ts 


dom is too bigh for a fool, and therefore it is 9, 


to him fooliſhneſs ; but the more ſpiritual and 1 Cor. 1- 
ſublime , the greater mult the pleaſure of it 5 


; be tothe Heaven-born Soul. It is ant i»ſepa- 
rable union , which can never be diſſolved ; 
nothing can break it. Death it ſelf, which 
can uatye all other unions, that of friend and 
friend that of man and wife z that ot body and 
ſoul, which of all is the neareſt ; yet it can- 
not r@ch to diſſolve thisz though the Soul 
and the bodv part, yet God and the Believer 
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part not , neither as to body nor Soul; for 
while the Soul is hereby taken up into a full 
communion, the body is not left alone in the 
grave: Death cannot ſeparate from the love of 
God in Chrift, Therefore ye read of the dead 
1m Criſt, 1Theſſ. 4.16. Mark it, dead; and 
yet 2 Chriſt, though Dead. This is meant of 
the body , for the ſpirit dies not. ' The body 
Is 1n union to God when rotting in the dull : 
therefore it is ſaid to ſleep 52 Feſus. O how 
{weet muſt union to God be upon this ac- 
count, that it is «:d5ſſoluble;, though it had a 
beginning, it ſhall never have an end. 

Or whether yelook to the many and great 
bleſſings which flow from this union to God. 
Such as pardon of ſin, the grace of Adopti- 
on; the indwelling of the Spirit ; a partici- 
pation of all Grace; a title to all'the Promi- 
ies and dleſlings* of the Goſpel: Oh how 
pleaſant and ſweet' muſt theſe things needs 
make out-union to God to be. 1 

And where there is this union to God, how 
delightful and ſweet muſt all worſhip and 


. ſervice, and all obedience to his commands 


be: --For by virtue of this union to God the 


. | Believer derives-: fuch power. and ſtrength | 


trom-bim, 'as makes every duty not only poſ- 
{ible, but pleaſant. by NT 
And'where a man is-much in obedience he 
is much-in communion 3 and mnch commu- 
nion-with God brings in much comfort; and 
much comfort makes the life ſweet and plea- 
ſant. - Therefore no life to the life of godli- 
neſs. Is there pleaſure in living in FRaven ? 
Why 


ke. Bo hen. Mt doo 
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Why a life of godlineſs is a converſation in 
Heaven, our converſation is in heaven, Phil. 3, 
20. Hath God pleaſure in his own life ? 


why godlineſs is the life of God. As Holineſs Eph.4 18. 
is the Divine nature ; {o the ating of Holineſs 2 Per.1, 4+ 


is the Divine life : Now as the life of God, 
being the bighelt life , muſt neceſſarily be 
filled up with the higheſt pleaſures and de- 
lights ; ſo a Believer partaking of the life of 
God , which is of all the higheſt , . muſt pro- 
portionably partake of the pleaſures of God, 
which are of all the greateſt. And thus you 
have the firſt conſideration which makes the 
Yoke of Chriſt pleaſant ; and that is , the 
matter of his ſervice. 

Secondly, Conſider the ſtate in which this 
ſervice is commanded, and this Toke injoyned 


.to be put on; and that is a ſtate of regeners- 


cy and renovation. Without this , obedi- 
ence is not only gitkgalt, but impoſſible. The 
proud neck of nature cannot bow to the Toke 


of Chriſt. -We will not that this man ride over Luke 19, 


#;. - The..zree, muſt be goad- before the fruit 
Can be good.,  Gaod works don't make a man 
good ; they prove his ſtare to be good , bs 
they do nat make it good. ;, that is God's 
work, Hencs that in Ezzk, 36. 26,29. «A 
new heart will I give you, and 4 rrew ppirit will 
T put within you ,, and I will take away,the ſtony 
heart -oxt of your fleſh, and 1 will gove you. a't 
beart of fl:[b , £nd [ will put. my Spirit within 
you , and cauſe you to walk, in my ffatutes, and 
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ye (hall keep my judoments and do them. So that 


It is ficlt 4 new heart and 4 new '{Þi7.15, and then 
oe N 4 - 
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a new life : firſt a good tree, and then good 
fruit : firſt ſpivitual habits, and then Firitual 
afts, In Creatien every creature is fitted 
and furniſhed with ſuch faculties and powers 
as arc ſuitable to thoſe aCtions which are pro- 
per to its nature, So it is in the new Crea- 
tion : We are his workmanſhip created in Chriſt 
Feſws unto good works, Eph. 2. 10. Firſt a new 
creation , and then a new converſation ; and 
this makes Duty a delight. 
Things are eafie or unpleaſant according 
to the inclination and poiſe of our ſpirits, 
All pleaſure and delight in doing ariſes from 
a ſvitableneſs between the heart and the 
work; if there be Precepts upon us and a de- 
fect of. Principles within us , much may be 
done , but there can be little pleaſure in do- 
ing. A ſick man may eat and drink as a 
healthful man doth , but he hath no pleaſure 
in it; all things are ſavonrleſs and againſt 
ſtomach ;z he hath no delight init. Bur it is 
ſor other ends, that nature may be ſupport- 
cd, and life preſerved ; he can't live without 
taking ſomething. But a man of a ſound 
body and healthful temper afts not only his 
judgment in eating , but, his pleafure and de- 
light ,, his appetite is ſtifred up by the ſweet- 
neſs that he taſtes in it. So it is with a re- 
generate man ; ſweetneſs becomes a motive 
to obediente , and duty is drawn forth by de- 
light. 7 delight to do thy will, O my God, And 
mark whence this delight ſprings : Thy Law 
is within my heart , Pſal. 40. 8. The Law was 
not only his Command , but his nature 3 God 
writes 
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writcs his Law in the Word, and fo it hecomes 
our rule ; but when he writes it #2 our hearts, 
then it becomes our nature. And this is it 
that makes obedience ſipeet and pleaſant, bce 
cauſe it is now zatural. There is an inward 
Principle ſuited to the outward Precept. 

Thrrdly, Conſider the pleaſures with which 
this ſervice is attended : It is not more natu- 
ral for fin to bring forth ſorrow and trouble, 
than for Religion to afford pleaſure and 
ſweetneſs. 

It denics no lawful pleaſure which others 
injoy. 
Ir affords pleaſures which others cannot in- 
joy. 
Firſt, It denies no lawful pleaſures which 
others injoy ; doth the ſinner take pleaſure 
In the creature ? Sodoth the good man more 
truly ; for Religion moderates the affections 
and teaches the rightuſe of the creature, and 
thereby heightens the pleaſure of the injoy- 
ment, it curby and reſtrains our exceſſes ; 
and moderated aff:ftions make our fruition 
the more ſweet ; becauſe hereby tin is exclu- 
ded which imbitters the injoyment. There 
is no pleaſure which a wicked man ſins in in- 
joying, but a good man may injoy without 
ſin; and where there is leaſt ſin thece is moſt 
ſweetneſs. 
Nay farther, Religion Firitualizeth the in- 
joyment ; and thereby a good man hath more 
Iweetneſs in the creature than any other 
can haye ; as the Bee hath more delight in 
the flower than otlrer creatures can ; becauſe 

N 3 they 
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they have only the ſweerneſs of the ſcent, but 
the Bee hath the ſweetneſs of the honey with 
the ſcent. Natural man hath-only a natural 
ſweetneſs; but the ſpiritual man hath a ##- 
ritual (weetneſs with the natural, and fo in- 
Joys a higher pleaſure in the creature than 
any natural man can, 

Secondly, Religion hath its peculiar plea- 
ſures which none but good men can partake 
of. It gives pleaſure and delight in God, 
when the creature affords none. The ſenſual 
man is beholden to the F'p-rree, and the Yine, 
and the Olrvez to the Field, the Fold, andthe 
Stall ;, if theſe fail, his comfort fails. But 
the good man hath a never-ſailing Spring of 
delight when all theſe flireams are - cut off. 
Although the fig-tree ſhall not bloſſom , neuher 
ſhall fr uit be in the vines, the laborr of the olrve 
ſhall fail, and the fie lds ſhall yreld no meat, the 
flock, ſhal! be cnt off from the fold, and there ſhall 
be no berd in the ſt; ills, Here are all his ſtreams 
cut off ; now where 1s his never-failing 
Spring ? why it is in God. Tet I will rejoyce 
i the Lord, I will joy in the God of my ſalvua- 
tzon, Habak. 3. 17, 18. 

No delight fo tweet as delight in God. The 
dim light of Moon and Stars are a comforta- 
ble miniſtry in a dark night, and weare glad 
to walk by the light of them ;; but when once 
the light of the Sun breaks out , who regards 
the Moon or Stars then? Creature-comforts 
are pleaſant things to a ſenſual Spirit that 
knows no better injoymept; but when once 


Ged diſcovers himſelf to the Son], and ſheds 
abroad 
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abroad his love in the heart , what poor things Rom. s. 5. 


are theſe then ? 

The pleaſure of walking with God, and the 
pleaſure of a wiwneſſing Conſcience, (without 
naming any more) oucvie all the pleaſures in 
the World for ſweetneſs and delight. And 
theſe are peculiar to Religion and a life of 
godlineſs z no ſtranger mntermeddles. with this 
oy. 
3. In Religion and the practice of Godli- 
neſs a good man walks with God. There is 
a twofold walking with God, and both ex. 
ceeding ſweet. 

In Holineſs and Obedience. 
In Comfort and Experience. 

Fir, There is a walking with God in 
{amfort and Experience ; and this conlilts in 
ſenſible communion and fellowſhip with God. 
This is that onr Lord Chriſt injoyed much of ; 
Fohn 16. 32. I amnot alone, becauſe the Father 
#5 with me, He had much of it in tat Voice 
from Heaven , Mat. 3. 17. This us my beloved 
Son in whom I am well pleaſed. He had much 
of it in the Transfiguration, at. 17. 2: He 
was transfizured before them, this imports a 
wonderful letting forth of the glory of God 
upon him, and ſo ſpeaks an high degree of 
communion. Abofſes had a great meaſure of 
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when bzs face ſhone;, and Paul, when he ſays 


Prov. 14+ 
10. 


& Exod. 34- 
this transhiguring communion in the Mount ,,, "y 


he cannot tell whether hg was in the body or out , Con. nn) 
of the body ; but ſpeaks as though he had beea 3, ,, : 


really in Heaven. Theſe are extraordinary 
manifeſtations of God which are fitted only 
N 4. 9 
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to ſpecial ſeaſons; and though they are ex- 
ceeding fweet, and fill the Soul with grear 
tranſports of joy ; yet they are not de{gned 
for continuance, nor alotted to many. 

But there is a more ordinary communion 
with God which every good man may lay 
claim to: The Apoſtle Fohr ſpeaks of it as 
the undoubted priviledge of every Believer, 
'T Job. 1. 3. Tru'y our fellowſhip 1s with the Fa- 
ther, and with his Son Jeſus Chriſt. And Chriſt 


+ promiſes it to all that obey his Commands : 


Fobn 14.21. He that hath my commandments 
and keepeth them loveth me, and be that loveth 
me ſhall be loved of my Father , and I will love 
bim and will manifeſt my ſelf to him. And v. 23. 
We will come unto him and male our abode with 
him. Theſe expreſſions import a ſpecial-pr-- 
ſence of God, and peculiar emanations of his 
love , filling the Soul with ſuch a ſweetneſs + 
and delight as none elſe can experience, 
Hence that of 7d (not Iſcariat) to Chriſt, 
in v.22. Lord, how 1s it that thou wilt mant- 
fest thy ſelf to us and not to the world ? 

" This is a comfort the world knows nothing 
of Indeed a Believer himſelf hath no ſecurity 
of injoying it always. As one Belicyer injoys 
it more than another ; and the ſame Believer 
injoys it more at one time than another ;, ſo 
ſometimes he injoys it not, God never pro- 
miſed to any man ſuch a vouchſakement of 
his comforting preſence as ſhould know no 
interruption ; for'if ſo, then God would 
leave himfelf without a liberty to ſhew his 
diſlike of ſin, That promiſe, Heb,-13.5. 1 


will 
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will never leave thee nor forſake thee, ſecures to 
a Believer the duration of his union, but not 
of his communion; it intitles him to the 
certainty of his preſence, and care of his Pro- 
vidence ; but not to the light of his counte- 
nance. It makes over to him the conſtant 
ſupports of his Power and Grace, but not 
always the actual poſſeſſion of joy and com- 
fort. 

Secondly , There is a walking with God in 
Holineſs and Obedience : Thus it is ſaid Enoch 
walked with God three hundred years, Gen, 5. 
22.: that is, by an holy conformity to his 


will *. Tolive to the will of God; loving * 
what God loves ; hating what God hates; .: 


doing, what God commands ; this is the high- 
eſt kind of walking and communion with 
God ; for it 15 a communion with him in his 
own nature, which is holineſs. Now thus 
every good man walks with God, and hath 
a daily communion with him, fo far as hgli- 
nels is in exerciſe. w 
How often may we hear the Children of 
God complaining of the want of communion 
with God ! this arifes from a miſtake of rhc 
thing. They judge of fellowſhip by ſenſible 
fruitions ; and of communion by comfort. So 
much as God gives out of the comfort of his 
preſence, and the light of his face, ſo much 
communion they partake of. And wherc 
this is not injoyed ,. there all communion is 
denied. Whereas. communion with God 
may be maintained and yet prefent comfort 
may be left our. Though they cannot'walk 


by 
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by the light of bis countenance, yet they may 
walk by the light of his counſels. So did Fob 
(Chap. 23. 8,9, 10, 11, 12.) Behold 1 go for- 
ward, but he is not there ;, backward, but I can- 
not percaive him ;, on the left hand where he doth 
work, but I can't behold him ; he hides himſelf 
on the right hand, that I cannot ſee him. But 
he knows the way that I take, my foot hath 
held his ſteps, his way have I kept and not de- 
clined. Neither bave I gone back, from the com- 
mandment of his lips. Here you may ſee Fob 
walking with God , when at the ſame time 
he cannot find him. He walketh by the light 
of his will revealed, when he can't walk by the 
light of his face diſcovered ;, and fo hath a 
communion with him in his counſels, though 
not in the hght of bis countenance, And 
this makes the Toke of obedience pleaſant , it 
is a walking with God ; you have hereby 
——— with him in his Holineſs , when 
yorfWant the comforts of his Preſence ; and 
this fakes your way ſweer, though God doth 
not ſhine upon your path. This | take to be 
the meaning of that of David, Plal. : 12. 4. 
Unto the upright there ariſeth light in darkneſs. 
Holineſs yields a ſweetneſs and comtort, 
when it may be the hghr of Gods face yields 


2, Godlineſs is attended with the pleaſure 
of a witneſſing. Conſcience. He that follows its 
guidance ſhall never want its witneſs. God 
leads man by a twofold guide ; the Word 
and Conſcience; the Word without , and Cor- 
ſcience within 3 the Word is a light ro us , and 
| , Conſcrence 
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Conſcience is a light i us; cae Word direfts 
the Conſcience , and Cor: ſcience directs the con- 
verſation. And he that foliows the guidance 
of Conſcience as it is guided by the Word, ſhall 
never want a witneſs to the goodneſs of his 
ſtate and heart. | He that oppoſes and vio- 
lences Conſcience , ſhall find it witneſſing 
ao ainft him ;, bur be that is guided by it, ſhall 
have it a witneſs for him. As the Spirit of 
God is firſt a Counſeiler, and then a Comforter ; 
ſo Conſcience is firſt a guide , and then a wit- 
neſs. 

And what greater pleaſnre than the wit- 
neſs of a mans Conſcience to the goodneſs of 
his converſation ? As a condemning { onſcience 
is the greateſt torment , AS being a degree of 
Hell ; ſo a witneſſing Conſcience 15 the greateſt 
comfort as being a firſt-fruits of the joy of 
Heaven, Our rejoycing us this, the teſtimony of 
onr conſcience., that mm ſimplicity and godly fince- 
rity, not with fleſhly wiſdom , but by the grace of 
God, we have bad our converſation in the world, 
2 Cor, 1.12, A witneſling Conſcience brings 
with 1t an unſpeakable ſweetneſs and com 
fort. As for inſtance. 

Firſt, What is it that ſatisfies a man when 
nothing elſe can? it is the witneſs of his Con- 
ſcience, A good man is ſatisfied from himſelf, 
Prov. 14. 14. 

Secondly, What is it that gives confidence 
and boldneſs towards God? it is a witneſſing 
Conſcience, 1 John 3. 21. If our hearts con- 
demn us not , then have we confidence towards 
God ; majpnoiay Exod, we have boldneſs ; * 

rae 
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the word is rendred in Heb. 10. 19. Having, 
brethren , boldneſs to enter into the holieft by the 
blood of Jeſus. 

A good man hath a threefold boldneſs and 
confidence from a witneffing Conſcience, 

1. Aboldnefs in Prayer, Let ws come boldly 
to the throne of grace, Heb. 4. 16. There are 
three things which together cauſe this bold- 
neſs. 

Firſt, The Throne God is upon, to whom 
we make our requeſts : viz.a Throne of Grace 
and Mercy ; Let ns come boldly to the throne of 
grace, .Heb. 4. 16. 

Secondly, The advantage we have by Jeſus 
Chriſt at the right hand of God ; Who ever 
lrves to make interceſſion for us, Heb. 7. 15. 

Thirdly, The help of the Spirit ; whereby 
we are inabled to call him Father; and who 
makes interceſſion in us, Rom. 8, 15, 26. ' 

2. Boldneſs and confidence in the midſt of 
all dangers : He ſhall not be afraid of evil ti- 
dings , Pſal. 112.7. Though I walk, through 
the valley of the ſhadow of death , yet will I fear 
no evil, Pal. 23.4. The righteou is bold as 
4 lion, Prov. 28. 1. 

3. Boldneſs and confidence in the day of 
Judgment: 1 Fobn 4. 17. That we may have 
boldneſs in the day of judgment. And how 
ſweet mult this be, to dye and go to the Bar 
of God, confidently aſſured of the goodneſs 
of our caſe. 

Thirdly , What is that which comforts 
and ſupports a man when all elſe (it may be) 
witneſs againſt him? It is a witneſſing Con- 
Kience, Some- 
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Sometimes men may witneſs againſt him, 
and falſly charge him, as in Jobs caſe ;, yet 
then Conſcience ſupports him ; in the teſti- 
mony whereof he can appeal to God, as 
in Chap. 10, 7. Thou kroweſt that 1 am nos 
wicked. 

Sometimes God ſeems to witneſs againſt 


him, Thou writeſt butter things agamn#t me, Job Job 10.195 


13,26, Yet then #0 the wpright there ariſes 
light in darkneſs, Pal. 112. 4. 

Sometimes Satan witneſſeth againſt a man ; 
accuſes him of hypocriſie and unſoundneſs of 
heart in the ways of God, as he did Fob of 
ſerving God for by-ends, Fob 1. g, 10, yet , 
then Conſcience ſupports him, as it did good 
Hezeksah , in the teſtimony whereof he ap- 


peals to God , Remember , Lord, how I have Iſai. 38. 4 


walked before thee with an upright heart. 

Fourthly , What is that which fills the 
Soul with peace and joy when troubles and 
diſtreſſes are upon us? it is the witneſs of 
Conſcience. This made Paul and Sila ſing 
in the Stocks. This made the Martyrs tri- 
umph in the midſt of the flames. As forrow- 
ful, yet always rejoycing, 2 Cor. 6. 10, O what 
a ſweet thing is a witneſling Conſcience ! it 
fills a man with the richeſt and 'the moſt la- 
ſting peace. 

1, With the richeſt peace ; and therefore 
It is called the Peace of God : Phil. 4. 7. The 
peace of God which paſſeth all underſtanding ſhall 
keep your bearts and minds through faith in Chriſt 
Fel That this is the peace of Conſcience 
is evident , in that it is (aid to keep the heart 
and 
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and mind, And it is called the Peace of God, 

Firſt, Becauſe of the greatneſs and excel- 
lency of it ; according to that Hebraiſar 
whereby things great and excellent are inti- 
tled to God. As the mountains of God, the 
Cedars of God, the increaſe of God, Col. 2, 
I9, &c. 

Secondly, Becauſe he gives it. When he gives 
peace, who can make trouble? Job 34. 29. All 
the world cannot give peace to a troubled 
Conſcience, Solomon ſays, Money anſwers all 
things, But it can never anſwer the doubts 
and diſtreſſes of Conſcience. It is God that 
ſpeaks peace there, Pſal. 85. 8. 

Thirdly, Todiſtinguiſh ic from the worlds 
peace, which is a carnal peace, an outward 
peace, a falſe peace'; but the peace God gives 
Is 4 true peace, an inward and ſpirityal peace, 
Fohbn 14. 27. 

2. Ik fills a man with the moſt laſting 
peace : Therefore Solomon calls it & continual 
feaſt, Prov. 15.15. Not a feaſt for a day, 
as Nabals was ; nor for ſeven days, as Sam- 
ſons was; tor for an hundred and eighty days, 
as that of « Abaſuerus was; but a continual 
feaft, withoutintermiſſion and without end. 
A Heathen could fay , 5_4yal& als fng]dCe, 
A good man is always Kefting , he hath the 
continual entertainment .and delight, of a 
quiet Conſcience. He may meet with many 
rroubles and ſorrows and afflictions , but his 
peace and joy ſhall out-liye them all. His 
eſtate may” be waſted , his name reproachet, 
his body burned , but his peace and joy can- 
not 
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not be touched. It lyes out of the world's 
reach. It is from Heaven, and will abide in 
the Soul till it be conſummated by the teſti- 
mony of Chriſt in that heart-raviſhing Sen- 
tence, Well done good and faithful ſervant, emer 
thou into the joy of thy Lord. 

Thus ſubjeftion and obedience to the Toke 
of Chriſt appears to be a pleaſant good , whe- 
ther ye look to the matter of his ſervice, or 
to the ſtate in which this ſervice is command. 
ed, or tothe ſweetneſs with which it is at- 
tended. © And thus you have the truth of it 
made out poſitively. 

Secondly , That the'YToke of Chriſt is mat- 
ter of pleaſure and delight, may be made ont 
comparatively. 

1, Compate it with the Toke of the Law, 
either Ceremonial or Moral. 

Fir#t , Compare it with the Yoke of the 
Ceremonial Law, and Chriſts Toke is much 
eaſier than that. And this will appear, 

. If you look to the obſervances and impoſi. 
tions of one and the other. How numerous 
and chargeable were the obſervances of that 


'Law ; how many and how coſtly were their 


Sacrifices, 
. Some were grdtulatory; appointed'to ex- 
prels their grateful ſenſe of merctes received : 


' theſe youread of Lev. 7.12, &c. 


i ome were expratory.;, theſe were appoint- 


' edto atone for ſin, to pacifie Gods anger, to 
- remove guilt, and divertjudgment ; aild how 


many and various were they, *Sd0me were 


of 


* ry many;. 
. unclean thing , he muſt come and offer a Sa- 
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of the flock, as ſheep and lambs, goats and kids. 
Some of fow! , as rurtle-doves and pigeons. 
Sbme were to be of what grew out of the 
earth, as corn and wine, oyl and iFices, And 
of theſe , fome were- burnt-offerings ; ſome 
meat-offerings ; ſome ſin-offerings ;, ſome treſ- | 
paſafferings. And ſome of them were to be 


. offered but once a year ;, ſome at their ſolemn 
» Fealls, as the Paſſover, Pentecoſt , and the 
* Feaſt of Tabernacles. Sonie every New-moon ; 
_ ſonic every Sabbath day; ſome were to be of- 
| fered every day, and that both morning and 
» evening , as the daily Sacrifice, and ſome ac- 


cording to _ occaſions , which were ve- 
or if any man did but touch an 


crifice, 

From all which numerous obſervances that 
Yoke of Moſes muſt needs be very burdenſom ; 
if we now were for every fin to offer a Bul- 
lock or a Lamb, what a burden ſhould we ac- 
count it: if Conſcience did not make fin a 
burden, the charge and expence would ; and 
ſoit did to the Jews, therefore it is called a 
Yoke, and that a heavy one, Atts 15. 10. A 
yoke which neuther our fathers nor we were able 
to bear. In calling theſe things a yoke too bea- 
vy to be born, it ſhews their obſervance of them 
was more becauſe God commanded them, 
than becauſe of any intrinſecal good that was 
in them. They bore the Toke till God took 
it off, but it was a very heavy Toke. 

But the Toke of Chriſt is calie on this ac- 


count ; his commands are few and facil ; not 
hnr1on. 
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ſom, but beneficial ; as really our priviledge 


- as our duty; And therefore the Apoſtle Paul 


comparing the ſtate of the Church then, with 
what it is under the Goſpel, calls it Bondage, 
Gal. 4. 3. when we were children, we were 1m 
bondage under the elements of the world : By the 
Elements of the world the carnal Sacrifices 
and {ceremonies of the Law are intended , by 
which, as by ficſt rndiments,God did then in- 
ſtrud the Church in its minority. And accord- 
ingly he calls the ſtate of the Goſpel-Church 
a ſtate of freedom. Gal. 5. 1. Stand faſt in the 
hberty wherewith Chriſt bath made us ffee , and 
be not int angled again with the yoke of bondage. 
O how ſweet and eaſie is the ſervice of the 
Goſpel ! The Covenant of- Grace is made 
with us without thoſe burdens and bonds 
which became their bondage; what a mo- 
tive ſhould this be to a willing and chearful 
obedience. Chriſt hath therefore made us 
free that we ſhould ſerve him freely. Our 


#' freedom from bondage by the liberty of the 


Goſpel ſhould ſtrengthen our bonds to all 


* Goſpel-obedience. 


Secondly, Compare the Toke of Chriſt with 
the Toke of the Moral Law as a Covenant of 
Works; and it will appear far mare caſie, if 


} you conſider five things. 


Firſt, The Law requires very difficult ſer- 
vice, but contributes no afltſtance; ſo that 
a mans worK'is above his ſtrength; and where 
duty is great, and ſtrength lictle, it becomes 
a burden intolerable. If a man ſhould be ſet 
to remove a mquntain, to-fetch a Star from 

Oo Heaven, 
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Heaven , to keep out the Tide of' the Sea," 
how impoſſible would this be, So- is obedi- 
ence to the Law in our preſent ſtate of impo- 
tency : and hence it becomes a bondage and 
burden, Why is the Land of Egype called the | 
houſe of bondage to Iſrael , but becauſe the 
were required to make the ſame tale of brick 
without ſtraw, as before they did when ſtraw 
was provided for them ? So the Law requires 
the lame obedience of fallen man in a ſtate } 
of weakneſs, as it did of innocent Adam in |} 
his full ſtrength, 

But in the Goſpel-Covenant there is no 
duty injoyned but there is a power of perfor- 
mance vouchſafed : and no commandment 
can be grievous where the aſſiſtance is ſuita- 
ble to the ſervice. That one command of 
believing is in it ſelf more difficult than any 
precept of the Law ; but if faith be the gift of 
God, then how eabe is it to believe, whatever 


Phil.2. 13- God wills is eaſie to be done when be him: 


ſelf works sn us to will and to do. This makes F 
the Toke of Chriſt eaſe, that there is power 
conveyed with the precept : jubet & juvatr. 
Itis with us as with the man that lay at the 
gate of the Temple, who had been lame from 
the womb, Peter commands him n the name 
of Teſus to viſe up and walk,, and rnmediately bi 
feet and ark/e- bones reczwved ſtrength , ACts 3. 
2, 6, 7. There is/a power conveyed by the Pre- 
cept. So it is here ; and therefdre we ſhould 
doas the' lame mandid; How is that ? the 
eighth verſe tells.you, He ftood,and py 
ertred into the Temple , walkgng , and cleapmy, 
and praiſing God, , _ Second 
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* Secondly, The Law;required a righteouſC. 
neſs veſted in the perſon, It mult -not be 
anothers, doing but our own. The Law ad- 
mitted of go day;-man, no Mediator, no help- 
er. Anothers doing could no way be recko» 
ned as ours, nor anothers righteouſneſs be 
any benefitco us, Every man mult ſtand up- 
on his own bottom. 

But the Goſpel-Covenant admits of a Me- 
diator ; one to come in between God and 
man ; therefore he is called The Mediator of 
the new Teſtament, Heb. g. 15. and Heb. 12, 
24. Teſus the Mediator of the new {,ovenant. It 
admits of anothers righteouſneſs inſtead of 
our own, and allows us as real benefit by it as 
if it had been done in our own perſons. He 
was made ſin for us wha knew no ſin, that we 
might be made the righteouſneſs of God wt him, 
2 Gor. 5. 21. As by one mans diſobedience ma- 
ny were made ſinners , that is Law , ſo by the 
obedience of one ſhall many be made righieons, 
Rom. 5. 19. this is pure Goſp?z]l. And hence 
Jeſus Chriſt is ſtiled , The Lord our righteouſ- 
nep, Jer. 23.6. And hence we are ſaid to 
be accepted in the Beloved, Eph. 1.6. and to 
be compleat in bim, Col. 2. 19, And how 
<< doth this tnake the Toke of Chriſt 
£0 de, 

Thirdly, Under the Law it was not enough 
that obedience was perſonal , unleſs it was 
alſo perfect and perpetnal, Any one ſin done 
at any time marc*d all; AU bis righteouſnef 
ſhalt be forgotten, Ezek, 18. 24. Curſed  eve- 
ry one that continueth not #1 all things which are 

O 2 written 
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written in the Law to dothem, Gal. 3.10. A 
man periſhed as really by the guilt of one ſin 
as of ten thouſand. The judgment was by one 
to condemnation, Rom. 5. 16. that is, by one 
ſin, for ſo the next words explain it ; bar the 
free gift 1s of many offences to juſtification, The 
Apoſtle here commends the grace of the Go- 
ſpel by comparing it with the Laws rigour,” 

he Goſpel juſtifies from many offences, when 
the Law condemns for any one. He that fails | 
in any one thing is gone for ever, Nothin 
is accepted but what is perfeft. The be 
affeftions wilt not excuſe failure in attions, 
nor deſires to do, eke out the weakneſs of 
doing. 

But under the Goſpel , where there is a wil- | 
ling mind, it 15 accepted according to what a man 
bath ;, where the arm is ſhort, it is made up by 
uprightneſs of heart, Where the will is be- 
yond the power , God accepts the will, and 
paſſes by the weakneſs. It a man bncerely 
deſires and endeavours to do what he cannot þ 
do, the truth of affeCtion is accepted for acti- 
on, and God counts the deſwe of a man to be 
bis kindneſs, Prov. 19. 22. Though that plea 
of the Apoſtle, Rom.7. 18. To will « preſent 
with me, but how to perform that which 3s good F 
T find not, finds no room under the Law, yet þ 
it is a good plea under the Goſpel. O how Þþ 
ſweer is this! | 

Fourthly, Under the Law there was no 
room for repentance, One tranſgreſſion dif 
annulled that Covenant, and no repentance, 
no ſorrow , no tears could ever make it up 
again. 


d 7 v6 


again.” Where perſonal, perfect obedience 
is, the condition of life, there can be no room 
for repentance. 

But this is one of the great priviledges of 
the Goſpel-Covenant, that failures in obe-' 
dicnce may be made up by repentance. And 
hence it is that we are ſo often called to re- 


turn with a promiſe of healing our backsliorngs. Jer. 3. 22, 


Did God ever call Adam under the firſt Co- 
venant to return when he ran away from 
God ? no never, but drove him out of Para» 
diſe. Gen. 3. 24. Sohe drove out the man, and 
be placed at the Eaſt of the garden Chernbims 
and a flaming ſword, which turned every way to 
keep the way of the tree of life. But under the 
Goſpel how frequently are we called to re- 
turn and repent, Though the firſt Covenant 
was diſſolved by one ſin; yet many fins can- 
not diſſolve the Goſpel-Covenant. For the 
free oft 6s of many off ences to juſtification, Rom. 
5 16, This makes the Toke of Chriſt plea- 
iant, that their. failuces and negleCts may be 
repeated of and find forgiveneſs. For God 
hath exalted Chriſt to be a Prince and a Saviour 
to grve repentance and remiſſion of ſims, Acts 


5.31. 

Fifthly, The cords that bound on the Toke 
of the firlt Covenant were threats and ter- 
rours. The Law requires obedicnce upon 
pain of a Curſe: Curſed be he that makes a pra- 
vensmage , which is an abomination to the Lord, 
Deut., 27.15; Curſed be be that ſetteth light 
by father or mother, v. 16. Ciirſed is every one 
(hat continues pot in all things written in the Law 
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to do them, Gal. 3. 10, and this Curſe is eter- 
nal death, But the cords that bind on the 
Yoke of Chriſt are not terrors, but love and 
mercy, I beſeech you, brethren , by the mercies 
of God, that you preſent your ſelves a living ſa- 
erifice, holy and acceptable to God, which 4: your 
reaſonable ſervice, Rom. 12. 1. And this 
makes the Toke of Chriſt far more ſweet and 
pleaſant than the Toke of the Law. 

2, Let's compare the Toke of Chriſt with 
the Toke of Sin, and it will appear infinitely 
more pleaſant than that can be. The plea- 
ſures of ſin hold no comparifon with the plea- 
fure of Religion and godlineſs. 

Firſt, The pleaſures of ſin are ſenſual plea- 
ſures; ſuch as gratifie only the fleſh, and 
= the brutiſh part; and the more any 

+ man gives himlelf up to them, the more he 
puts off man, and ſinks down into the nature 
of beaſt ; and therefore many Heathens 
have upon meer principles of reaſon aban- 
doned ſenſual pleaſures as inferior to them, 
and have judged him unworthy the name of 
a man that could ſpend one day-in purſuit of 
them. But the pleaſures of Religion are ra- 
tional pleaſures , they are ſuch as are ſuited 
to the rules of right reaſon; pleaſyres that 
gratifhie the inward man, and feed the love 
and delight of an immortal Soul; 

Secondly, The pleaſures of fin are debaſing 
pleaſures ; and this follows from the former. 
Tac more ſenſual any man is, the more doth 
he debaſe his nature, He is, like the Prods- 
gal, feeding vx on husks with the Swine , and 

— +: * hence 
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hence it is that the Lord, by Ames, calls thoſe 


er- 
the Rulers ii Samaria, Kine of Baſhan, Amos 4.1. 
nd Hear this word, ye kine of Baſhan ,. that are in 
ries the mount ain of Samaria, Becauſe they forgot 
ſa- the Lord , and gave themſclves up to' their 
our loſts and ſenſual pleafares , therefore he 'rec- 
his kons them among the beaſts ; Kine of Baſhan, 
nd more like beaſts than men. The pleaſures of 
ſin are a very debaſing thing. Hence the ſame 
ith word in the Hebrew which the Scripture uſes 
ly for a ſenſual Gluttorn, is uſed for a wile perſor. 
ea- This our ſon is a plutton , Deut. 21. 20 7M, 
ea if thou takr = the precious from the vile, Jer. 
15.19. 7/19 There is the ſame word 
ea- for both : and it intimates to us that no man 
nd is more-vite than he that gives up himſelf ta 
ny ſenſualiry. And therefore the Apoſtle Fohr: 
he writing to young men not to love the world, 
Ire tells them, That all that is in the world is but 1 John 2. 
Ns the luſt of the fleſh, the luſt of the eye, and the 15515: 
n- pride of life *, He calls ſinful pleaſures Luſt, * 4ambitio- 
m, | becauſe they are food and fuel for luſt : and ſ«s bones, 
of | he calls thetm the Luſt of the fleſh, to intimate © 9% & 
of o us the defiling and debaſing quality of J;,," _ 
5-0 them. Her tris 
ed But the pleaſures of Religion are innd- pro trins 
at bling pleaſures, Take that one pleaſure of *«nine 
ve communion with God for an inſtance, and _ od 
there is nothing that doth raiſe and innoble * 
Ng the Soul like it. J will ſet him on hicb, becauſe 
” he bath known my name, Plal. g1. 14. As God 
th Is infinitely above all other objcCts, ſo the 
4; pleaſure of communion with him muſt far 
ad tranſcend all other pleaſures; and put a dig- 
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nity upon the Soul, which no other commyu- 
nion can ; and hence it is that che righteous is 
ſaid to be more excellent than his neighbour, 
Prov. 12.26. As upon other accounts , ſa 
upon this, that he hath a more excellent fel- 
lowſhip, and lives ppon more excellent in- 
joymepts and delights. The perfeCtion of 
the reaſonable Creature conſiſts in its com- 
munion with ſuch a good as is above it ſelf, 
and above all created Beings *, And ſuch is 
that commumcn the good man injoys. 
Thirdly, The pleaſures of ſin.are deceitful 
pleaſures : like thoſe beautiful Apples that 
when touched are ſaid to turn toaſhes. They 
are not that in the fruition as they are in the 
expectation, Hence ye read of deceitful luſts, 
Eph. 4. 22. and the geceitfulnefs of ſin, Heb. 
3.13. And one of ſins great deceits lies in 
this, it draws the Soul to a compliance upon 
a vain hope of injoying the pleaſure it never 
finds, The true nature of deceit lies in pre- 
ſenting things to the mind otherwiſe than 
they are. Sin neyer preſents it ſelf in its own 
colours, but takes up the ſhape of ſome ver« 
tue, covetouſneſs is a wiſe thrift ; excels and 
waſte is liberality ; Superſtitition is a religi- 
ous deyourneſs, cc. And it ever flatters the 
expetation , and raiſes a falſe hope of de- 
light and pleaſure. And therefore the Wile- 
man ſays, The folly of fools is deceit , Prov, 
14.8. Every man propoſes a happineſs ta 
himſelf in all that he doth, and fo doth the 
finner ; but ſeeking it in the way of his Juſts 
he decetves himſelf, and ſo becomes a fool. 
Sin 
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Sin promiſes much , and the Sinner expeCts | 
much ;. but he never figds what he expects; 
becauſe ſin never performs what it promiles z 
and hence it is called a. lying vanity, Jon. 2. 8. 
There.js no reality in it, it js res nihils, a 
thing;of nought. The pleaſure of ſin is but 
the ptcaſure of-a dream. 

..T wo things make us think ſin pleaſant and 
delightfpl. | 

1. The ſubtilty of Satans temptations ; 

qne part whereof (and not the Jealt) lies in 
temptirrg to ſin by the bait of pleaſugggQthis 
wesSatans firſt device ſor the bringing.hin into . 
the world ; how did he begwile our, firlt Pa- 
rents.? but by a.fruig that was pleaſant to the 
e3e., and deſirable to.make one wiſe, Gen, 3, 6. 
And hence Satan takes adyantage to looſen 
theic hearts from God by inſinvatigg.-ſecretly 
as if God envied the:fehcity of Mafking, and 
that,it-was meerly ; ag,-abridgment of theip 
happineſs God aimed at-in forbidgingthem 
tq eat of that fruit that was ſo beneficial, ſo 
pleaſant, ſo deſirable. , God doth, know that int 
the.day.ye eat thereof your eyes. ſhall ha opened, 
and ye ſhall be as Gedjnowing good. and evil, 
z. $5. Andby this ha. of delight, and-plear 
ſure wexe. they. cabghe; and' decgived,” As, 1 Tim. 2. 
Labaz promiſed, Zacob a-fair Racbel,,, but laid, 14: 
a blear-eyed Leah in her room. :S0,-Satan RN 
promiles pleaſure and,delight in ſing. bpt-pes- "ON 
orgs in lorrow ang diſappointment.,.... 


s 


2... A cortupted 1magination , and, adely- 
ded fancy: and this js, a fruit of the-former,, 
apd Satan hath-noſmal] hand in;ig.. ,For-the 


office 


- 
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office'of the imagination being to ſupply the 
mind with variety of obje(ts whereon - to' 
work', afid to quicken, allure, and ſharpen 
the will accordingly ; therefore Satan by cor- 
ruptingthjs, bids fair for the corrupting the 
underſtanding and will alſo. He can inject 
ſtrange ſpecies ,. and impreſs falſe images of 
things upon the fancy with ſuch ſubtilty and 
eaſe, as ſhall readily gain them credit in the' 
mind, and admittance inthe will. And hence 
all that pleaſure that the ſinner hath in ſin 
Inm_, it is hc fruit of a delnded fancy” 

- and imagination ; fo ſays the Prophet, ſas. 
44. 20. He ſeedtth on aſhts , a deceived heart' 
hath turned bim aſide, that ht cannot delrver 
biz foul; nor ſay , 1s there" not a lye in' my right 
band? A man may'as'ſoon ſtay his hunger 
with eating aſhes, as' fitid true'pleaſure in 
ſin; and were not'' his heart deceived, he 
would eaſily ſee and Taythatit is a /ye that he. 
embraces and holds'ſo faſt, '' | 

But the pleaſores of tg are true pleg- 

ſores ;' not windy and- thy delights, but: 
ſubſtantiel and real. 'Th6dgh the\finner”ex: 

peft4 more'pleaſure it ſifthat he figs 3\ yet 

the good'mant finds mote pleaſtre in the ways 

mT of Fo plies he did expet?. As - thr ws 

© * that are in'good-places, they-meet with great 
vails beſides their Rt þ beſides'the re- 
compthteof godlinels in'the next wotld', it 

is rewarded with great pleafures and com- 
forts it this, - This F bad becauſe I kept thy pre- 
cepts, Pſal.- rrg. 56.” this experience , this 
pence , 'this joy : For rht kinflom' of Braven'ss 


not 
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wot mear and drink,, but righteouſneſs and peace 
and joy in the boly Ghoſt, Rom. 14. 17, 

Fourthly, The pleaſures of ſin are pleaſures 
that cauſe ſhame. And this ariſes' from the 
former ; for if the pleaſures of fin are deceit- 
ful, they muſt needs cauſe ſhame. Shame is 
either from the diſappointment of hope , or 
from unbecoming and unworthy aCtions. Now 
the pleaſures of fin cauſe ſhame on both theſe 
accounts. 

1, Asthey diſappoint our hope, 7ob ſpeak- 
ing of the troops of Tema that came ta the gri- 


ed brooks expecting water, and finding none, - -: .':: i 


ſays, They were confounded becauſe they had by- 
ped, they came thuher and were aſliamed:, Job 
6.20, So the fimple ſinner betakes himſelf 
ro his luſts, expecting pleaſure, but meets 
with diſappointment; and returnsaſhamed. 
2. The pleaſures of ſin caufe ſhame as they . 
flow from unbecomingadctions: Pudor eſt con- 
ſeientia' twypitudinis;, 1t'is a conſciouſneſs: of 
ſomewhat that is'baſe;z a man may-be aſha- 
met either before:Go, or befote others, or 
before himſelf. Taking pleaſure in ſin-cauſes 
ſhame before all theſe.” 

Firft, Before God, | and that both here-and 
hereafter. | "1, U'uoHO, 

Firſt, It cauſes ſname here. ; Where there 
is any ſenfe of God, -and ingenuity of- Spirit, 
conſciouſneſs. of guilt puts the Soul - ro-the 
bluſh when it would-have to do-with God in 
its approaches, Omy God, 1 ati gſhawed and 
bluſh to lift up my face to thee , for our iniquities 
are increaſed, &C, ;Exya g. 6. $0t\i$»ſaid wy 
; the 
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the Publcarn, that when he went-into the 
Temple to pray , he ſtood afar off , and world 
not bift up fo much as his eyes to beaven , Luke 
18. 13, Theſeare poſtures by which great 
ſhame and eonfuſion of face is expreſſed. Or 
if any be hardned under fin as not to be aſha- 
med here, yet 
- Secondly , He ſhall be afhamed before God 
bereafter.. Many that now dare, though in 
their lins and luſts, make ſolemn approaches 
to God, will be aſhamed and confounded to 
appear at the Judgment. ſeat of God, David 
ſays, The wicked ſhall not ſtand in judgment, 
Pjal. 1.5." Indeed there are few that ſhall: 
The great day of hi wrath is come, and who fhall 
be cites ſtand? Revel.6. 17. Sinners that 
now are grown impudent in fin, that have a 
Whores forehead , that have took their degree 
in the Scorners chair, that are paſt ſhame, ſhall 
then be aſhamed and*.confounded for ever. 
And there are three things in the proceſs.of 
that day which ſhall cauſe it. 

I. The diſcovery of ſin which ſhall then 
be made.” For all the wickedneſs that ever 
the ſinner committed. ſhall then be made 
known: God will bring every work_ into. juds- 
ment , with every ſecret thing , whether '«t- be 
good' or evil, Eccleſ, 12. 14. There is not a 
cloſet-ſin, nor the molt concealed iniquity, 
but ſhall then be made publick. God will ther 
bring to light the hidden things of darkneſs, and 
make manifeſt the counſels of the heart , and then 
ſhall everyman' (that is, every good man) have 


praiſe of Ged, 1 Cor. 4. 5. But what ſhall 
becomg 


become of ſinners? ſure they ſhall be aſha- 
med. 

2, "The 'utter fruſtration of the ſinners 
hope. So long as hope laſts ſhame-hath no 
place : now many a mans hope laſts to the 
day of Judgment ; they maintain a confi- 
dence of the goodneſs of their eſtate , which 
nothing but the tight of that day can confute. 
So fd they in Mar. 7. 22. Many will ſay unto 
me in that day , Lord, Lord , have we not pro- 
pheſied in thy name , and in thy name caſt out de- 
vils, and in thy name done many wenderſul works, 
So did the fooliſh Virgins till the door was ſbut, 
Mat. 25. 10. 

3. Thecontempt that God ſhall put upon 
them when he ſhall eternally baniſh them his 
preſence by the dreadful Sentence that he 
ſhall then paſs againſt them : Depart from me 
ye curſed into everlaſting fire prepared for the de- 
vil and bis Ange's, Mat, 25. 41: By the paſ- 
ſing this Sentence they ſhall become the ſcorn 
and contempt of «ll the Saints and Angels in 
Heaven. Therefore it is ſaid, Theythat ſleep 
in the duſt of the earth ſhall ariſe , ſome to ever- 
laſting life , and ſome to ſhame and everlaſting 
contempt, Dan. 12. 2, | 

Secondly , Taking pleaſure in fin cavſes 
ſhame before others, God by one means or 
other will bring ſuch ſinners ro open ſhame : 
Jer. 13. 26. I will dijcover thy sharts , that thy 
ſhame may appear. And Exztk, 16. 37. I will 
gather all thy lovers with whom thou haſt taken 


pleaſure , and all thcm thou haſt hated 3 and will Eze. 23s 
diſcover thy nakedneſs to them, that tl ey may ſee 29: 
" ll 
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all thy nalgdneſs. And to baye the nakedneſy 
diſcovered is matter of ſhame. 

Thirdly: , Taking pleaſure in fin cauſeth 
ſhame . before o#r ſelves. Conſcience under 
guilt corments the Soul with the ame of irs 
own folly; Hegre that of the Apoſtle, . Row, 
6. 21. What fraut bad you m thoſe things whereof 
ye are now aſhamed. . Sin inticeth us before 
we commit it , and afterwards fills the Soul ' 
with :-horcour and ſhame. So our firſt Pa- 
rents, when they had fiancd, they were a- 
ſhamed, Gen. 3. 7. 

But who was ever aſhamed of the plea- 
ſures and delights he fonnd in the ways of 
godlineſs ? A good man- may be reproached 
and ſcoffed at for his ſtritneſs, by the 1ſ- 
maels of the day ; but there can be no cauſe 
of ſhame. For ſhame, as the Philoſopher de- 
fines it, is aumn vis g Tegaxi oft 74 ths oe h0- 
tiay* A certain grict and crouble in ingenu- 
ous minds about unbecoming actions , and 
ſuch things as tend to. our infamy and dif 
grace 3. now there is nothing diſhonourable 
in Religion; it is only ſin that can diſcredit 
and defame us ; where there is no fin there is 
no ſhame, 

Fifthly, The pleaſures of ſin are prohibited 
pleaſures z they are forbidden fruit. - If God 
hath forbid the doing of fin, then much more 
the taking pleaſure in ſin. For it isa greater 
evil to take pleaſure inſin than it is ſimply to 
a@t ſin; todelight in it is worſe than todo 
it. Todo ſin may be only from weakneſs of 
grace ; but to delight in ſin, is from the 
ftrengeh 
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ſtrength. of luſt. As it. isa greater argument 
of grace to delight in-obedicnce. than to 0- 
bey z for a man may be much in the perfor- 
mance of duties, that yet may have no de- 
light in duty. But where there is a delight 
in duty and obedience, there the heart is 1g- 
deed under the power of grace. 7 delight to 
do thy will , O my God, thy Law « within my 
heart , Pſal. 40, 8, ::So it ſpeaks the ſinner 
more under the power of fin to; delight in it 
than todo it : The more of the affeCtion there 
is in fin, the more ready will the {inner be to 
comply with every temptation which leads 
toit. Amor anime pondws ; and it is the cun- 
ning of Satan to: ſuit his baits to our corrupt 
appetites and vicious diſpoſitions, he loves 
to take the advantage of wind and tide, and 
when a man that delights in ſin is tempted to 
ſin, then he goes with wind and tide. Nay 
in- this caſe a ſinger needs no temptation z 
his own vicious diſpoſition will ſupply the 
place of -a Tempter ; for: the more any fin 
obtains upon the affetions, the more of the 
nature of a temptation doth it carry in it ſelf. 
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Every man u tempted when he is drawn away of Jam.1. 14 


bu own luſt, and inticed, vero Tis idias nflupias * 
he calls it is &r8vuie, his proper Inſt, becauſe 
though we have all a corrupt nature in com- 
mon ,. yet every ſinner hath a particular ſe- 
veral inclination ta this or that fin rooted in 
his nature more.than to any other ; and this 
is called þis own lyſt... And how eaſily doth he 
conſent when he is inticed by his own luſt ;, he 
hath-no power to reſiſt or withſtand ; for the 
more 
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more a-man'delights in- fin, the more natu- 
rally his deſires and vicious. inclinations do 
run to-it. - And therefore God charges it as 
a high degree of finning , -and makes it a 
great aggravation of ſin, to delight-and fake 
pleaſure in it. They have choſen their own ways, 
(that is, bad) and their ſoul delights in their 
abominations, (that is, worſe) Iſai. 66. 3, And 
God aggravates the ſinfulneſs of Antichriſts 
followers by this, That they had pleaſure in un- 
righteouſneſs , 2 Theſl, 2. 12. ' By all which 
the pleaſures of ſin appear to be forbidden 
pleaſures, ſo that no man can injoy any one 
luſt but he muſt reſolve to controul God, to 
violate his Authority , and break his Com- 
mand, and he that breaks this hedge, a ſerpent 
will bite him, Ecclef. 10. 8. 

But where are we forbid to take pleaſure 
in Godlineſs ? Are ſpiritual delights forbid- 
den fruit? May not a man rejoyce in God ? 
O yes ! For 

1. This is ſo far from being forbidden as 
a lin, thatit is commanded as a duty, De- 
light thy ſelf in the Lord, Pſal. 37.4. Rejoyce 
in the Lord always, and again 1 ſay reſoyce, 
Phil. 4. 4+ 

. 2, It isthe true Character of a godly man: 
His delight 4s in the law of the Lord , Pſal. 1. 2. 
I will delight my ſelf in thy commandments which 
I bave loved, Plal. 119.47. I delight in the 
law of God after the inner man, Rom. 7. 22. 
This no unregenerate man can attain to : ll 
he delight himſelf in the Almighty ? ſays Fob of 
the Hypocrite, Chap. 27. 10. He may do 
much, 
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much, but this be cannot do. - He may pray, 
and-read, and' heat, and make profeſſion of 
God ; but he cannot delight in God. Nh 

3. This makes us ſharers in the very plea- 
ſures and joysof Saints and Angels in Hea- 
ven ; for the joy and pleaſure of chat ſtate is 
; in God and Holineſs. 

- &. This ſhalbhave a ſure reward, . Delight 
thy ſelf in the Lord, and be ſhall ' g5ve thee the 
deſires of thy heart ,' Plal. 34. 4" Thou ſhalt 
delight thy ſelf tn'the Lord—and IT will-feed 
thee with the lytifage of Facob thy father, Wai. 
58-14, Sometimes delightirf God is requi- 
red as a'duty; 'but here it is promiſed as a re- 
ward.. So that here.isa double reward pro. 
miſed to dehghktimg in God. -- 7 -- 

Firſt; Such ſhall delight in God."' They that 
make it theip duty, it ſhall be their reward; 
As God ſonetimes puniſhes fin with lin, Hof. 
8. 11. which is # great puniſhment ; ſo he 
rewards delight in God , with delight in God, 
which is a geeat reward. They ſhall find ſuch, 
rith conſolations ,\ ſuch abundant” ſweetneſs 
and” matter of' ſatisfaCtioniin God and his 
ways as ſhall 611 the Soul with delight. Thy 
comforts delight. my foul , Pſal. 94. 19., They 
fball be abangantly ſatisfied withthe fatneſs of 
thy houſe, and thou ſhalt makg them drink_of the 
river of thy pleaſures, Plal, 36. 8,That is one 
teward-prothifed::. | 
- Secondly; {will feed thee with the heritage 

'Facob tby fathtr: Thats titeraily the bleF- 

of the land of-C anaar, given for ah in- 
heritance'to bim and = ſeed ; bnt this be- 
. +] ing 
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The Good of Early Obedience. 
ing a Type of Heaven, therefore it is the glo? 
rious iheritance above that is chiefly intend- 
ed. So that theſe ſpiritual pleaſures ſhall 
have a ſure reward : And: hence it appears, 
that though the pleaſures of ſin are for bidden 
fruit, yet the pleaſures of holineſs are not. 
They are lawful pleaſures, | 

Srxthly, The pleaſures of fin are dangerous 
pleaſures , full of danger. What Solomon 
ſays of the Harlot, Her houſe inclines to death, 
and her paths.to the dead, Prov. 2, 18. is true 


' of every lin} it is'a way thad.takes hold of 


Prov, 12+ 


atrended with an vpbraiding CO 
| e 


hell and death? Never any went on in it but; 
have miſcarried, And what pleaſure can there 
be in a way fa full of danger ? 

But in the pleaſures of godlineſs there is 
no danger ; ng fear of miſcarrying : Ar high 
way ſhall be there, and it ſhall be called the way: 
of holineſ\, the way-faring men., though feols,. 
ſhall not err therem, Iſai. 35, 8. +: Where there 
is life without death, there: muſt needs be' 


- pleaſure without danger; and-fo it is here, 


In the way of righteouſneſs « life; andin the path- 
way thereof there is no death. O-what dangers 
do men run into for the pleaſures of ſin! dan- 
gers of Soul and body, dangers of preſent 
jadgment and eternal torment; - but here is 
pleaſure without danger. 

Seventbly , Thy pleaſures of fin are diſtur- 
bed pleaſnres ; the ſmarting refleftions and 
ehecks of Conſcience do greatly interrupt the 
free injoyment of ſins delights, There are 
but few ſinners but their pleaſures in ſin are 
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The Good of Early Obedietice. 
The: beſt part of a-natural man is his Con- 
ſcience; when will and affeions are wholly 
for luſt, Conſcience many times takes pail 
with God; when afteCtions intice, conſcience 
troubles, and gives ſuch an. amazing proſpect 
of the dreadful conſequences of tin, as doth 
very much abate its pleaſures,and imbitger its 
ſweetneſs: Nay, many have been in great 
troubles and horrors for ſin upon this 8C- 
count; the gnawings of this worm within 


* have beenſuch, as have utterly extinguiſhed 


the pleaſures of ſin for the preſent: Conſci- 
ence reflects guilt, guilt cauſes fear, and fear 
bath torment, 1 John 4. 18. And in this caſe 


' the pain of fin is far more than the pleaſure ; 


for no man can act with" much pleaſure a- 
gainſt the checks of his own conſcience; And 
therefore many have been forced to find ont 
waysto quiet conſcience, or at leaſt to ſilence 
its clamors, that they may have a more free 
and undiſturbed injoyment of their luſts ; and 
this is that which hath made ſo many Hypo- 
crites' both 4mong Papiſts and Proteſtants, 
taking up a little outſide devotion, and ta- 
ling over a' few prayers to God , atid then 
thinking this a full amends to him for what 
is paſt, and ſo ſinupon a'new ſcore, Luſt 
caf't be freely injoyed unleſs conſcience- is 
ſilent; conſcience will not be ſilent unleſs 
God be ſome way owned; and hence, though 
the ſinner in his heart hates God, and the life 
of God, yet he is forced-to mingle ſomewhat 
of the prattice of devotion with a vicious 
converfation , that he rfiay at once injoy the 
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ſweet of his luſts, and yet quiet a quarrelling 
conſcience. Or if cuſtom inſin and a ſeared 
conſcience have worn out the ſenſe of ſuch 
checks and regrets, the caſe is ſo much the 
worſe : where-ever fin is practiſed, and con- 
ſcience not pained, the man is dead; paſt 
life, and paſt hope, Dr. Preſton relates of 
one in Cambriage that falling into a great ſin, 
his conſcience was troubled , but having this 
temptation upon him, That if he did the 
fame ſin again , his conſcience would trouble 
him no more ; he complied with the tempta- 
tion, and ran into the ſame ſin again z after 
which his conſcience was ſilent, and from 
that time he went on in his luſts without trou- 
ble or controul. 

But the pleaſures of godlineſs are undiſtur- 
bed pleaſures: Her ways are ways of pleaſant- 
neſs , and all her paths are peace , Prov. 3, 17, 
The ſinner hath pleaſure but no peace , but 
in the ways of God the good man hath plea- 
ſure and peace, And it muſt needs be ſweet 
where pleaſure is attended with peace. There 
is a twofold peace that doth attend the life of 
m_ Peace ſupernal, and peace internal : 

he one is a peace between God and Conſci. 
ence : The other is a peace between conſci- 
ence and a mans ſelf, And where this peace 
is, the pleaſure of the Soul muſt needs be an 
uninterrupted pleaſure. Great peace bave t 
that love thy Law , and nothing ſhall offend 
Them, Plal. z19. ly 

_ , The pleaſures of'ſin are diſtraCt- 
ing pleaſures, and this ariſes from the con- 


trariety 
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trariety. of one luſt to another. As all ſins 
are contrary to grace, ſo ſome ſins are repug- 
nant and contrary one to another,” There- 
fore you read of ſerving divers or differing 


luſt t, wonixcus &nduulacs, and from the repug- Tit. 3. 3 


nant commands of ditfering luſts the ſervice 


of fin muſt needs fill the mini! with diſtraQti- 


on, for in gratifying one luſt the ſinner dif- 
pleaſes another ; if he ſerves pride he dif- 
pleaſes covetoulſneſs, &c. 

But now in Religion there is nothing con- 
trary. Yirtmtes ſunt inter ſe connexe , there 
is a delightful harmony and correſpondence 


among all the graces of the Spirit ; he that 


acts one grace doth not contradict another, 
becauſe. of the harmony that is between 
them; and this makes the pleaſure of godli- 
neſs greater than the pleaſure of ſin can be, 


* + becauſe it is a pleaſure without diſtraftion. 


Indeed the mind may be, (and too often is) 
diſtrated from the efficacy of indwelling 
lulſts; but not from any contrariety in the 
graces of the Spirit, for one duty forwards 
another, and helps another, and makes a- 
nother the more eaſe. 

Ninthly, The pleaſares of fin are waſting 
and expenſive pleaſures z they waſte the 
ſtrength of the ſinner ;, And thou mourn at the 
laſt day when thy fleſh and thy body are conſumed, 
Prov. 5. 11. They walte the eſtate, ſin is a 
very chargeable thing z it cannot be main. 
tained without great coſt : Some mens luſts 
colt them more in a day than their families 
do ina year; many a inan ſtarves his wife 
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and ghildren to feed his luſls; and many a 
wife robs her busband to gratific her lults ; 
and by this means many a fair Eſtate bath 
becn brought to a morſel of bread, | 

But the pleaſures of godlineſs are not ſo ; 
they neither waſte the ſtrengrh nor the eſtate, 
Nct the {trengrth', for though the yoath faint 
and be weary , and the young men utterly fail, 
yet they that wait upon the Lord ſhall renew 
their (trength , they ſhall run and not be weary, 
they ſhall walk, and not faint, Wai. 40. 30, 31. 

Nor the eſtate, for though Religion calls 
for* open-handedneſs , and honouring God 
with'our ſubſtance ; yet it calls but for a part, 
unleſs' in extraordinary caſes; but luſt will 
have”all; jt is like the borſleech that: always 
crys , ' Geve, gzve ;, it is never ſatisfied. One 
Juſt is more chargeable to a ſinner to-main- 
fain, than all the graces of the Spirit are to 
a Believer, © Godlineſs never waſted any 
man, but one luſt hath conſumed many , E- 
ſtate, and Body, and Soul, and all, 

Tenthly, The pleaſures of lin are confuted 
pleaſures. The Word of God confutes them, 
ir calls them oy, Frov. 15. 21. madneſs, EC- 
Cle. 2. 2. vexation of ſpirit , Ecclel. 1. 14. 1y- 
#19 vanities, Jon. 2. 8. | | 

Good men* have confuted them ; by re- 
nouncing end diſclaiming them , eſpouling 
the worlt of Religion rather than the beſt of 
fin: Chuſing rather to ſuffer oſfi(tion with the 
peaple. of God than to injoy the pleaſures of ſim 
for a ſeaſon. Heb. 11, 25. 

Wicked men have confuted them 3; ſome- 
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times upon a dying bed ; ſometimes' under 
cohvictions. Oh how have they cryed -out 
«then againſt the accurſed pleaſures of fin; * g14, gue 
and of the folly and madneſs of their hearts t/a male 
for delighting in ſuch ſwiniſh Jults. Zutbey con/ceentie 
ſays , one drop of an evil conſcience ſwalloweth po. #>r" : 
wp 4 Whole Sea of worldly joy *. So that the gz; us. 
pleaſures of fin have had many confutations. ſorter. 
But whoever confuted the pleaſures of god- 
lineſs? The Word of God never did ; no, 
that commends and ratifies them : Her way: Prov. 3. 
are ways of pleaſantneſs, Prov. 3. 19. Good 17. 
men neverdid ; no, they juſtifie them, and 
that living and dying : Wiſdom « juſtified of 
her children, Mat. 11. 19, The enemies of 
godlineſs never did, nor could; they may 
reproach and ſcoff at the ways of God , but 
confute them they cannor, 
Eleventhly, The pleaſures 6f fin are depend- 
ing upon the creature : a man mult keep up 
a communion with carnal objects to main- 
tain them, 
Byt the pleaſures of godlineſs are indepen. 
dent ; that is, as to the creature; the Sul 
need not be beholden to any creature what- 
ever to ſupport and feed them; they flow 
from God himſelf, In the pleaſures of ſin 
the creature lers out ir ſelf,» but in the plea- 
ſace of holineſs God lets our himfelf, and all 
the creatures in the world cannot let out ſa . 
much ſweetneſs as God , nor fuch kind of 
{weetneſs as God doth. The creature com. 
municates bur to ſenſe, but God commuai- 
cates to rhe Soul. 
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_ *  , 'Twelfebly, The pleaſures of.fin are unſatis: 
fying plesſores, and needs they muſt, ;be- 
cauſe they are unſuitable and: diſproportio-- 
ned to the Soul, which is a Spirit ; whereas 
the pleaſures of ſin are ſuited to ſenſe and 
fleſh. Sothat you may as ſoon' make upa 
number with only cyphers, or make a meal 
of a ſhadow, as feed rational Spirits with ſin- 
ful pleaſures. 

And this is the reaſon why the Soul makes 
| . ſuch frequent diverſions in its purſuit of car- 
S '* . naldelights, and goes from' one pleaſure to 

* 8nother; it is.not becauſe it is better , but 
becauſe it is new, Aﬀectation of variety 

proceeds only from ſenſe of want, and is a 

confeſſion upon tryal that there is not in ſuch 

an injoyment what was expected, 

 Burthe pleaſures of godlinefs are ſatisfying 
pleaſures, Pſal. 36, 8. They ſhall be abundant- 
ly ſatfied wth the fatneſs of thy houſe ;, how 
lo? thou ſhalt make them drink of the river of 
thy pleaſures : and he that drinks of this river 
cannot but be fatisficd , and ſatisfied abun. 
PF dantly : He that drmks of the water I ſhall give 
Clitorio him ſhall never thirſt more *,, John 4. 14, The 
; + þ- Soul takes up with theſe divine refreſhments, 
F 4.4: 42% and looks no farther; it crys out with Zacob; 

| wins ſugit. T have enougb, Gen. 33. 11, | 
' ; Thiteenthly, The pleaſures of ſin are ſhort 
and tranſient. They are not only vain but 
By waniſking. The wicked mans proſperity is 
| compared to a candle ; now how ſoon is the 
(f, tandle of the wicked put out, Prov.24.20. There- 
| fore the triumphing of the wick-d #s ſaid to be 
4 « "= ls ſhort, 
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ſhort, and the jay of the hypocrite but for a mo- 
ment, Fob 20.5. I his was one reaſon why Afo- 
ſes (and'it was when ke was grown'to years 


- of diſcretion too, Heb. 11. 24,25.) choſe to ſuf- 


fer affli ion with the people of God, rather than 
to injoy the pleaſures of ſin, becauſe they were 
but for 4 ſeaſon, but momentany. Therefore 
hrly compared to the crackling of thorns under 
4 pot, Eccleſ, 7. 6. much noiſe, but little heat, 
and ſoon extin(t. © O what pleaſure did the 
rich man take in his abundance ! but how 
lang did it laſt ? He reckoned upon many 
years; but it did not continue many hours. 
Tho fool, this night ſhall thy ſoyl be required of 
thee, Luke 12. 20. 

It is impoſſible that the pleaſure of ſin 
ſhould laſt long when the life of the ſinner is 
ſo ſhort. Indeed many times the (inner out- 
lives all bis joys and delights; they tarry not 
till he dies from chem, but they die from him: 
ſometimes pining diſeaſes, ſometimes conti- 
nucd croſſes, ſometimes a worm in the conſci- 
ence extinguiſh theſe joys, and they are ne- 
ver kindled more. But if none of theſe do, 
to be ſure death doth: for when that once 
comes , then farewel the pleaſures of ſin for 
ever, Hell is too hot a Climate for wanton 
delights to live in z. ſin ſhall be ſo far from af- 
fording delight there, that the remembrance 
of it ſhall greaten their rorment. And there- 
fore if the pleaſures of fin do not die from us, 
yet we are ſure to die from them z as Pope 
Aarian (#d to his Soul when expiring : 


Que 
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ud nunc abby i loca ? - 
Nec ut ſoles dabus jacos. 
Thou art now going where there is no plea- 
ſure to be found. 

But now the pleaſure of godlineſs is dura- 
ble pleaſure : it is not tranſient and fading, 
It is not water from a fading brook, but from 
a river whoſe ſprings fail not. Therefore 
the Holy Gholt had no ſooner ſaid, Thos ſhalt 
make them drink_of the river of thy pleaſures, 
Pſal. 36. 8. but he preſently adds 10 the next 
verſe, For with thee us the fountain of life. A 
- fountain is always running, and yet is never 
exhauſted. Thg river of pleaſures which god- 
lineſs affords, is fed from a fountain that is 
overflowing and ever flowing. 

Fourteenthly , The pleaſures of ſin have a 
ſadend. There is a ſting in the tail of them 
they are like the wine Solomon ſpeaks of , that 
though it looketh pleaſantly in the cup, yet 
at the laſt it biteth likg a ſerpent , and ſtingeth 
like an adder , Prov. 23. 31, 32. The ſtollen 
waters of ſin (how ſweet ſoever they ſeem to 
be in the mouth) will be gall and wormwood 
ia the belly, even bitterneſs in the latter end. 
So ſays Zophar , Job 20. 12, 13, 14- Though 
wickedneſs be ſweet in bis month , though he hide 
it under by tonoue : Though he ſorſake it not, 
but keep it ſtill within bis month , yet his meat in 
bu bowels ts turned, it u the gall of aſps within 
him. © that ſinners would conlidec the end 
of ſin. As Abner ſaid to Foab , Knowe#t thou 
not that it will be buternefs in the latter end? 
2 Sam. 2. 26. Senſual pleaſure goes gut like 
; a 


a candle, and leaves a ſtink behind it ; great 
damps and ſorg griefs in the conſcience, Wo 
ro you that laugh now , for ye ſhall mourn and 
weep, Luke 6.25. In Iſas. 5. 14. it is faid, 
Hell hath wnlarged her ſelf, and opened her month 
without meaſure , and be that rejoyceth ſhall de- 
ſcend into it ; That is, he that lives in the plea- 
ſures of fin, his preſent pleaſure ſhall end in 
Hell : where there is puniſhment without pi- 
ty , miſery without mercy , ſorrow without 
ſuccour, miſchief without meaſure, and tor- 
ments without end. This 1s all you ſhall e- 
ver get by {n; alictle pleaſure and cternal 
cormenr. 

Bur the pleaſure of godlineſs as it is ſweet 
in the way, fo it is ſweeter in the end, Mark. 
the perfelt man, and behold the upright, for the 
end of that man « peace , Plal. 37. 37. Chriſt 
keeps the beſt wine till the laſt. The plea- 
ſures of godlineſs that good men injoy in the 
way, are not to be compared to the pleaſures 
that they ſhall injoy in the end. When the 
pleaſures of ſin ſhall end in the wrath of God 
and eternal miſery ; the pleaſures of godli- 
neſs ſhall be ſo far from being extinguiſhed, 
that they ſhall be perfeted *. For holineſs * £3 quid 


brings vs into the full fruition of God at laſt, Tale ſeceris 
voluptas 


In whoſe preſence 1: ſulneſs of joy, and at whoſe , i, do- 
right hand there are pleaſures for evermore, Pal. |, a - 
16, 11. So that we may ſay of the plea- þ quid be- 
ſures of holineſs and the pleaſures of fin, as nefeceru la- 
Solomon ſays of wiſdom and folly, Eccleſ.2.13, 3 aſt, 
Wiſdom excelleth folly as far as light excelleth _— 
darkneſs. So do the plecafures of holineſs excel 

the pleaſures of (in, And 
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And thus you have the pleaſure of Chriſts 
Yoke made out comparatively,” viz. by com- 
paring it (1) with the Toke of the Law, (2) 
with the Toke of Sin. 

(3) Ihall make it out by a collation of in- 
ſtances. And I will inſtance in the moſt dif. 
ficult duties of Religion. If the moſt difficult 
and fevere duties of Religion have a real plea- 
ſantneſs in them, then it muſt needs be good 
to come under the Toke of Chriſt ; but the 
moſt difficult duties of Religion have a real 
pleaſantneſs in them. I will inſtance in three 
which I tak< to be the moſt difficult, 

Repentance. 
Mortification of Sin. 
Bearing the Crols, 

I, Repentance. This ſeems to be one of 
the moſt difficult and unpleaſant duties which 
the Yoke of Chriſt lays us under. It is an 
afflifting the Soul, Ezra8. 21, And what 

leaſure can there be in efflifi:on ? It is a be- 
ing aſhamed and confounded for (in, Fer. 22. 
22, And what pleaſure is there in ſhame and 
confuſion ? It is a renting and breaksng the 
hearts, Foel 2. 13. Pſal. 51. 179. And what 
pleaſure can a man take to have his heart rene 
and broken? It is an exerciſing indignation 
and revenge upon our ſelves, 2 Cor. 7. 11. 
And what pleaſure is it for a man to be angry 
with, and take revenge upon himſelf ? It ſeems 
therefore upon all theſe accounts to be a very 
difficult duty ; and yet notwithſtanding it is 
a duty'full of pleaſure and ſweetneſs, And 
this will be manifeſt, 
Fir, 
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Firſt , If you conſider it in its ſpring and 
riſe. The work of repentance, if it be right, 
hath for the ſpring of it the efficacy of the 
grace of the Goſpel upon the Soul, melting 
it down at the foot of God, The ſweet ſenſe 
of the goodneſs and mercy of God in Chriſt 
thaws the heart, and cauſes it to melt into 
tears of godly ſorrow for all ſin done againſt 
ſuch infinite love and tender bowels. That 
thou mayſt remember and be confounded —becauſe 
of thy / a when I am pacified towards thee for 
all that thou haſt done, ſaith the Lord, Ezek. 16. 
63. The reconciled face of God ſhining up- 
on a ſinner makes him more aſhamed of fin 
than any argument in the world can do. - And 
there cannot but be pleafure in the exerciſe 
of this grace when it flows from ſo ſweet a 
ſpring. 

Secondly, \f you conſider how great a hand 
it hath in removing the burden of ſin. Sin 
is ſuch a burden as will ſink the Soul down to 
Hell, if it be not removed. And if any man 
feel itnot to bea burden, it is becauſe he is 
dead in fin ; but where there is any life , the 
burden is very great. Mine tniquities are gone 
over my head , as a burden they are too heavy for 
me , Plal. 38. 4. Now repentance. helps to 
remove the burden of fin; for when the Soul 
repents God forgives; arid ſo the burden is 
took away. ,The pardon of ſit is that which 
* takes away the burden of ſin : this Fob inti- 
mates in that his expoſtulation with God, 
Fob 7. 20,21, 1 am a burden to my ſelf, why 
dof thou not pardon my tranſgreſſion , and take 
away 
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away mine iniquity ? \AnG there muſt needs be 
a ſweetneſs in that which caſeth the Soul of 
ſuch a burden as ſin is. 

Third/y, It is that which renders all fin re- 
miſſible. Repentance and forgiveneſs always 
go together : true repentance ſhall ever find 
forgiveneſs; and this makes repentance very 


. tweet and pleaſant, in that it renders all tin 


remiſlible, Where-ever the Lord gives a 


| heart torepent, there he hath a heart to par- 


don. - So that a Soul that doth unfeignedly 
repent of all ſin, may be aſſured of the for. 
giveneſs of all ſin. Some call repentance a 
YAuxuTeg , A bitter-ſweet. It is a ſtormy 
voyage, bur hath arich return, At the en- 
trance it is like our Saviours draught of vine- 
gar and gall; but the concluſion is like the 
end of Fonathans rod diptin a honey-comb. 

2. Another duty is ortification of Sm ; 
and this ſeems a very difficult duty. And 
indeed to fleſh and blood it is ſo. What? to 
cut off the right hand, and pluck out the right, 
eye? This is a hard ſaying. Butyet toa re- 
generate Soul it hath real pleaſure and ſweer- 
neſsin it. And needs it mult, if you con- 
ſider 

Firſt, The enmity thatis between the new 
heart and fleſhly luſts. There is not a greater 
enmity and contrariety between any things 
in the world, than between thelg two. Light 
and darkneſs, Heaven and Hell are not more 
contrary. And fcom this contrariery of the 
Spirit to the fleſh, there is a conſtant luſting 
againſt it. Gal. 5. 17. The Firit (that = 
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the new nature): lyſts againF# the fleſh. And 
what is this {ſting ? but a deſire and endea- 
vour to ſubdue and deſtroy luſt and corrupti- 
on within. Enmity delights in oppoſition. 
What greater pleaſure than to conquer and 
get the better of an enemy ? The reaſon wh 
the mortification of ſin is grievous, is becauſe 
of rhe friendſhip that is between the heart 
 andiuſt, Didwe look on it as an enetny, 
(as it is the greateſt in the world) the ſubdu- 
ing of it would be a pleaſure. 

Secondly, If you conſider the miſchievous 
deſign that is carried on by ſin. And what 
is that ? but to deſtroy the Soul, Nothing 
teſs can ſatisfie luſb than the life of the Soul. 
What is ſaid ofthe Harlot (Prov. 6. 26.) 
that ſbe hunts ſor the precious life, is true of 
every luſt; which is therefore ſaid to war 4- 
gainf the ſoul, '1 Pet. 2. 11. againſt the grace 
of the Soul , againſt the comforr of the Soul, 
and againſt the Ge of the Soul. - Therefore - 
he that loves his Soul cannot but take plea- 
ſore in mortifying of luſt, which hunts for 
the life of it. 

Thirdly, It is pleaſant as it eſtabliſhes a 
firm peace in the Conſcience. That is the 
trueſt pleaſure which miniſters moſt peace 
and quiet to Conſcience. He that gratifies 
luſt, offends againſt the quiet of Conſcience; 
bur he that mortifies ſin, conſults its peace 
and- comfort. 

Fourthly, It is pleaſant as a means to the 
end. Our eternal life depends upon the mor- 
tifying our luſts. Rom. 8; 13. If ye live _ 

t 
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the ye ſhall dye ,, but if ye through the ſpirit 
—_—_ ing the wget ſhall live. 4" 


- mortification no Salvation. ' If there be:no 


cutting off right hand luſts , there can be no 
ſtanding at the right hand of :Chriſt. Now' 
we fay, Fins dat amabilitatem mediis : The 
goodneſs of the end puts a lovelineſs into the: 
means. How delightful then muſt the mor- 
tifying of ſin be , whenas the1ife of the Saul 
is ſecured by it? : hta$F-:7% 

3- Another difhculty is bearing the (off; 
Many can follow Chriſt till they come within 
ſight of the Croſs, but can go. no farther, Like 
the ſtony ground Profeſſor , who endures. for 
a while , bus when perſecution; ariſes becauſe of 
the word, by and by be is offendtd, ' Mat. 13.21. 
But where the kingdom of Gad is come with pawer 
into the heart, the Soul takes pleaſure in the 
very Croſs of Chriſt. 7 take pleaſure ir infir- 


mities, in reproaches, in neceſſities, in perſecuts- 


- 01s, tn diſtreſſes for Chrifts ſake, 2 Cor. 12. 10. 


And it is ſaid of the Apoſtles (As 5.41) 
They rejoyced that they mere counted worthy to 


ſuffer ſhame for his name. 


And thus Ihave made it. out to you that 
obedience to Chriſt is matter of real pleaſure, 
and that three ways, (1) politively; (2) cam- 
paratively., (3) by a collation of inſtances. 
I have inſtanced in the moſt difficult dutics 
of Religion, and have made it out that there 
is a real pleaſure in them} and it in-them, 
then in all. - So that Religions worlt is bet- 
ter than. ſins beſt ;, the-worſt of Ghriſts Yoke 
is eaſier than the eaſieſt of ſins bonds, As the 
Apoſtle 


" 
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Apoſtle ſays (1 Cox. 1, 25 ) The fookſbmeſs 
of God is wiſer than men, and the weakneſs of 
God is ſtronger than men}, 1o the moſt ynplea- 
ſant of Chriſts ways are more ſweet and de- 
lighrful than the moſt pieaſunt of fins ways 


can be; and therefore « :s good for a man 
that he bear the yoke in his youth. 


mm . WO 8 & & &@ mn 


CHAP. VII 


Stme Objeftions again#t early Obedience an- 
ſwered. 
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N OW in the next place I ſhall endeavour 
to remove the ſtumbling blocks which 
, Satan and a corrupt mind are wont to lay in 
) the way of young ones, to hinder their com- 
| plying with this duty of takingwup the Toke of 
Chriſt betimes ; by anſwering ſuch objeCti- 
| ons as are uſually made againſt it. 
| Objeft. 1. The firſt ſtumbling block I ſhall 
| name , and endeavour to remove, is about 
the unchangeable Decrees of God. Hatthi 
no? God (fay ſore) immutably fixed the eter- 
nal condition of every man ? Hath he not 
choſen ſuch as ſhall be ſaved, and paſſed by 
the'reſt? And who can reſiſt his Will, or al 
ter his Counſels which have been from ever- 
laſting ? If Gad hath eleted me to eternal 
life; his purpoſes ſhall ſtand ; they can never 
be diſannulled. My fin can never fruſtrate 
Gods Election ; and therefore my Salvation 
is ſure, And on the other hand, if God hath 


Q_ ſhut 
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ſhut me out of Heaven by the fatal Decree 
of his Preterition'\, all my duties and indea- 
vours can never reach to reverſe the Decree, 
And therefore theſe arguments for taking 
up the Toke of Chriſt betimes are of little 
force, and to little purpoſe. Now in anſwer 
to this Objection I would fay theſe five 
things. 

Anſw.. 1. Weare not to look to the Decree 
of God for a rule of life , but to the Word of 
God, It is not what his ſecret purpoſe is, ſo 
much 8s what his reveal:d Will is. Setrer things 
belong to the Lord, but revealed things to us and 
to our children for ever , that we may ao all the 
word: of this Law , Deut. 29. 29, The De- 
cree can neither be a rule of life, nora 
ground of hope, but the Precept and the Pro- 
miſe. So far as the Precept is our guide, the 
Promiſe will be our incouragement.. He that 
ſins againſt the Goſpel , and rejects the Yoke 
of Chriſt, no Decree can ſave him; and he 
that gives up himſelf co conform in heart and 
life to the will and word of Chriſt, no Decree 
of God ſhall ever hurt him. 

2. Though the Decree of God be as deter- 
minate in other matrers as in that of Salvation 
and Damnation, yet no man reſts vpon that. 
God hath fixed the period of every. mans life z 
His days are determined , the number of bis 
months 15 with thee, thou baſt appointed his boundg 
that he cannot paſs. Now will any man neg- 
left his meals becauſe God hath determined 

his days ? Will he fay, If Iecat and drink I 
ſhall live never the longer ; if 1 never eat 
more 
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more I ſhall not dyc a day the ſooner ? There 
is no man ſo bereft of ſeuſe as to leave his lite 
upon the decree of God without uling means 
to preſerve it ;, for 

3. The Decree is not only of the end, but 
allo of the means. Faith and obedience are 
as much decreed by God as eternal life. Hence 
ye read of being choſen ro ſalvation throurh 
ſanttification of the Spirit, and belief of the truth, 
2 Theſſ. 2. 13. And the Apoſtle to the Ephe- 
ſrans ſays , God hath choſen us in him (viZ. 
Chriſt) before the foundttion of the world, that 
we. ſbould be holy, Epheſ. 1. 4. Holineſs is as 
much decreed as happineſs. There is no ſuch 
thing in all the Scripture as EleCftion to $21- 
vation ſeparate from faith and holineſs. The 
means and the end go together : the Scri- 
pure is not made up only of promiſes for the 
1ncouragement of kope, but of direCtions for 
the furtherance of holineſs. And therefore 


4. Though the Kingdom of Heaven be Matt. 25. 
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prepared by the Decree, yet it muſt be ſought 34- 


by an eafly diligence in duty. Though it is 


Gods good pleature to give ir, yet it mult be n—__ I2., 


Matr. 6.3% 


our work to. ſeek it; though it be deſigned 
forus, yet it mult ſafer violence by us, and 


we mult rake it by force, or we ſhall never Marr. 12. 
10joy it, notwithſtanding Gods choice and #2 


Chrilts purchaſe. The land of Canaan (a 
typeof Heaven) was a land of Promiſe, bur 
yet they cannot- poſſeſs upon the promile, 
without fighting their way to the inheri- 
tance. 

S- In the day of Judgment God will not 
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proceed with men upon Election and Repro- 
bation, butupon their obedience or diſobe- 
dience to his Law. He will render to every man 
according to his deels. To them who by patient 
continuance in well-doing , ſeek, for glory, and 
honour , and immortaluy, eternal be But to 
them that are contentious and do not obey the 
truth, but obey unrighteouſneſs ; indignation and 
wrath, ItisJaid, God will judge the world in 
righteouſneſs, ACts 17. 31. Now righteoul- 
nefs in judgmeti; is to diſtribute to every one 
according to his work}. God will vindicate 
the juſtice of his proceedings in that day by 
making the Word the rule of his Judgment 
co all that are under it, Fob 12.48. And 
every mans Conſcience a witneſs in the caſe, 
Rom. 2. 15. 

Le: no man therefore deceive himſelf by 
groundleſs concluſions about the ſecret De-' 
crees of God, and ſo indulge himſelf in a 
ſinful negle& of duty to the erernal ruine of 
his Soul. a 

Objett. 2. Another ſtumbling-block that 
lies in the way of young ones to hinder their 
taking up the Yoke of Chriſt is this, That ear- 
ly Religion ſeldom comes to any thing, They 
that mind Religion young , ſetdom hold our 
long. A young Saint and an old Devil*. 

Anfw. The deſign of the Devil and wicked 
men in this Objection is to decry early holi- 
neſs; as if it were time enough to ſeek after 
God and grace when we are dropping into 
the grave. Now to fuch I would fay three 


things. 
Anſw. 
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Anſw. 1. This ObjeCtion is founded upon 
a notorious falſhood ; for it ſuppoſ:s that true 
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grace is utterly looſable ; that a Child of - 


God may periſh for ever z which the Scri- 
ptore doth expreſly conſute. Where the ſeed 
of God is once ſowed in the heart, it never 
dies; it is never loſt, nor plucked up ; « re- 
mains in him, 1 John 3. 9. Solomon lays, Train 
up 4 child in the way he ſhould go , and when he 
is old he will not depart from it , Prov. 22.6. 
So that this ProverÞ of 4 young Saint and an 
old Devil is none of Solomon's. 

2. It is tive, that where a profeſſion of 
Religion is takcn up in Hypocrilie, it com- 


- monly ends in Apoſtalie, Sothat it may be 


ſaid, A youns Hypocrite and an old Apo ate. 
But where do you find that any that truly 
feared God did ever depart from him? Oba- 
diah feared the Lord from his youth : and as he 
began with God , fo he ended. FJefiah was 
good betimes; at eight years old ; and he 
held it tothe lalt : He turned not afide to the 
riobt hand or to the left, David was a young 
Convert, and he dicd an old Saint, Thou art 
wy hope , O Lord God, thou art my truſt from 
my youth , there is his beginning. My fleſb 
and my heart faileth, but God is the ſtrength of 
my heart and my portion for ever , there 1s his 
ending, [ might inſtance in Samuel, Zeremy, 
John, Timothy, &c. theſe hegan with God in 
their youth ; took up the Toke betimes; and 
ſo they continved a!l their days. He that 
chaſes Gad for his chief good and higheſt 
LoiC at fir}, finds ſo much happineſs ia hig, 

| QA that, 


Pſal. 71. $, 


Plal. 73; * 
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Phutarch. 
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that he will never leave him at laſt. Beſides, 
the Covenant of God is ſure, and one branch 
of itis, I will put my fear mm their hearts, that 
they ſhall not depart from me, Jer. 32.40. 

3. Should not the gicac uncertainty of life 
ſilence this Objection ? We have no ſecurity 
for another day ; much leſs that we ſhall live 
till the keepers of the houſe tremble, and the prin- 
ders ceeſe, and they that look out of the windows 
be darkened, &c, As Solomon elegantly de- 
ſcribes old age, Eccleſ. 12, 3. Our candle 
may blow out as well as burn out 5 One dies 
in full ſtrength , being wholly at eaſe and quiet, 
his breaſts are full of milk,, and bis bones moiſt. 
ned with marrow, Job 21. 23, 24. And ſhalt 
ve be afraid of taking up the Toke of Chriſt 
too ſoon? Or tuppoſe you ſhould live to old 


. age, yet ſuch as turn their backs upon Chriſt 


while they are young, it is rare if ever they 
come to take up the Toke of Chrilt when they 
are old; as a young Saint will never leave 
Chriſt, ſo an 0!d Sinner will bardly ever em- 
brace him. 

Or if he wou!d, 1t may be too late; his 
ſeaſon of grace may be paſt, Ir is ſtoried of 
Hanebal, that when he could have taken 
Rome,he would not; and when he would have 
taken it, he cou'd not. And is it not the cafe 
of many ? When they may find Chriſt, they 
will rot ſeek him; and when they would ſeek 
Chriſt , they cannot find him : when they 
may have mercy, they don't prize it; and 
when they wov!d have-mercy, they can'tob- 


'tzin it, Hethat in bis yourh reckons it too 
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early to be converted, ſhall in old age fin it 
is t00 late to be ſaved. 

Objeft. 3. Angether ſtumbling-block that 
lies in the way of young ones to hinder their 
taking up the Toke of Chrift, is the auſterities 
of Religion ; it is a work too ſevere tor green 
years , ' and better ſuits gray hairs. Who 
doth not ſee what a melancholy thing Reli- 


gion is* ? it takes a man off from all his * $97ritus 
pleaſures and delights, and dui!s and beſots Caluinia- 
the Spirits; and therefore when once a man %%% /p5r4- 


takes up this courſe, never let him expeCt to 
ſee good day more, This is another ſtum- 


. bling ſtone, which I ſhall endeavour to re- 
" move out of the wdy by theſe four Conſide- 


rations, # 

eAnſw. 1. Conſider who they are that 
Charge Religion with thele ſeverities. Are 
they ſuch as ever were under the power of it ? 
Have they ever lived over its precepts, and 
embraced its promiſes, and raſted irs ſweet- 
neſſes ? Are they ſuch as can fay they have e- 
ver made any ſerious tryal of godlineſs ? No, 
I know they are not; for if they had , they : 
would paſs another judgment ; their own ex- 
periences would contute a thouſand of theſe 
groundleſs pretences. No man ever took up 
Religion in earneſt, and heartily ſubmitted 
himſelf ro the Toke of Chriſt, but hath found 
it quite another thing. /r is good for me to draw 
near to Cod, Pſal. 73. 28. 

And if this be ghe charge of ſuch as never 
made atryal what Religion and a holy life is, 
why ſhou!d any man regard it ? For they ſpeak. 

Q4 ev4 | 
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= V. 10. evil of thoſe things they know not. This wiſdom 
10V-24-7- i too kugh for a fool; and they condemn it be- 


Tirtul. 


Keb., $.14+ 


cauſe they do not unierſtand it. And how 
vareaſonable is this? Solomon ſays, He that 
anſwers a matter before bg hears (41, e. under- 
ſtands) it , it © folly and ſhame to him , Prov. 
18. 13. and yef in Religion notking more 
common; who were they that in the Apo- 
Nles days accounted the doCtrine of a crucified 
Chriſt fooliſhneſs ? but ſuch as underſtood leaſt 
of it. And who are they that mock at the 
doctrine of imputed righteouſneſs , of the reſts. 
wony of the Spirit in Believers, and of aſſurance 
of Salvation, but the blind Papiſts wha neyer 
felt the power and condort of theſe things ? 
And, Q»44 irnuins quam ut oderint homines quod 
zenorant ? Nothing more hat ful than for a 
man to hate and condemn what he doth not 
underſtand. Therefore 
2, Conſider what is the judgmept of good 
men in the caſe, who have inured themſelves 
toa life of godlineſs; theſe are the hittelt per- 
ſons to determine the matter , having had 
their ſenſes exerciſed to diſcern between good and 
evil. 1n other caſes you do ſo; it you want 
aGvice about matters of Law, you will go to 
an experienced Lawyer ; Or if you adviſe a- 
bour your health, you will conſult the moſt 
experienced Phyſician. If you would be fa- 
tisficd of ſuch or ſuch a Count:y , whom 
would you inquire of ? ſuch as write at ran- 
dom of ir, but never ſet foot in it ? Or would 
you got rather take the judgment of ſuch as 
have keen it, lived in it, and known the Laws 
ag and 
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and Manners of it ?- theſe can ſpeak by ex- 
perience, and ſo can every ſincere profeſſor, 
John 3. 11, We ſpeak, that we know, and teſti- 
fie that we have ſeen, and 1 Fohn 1. 3. That 
which we bave beard, which we bave ſeen with 


' Onr eyes, which we have looked upon , and our 


hands have handled of the word of life, declare 
we wnto you, And what is their judgment in 
the caſe? why they have commended-the 
life of Godlineſs as the moſt pleaſant and 
delightful life in the world, and the fulleſt 
of true joy and ſweetneſs. One day in thy 
Canrts 15 better than a thouſand elſervhere, Plal. 
84. 10, Her ways are ways of pleaſantnej;, and 
all her paths are peace, Prov. 3. 17. 

how is Paul raviſhed with the joys of a life 
of Godlineſs; hence he ſpeaks his abound- 
ing conſolations by Chriſt, and crys out, God 
forbid I ſhould glory ſave only tn the Croſs 
of Chriſt, Galat. 6. 14, Ard this is not the 
ſenſe ot David and+ Solomon, and the Apoſtle 
Parl only, but of all the Saints of God that 
ever lived; and they have not only faid ir, 
but have praCtically atteſted it, and that un- 
defiiably in this, that never any one of them 
when they once took up the Toke of Chriſt, 
ever cat it off again, but have lived and 
died witneſſes to this truth. 

3. The forrows and dejcftions that Chri- 
ſtians are at any time filled with, are ner 
from Godlineſs, but from want of more God- 
lineſs ; not from Grace, but fromthe imper- 
fection of Grace; their tins and failings are 
the-only cauſes of their {o:10ws and troubles, 
Could 
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Eonld they fin leſs they ſhould have 'lefs 
ſorrow; and it is a moſt righteous thing 


that where fin is commirted it ſhould be be. . 


wailed. If no man can live without in, 
then how can it be that a man can loye God 
and not mourn and ſorrow for ſinning againſt 
him ? God will have every man hving be- 
wail and repent of (in at one time or other ; 
if not here, yet in hell. And then the que- 
ſtion is, which is beſt ? here repentance ends 
in remiſſion, but in hell it ends in deſpera- 
tion. Sorrow for ſin now hath a bleſſing 'in 
it, it ends in comfort, e Watt. 5. 4. Pal. 
126. 5. 6. But forrow for fin hereafter 
greatens torment, This ſorrow will have 
an end, but that 1s without end. What are 
thoſe merry Greeks, that ſported away their 


time and their Souls in this world, doing now 


in hell? they are repenting without hope, 
and forrowing without end; weeping and wail- 
in7 and gnaſhing of teeth at their own folly and 
madneſs. And which is beſt, (the ſinner be- 
ing Judge) to go mourning to Heaven, where 
all tears ſhall be wiped away; or laughing to 
hell, where ſuffering and forrowing (hall 
be without end? 

4. Why ſhould a life of Religion be a dull 
and beſotring life? what is there in it that 
ſhould make it ſo ? Doth it prohibit us any 
pleaſures or delights ? no, none,but what are 
incompetent to us as men; and waich make 
us rather beaſts than men. And for theſe 
it gives better pleaſures in their room : Peace 
that ' paſſes underſtanding, \nward © we" 

remwtit- 
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reſulting from a witneſſing conſcience ; com» 
forts that flow from an upper ſpring, from ;Cin, 
divine love manifeſted, and commnnion with x. 12. 
God injoyed. Theſe are ſpiritual pleaſures 
and delights, of the ſame nature and kind 
with thoſe which in a fuller meaſure and 
greater degree of injoyment do make up the 
ſtate of bleſſedneſs. 
joy unſpeakable and full of glory, 


And hence it is called 


So that your joys and delights are not 


extinguiſhed but raiſed: Religion doth nor 


extirpate them, but tranſplant them out of 
Eeypt that they may grow in Canaan. Re- 
li;gron ſpiritualizcth and ſanftificth your joys, 
but doth not extinguiſh them. So far then 
Religion is not chargeable with our droops 


and Culineſles. 


Are they any of the precepts of Religion 
that cauſe this? that cannot be; for there is 
no duty God commands but what hath a 
certain and dire&t tendency to the comfort 
and happineſs of the creature. And there- 
fore the promiſes are not only ſaid to rejoyce 
the heart, but the precepts too. Pſal. 19. 8. 
The ſtatutes of the Lord are right rejoycing 


the beart, 


Is it any Grace of the Spirit we are called 
to the exerciſe of, that is of a dejeCting ten- 
dency ? no, that cannot be neither, for Peace 
and Joy are the proper fruit of Grace, fill 
with peace and joy #n believing, The highelt 3” 
excrCiſes of Grace bring forth the ſweeteſt 
Peace, and the richeſt Comfort, 'which 1s 
evident 1a this, that in Heaven where the 


Saints 


% 
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Saints are in the higheſt exerciſe of Grace, 
there they injoy the moſt. perfet comforts 
and delights. Therefore if Religion prohi- 
bits no lawful delights; if its precepts im- 
poſe no beſotting ſervices; if it improves 
thoſe graces,the perfeftion whereof is attend- 
ed with perfe@t joy and delight; then Re- 
ligion is no melancholy beſotting thing, 
there is nothing in it but what is deſirable 
and lovely z; and therefore, whereas the Ob- 
jeftion ſays, farewel all good days when 
once young ones come to be Religious : 1 
ſay, nay, the word of God ſays, they muſt 
never look to ſee good days till then. 1 Per. 
3. Io, 11. He that will love life and ſee good 
days, let him refrain bis tongue from evil, and 
his lips that they ſpeak, no guile;, let him eſchew 
evil and do good. Let no man therefore be 
diſcouraged from taking up the Toke of Chrilt 
upon this pretence, 

Obje&. 4. Another prejudice that lieth in the 
way of young ones to hinder their takipg up 
the Toke of Chriſt betimes, is the difficulty of 
it, The duties Religion binds upon us are an 
intolerable burden; its laws are very rigid, 
| and its precepts uneaſie ; it commands duty 
[ utterly contradiftory to our affeftions and 

intereſts; to deny our ſclves, to love our ene- 
mies, tO bleſs them that curſe us, to mortifie our 
grembers, tO cut off our ri0bt hand, and pluck out 
John 6.66, 97 right eye, GCC. Theſe are bard ſayings, who 
| can hear them ? difficult duties and who can 
| perform them ? wha can enter in at this ſtrase 
gate, and walk in this rarrow way without 
Fainting ? Now 


Plal. 34+ 
I'2s 


Trace, 
forts 
YTrohj. 
$ 1m- 


» a ws 


| The Good of Early Obedience. 


Now I would obviate this Objeftion thus. 
Anſw. 1. Either this is the way to Heaven 
and there is no other, 'or it is not. If it 
be not, then the Bible is a lye, and the whole 
of Religion is a grand cheat; and God in 
all his precepts- and promiſes is the greateſt 
Impoſtor and Deceiver that ever the world 
knew. But who hath a forehead to aſſert 
this, which is the higheſt; Blaſphemy that 
can be imagiaed ? 

And if this be the way to Heaven, and 
there is no other ; as moſt certaig it is, Je- 
ſus Chriſt himſelf the true and faithful wit- 
neſs every where atteſts it, Matt. 7. 14. 
Strgit is the gate and narrow the way that leads 


1 ro life. And verſ. 21. Not every one (not any, 


one) that ſays to me, Lord, Lord, ſball enter 
into the kingdom of heaven, but he that doth the 
will of my father which is in heaven; © Matt. F. 
29, 30. If thy right eye offend thee pluck it ont, 
if thy right hand offend thee cut it off, and caſt 
it -from thee, for it 1s better for thee-that one 
of thy members ſhould periſh than that thy whole 
body ſhould be caſt into hell, Matt. 16. 24. 1f 
any man will come after me, let bim deny bins 


ſelf, and take up bis croſs and follow me; ſor 24+ 25 


whoſoever will ſave his life ſhall loſe it, and who- 
foe ver will loſe bis life for my ſake ſhall find ir, 
Matt. 18. 3. FVerily 1 ſay unto you, except ye 
be converted and become as litlt - children, ye 
ſhall not enter into. the kingdom of heaven. 
Moſt evident it is by theſe and a hundred 
Scriptures more, that there is no other way 
to Heayen but this; and if ſo, then no dit- 
fch!ties 
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ficulties ſhould deter us from it, how. ma” 
ny and great ſoever they be. We ſhould ac- 
count no pains, no labour too much in ſo 
important a concern as this, which is the oze 
thing needful, Nay, difficulties ia the ſervice 
of God ſhould rather excite than diſcourage ; 
will ye ſerve God with that which coſt you 
nothing ? conſider that though the gate, be 
ſtrait , and the way narrow, yet it heads to 
life. 

2, Hath not the ſervice of fin its difficul- 
ties too? yea greater than any that are im- 
poſed by the Toke of Chriſt? the commands 
of {in are unreaſonable, beptiſh,' full of can-, 
tradiction:, and therein full of difficulty, 
and ſlavery, asl have faid; and therefore the 
carnal ſinner is in this ſelf condemned, in that 
he objects the difficulties of Religion there- 
by to;keep off the Toke of Chrilt, and: yer 
at the ſame time; yields. a willing obedience 
to his luſts notwithſtanding all.che difficul- 
ties that attend them, which are as great ar 
greater than thoſe of Religion: can be. 

Suppoſe that Religion doth call a man to 

t with all; as ſometimes it. doth : doth 
not luſt do the ſame? and where one man 
hath ſacrificed his all to Religion, many 
have ſacrificed their all tgtheic laſts. How 
many have drunkenneſs and- gluttony un- 
done ? how. many have been brought to beg. 
gery by pride and exceſs ? how. many have 
been bronght to.4 morſel of bread by the who- 
riſh woman? Beſides, whatever a man lo» 


(es for; God and Religion, God hath enga- 
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ed to make it up again, Mate. 19. 29. But 
* a man waſlts all upon the ſervice of his 
luſts, who makes up that again ? there is 
none to make up his loſs, but the waſt will 
make guilt great, and his account grievous. 

It may be you account it hard that Re- 
ligion and the ſeryice - of God require fo 
much of your time ; and doth not the world 
and luſt require as much of their followers, 
and that for meer dreams and ſhadows ? 
and, wby ſhould it be more burdenſome to 
live to God than to the Fleſh? or to ſpend 
time in- ſeeking and ſerving God for eter- 
nal bleſſedneſs, than in ſeeking and ſerving 
the world for empty vanities, which either 
we cannot get ; or if we do,we cannot keep? 

Doth Religion at any time expoſe a man 
to ſufferings, to corporal pains, and death ? 
So doth Juſt much more. O how great are 
the pains of Hatred ! the torments of Enyy,! 
that one luſt of Vncleamneſs ;, what pains and 
miſeries hath it expoſed men unto,and where 
one dies a Martyr for Chriſt, thouſands dye 
Martyrs to their Juſts, having their days 
ſhortened by exceſs 1a ſin, beſides the end- 
leſs rorments that follow alter. So that they 
who complain of the difficulties of. Religi, 
on, find greater in the way of theix..luſt;, 
and therefore are ſclf-condemned in that they 
ſerve them without complaining. 

3. The difficulties of Religion do not a- 
riſe from the nature of the Precept., but 
from the indiſpoſition of the ſubject. Ic 
is the fleſh that makes the commandment 
grievous. 
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grievous. - This indifpoſition of the Subject ' 
may be conſidered twe ways. 

(1.) Asit is in ics full ſtrength and-effi- 
cacy. And thus it is in all unregenerate per- 
ſons, whereby every cotnmand of God is a 
burden, The carnal wind is etmity againſt God, 
for it is not ſubjett to the lat of God, nor indeed 
can be, Rom: 8. 7. 

(2.) As being in part cured arid taken a- 
way by a ſaving principle and habit of Grace 
wrought in the heart. And thus it is in all 
ſuch as are converted to God ; fo that the 
power of Sin is in part broken, and the pow:- 
er of Grace in part ſet up: and hence the be- 
liever is acted by contrary principles ; there 
is the new was and the old, the fleſh and the 
ſpirit, the regenerate part and the unregenerate : 
and theſe are the rws armies in the Shulamite 
which ye read of, Cart. 6. 13. Thatis, the 
fleſh with its Ioſts, and the ſpirit with its 
Graces oppoſing one another in the whole 
of a Chriſtians obedience. There is a wil 
and a will not ;, a delight and a regret in 
the ſame perſon about the ſame precept. 
So far as Grace is wrought, duty is eaſe ; 
ſo far as Sia remains and interpoſes, 0+ 
Gedience is a burden. Were fin fully de. 


.-Aroyed out of our natures and grace perfect- 


ed, there would be no difficulty in any duty; 
no burden in obedience, becauſe there would 
be an univerſal and compleat ſuitableneſs be- 
tween the heart and the work, as there-is 
in Heaven between the will of a Saint and 
the will of God fo that it is remaining = 
nat 
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that makes duty difficult. Labour therefore 
to ſhake off fin, and beg of God to write his 
Law ifi your hearts, ahd then nothing in Re- 
ligion will be difficuit, | 

Objeft. 5. Another ſtone of Numbling to 
hinder young Ones ftom taking up the Tckg 
of Chriſt, is the ſcoffs and ſcorns that attend 
it, The ſerious profeſſors of 'Chriſtianity are 
a ſet every where ſpoken againſt, AQ\$28, 22. 
One while they are Puritans and Preciſtans, 
another while Se aries and Schiſmaticks, ano- 
ther while Fanaticks and Whypgs ;, Varying the 
phraſe accordihg to the node of the times. 
And who can endure to be made the ſcoff 
and jcer of the age ? by reaſon of this many 
are aſhamed of Chriſt and his Toke. Now to 
remove this ſtumbling ſtone, I would tave 
theſe eight things ſeriouſly conlidered, 

Ajpſw, 1. This is no new thing. Have there 
rot in all ages beeti ſore tongues ſet on fire 
of Hell from Iſhmael Cay till now ? the Dc- 
vil hath never becn without his Inſtrunients 
to vilify and throw dirt in the face of Retli- 
gion, and of the ſ:rvants of God who pro 
ſeſs and 'owne it, Was not holy David the 
ſong of 'the D. uakard ? was not the Apoſtle 
Paul branded for an Heratick? Aﬀts 24. 14, 


a baſe fellow, Adts 15. 18. * a peſtilent. fellow, , 
a mover of ſeditioi, a ſeftary ; nay, aringlead , 
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er of the ſeftaries, Afts 24.5. and yet one of E4 avis #: 


the beſt men that ever lived in the World, appeliats, 


Qur Lord Chriſt himſelf, boly, barmleſs, tnde. £4794 & 


$f apta,neq; ad diliftandum,ſolita in triviis cadentia ſemina legere, tx 
oc homines nn(lius pret4s ſpermalogos appellare conſuruerynt Clar. in loc. 
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Heb. 7.26. filed, ſeparate ſom ſinners, as he was; yet 


was he not free from the reproach of wicked 
tongues, What was he but ar enemy to the 
government, a friend of publicans and ſinners, 
a ghutton, a winebibber , a blaſpbemer ;, and 
what not in the cenfure of the Tories of that 
day? And ſhall the Diſciple be above bis Ma- 
ſter, or the Servant above bis Lord? It is e- 
nough for the Diſciple that he be as his Maſter, 
and the Jervant as bi Lord; f they have called 
the Maſter 4 the houſe Beelzebub, how much 
more ſhall they call them of his houſhold ? 

And why do they deal thus by Chriſt, but 
to leſſeg the number of his followers? if we 
let bim alone, all men will believe'on bim, Joha 
11.48, It is the Devils cunning to keep Re- 
ligion and its followers under cenſure and re- 
proach, that young ones may. be kept from 
inquiring into it, and may ſuſpect rather 
than ſearch ; and condemn that out of igno- 
rance and upon vulgar clamour, which upon 
knowledge they could not but love and pro- 
feſs. The Devil doth by Religion as the Hea- 
thens of old did by its profeſlers and follow- 
ers, wrap them up in the Skins of wild Beaſts, 
and then throw them to be torn in pieces 
and devonred. He burdens Religion with 
fcaridals and prejudices, and ſo makes many 
hate and decry it, who would otherwiſe ſee 
a Beanty in it and imbrace it, This is the 
ue deſign the Devil is driving on. He 
ath,as one ſays, tryed the rage of the migh- 
ty, the knowledge of the learned, but theſe 
have not prevailed againſt Religion, _ 
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fore now he ſets the Apes and Drollers upon 
it. 

' 2, Hath not the Holy Ghoſt warned and 
inſtructed us if this before hafd, that there 
ſhould bea ſcoffing generation in the laſt days? 
2 Pet. 3. 3. There ſhall come in the laſt days 
ſeoffers : but why doth he ſay in the laſt days 
ſhall come ſcoffers? Not. becauſe the fore- 
going days were free from this evil, for they 
bave been in all ages (as I ſaid before.) But 
the laſt days ſhall be more infeſted with 
them ; that is, 

Firſt, They ſhall be more numerous in the 
laſt days than ever before. All ages have 
had them, but the laſt days ſhall abound with 
them. And it is ſo, for never was the num- 
= of ſcoffers at Religion ſo great as at this 

ay. 

Secondly, They ſhall be more notorious in 
the laſt days than ever before. And no doubt 
but this age hath out done all the former in 
the degrees of this ſia; that is, with great- 
er impudence of fait, and with more circums- 
ſtances of guilt, Formerly it was done covert- 
ly, but now openly ; in all companies, upon 
all occaſions, 1n all places, not only in Ta- 
yerns and Play-Houſes , but in Prefles and 
Pulpits. 

here are three ſorts of perſons that ate 


great Enemies to Religion, and the lalt days, 


ſhall abound with them. And they are, ſuri- 

ous perſecutors,, ſubtle deceivers, and profane 

ſcoffers.. 

3 Who are they that thus make a fcoff 
R 2 aad 
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and jeer of Religion and its followers? are 
they men of wiſdom and underſtanding ? 
men of conſcience and vertue ? noſuch thing. 
But they are undcr one of theſe two Chara- 
cters; either they are perſons of great igne- 
rance, of of great bruitiſhneſs; men of blind 
minds, or debauched conſciences. 

Firſt, Men of blind minds, and ſuch as are 
ignorant of Religion ; either of the power 
of its precepts, or of the ſweetneſs of its 
comforts. Nazzanzen ſpeaks of ſome igno- 
rant perſons that condemned learning, be- 
cauſe they had not the $kill to attain to it. 
It may be ſaid of Religion as was ſaid of old 
of art, it hath no Enemy but the ignorant. 
Had they known it, they would not have crucified 
the Lord of Glory, 1 Corinth. 2. 8. So did 
men but know what Religion is, they would 
revece it, and not ſcoff at it. - But the God 
of this world hath blinded their minds, 2 Cor. 
4.4. And who values the judgment of a 
blind man ? why then ſhould any one be dil. 
couraged from owning Religion by the ſcoffs 
of ſuch as know nothing of it? or, 

Secondly, They are ſenſualiſts; men ſoak- 
ed in ſenſual pleaſures, and ſwayed by bru- 
tiſh appetite ; ſwilling Sots, Debauchees, 
beaſtly Bufſoons, men of profligate Lives 
and Conſciences, 2 Pet. 3, 3. who never had 
the leaſt ſavour of the things of Religion : 
and are theſe competent Judges of the {weet- 
neſs of the heavenly life? what do they 
know of the things they ſcoff at and reproach ? 
ask them what Religion is, and they are 
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not well enough catechiſed to make an an- 
ſwer. They underſtand the neweſt faſhions, 
the wittieſt Plays, the moſt taking Healths, 
= Oaths, (things ſuitable to their 
huffing humour) but as for the ways of God, 
they are far above out of their ſight, Plal. 19, 
5. And therefore a« brute beaſts, made to be 
taken and deftroyed, they ſpeak_evil of the things 
they underſtand not, and ſhall utterly periſh m 
their own corruption, 2. Pet. 2, 12. 

4. Conſider why they ſcoff at Religion, 
and at them who profeſs and practiſe it ? 

Firſt, Why do they ſcoff at Religion? but 
becauſe it would reſtrain their luſts, and ob- 
ſtruct theic ſinful courſe which they are bent 
upon. And therefore they diſcountenance 
Religion that they may the better counte- 
nance their luſts. There ſhall come in the laſt 
days ſcoffers, walking aſter their own luſt, 2. Per. 
3. 3. mark, it 1s Hr the ſake of their Juſts 
that Religion is ſcorned and hated. , It is 
from an evil life that any man reproaches 
Godlineſs; they hare the livht, and come not to 
it, leſt their deeds ſhould be reproved, John 
Z- 20. 

Secondly, Why do they [coſt at them that 
profeſs and own Religion? but becauſe they 
will not be Beaſts, nor offer violence to their 
Reaſon, nor ſtifle the convictions of their 
own Conſciences, nar reſilt the ſpirit, nor 
put off the Image of Gad, and become as 
Devils. They mock at them for ta- 
king God for their chief good, for ſcek:- 
ing his love and favour ; for minding and en- 

R 3 deayouring 


The Good of Early Obedience. 

deayouring to ſaye an immortal Soul ; for 
labouring to avoid the wrath of God and the 
miſeries of Hel}, and to ſecure an everlaſt- 
ing bappineſs. For this is the great work 
and-bniineſs of Religion ; the Objeft of it is" 
God in Chriſt ; the Rule of it is the holy Scri- 
ptures;z the End of it is the Glory. of God 
1n our own Salvation: and the whole work and 
buſineſs of it is to dye to fin, to live to righte- 
ouſneſs; to walk after the ſpirit, and not to 
fulfill the Juſts of the fleſh. To deny wngodlineſs 
and worldly luſts, and to live ſoberly, righteouſly, 
and godly in this preſent world, Tit. 2. 12. This 
is the ſure way 'to that bleſſed end ; ye have 
your fruit unto holineſs, and the end everlaſt- 
ing life, Rom. 6. 22, +; 

* This isthe ſumm of the Chriſtian Religt- 
an; and what is here to be ridiculed and 
made mockery ? they that will ſcoff at men 
for being Religious, may as well ſcoff at the 
Seaman for uling a Pilot to keep the Ship 
from Rocks and Sands; or at the blind mar 
for walking with a gwide, that he may not 
fall into the Pit ; or at the ſick, man for ſeek- 
ing a Cure when his life is in danger. They 
ſcoff gt you for keeping the promiſe they 
have broken, and for endeavouring to make 
good the baptiſmal Covenant which they 
nave violated. They have promiſed to re- 
nounce the world, to forſake the Devil and all his 
morks, to abandon the luſts of the fleſh, but have 
not done it, but are Covenant-breakers ; and 
becauſe you labour to be true to your Cove- 
nant with God ,' therefore they mock and 
pico ee ont '  ſcoff 


ſcoff; ſo that the true reaſon of all is becauſe 
youare not as vile as they, as falſe to God 
and to your ingagement, they think, it firange 
that you run not with them to the ſame exceſs of 
riot, ſpeaking evil of you, 1 Pet. 4.4. and is 
not this moſt irrational and worſe than bru- 
tifh ? and why ſhould you ceaſe to act like ra- 
tional creatures, becauſe others a(t below 
the Brutes ? 

5- It isnot you but God whom they hate 
and ſcorn ; it is his name and honour they 
wound through your ſides; and therefore 
the Apoſtle calls the reproach of Chriſtians 
Ghriſts reproach, Heb, 13. 13. For whoever 
ſcoffs at any man for that of God that is in 
him, ſcoffs not at man ſo much as at God. 
Were you a ſwiniſh Drunkard, an unclean 
Brute, a proud Huff, an heoring Atheiſt, a 
Dam-mee like themſelves, they would hug 
and imbrace you : ſo that the hatred and en- 
mity is evidently againſt the Image and Life 
of God in you, and therefore againſt God 
himſelf. Jf ye were of the world, the world 
world love his own, but becanſe ye are not of the 
world, bat I have choſen you out of the world, 
therefore the world hates you, John 15. 19. Now 
if the holy God (who is able to frown the 
proudeſt {inner into Hell in a moment) is 
patient and long ſuffering towards theſe, and 
bears all their ſcoffs, and hard ſpeeches, and 
indignities : why ſhould yon think much to 
bear them ? eſpecially wiica it is for his name 
fake. All theſe things will they do unto you for 
my name ſake, John 15. 21. 
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6. Set the reſpe of God apainſt the ſcorns 
of the World. What though the World 
bates, ſo long as God loves ? ler' them re- 
proach thee, yet the holy God honors thee, 
If any man ſerve me, him will my father honour, 
John 12. 26. Heis not aſhamed to be called your 
God, Heb. 11. 16. and if ſo, why ſhould you 
be aſhamed to be called his People ? ' He ac- 
counts of you as the excellent of the Earth 
and therefore you ſhould ſet that againſt the 
mocks and ſcoffs of wicked men. Aliud ju- 
dicium hominis, aliud judicium Des 5; whoſe 
judgment is moſt to be eſteemed, the righte- 
ous Gods, which i always according to truth ;, 
or unrighteous mans which is blinded with 
prejudice and hatred of God and all his ways 
and People ? and therefore the Apoſtle Paul 
flights the cenfures of men, and values him- 
ſelf wholly upon the approbation of God ; 
With me it 1s a very ſmall thing, that I ſhould 
be' judged of mans judgment, but be that 
judoeth me is the Lord, 1 Cor. 4. 3, 4. 

7. Theſe ſcofts and reproaches which you 
undergo upon the account of Chriſt and Re- 
ligion here, ſhall add to your Crown , and 
greaten your Glory in the laſt Day. Every 
degree of ſuffering for Chriſt now, ſhall then 
have its reward. - He that bath promiſed to 
requite your well doing to a cup of cold wa- 
ter, hath alſo promiſed to recompence your 
ſufferings to the leaſt ſcofff or jeer. Bleſſed 
are ye when men ſhall revile you, rejoyce 
aird be exceeding glad, for great is your reward 
in heaven, Matt. F. 11, 12. 

| 8. You 
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8. You that are aſhamed to owne Jeſus 
Chriſt and his ways,: and to put on his Toke, 
becauſe of the ſcoffs and jeers of an ungodly 
World; I pray think fertoufly oa that word 
of Chriſt, Mark, 8. 38. Whoſoever ſhall be 4- 
ſhamed of me and of my word: in this adulterous 
and ſinful generation, of him ſhall the Son be «- 

amed when he comes in the glory of hu Father 
with the holy Angels. 


CHAP. IX. , 


More Objeftions againſt early Obedience an- 
ſwered 


Objef.6. th ſlumbling block that 

hinders young Ones from ta« 
king up the Toke of Chriſt, is the diverſity 
of opinions, and the many differences which 
are found anfong the profeſſors of Religion. 
I would take up the Toke of Chriſt if I knew 
which was the right way. But how ſhall I. 
that am young be able to judge? one is for 
this way, another is for that; one ſays, /o 


bere is Chriſt, another ſays, Jo be is there ;, Mates 24+ 
and Chriſt ſays, believe them not. One pleads *3' 


for this Doctrine, 'atrother for that, = third - 
denys both. One is for this way of Wor. 
ſhip, another for that, another is neither for 
this nor that, but above all. So that I ſee 
whom to avoid, butl ſee not whom to fol- 
low. Therefore till Profeſſors are agreed, it 


js better to be of no ſide. Pp 
| Anſw. 
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Anſw. 1 confeſs it is a us advantage 
which Satan takes to prejudice young ones 
againſt Religion, 4 the differences that are 
among the profeſſors of Religion. But 1 
would have ſuch conſider five things. 

1, A man may with as much reaſon difſ- 
claim the light of the Sun, becanſe the Di- 
als differ about the time of the Day, as dif- 
claim Religion becauſe of mens differing o- 
pinjons about it, What is it in this World 
that men differ not about? all men differ in 
their reaſonings; ſhall 1 therefore abandon 
my reaſon and become a brute? all mens fa- 
ces differ ; ſhall I therefore renounce huma- 
nity, becauſe all are not of one complexion ? 
all mens appetites and- palates differ ; ſhall 
I therefore refuſe my meat till all palates re- 
liſh one thing? becauſe men differ in their 
faſkions ; ſhall I therefore caſt off the uſe of 
rayment till all come to the ſame garb? 
how fooliſh and abſurd is this ! -and is it not 
the ſame, becauſe ſome men differ in ſome 
things of Religion, therefore to caſt off all 


Religion? 


2, Is this any new thing? hath it not been 
ſo in all ages of the Church? if therefore Re- 
ligion had been diſclaimed till the minds of 

men had been united in the profeſſion of 
it, it had long ere this been ſhut ont of the 
World. The Scripture tells you, there muſt - 
be bereſies, 1 Cor. 11. 19. it doth not ſay on- 
Iy, there will be herefies, importing the cer- 
tainty of them z but chers mwſt be bereſies, im- 
porting the neceſſity of them : And ws 
; "ave 


have a double reaſon render'd for this ia the * *< 
Word, ret p : 
Firſt, That they which are approve e 
made rf 1 Cor. 11, i i ws ihe 
rouchſtone of ſincerity. God loves to try the 
ſincerity of his Peoples Graces, this being 
the glory of every Chriltian, and a diſpoliti- 
on highly pleaſing to God, Werethere but 
one opinion in matters of Faith, one way of 
Worſhip among all Chriſtians, to owne this 
would be no great matter ; but to owne and 
cleave to the truths of God againſt ail the 
errours that oppoſe them, to ſtick to the 
pure Worſhip of God againſt all the humane 
Deviſings and Antichriſtian Impoſitions of 
men : this ſhews the power of faith, the zeal 
of love, the greatnels of ſelf-denial, and the 
uprightneſs of the heart in all. As the Stars 
ſhine brighteſt in the darkeſt night, ſo do 
the Graces of the Saints (who are the hgbrs 
of the world) appear in their greateſt luſtre 
under the darkneſs of falſe Worſhip and er- 
rour. Thatis one reafoa why there muſt be 
hereſies. , 
Secondly, Another is this, for the detefting 
and inſnacing of falſe hearted -hypocrites. 
Hereby unſound Profeſſors are diſcovered ; 
errour and hereſie have a great hand in dete- 
Eting hypocriſie. This is a time of tempta- TIES 
tion in which they fall away. So did they " 
I John, 2.19. They went out from us (there's 
the diſcovery) bat they were net of us (there's 
their hypocriſie) for if they had been of us they 


would no doubt have continued with us, but they 
went 
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went out that they might be made manifeſt that 
they were not all of us. | 

And as errours and herefies ſerve to diſco- 
yer unſound profeſſors, fo alſo to infnare and 
deſtroy them ; for there are damning opini- 
ons as well as damning praftices. When 
men of bad lives and worſe tearts grow wea- 
ry of the power of truth. God ſuffers corrupt 
DoQtrines to ſpring up that may gratifie 
their luſts, and ſuit their vicious inclinations, 
and in a fond compliance herewith, truth ſuf. 
fers, luſt thrives, and the ſou! periſhes. This 
is the very reaſon rendered why God at the 
firſt appeacing of Antichriſt in the World, 
gave men up to his damning deluſions ; Be- 
cauſe they received not the love of the truth that 
they might be ſaved, for this cauſe God ſhall ſend 
them ſtrong deluſion, that they ſhou!d believe 4 
te that they all may be damned who have not 

elieved the truth, c had pleaſure in unrighte- 
ouſneſs, 2, Theſl. 2. 1031 1,12. - 

Thirdly, Conſider trom whence theſe diffe- - 
rences do ariſez not from Religion it ſelf," 
which is inall matters of faith and practice di- 
rect and certain; the rule which is the word of 
God is the ſame to all, and gives perfect di- 
rections to guide us to life and bleſſedneſs. The 
law of the Lord is perfeFt converting the ſoul, the 
teſtimony of the Lord is ſure making wiſe the 
fimple, the ſtatutes of the Lord are right rejoy- 
cing the heart, Pſal. 19. 7, 8: And therefore 
the difſcrences that. are fonnd among the 
profeſſors of Religion, are either from-the 


-difrent meaſures of knowledge to which 


Chriſtians 


that 
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Chriſtians have attained , or from their dif- 


ferent capacities z or elſe (which is worſe) 
from the Pride and Luſts of ſome of its pro- 
fcſſors, that will dare to be wiſe above what 
is written, ſetting their poſts by Gods poſts, 
and teaching for Doftrine the Command- 
ments of men : would men but allow Chriſt 
to be head of the Church, and fole Lord 
of Cor:ſcience, and receive the word at his 
mouth, aad ſtoop to his Authority, and not 
ſet vp their wills and inventions for a' rule of 
Worſhip, the moſt of our differences would 
be at an end, 

Fourthly, All differences in Religion axe not 
inconſiſtent with Salvation; indeed errours in 
the fundamental Principles of Godlineſs are 
damning ; and therefore all ſincere Chriſti 
ans ſhall be kept ſrom falling into ſuch er- 
rour ; they have received the ſpirit of truth John 16 
to guide them into all truth neceſſary to fal- 1, 
vation ; but it'is poſſible that good men may 
fall into many errours ; you read of ſome that 
bold the foundation, who' yet build wood, and 
hay, and ftubble upon it; yet theſe ſhall be 
ſxved as holding the foundation, though cher 
works ſhall be burned, 1 Cor. 3.12, 15. 

There are many that wete oof ditfering 0- 
pinions when here on Earth, *who are all of 
onemind now in Heaven. Thercfore he that 
condemns Religion becauſe of the*differences 


© of them that feat God, ſhall be condemned 


to Hell as abiding in the eſtate of them that 
fear him not. 

Fiſthly,lf differences .nR<ligion be the cauſe ' 
why 


- 


Mark 16. 


Kccleſ. 12, 
T2. 


Tit 2.12 


Heb. 2. 
14. 
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why you owne not Religion ; then why do 
you not owne it ſo far as all good men are a- 
greed in'it? though there is ' difference in 
lome things, yet there are many (and they 
the greateſt) things wherein they are all a- 


. Rreed. All are agreed that he that believes not, 


ſhall be damned ; and why then do you not 
cloſe with Jeſus Chriſt ? all are agreed that 
without ſincere repentance, and a ſound con- 
verſion there can be no Salvation ; why then 
do ye not ſhake off your luſts, and turn from 
ſin to God ? all are agreed of the neceſſity of 
fearing God, and keeping his Commandments, of 
living ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this pre- 
ſent world z and that without holineſs no man 
ſhall ever ſee the Lord ;, and therefore why are 
not theſe things practiſed which have an uni- 
verſal conſeng ? if ſome leſler matters are ac- 
counted doubtful and diſputable, yet theſe 
are things without all controverfie. Sin muſt 
be forſaken, ſelf muſt be denyed, Juſt muſt 
be mortified, .the world muſt be renounced, 
Chriſt muſt be your King and Lord, he muſt 
have his throne in your hearts, his commands 
mult be obeyed, . or you can never be ſaved, 
This is the plain way to Heaven, and there is 
no other but what runs into this. And to this 
you have the conſent of all good men that c- 
yer heard of the Goſpel. | 
Now if differing opinions about leſſer toat; 

ters have kept you off from medling with 
them ; why, ſhould not univerſal content. in- 
gage you to mind theſe great and neceſſary 
things, whereon your Peace, your Lite, your 
Souls, 
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Souls, your Eternal Salvation and Happineſs 
do depend ? eſpecially conſidering this, that 


if you negle& the great things of Salvation, yeh, 2. z. 


you can never hope to eſcape, nor find ſhel- 
ter from the wrath of God under fo vain a 
plea as the differences about Religion. 

Obj. 7. Another thing that hinders 
ones from taking up the Toke of Chriſt, is the 
ealineſs of repenting and turning to God 
hereafter. God is full of mercy and will not 
refuſe or rejeRt*a penitent ſinner at any time, 
no though at the Jaſt hour z witneſs tbe thief 
upon the croſs how little time had he for xe- 
pentance, and yet he obtained mercy ; and 
why may not 1? | 

Anſw. This Thief may in a ſenſe, be ſaid 
to be a greater thief dead than living. The 
example of his repantones and converſion in 
a <ying hour hath ſtole away many a pur- 

e, many a ſeaſon of grace, raany a reſo- 
ution, nay many a Soul, which bath taken 
lecomngelgent om his late converſion to 
put off the great buſineſs of Salvation to the 


Now to prevent: this undoing and Soul-de- 
ſtroying miſchief, I would ſay lix things con- 
cerning this example. 

- I, This is an example without a parallel, 
and- therefore not to be urged. in this caſe. 
God did this once (as one ſays) that none 
might deſpair, and but once that none might 

reſume, You have wot ſuch another in- ' 

ance in all the Scripture, which is a ſtory 
of five thouſand Years, and yet in all that 
| time 
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time we have but one inſtance of a man that 
repented when he carne to dye; and will any 
man dare to adventure his Sonl upon ſuch an 
inſtance as that ? you read At: 27. 44, that, 
the Ship wherein Paul ſailed was ran aground, 
and yet not one mah loſt ; ſome by ſwimn.ing, 
and ſome on boards, and ſome on brokgn pieces of 
the Ship, they all eſcaped ſafe to land. Now 
would not that man be accounted a mad mai 
that ſhould run bis Veſſel aground upon the 
inconragemeht of this ſucceſs? 

2. Itis a pattern without a precept. Where 
is any command that jincourages the dedica- 
ting our youth to ſin and Juſt, and our old 
age to* repentance ? is there any precept of 
God that indulges to, a youthful remisneſs 
in.the great buſineſs of Religion? no not 
one, but the quite contrary.' I dare.not de- 
ny but God may be found in the laſt hour, 
but no man ovght therefore to put off ſeck- 
iug him till then ; becauſe the rule is, Remems 
ber thy Creator in the days of thy youth,” before 
the evil days come, and the years Ia nioh when 
thou ſhalt ſay I have no pleaſure in them, EC,12, 1. 

3. It is a precedent without a promiſe, 
ſhew me one promiſe that ever God made to 
acceptſuch a repentance as this. And there- 
fqre it is a very hopeleſs attempt, nay a down- 
right preſumption, to expect mercy without 
a promiſe of mercy, or in a way not promi- 
ſed, is preſumption, 

4. It was a miraculous work upon a pe- 
culiar reaſon ; to wit, to ſhew forth his God- 
head, even when his humane nature was dy- 

ing. 
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ing. There was never ſych a concurrence 
of works of wonder in any age of the world 
as at that time. z the Sun loſing his light ; 
the Air darkened ; the Earth quaking the 
Rocks rent; the Graves opened ; many Dead 
raiſed ; and among the reſt this was one, a 
Thief, while banging upon the Croſs conver- 
ted; this was to manifeſt his deity under his 
greateſt ſuffering, and to take away the igno- 
miny of his croſs: ſo that we may (as one ſays) 
almoſt as well expect a ſecond crucifying of 
Chriſt, as a ſecond converſion of this nature. 


5. Was there not another Thief at the ſame. 


time upon the Croſs? and yet he repented 
not, though be had much means to help him 
in the work ; his fellow recanting of his fin, 
becoming a true convert, reproving his fin, 
calling him to repent, owning the Lord 
Chriſt, praying for mercy ; yet notwithſtand- 
ing all this he repented not, but as he lived 
ſo he dyed, in his fins and luſts. And there- 
fore thou haſt greater cauſe to fear being caſt 
off with the impenitent Thief, than to be 
received to mercy with this ſignal Convert ; 
eſpecially conſidering, . that there is but this 
one inſtance in all the Bible, and for this one 
that was received to mercy, thoufands and 
thouſands have been caſt off. 

6. This Thief upon the Croſs is an exam- 
ple pleaded but not imitated ; and ſo we 
make that a dangerous temptation , which 
would otherwiſe be an incouraging inſtance. 
You that urge this for an example,do but imi- 
fate it, and then you'l make a right = 
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of it. For we don't find that this Thief was e- 
ver called to believe till then; and therefore ſo 
ſoon as he heard of Chriſt be believes in bim, 
and ventures his Soul upon his righteonſhefs, 
And God requires no more than that we 
would anſwer his call, and accept the firſt 
tenders of Grace, If God calls whea it is 
late, he will accept late converſion, and there- 
fore Chriſt takes that for an anſwer in Matt. 

Matt. 20. 20. when he asks them,why ſtand ye bere all the 

6: day idle? and they anſwer, becatk no man bath 
hired us, but as ſoon as he calls, they come. 
Do you come inand believe in Chriſt at the 
firſt call, as the Thief here did ? if God calls 
not till the eleventh hour, he that comes in at 
the eleventh hour comes in good time ; but 
he that is called at the firſt or third hour, may 
come too late if he puts it off till the ele- 
venth : if thou dareſt ſinfully ſay, it is too 
ſoon to day, it may be God may judicially 
ſay, it is too late to morrow. 

And therefore this inſtance of the Thief 
on the Croſs is moſt ignorantly and impertt- 
nently urged, which doth no way reach the 
caſe] of impenitent ſinners ander Goſpel 
Grace, and the daily and loud calls of God. 
The Thief never put off the work of repen- 
tance and converſion (that we find) to the 
laſt hour z this thou doſt. The Thref never 
purpoſed to repent hereafter, that he might 
thereby the better enjoy his luſts at preſent ; 
this thou doſt, The Thief came into Chriſt 
at the firſt call; but thou haſt been often 
called and yet haſt refuſed to __— _ 

there- 
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therefore what is this inſtance to thee? it 
doth not at all concern thy caſe, it is fally 
urged and vainly pleaded. And therefore 
i of incouraging thy ſelf from this ſig. 
gle inſtance of the Thief; being at laſt hour 
received to mercy, thou ſhouldit conlidetand 
tremble at that dreadful threatning of God 
againſt ſuch as ſlight and ſtand out againſt the 
calls and offers of mercy, Prov. 1. from the 
24. verſe to the laſt. Becauſe 1 bave called 
and ye refuſed, 1 have ſtretched out my hand and 
no man regarded ;, but ye bave ſet at nought all 
my counſel, and would none of my reproof , I al- 
ſo will Taugh at your calamity, 1 will mock, when 
your fear cometh. And mes” 28. They ſhall call 
upon me but I will not anſwer, they ſhall jeek, me 
early but they ſhall not find me. And ver. 32. - 
z be turning away of the ſimple ſhall ſlay them ; 
that is, their turning away from the calls of 
God and offers of Grace, will be their Con- 
demnation at the laſt, And therefore ce- 
member this, it is ſeldome (if ever) that a- 
ny adventure ſo near the brink of Hell, as 
to put off repentance and cloſing with Chriſt 
to the laſt hour, thinking ro come off ſafe, 
but that they drop. in at the laſt, 
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Wherein the reaſons of ſlighting Cbrift are inqui- 
redinto, and the evil of it aggravated, 


S E of reproof to ſuch as delay and put off 
U the putting on Chriſts Toke. O what 
folly is this! and yet there is nothing more 
natural. Few there are that do downright ze-- 
fuſe Chriſt, but many there are that put him 
off cill hereafter ; from one time to another, 
from childhood to youth, from youth to 
manhood, from manhood to old age, from 
old age to the death bed, till there is no 
room lefc for this great work, They white 
away one ſeaſon after another, till the feaſon 
of Grace is paſt and gone. 

In the managing this uſe I will do' three 
things. 

I. Inquire into the canſes why met} deal 
thos with Chriſt. 

Charge the ſinner with ſuch aggrava- 
tions of this evil as may ſet home the're- 
proof. 

3. Propound ſome Conſiderations for a 
thorough conviction. 

Firſt, Let us inquire into the cauſes why 
men deal thus with Chriſt ; whence is it that 
any do refuſe his Toke ? break his bonds and 
caſt his cords from him, 

It may be reduced to theſe five heads 
chiefly. 

Firſt, Ignorance : Tis is one cauſe of _ 

tne 
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, the ſlights that are put upon Chriſt ; this onr 


Lord Chciſt intimates in that paſſage to the 
Samaritan woman, Fohn 4.10, If thow knew- 
eſt the gift of God. A Soul that hatha right 
knowledge of Chriſt, cannot but owne him 
and bow to him. They that know thy name 
will rruſt in thee, Plal. gy. 10. Knowledge be- 
gets love, and love begets obedience. If 
you did but know Chriſt, his undertakings 
for you, his relation to you, his dominion 0- 
ver you, you would not thus rejett his Toke 
and deſpiſe his Command. It is your blind- 
neſs that is the reaſon of your diſobedience. 


What 3s thy beloved more than another beloved ? Cant. g. 9. 


In 1 Cor. 2. 8. the Apoſtle charges all their 
contewptuous carriage to Chriſt vpon their 
ignorance; whom nene of the Princes of this 
world knew, for had they known it, they would 
not have criccifyed the Lord of glory. Did you 
know Chriſt, you would not refuſe his call, 
nor reject his Toke, Oh how many that are 
accounted men of underſtanding and parts, 
and eſteemed the wits of the age, yet'are 
groſly ignorant of the myſtery of Chriſt and 


the Goſpel, and ſo, profeſſing themſelves wiſe Rom. 1. 
they become fools. The God of this world hath 2* 


blinded their minds, left the light of the glorious 
Goſpel of Chriſt, who is the Image of God ſhould 
ſhine into them, 2 Cor.q.. 4. 

Secondly, lt is from that root of unbelief 
that grows in every carnal heart ; men don't 
believe the things of the inviſible world, the 
Glory to be revealed or the Miſery threat- 
ned, and the neceſſity of Faith and Holineſs 

| S 3 for 
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for the ſecuring the one and avoidihg the 0s 
ther, an that is the reaſon. The Apoſtle 
lays, we walk by faith and not by ſight z but 
the generality of men walk by ſight not by 
faith," their hearts are fixed upon preſent 
things, ' they cannot ſee afar off, . Did men 
believe that ſinful pleaſures wil end in eter- 
nal torments : that the luſts of the fleſh can- 
not be indulged at any eaſier rate'than the 
loſs of the Soul ; that there is norelief from 
the bondage and burden of fin but by a Sa- 
viour; and that he is a Saviour to none 
whonthe does not rule, to none but them that 
obey bim; you would hearken to his call, and 
come under his Toke. 

Molt men are men of this world, as David 


* callsthem, they are for a partion in this life; 


Demas hath imbraced this preſent world ;, and 
there is no greater token of a carnal unbeliev- 
ing hearf,than for a man to fix vpon a preſent 
happineſs, when God hath propounded an 
eternal felicity in another world. The good 
man is for the Toke of Chriſt here, and a 
Crown hereafter ; the unbeliever is for pre- 
ſent caſe and ſatisfaction, and therefore takes 


. up with the pleaſures of ſin that are but for a 


ſeaſon. 


3. It is from that general unconcernedneſs 
that is in men about the matters of the world 
to come. They put far from them the evil 
day; and things at a diſtance don't affect us ; 
they are like the diſcharging a; gun a great 
way off, we hear the report without con- 
cernedneſs, but the fame fect to our” þr - 

A 
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and diſcharg'd, would make us tremble. A 
clap of thunder in a remote part of the Hea- 
vens doth not ſtartle us ſo much as when it is 
juſt over our heads, 

Next-to the want of a ſound belief, the 
want of a ſcrious conſideration, is the great 
cauſe why men dally with God. For as Faith 


makes inviſible things. evident, and future Heb. z1.r. 


things preſent, ſo conſideration makes them 
great, and gives them their due weight. 
Conſideration is an igtimate view of things 
it ponders matrers fully, their natures, e- 
vents, and tendencies. It compares one 
thing with another, kind with kind, cauſe 
with cauſe, circumſtance with circumſtance, 
iſſue with iſſue, how they begin and how 
they end, Sin and Juſt are indeliberate and 
ſudden, they muſt have a preſent compliance z 
they allow of no conſideration, they conſider 
not that they do evil, Ecclel. 5. 1. He conſiders 
not that the dead are there, and that her 
gueſts are in the depth: of hell , ſays Solomon of 
the ſimple ſinner, Prov. 5. 18. 

Conſideration would break the force of 
luſt, and ſpoil Satans deſign. Would men 
but Gxioully ponder what fin is, and what 
the Soul is; hew deceitful , how vain, how 
unſatisfying, how brutiſh the one, and how 
noble, how precious, how immortal the 0- 
ther, they would not itake and pawn them to 
every baſe luſt as they do. Would they but 
conſider of the nearnefs of death and eterni- 
ty; that within a few days or hours they mult 
be in Heaven or Hell; that there is nothing 

; S 4 between 
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between but a little breath, which the next 
morſel he eats may ſtop; all hangs upon a 
ſmall thred of life which the next diſeaſe may 
fret in ſunder, they could not dally with 
duty, and light converſion and a life of ho- 
lineſs as they do. 

What is the reaſon that men are better vp- 
oy a ſick bed than at another time ? that Je- 
ſs Chriſt is then prized, and repentance 
ſought, and holineſs defired, which in health 
were {lighted and put off ? the reaſon is, the 
ſenſe of their condition; their caſe makes 
them conſiderate, and conſideration gives 
death and eternity a near approach, and than 
they do make other kind of impreſſions than 
when we look on them at a diſtance. Had we 
but the ſame thoughts of theſe things in health 
as we ſhall have in ſickneſs, we ſhould labour 
for Grace and Holineſs as much now, as we 
ſhall then wiſh we had. I tell you, you don't 
conſider enough of the nearreſs of death and 
eternity ; and he that puts the evil day far off, 
will put the Toke of Chriſt off too, and ſo he 
is undone by his own ſecurity. 

4. It is from the unſvitableneſs that is be- 
twixt the things of Chriſt and the.temper of a 
ſinner. Chrilts Toke doth no way fit a carnal 
heart; and where there is unſutableneſs there 
will be diſlike. They ſavour not the things that 
be of God. A carnal heart is ſatisfyed with car- 
nal contentments and delights; a rattle will 
pleaſe a chifd, and a toy be more welcome 
roa fool than a Crown, Every nature de- 
lights in things ſutable to itſelf z-and _ 

ore 
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fore it is that the carnal mind is enmity againſt Rom, $.5; 


God, that it neither is nor can be ſubjett ro rhe 
law of God; for how can ſpiritual things be 
ſurable and reliſhing to a carnal heart ? If 
Chriſt ſhould come to the ambitious man, and 
ſay, follow me and I will givethee all the ho- 
nour and grandeur of this world ; or to the 
voluptuous man, and fay, follow me and I 
will give thee all the pleaſures of ſenſe and 
fieſh; or to the covetous man, -and ſay, fol- 
low me and I will fill thy Bags and thy Barns ; 
1 will bleſs the Ship and the Shop; I will 
give thee the treaſures of the Earth and the 
Sea ; this would do more than all the mo- 
tives of the Goſpel. The young man had 
never left Chriſt as he did, had he but urged 
ſach an argument as this for his heart tocloſe 
with. It is the baſe love of this preſent 
world that makes the: call of the Goſpel fo 
unſacceſsful. and ineffeftual ; you may ſee it 
ia that parable, Matt. 22. 5. They make light 
of the tenders of Chriſt, and what is the rea- 
ſon? why the Farm, and the Oxen, and the 
Merchandiſe were in the caſe; theſe muſt not 
be left for Chriſt where luſt hath the caſtin 
voice. O how fad is this ! if Chriſt ſhoul 
offer you riches and honours, you would 
come, and yet for Heaven and Glory you will 
nor. 

5. It is becauſe they are deceived and be- 
guiled, partly by the cunning of Satan who 
puts a falſe varniſh upon things. 

, Partly by the deceitfulneſs of their own 
hearts, which turns them aſide, that theyg 


of 
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16.44.20. 20k ſee and ay it is @ tye which they have in 
'"* their right hand. - Y 

Partly from the deluſive appearances of 
things; which, by reaſon of both the for- 
mer, ſeemother than they are, Zernard di- 
ſtinguiſhes of four ſorrs of things, 

r. Some things are good and pleaſant : io is 
communion with God, for there is the chief. 
eſt goodneſs and the higheſt ſweetneſs. 

2. Some things are good but not pleaſant, 
as repentance, and mortification, and ſelf- 
denial. 

3. Some things are neither good not plea- 
fant z as utter deipair in the preſent State z it 
is a thing full of ſin and ſorrow. 

4. Some things are pleaſant but not good: 
and ſuch are the delights of ſin; they are ſweet 
but not ſafe, they pleaſe but they deceive. It 
is the ſweetneſs of ſin that gives it counte- 
nance, it would never be committed if there 
were no pleaſure in it. And hereia the de» 
ceitfulneſs of ſin conſiſts ; it allures by fair 
baits, and kills by a ſharp hook; it tempts 
by its ſweets, and deſtroys by its ſnares, Sin 
is like poyſon, very luſcions bat very dan- 
gerous; the pleaſant taſte invites, and the 
ſinner can't refrain, though that which is 
ſweet in the mouth be in the belly bitter as 
wormwood. Many are ſo bewitched to their 
luſt, that though they know it will coſt them 
their Souls, yet they can't renounce its plea- 
ſures. | 

Now theſe five things put together,namely, 
[gypeance, Unbelief, Security, Unſutablenets 

of 


of ſpiritual things, and the deceitfulneſs of 
Sin, are the cauſes why ſo many ſlight the 
Yokg of Chriſt. | 

Secondly, Let me in the next place, having 
ſhewed you the cauſes of it, lay before you 
the aggravations of it, for itis a ſin of a ve- 
ry bainous nature to put off and flight com- 
ing under Chriſts Toke. 

Firſt, it is baſe diſingenuityz for we 
don't deal with God as we would have him 
deal with us. When we want any mercy we 
muſt be heard at firſt call z but God calls for 
duty again and again, and we hear him not. 
We are impatient if God delays us, and yer 
we make no ſcruple to delay him. When 
we have any thing for God to do, that muſt 
bedone {| Pay 3; Inthe day when I call, anſwer 
we ſpeedily, Plal. 102. 2, But when God hath 
any thing forus to do, there we take leiſure. 
It we would have mercy, that muſt be to day; 
but if God calls for duty, we put him off 
till the morrow. Now this is balſcly diſinge- 


, Nuaus, that when we can't bear Gods delays, 


yet we make him bear ours, although the 
caſe is not the ſame; for we are bound to 
anſwer Gods precepts, but he is not bound 
to anſwer our requeſts; . and yet we make 
him tarry our ſinful leiſure in the buſineſs of 
duty, though we think much to tarry his ho- 
ly leiſure in the caſe of mercy. 

Secondly , It is down-right diſobedience ; 
he that delays a duty tranſgreſſes the precept, 
and flights the divine Authority, The ſeaſon 
js as much a part of the command as the 
thing 
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thing commanded. If God ſays, return ye 
now every one from bis evil way (Jer. 18. 11.) 
the ow 15 as much a duty as the returning. If 
the Father fays to his Son, go work, to in 
my vineyard, Matt. 21. 28. it is flat diſobedi- 
ence to defer ittillto morrow; for the time of 
working is as much a dnty as the work it ſelf. 

Thirdly, Ir is the higheſt ingratitude; for 
Chriſt did not adjourr, his love to us one day ; 
his heart was to us from everlaſting; 7 was 
fer up from I ——— in the ba- 
bitable parts of the earth, and my delights were 
with the ſons of men, Prov. 8. 23. 31. He 
gave himſelf in the Covenant of Redempti- 
on to dye for ſin, and redeem ſinners from 
the firſt day that fin entred. And therefore 
he is ſaid to be a lamb ſlain from the founda- 
dation of the world, Revel. 13. 8. Though he 


' came not to dye actually till che fullneſs of 


time , (Galat. 4. 4.) yet in the decree of 
God the Father, and in the conſent of God 
the Son, he was a Saviour from the begin- 
ning; and bis Blood was as efficacions to Sal- 
vation, before ever it was ſhed, as after ; he 
was a Saviour and Redeemer from the firſt 
entrance of ſin; Adam, Noah, Abraham, and 
all the Saints that lived before his Incarna- 
tion were ſaved by his Blood as well as we, 
His love bears date from everlaſting, and ir 
breaks forth very early in the overt aCts of 
it to particular perſons, Chriſt begins with 
ſinners bertimes; who knows how ſoon ? 
puts upon many of them a federal holinefs 
betimes ; ſeals them for his betimes z _ 

is 


bis ſpicits into them betimes z and calls them 
to an actual cloſe with him betimes; it" is 


' + hard to ſay how ſoon, but it appears to be ve- 


ry-carly in that many have been converted 
from their very. childhood, as Samacl and 
Timathy , and others. O the carlineſs of 
the . love of Chriſt! and ſhall we adjourn 
our obedience as if we were afraid of cloſing 
with hig too ſoon ?4be took up our burder: 
betimes; and ſhall we delay the taking up 
his Toke for the laſt work of our lives ? This is 
great ingratitude, 

Fourthly , 'It is manifeſt injuſtice, and 
a fraudulent detaining of Chriſts right. For 
whoſe you are, his your ſtrength and ſervice 
is; and are ye not the Lords? hath he not 
redeemed. you, and that both.by price at the 
hands of God, and by power out of the hands 
of Satan? ye are the redeemed of the Lord, 
and therefore you are his; your time is his; 
your gifts and: parts are bis ; your affeftions 
are hus ;, yaur eſtates are: his ; your ſtrength 
is hisz your. youth is his; your body and ſoul 
are his; your all is his; ,and therefore not to 
give up your ſelves body and ſoul to him, not 
to love, and fear, and ſerve bim, is a cry- 
ing injuſtice. Nay, to delay it one day, one 
moment, is to deny him his right. Many 
boaſt of their honeſty, they are juſt to all, 
and wrong none; yes, you Wrong your Ire- 
deemer, you are unjuſt to. Jeſus Chriſt, and 
that is the higheſt injuſtice ia the world. To 
delay any man in that which is his right, is a 
great ſin; the wages of the hiceling muſt be 


paid 
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4 paid at the day, and it muſt be done before the 
ſun'be ſet, Dent, 24. 14, 15. It isa maxim 
in the Law, . minus ſolvit, qui minus i fab 
wit z-not to pay at the time is to pay the leſs, 
becauſe there is ſo much adyantage for im- 
provement loſt, Is it ſuch a ſin to detain a 
ſervants right? what is it then to detain our * 
Lords right ? muſt we not withhold wages for 
a ſeryants work till the dun be ſet ? and yes 
dare we withhold doing our Lords work: till 
the ſun of our lives is ſetting ? O what baſe 
injuſtice is this ! 

Fifthly, It is altogether unreaſonable, 
there is no man living can give a reaſon to 
excuſe him from this duty. You cannot ſay it 
is the wrong way to Heaven; for it is the way 
the Lord Chriſt hath directed and chalked 
out. You cannot ſay it is a needleſs Toke, for 
there is no Salvation without taking it upon 

ou. You cannot ſay it is a erons Toke, 
it hath ſalvation certainly intailed upon It. 
You cannot fay it is a fruitleſs Tokg,for it yields 
perfe&t peace and laſting joy toall that come 
under it. You cannot ſay it is an- impoſſible 
Yoke, for as you have the command of Chriſt 
ro undertake it, ſo you have the promiſe of 
Chriſt eo help and inable you to bear it. So 
that you . cannot give one reaſon why you 
ſhould neglect it ; and therefore he that re- 
fuſes to take it up is without excuſe, Who- 
ever remains gracelefs in a day of Grace, will 
be found ſpeechleſs in the Day of Judge- 
ment. 


£:xthly, 


ſe 


mana npnTOMy9ST 


Sixthly, It is downright madneſs; for'you 
refuſe Heaven becauſe you will not be holy. 
You will rather loſe the eternal injoyment of 
God than be made like God. You will ra- 
ther chuſe to periſhunder the wrath of Chriſt, 
than you will conſent to come under the Toke 
of Chriſt. You will be contented to be dam- 
ned, ſo you may go a pleaſant way to Hell: 
And is not this madneſs to the height to chuſe 
rather to periſh eternally than betied to love 
and ſerve your makerand redeemer ? O what 
a baſe and low opinion have you of God and 
Heaven ! how can ye degrade and diſhonour 
him more ? W F 

If a man ſhould pabliſh ir as his opinion, 
that darkneſsis betrer than light that Hell 
is rather to be choſen than Heaven; that he 
had rather be in an everlaſting ſociety with 
Devils and damned Spirits, 'than 'with God 
and Chriſt jn'the glory above ; what would 
you fay of ſuch a one but that he talked like 
a mad man? why then refle&t upon your 
ſelves a little, tor, ——mutato nomine de te! 
Fabula narratur..—— you that prefer the 
pleaſures of 11a to the ſervice of Chriſt ; thar 
will renonnce - your part in God and Chriſt 
and eternal happinels, to ſatisfie a baſe luſt; 
that will ſtake your Souls for a few minutes 
of ſinful delights; can any man be guilty 
of greater madneſs? do ye know what 
ye do, or what ye ſpeak, when ye ſay in 
your hearts this Juſt ſhall reign, but Chriſt 
ſhall not reign ? le ws break, his bonds, 
and caſt lus cords far away from us? this is 
treaſon 
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Luk. 19. 


27. 


treaſon againſt the Crown of Heaven ; your 
Blood, your Life, your Soul muſt go for this, 
T boſe mine enemies that would not that I ſhould 
reign over them, bring them out and ſlay them 
ore me. The Lord open your eyes that you 
may fee the madaeſs of this; for moſt true is 
that of Solomon concerning ſinners, Madreſs 
is in; their beart while they live, and aſter that 
they go to the dead, FEcclel, g. 3. 
dy, Now having ſhewed you the cau- 
fes why 1o many do neglect taking up the Toks 
of Chriſt; and laid before you the aggrava- 
tions of the ſin ; let me lay down but three 
conſiderations, if the hardneſs of your heart 
will ſuffer you to take them in. 

Firſt, Confider what you will anſwer to 
Chriſt for ſlighting his Toks; do ye believe 
there is ſuch a day coming wherein the Lord 
Chriſt will fit in judgment upon every Soul, 
and in which eyery one muſt give an account 
of himſelf to God; if ye donot, ye do not 
owne the Bible ; ye do not believe the Scri- 
ptures to be the word of God: for there is 
no truth more plainly atteſted in the Scri 


Pptures than this : See As 17. 31. Rom. 2, 


$, 6. and chap, 14. 10, 11, 12, 2 Corinth. x. 
10. 2 Theſſ. 1. 8, 9, 10. Heb. g. 27. James 5. 
9. Revel. 20, 12,13. and many places more, 
And if ye do believe a judgment to come, 
pray tell me what you think the buſineſs of 
that day will be ? will it not be to take an 
account. how you and I have carried it to 
Chriſt ? God bath ſent him into the world to 


2 Tin. x. dye for ſinners, to bring life and immortality 
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' Pb light through rhe Goſpel, to-fix the terms and 


conditions of life and falvation - and theſe 
terms are- ſubjeftion and obedience to Jeſus 
Chriſt and his commands as King and Lord; 
and the buſineſs of that day will be to take an 
account what complyance we have made with 
theſe-terms z not whether we have profeſſed 
him., and outwardly owned him ; but whe- 
ther we have cloſed with him upon the condi- 
tions of the Goſpel. ' Now you that have re- 
fuſed- or neglected taking up the Toke of 
Chriſt,- how will you anſwer it to Chrilt in 
that dreadful Day ? 

1, *Will you ſay you were not called ? 
that you cannot; for God hath called you 
many ways; many of you have had calls by 
your Parents in a Godly education ; calls by 
inſtruftion ; calls by counſel; calls by cor- 
reftion; calls by Godly examples; many of 
you have been called by being placed in reli- 
gious families under Godly Maſters, or Godly 


Tutors and Governours. Many of you'have ;. . 
been called by afflifttons, by: the voice of the ; 


rod of God; all of you have been called by 
the diſpenſation of the Goſpel; for what is the 
work of Miniſters. but to call you to Chriſt to 
take vp his Yoke ? th; 
Wilt you ſay you were too young? that you 
can't; for others as young as you have heard 
tis call, and obeyed, taking up his Toe be- 
times. Beſides, it is your duty to make it 
your firſt work, Mate. 6. 33. Seek. ye firſt the 
kingdom of God and hu righteouſneſs. 
"Wil you fay you have preſent cortern- 
| T ments 
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ments that muſt firſt be attended. -to:2. that 
you cannot; for there is nothing in the 
World of fo great coacernment as this, - Be? 
ſides, God hath' made a promiſe of all other 
things to Godlineſs for this very reaſon, that 
we might be incouraged toan early. practice 
of it, and to leave the neglecters of it with- 
out excule, eats. 6.33. 1 Tim; 4. 8. Pſal. 
C6: Td... "> 

Will you fay, you expected a longer time 
inthe World far thiswork ? but how could 
that be ? why ſhould you expect what God 
never promiſed ? or why ſhould God length- 
en your days for you to ſpend in the ſervice 
of your luſts? you that, would not repent of 
fin, and tura to Chrift in the time that God 
gave you for that purpoſe; neither would 
yau have done it if the Lord had lengthened 
your life to the age of Methuſelah. . There» 
fore your mouth will be ſtopped, and you 
found ſpeechleſs in that dreadful Day of ac- 
count. | 

Secondly, Conſider you that will not. come 
under the Toke of Chriſt, muſt come under 
the wrath of Chriſt: You ſhake off this, 
you cannot ſhake off that, There is a two- 
fold diſpenſation of wrath to theſe Sons of 
Belial ; one in this World, the other in the 
World to come. 

1. That in this World lies in giving them 
up to their own corrupt wills, and laſts of 
their own hearts. And this is wrath to the 
witermoſt, as it is calld 1 Theſ. 2. 16, There 
can be no greater expreſſion of Gods wrath 
in 
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ig this world, than to give a man up to his 
own luſts. And when a man fits under Got: 
pel-ſeaſons, and hath ſin diſoyered, Chrilt 
tendred, faith ,and obedience . preſſed upon 
him, and yet will not bearken to the voice 
of God herein, nor leave his tuſts for Chriſt, 
that man is very near to this judgment. 
See Pſal. 81.11. 12. My people wouldnot heark. 
en to my voice, Iſracl would none of me, ſo 1 gaue 
them up to their own hearts luſts,. and they walk; 
ed jn their own counſels, This is a diſpenſati- 
on of wrath in this world. 

2. There isa diſpenſation of wrathin the 
next world, and that lies in the pouring out 
of eternal vengeance. Now l pray conlider 
this : you can refuſe preſent obedience, bur 
can ye refuſe eternal vengeance? you may ſay, 
I will. not come, under Chrilt's Yoke z but can 
you fay,. 1 will not come under his, wrath ? 

qu read of ſome that ca}l for the mountains 
to fallon them,and bide them from the wrath of 
the lamb, Revel, 6. 16. but all in vain. How 
Het we eſcape if we neglett ſo great ſa'vation ? 
eb, 2.3. mark, if we neolett , he doth not 
ſay, .if we reje&t and renounce it; if we ſcoff 
at, and deride it, if we oppoſe and perſeciite 
it; no, but if we neylett it; the word is 
duennoas]es, the ſame as in Mate. 22. oF. They 
made light of is, If ws maxe light of, Tet 
ſlip, ſhifr off, take no preſent care of our 
falyatiov, what then ? how ſhall we eſcape ? 
that is, there can be no eſcaping the wrath 
of God. It is ſomewhat like that expreſ- 
lion, Rom. 2. 3. Thinkeſt thou: this, O man, 
2 that 
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that thou ſhalt eſcape the judgment of God? 
Thirdly, Conſider where will you lay the 
blame of your deſtruCion ? you'can't -lay it 
npon God; for he gave Chriſt to redeem and 
fave you. Yoncar't lay it upon Chriſt; for 
he would have gathered yoy, and you would 
not z he never caſt you off till you caſt him 
off. You can't lay it npon the ſpirit ; for 
he would have convinced, and converted, 


and ſanttifyed you, and you have reſiſted and 


quenched him. You cannot lay it upon your 
miniſters; for they have ſet before you life 
and death, and declared to you the danger 
of ſin, and the neceſſity of holineſs, but you 
would not believe their report, You can't 
lay it upon your ignorance ; for either you 
do know your duty, and then your diſobedi- 
ence is inexcuſable ; or you might know it 
if you would, and fo your ignorance is in- 
excuſable. You can't lay it upon your 
want of leiſure and time : for you have time 
to ſpare for your luſts, for your ſports, and 
paſtimes, and pleaſures, and why not for 
Chriſt? ſo that you can lay the blame no 
where but upon a curſed corrupt Heart, thy 
deftruZtion 1s of thy ſelf, Hol, 13, g. 
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-.CBHAP. XI. 
Wherein the tryal of our ſtate is preſſed with 


ſeven reaſons for i. 


SE 2. Of examination. If it be the great 
[I concernment of every one to take up 
Chriſts Toke betimes; then the queſtion is, 
what progreſs have you made in this duty ? 
what Toke are you under ? that of ſin, or that 
of Chriſt ? for all men, young and old, rich 
and poor, high and low, bond and free, are 
under one of theſe Tokes, either the Toke of 
ſin, or the Toke of Chriſt. Theſe are the two 
great Lords of the world, and have the moſt 
extenſive rule and dominion; and therefore as 
ye read of the rule and Government of Chriſt, 


ſo you read of the rule of luſt, and the domi- gom. 5. 
nion of fn; and of being ſervants of ſin, and 1 7, 18. 


ſervants of righteouſneſs. Now whoſe Toke are 


ye under ? no man can be ſaid to be under Matr.6.24. 


both ; no man can [erug theſe two mafers, He 
that is uader the Yoke of lin is free fromrigh- 
teouſneſs, Rom. 6. 20. And he that is under 
the Toke of Chrilt is free from ſin, Rom. 6. 
14. Can ye make It out that ye are under 
the Toke of Chriſt ?. this is a queſtion of ye- 
ry great importance, and therefore every 
man ſhould labour to be ſatisfyed about ir. 

And that for theſe ſeven reaſons. 
xt. Becauſe every one of us are naturally 
under the Toke and thraldom of fin; not on- 
ly ignorant of God =" Chriſt, but enemies 
þ ea 
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to God and Chriſt; and not only enemies 
by natural depravation, but by aCtual oppo- 
ſition z enemies by wicked works, Colo. 1, 21. 
ſerving dwvers Iuſts and pleaſures, Tit. 3. 3. 
Every man naturally is the ſeryant of ſin (Rom. 
6. 17.) till he be made free by Chriſt, and 
brought under his Toke by the power of con- 
verting Grace, Now what do ye know of this 
in your ſelves? can ye fay, being made free 
from ſin, ye became the ſervants of righteou- 
veſs ? Rom. 6. 18. 

2. Solong as a man is under the power 
of ſin, he is in a ſtate of wrath. Thereign 
of ſin \ubje<Cts the ſoul to the wrathrof God ; 
and ho wonder, for it is the higheſt contempr 
and aftront the creature can pnt upon God 
to” give. up himfelf to the dominion' of fin ; 
he thar auth ſin, tranſoreſſeth the law ; but he 
that ſubjefts himſelf co the power of it,” con- 
temns the law, and deſpiſes the Authority of 
bim that gave it; and there is nothing can lay 
man' under the wrath of God more than this; 

3, Becauſe many there are that deceive 
themſelves about rhe Toke of Chriſt, think- 
ing they have put it on, when they are mt- 
ftaken. Few will deny that ſubjeftion to Je- 
ſns Chriſt is a duty ; but the miſery is, they 
undo themſelves with a ſelf-deluding confi- 
dence that they have taken the Toke of Chriſt 
upon them when they haye not. Many bleſs 
themſelyes in the goodneſs of their conditi- 
on,” and the uprightneſs of their hearts with 
Chriſt, when it is no ſuch matter; Solomon 
ſays, there is a generation that are pure in their 

on, own 
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own eyes, \ and yet are not waſhed from their fil 
thineſt,. Prov:- 30. 12. This was the caſe of 
Laodicea ; he thonght her ſelf rich, her ſtate 
good, 'her intereſt firm, her heart right, when 
it was quite otherwiſe z wretched, and miſe- 
rable, and poor, and blind, and naked, Revel. 3. 
17. who' better perſwaded of the goodneſs 
of his caſe than Paul, and yet he was an ut- 
ter enemy to Jeſus Chriſt at the ſame time ? 
Rom. 7. 9. 

4. To be deceived in a matter of this mo- 
ment is a thing of very dangerous conſe- 
quence. If you take counterfeit money for 
true, the loſs 'is not great ;- but it you take 
common Grace for ſaving Grace, an hypo- 
critical obedience to Chriſt, for ſubjection 
to the Yoke of Chriſt, a deceit in this'matter 
is as much as.the ſoul is worth, ' It is an un- 


doing miſtake z the fooliſh virgins that went Mate. 25. 
out to meet tht bridegroom, thought their hearts v. 1. 


had been right with Chriſt ; that they had 


had oyl enough in their lamps, and of the y,., 


right kind, till the coming of Chriſt diſco: 


vered the miſtake ; and it was ſuch a miſtake y, ;,, 


as proved their utter undowg. 

5- It is a good argument of the goodneſs 
of thy condition, and of thy ſincerity of 
heart to be willing to come to the touch- 
ſtone, Some are great enemies to trying 
Doctrines ; they can't indure the ſearches 
of the word ; but cry out againſt ſuch preach- 
ers as cenforious; theſe men will take Gods 
work out of his hand, 4nd he judges of niens 
hearts and ſtates, fay they. This'is very great 

T 4 ſign 
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ſign of an unſound heart ; they come. not to the 
light left their deeds ſhould be reproved. Tertul- 
han (ays of Hereticks, They are lcifuge ſcriptu- 
rarum, they cannot induie to be tryed by the 
word. So it 1s with an unſound profeſſor, 

6. The knowledge of this is'of great uſe, 
living and dying. 

Firſt, It is very vſcful in life, it is that 
which you will be forced to have recourſe 
to a thouſand times before you dye. When 
temptations or deſertions are upon you, the 
ſenſe of the uprightneſs of your heart in your 
walking with God will be an admirable ſup. 
port, So it was to Fob, when he was under 
the hidings of God, and had loſt the wonted 
comfort of the light of his countenance, he 
comforts himſelf in his own uprightneſs. He 
knows the way that I tahe,—— my foot bath held 
bu ſteps, his way have I kept and not declined, 
neither have I gone back from the commandment 
of bu lips, Job 23. 11, 12, 

Secondly, K is of great uſe in death. For 
what is it that can ſupport the ſqul in a dying 
hour, but a ſenſe of intereſt in Chriſt evi- 
denced by the uprightneſs of the heart in 
walking with him. This was that Hezekiah 
had recourſe to when the ſentence of death 
was upon him, Iſai. 38. 3. Remember O Lord 
how [ have walked before thee in truth, and with 
a per foft heart, and have done that which was 
Food in thy ſight. Oitis a bleſſed thing in a 
dying hopr to have a witneſſing conſcience 
to-the ſincerity of our obedience. For if aur 
hearts condemn us net, then have we confidence 
TI | k towards 
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towards God, 1 John 3. 21. It is of great uſe., 
therefore to put this matter to the tryal, 
For, - 
7. The day is coming when God will put 

it tothe tryal, The, fire of that day ſhall ery | 
every mans work, of what ſort it is, It isnot 4, 
the livery of Chriſt, nor the badge of bap- 
tiſm, nor the name of a Chriſtian, nor out- 
ward profcſſion of Religion that will ſtead us 
in that Day. lt is not laying Lord, Lord, but Matt.3.21. 
doing the will of God that will then and us in 
ſtead; not a profeſſion of Chriſt, but an un- 
ſeigned ſubjcftion to him. Chriſt is ſaid in 
that Day to ſeparate the ſheep from the goats, Marr. 2g. 
and to ſet the ſheep at his right hand, and the 3% 33- 
goats at his left, The one for a bleſſing, the 

other for a curſe. And who are the ſheep ? 

why he tells you Jobn 10, 27, they that hear 

his voice and follow him; and to theſe he gives 

eternal life, v. 28, And who are the goats? 

but carnal ſjnners that will have their luſts ra- 

ther than Chriſt; that caſt off his Toke, and Luk. rg. 
will not have him rule over them. And what v. 14- 

is their doom ? bring them out and ſlay them YT 
before me. 

Trere will be but two ſorts of men in that 

day ;, ſaints and ſinners; obedient and diſo- 

bedient ; ops rebels ; the great que- 

ſtion then will be, whoſe ſervants you have 

been? ta whom have you lived? tothe world? 

to luſt? or to Jeſus Chriſt ? and according 

to this,ſo ſhall your ſentence be; as you have 

livec, ſo ſhall you be judged, ſee Rom. 2. 6, 

7,8. And, therefore as ever you wonld on 

| able 
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tryal, it concerns you to try your ſelves. 
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Several Rules for the knowledge of aur ſlate laid 
down, both negatively, and affirmatively 


— 


eſt. OW maya man know whether 
_ H he be under the Yoke of Chriſt 


or not ? 

Anſw. 1 will anſwer the queſtion firſt Ne- 
art” © . | 
' 1. Negatively. There are ſome of whom 


it may be faid without the leaſt raſhneſs of 
judgment, or breach” of charity , that they 
are far from the Toke of Chriſt; profelled re- 
bels to his Government and Authority. They 
carry the tokens of Death and Damnation in 
their forcheads : the Holy Ghoſt reckons 
' them np in feveral places of Scripture, one is 
_ in1 Cor.6. 9, 10. Be not deceived, neather for- 
| nicators, nr idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effe- 
minate, nor abuſers of themſelves with man- 
kind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, 
nor revilers, nor extortioners , ſhall inherit the 
kingdom of God, Revel. 21.8. The fearful and 
detent, and the abominable, and murderers, 
and whoremongers, and ſorcertys, and idolaters, 
and all lyars, ſhall have their part in the lake 
that burns with fire and brimfone, which iy the 
ferond Death. Theſe are all ſons of Belial, 
they are not under the Toke of Chriſt. . - 
TEC 
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ſeech. you conſider a little, if any: of theſe 
ſins be chargeable upon you, your caſe is de- 
ſperatez you are aCtually ſhut out from any 
claim-in'Chriſt, You may know, as certainly 
as if God had told you from Heaven, that you 
are ina loſt undone: condition ; the Holy 
_ Ghoſt talls all ſuch chv/drer of dbJobedience, be- 
; Caiiſe' of theſe things the wrath of God cometh 
pon the children of diſobedience, Ephel. 5. 6. 

2. Such as are (coffers, at Godlineſs, and 
make a mock of Religion. This is one of 
the reigning ſins of this Day, 2 Pet. 3. 3. 
There ſhall come in the laſt days ſeoffers, walkin 
aſter their own luſts, Mark, while they fco 
at Godlineſs, they live in nngodlineſs, walk 
after their own luſt; ; they will not leave their 
laſts, and therefore ſcoff at Religion becauſe 
that oppoſes their luſts. Now what ſays the 
Scripture ? Fudgment is prepared for ſcorners, 
Prov. 19. 29. 2 Chron. 36. 16. Theſe there- 
fore do openly declare they are not under 
the Yoke of Chriſt. 

3. Such as have a ſecret enmity againſt 
the power of Religion; they have a form: of 
godlineſs, bur deny the power of it, 2 Tim. 3. 
5. Theſe can be no ſubjefts of Chriſts King- 
dom, for the Kingdom of God is-not 1a 
word bur in power. 

; 4. Such as have their ſecret reſerve in clo- 
ſing with Chriſt; they will not let Benjamin 
go; ſort Tweet 19, ſore profitable luſt they 
will not part with, 'Theſe are not' under 
the Toke of Chriſt, for the that comes to 
Chriſt, and hates not father, and mother, and 


wife, 
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Wiſe, and childrex, and brethren, and ſiſters, 
yea and bis own life alſo, be cannot be my Di- 
feiple, Luke 14. 26. 

5. Such as livein the ſinful negleft of Gods 
worſhip, that flight hearing the word, re- 
ſtrain prayer before God; have no regard to 
their Souls. Such are not under the Toke of 
Chriſt; for he that ss of God heareth Gods 
word, John 8. 47. No man that flights the 
word and worſhip of God , can be under 
Chriſts Toke ; for it is the word that faſtens 
this Toke. 

6. Such. as give vp themſelyes to carnal 
pleaſures and delights, that are lovers of 
pleaſures more than lovers of God, 2 Tim. 3. 
4. Theſe were never yet under the Yoke of 
Chriſt, for they that are Chriſts have crucifi- 
ed the fleſh with the affettions and luſts, Gal. 


, 24- 
- 7. He that truſts to his own righteouſneſs, 
and looks to find acceptance for that, was 
never under the Toke of Chriſt ; for this is a 
plain rejeC(ting of Chriſt, it puts him out of 
office; a man makes a Saviour of his own 
duties, and ſo as other men periſh by their 
ſins, this man periſhes by his duties. None 
do reject Chrilt more than theſe, Rom. 10. 
3. Going about to eſtabliſh their own righteouſ. 
meſs , they have not ſubmitted to the righteouſneſs 
of God, 

8. Such as ſee no nced of any ſtrength 
for duty but their own, can do all without 
any ſupernatural aids and divine incomes ; 
ſuch were never under the Toke of Chriſt, 
For 


Ro 
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For that will ſhew-a-man his daily need of 
divine power fot every performance. 

' .. 9, He that never felt the burden of fin, 

was never under the Toke of :Chriſt; For 

none elſe are call'd to take it up, Afate. 

11, 28, 29. 

10, Such as maintain an ungrounded con- 
fidence of the goodneſs of their condition, 
without any experience of a change made in 
them, are perſwaded their ſtate is ſafe, but 
cannot ſhew one good ground for»it; theſe 
ere not under the Toke of Chriſt. 

O that you that are young would lay theſe 
thing to heart, for now we are upon the 
ſearch, I pray therefore look every one in- 
ward; is it thus with you? for let me tell 
you, whoever is underany one of theſe Chara- 
ers hath never yet took up theYoke of Chriſt. 
They ſhall be reckoned among'the enemies 
of Chriſt that have rejefted his Toke, deſpi- 
ſed his Authority, aad as ſuch they ſhall pe- 
riſh, except by a timely converſion they be 
brought to cloſe with and ſubmir to bim. 

2. Affrmatzvely. How may a man know 
whea he is really and indeed under the Toke 
of Chriſt? how-may he come to a know- 
ledge of the goodneſs of his' ſtate; - by the 
truth of his Subjection to the Lord Chriſt, 

Give me leave to anſwer the queſtion, 

Firſt, More genierally. 

Secondly, More particularly.: 

Firſt, More generally. - There are ſome 
things that will greatly contribute to this, 
and without which he will never attain ro a 
well 
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well grounded ſatisfaction in this mitter 
and therefore they- are .yery neceſlacy to be 
conſidered, and made nie af in this Jnquiry. 
Rule 1, Qne is a full;and deliberate, cony 
ference with.your own hearts. He that makes 
a judgment upon ſlight inquiries, and fudden 
inconſiderate anſwers, ,is very like to be de- 
ceived z3,,jadgment ought not to be pronoun- 
ced but. upon a full heazing,, and a through 
debate z' 4d paxca reſpicit,  gus cito pronunciat, 
it is not zydgment, but fond opinion that is 
paſſed upon a matter, | without hearing 
all that is fit to be ſaid about it, therefore 
ſo great a matter as this is ſhould not be de- 
termined but upon'mature deliberation. As 
it is ſaid of counſel, omne conſilum in feſtinatia- 
ne captum, ſtultitia eſt; all counſel taken in 
haſt is folly, The ſame may be id of judging 
our ſelves, all haſty precipitate judgment 1s 
folly; the way to come to'a rational cer- 
tainty is to make a full inquiry. Hypocrites 
and carnal ſinners overlook what is evil, and 
judge by any.good they find ; and weak Chri- 
ſtians overlook what is good,and judge them- 
ſelves by the: evil that is diſcovered ; this' is 
judgement upon hearing but of one ſide, and 
be that doth' ſo is an unjuſt Fudge, though he 
ſhould happen to paſs a juſff judgment *;, there 
mult be a ſearching out the cafe, that neither 
ſin may' be paſſed by on the one hand, nor 
grace overlooked on the other, 


Rule 3, 


| Rule 2; Another [thing in this inquiry "is 
the light of the ſpirit ;- this is very neceflary 
in: ſuch a:work.. - Solomon ſays, The ſpire of 
4 mas i 1he candle of the Loyd, Prov. 20. 27- 
But the: ſpicit of the Losd. is:the light of this 
candle, cone 1" a he _ _ — 
inward of the belly : .It is this that, brings 
ro light A biden things of darkneſs, and wakes 
wanifeſt the counſels of the heart, 1 Cos, 4- $- 
What is the meaning of ithat Prayer of De- 


vid, Plal 139. 23, 24. Search me O God, and 


know my heart ;, ery.me, and know my tbeughts, 
aud ſee if there be any, wicked way in me. Fe 
doth hereby beg for. ſuch a meaſuce. of the 
ſpirits: light and aid (which ſearcheth all 
things 1 Cor. '2. 10.) as may enable him to 
ſuch a ſearch of his heart, whereby he: may 


be fully aſſured of the goodneſs of his eſtate... . 


You will never be able to come to a true 
knowledge of your ftate*and heart but by the 
ſpirits light and help. Sans 

: Rude 3. Anothet means is frequent and 
repeated tryals, It is not enough for a man 
that would be ſatisfigd of his ipiritual con- 
dition, to bring his heart to the touchſtape 
now and then; it muſt be dongoften, accard- 
ing to the variety of .conditions, occafzons, 
and temptations...  In.,our Law; a man can 
be but. once tryed for,,one fat, becauſe his 
life ſhall not be always.in hazard, ,But in 
ſpiritual matters the .gffner we are brought 
to the bar, the better;;. frequent tryals do 
not hazard our caſe, but: tend to put. it; out 
of hazard. ; How ſhould. a man;know mych 
of 
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of his ſpiritual ſtate chat ſeldom" converfeth 
with his own heart ?; 1 ' lo 3:4:361 

It was a good rule, Tecum babite;. A mans 
buſifiels lies moſt within doors z -and there- 
- fore he ſhould often deſcend into himſelf, Da- 
vids counſel is, Conwmune with your own beart 
upon: your bed, Plal. 4: 4. The word in the He. 
IQR brew is, ſpeak, to your own beart ;. the expreſ. 
from #fion is not limited, and therefore may take 
ON in all thoſe ways of ſpeaking by which a man 
. maykeepupa ſecret, inward and profitable 
communion with his own foul. And this is 
adviſed to :be done upon the bed; which 

notes Retiredneſs and Frequency. 
Firſt, Retiredneſy. In the bed a man is re- 
tired from the diſtraCting noiſes and burries 
» wx tem. Of the World *, and fo is at leiſure for the 

pus accomo- WOrk. 


dam oft rt- ; 
bus confiderandis, &diligentius exanipandis, tum enim animus ſedation 


eſſe ſolt. Moller. in Loc. 


Secondly, Frequency, As oft as a man lies 
down upon his bed, he ſhould go down into 
bis beart, and call himfelf to account eve- 
ry night where his heart has been,” and what 
it hath done qyvery day, | 

Rule 4. Try tilt the matter be fully deter- 
mined, and you come to a rational and well 

ounded fatisfaftion in your ſelves, that 

o you, may have an anſwer in readineſs to 
put all doubts and ſcruples to ſilence. 

Rule 5. Another way is by obſerving and 
fixing upon the fitteſt ſeaſons. There is a 


d time for cyery thing; there is a time to iy, 
an 
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and a. time. to truſt without tryal; a 
time to. Jook inward, and a time whea it is 
more proper to look ypward. Every time 
is not a fic ſeaſon for this work ; ſometimes 
the, Soul is beclouded, tempted, deſerted, 
defiled by new fins, and theſe are times where- 
in it is ſet againſt it ſelf; and now all is 
naught, all is Hypocriſie 3 prejudiciam tolke 
judicium, it is commonly ſeen ſo. When He- 
mar is under the hiding of God, how is 
judgment. blinded, and all Grace is bid. If 
David be under a cloud, preſently he is calt 
off. He that looks upon. his face in a bro- 
ken glaſs will appear a moſt deformed ctea- 
ture: As he that walks in a dark night, is 
apt to; think every buſh a Thief; he faglies 
nothing but objects of fear and terrour; ſo 
it is in this caſe. And therefore in. ſuch a 
conditian.it, is better to call upon the Spul, 
as Devid did, to truſt and wait, Multiply 
direct acts ot Faith more, and reflect leſs; 
It is ag.excellent piece of wiſdom to take the 
proper ſeaſon for every duty. 

Rule 6. If upon good evidence thou art 
able to proye the ſincerity of thy heart to 
Chriſt, don't queſtion the goodneſs of thy 
ſtate becauſe of the Hypocrites carnal cons 
hidence. The fooliſh Virgins thought their 
Oyl as good as that of the wiſe, but the Oyl 
of the wiſe, Virgins was of the right kind 
notwithſtanding that. Many a corrupt 


Judge paſſes a wrong, ſentence, but a righ- 


teous Judge, that guides bimſelf by evidence 
and Law, may doright for all that, Many a 
u mil 
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man may be rich in a Dream, but whatthen ? 
may not therefore a waking man know what 
his Eſtate is, or whether it be his or not ? 
The Tark is confident of his Religion; the 
Few as confident of his ; the Papi# is certain 
of his to an infallibility ; and yet this doth 
nat hinder but that a Proteſtant may certain- 
ly know that he is in the true way, and that 
they are woſully deceived and given vp to 
delieve lies, 

Rale 7, Be ſure to make uſe of a right 
rule to judge by, for Reftum oft index ſui & 
obliqns;, No man can make a true jutgment 
bat'by a right rule; if that be crooked or 
falſe, the judgment that is made by it 'muſt 
needs be wrong. If the tonchſtone be not 
right, you can never judge of the metal. 

Before I ſhew you which is the true rule, 
let me warn yor againſt ſome falſe rules 
which many try and deceive themſelves by. 

Eirft, Some meafore themſelves by them: 
felves; ſuch the Apoſtle ſpeaks of 2Corinth. 
Io. 12. They meaſure themſelves by themſelves, 
and compare themſelves with themſelves. But 
he charges this praQtice with folly, ſays he, 
they are not wiſe, 4 owioty, They never come 
to underſtand their caſe; alas how ſhould 

they ? the obliquity of the perſon is hid in 
the crookedneſs of the rale. For a man to be 
his own rule and ſtandard is great folly, 
and yet nothing more common than to judge 
a mans ſelf by the ptefumed goodneſs of his 
own heart; though. it is the greateſt cheat 
and impoſtor in the World : The Holy _ 
| > 
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tells us fo, the heart is decertful above all things, 
Jerem-'27;' 9. You read of decgitſs! riches, 
Mat,13. 22. deteirful weights, Mic. 6, 11, 
deceitful witneſſes , Prov. 14. 25. deceitful 
Prophets, Ferem. 2.3. 26.: deceitful tongues, 
Pſal. 52. 4. @ deceitful Devil, Revel. 20, 3, 
but the heart is deceitful above them all x 
Satan himſelf could never deceive a man if 
his own hedrt did not deceive him. It hath 
a thouſand deceits: It paints ſin with the co- 
tour of vertue : It bides ſcom'a man the evil 
that is real, and flatters him with a good that 
is ſeeming : It perſwades a man he hath the 
good he hath-not ; -and if there be any good, 
that the good. he hath 1s greater than it. is ! 
Ie prefents him with common Grace for ſa- 
ving: It makes him take education for cons 
verſion, and moral virtues for Goſpel Holi- 
neſs : It js endleſs to trace the heart in its 
feveral deceits; and therefore for a man to' 
meaſure himſelf by himſelf, when the heart. 
is ſodeceitful, muſt needs be a falſe rule of 

enr. 3 7; 
"Secondly , Somme meaſure themſelves by 
ſuckh'as come ſhort of their attainments z 
thus did-the Phariſee 10 Luk. 18. 11, God 1 
thank thee'that 1 am not as other men are, ex- 
tortioners, wnjuſt, adulterers, nor as this Pub- 
litan; and this was the faife rule that decezv- 
ed him, Alas, what is all this? nature may 
be refined and yet be but nature; and when 
all is done it giveth one man no more advan- 
tage of. acother than tame Beaſts have of 
wid. A tame Beaſt is as much a Beaſt as 
+ they 
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they that are wild. We may not be ſo bad 
as the worſt, and yet may be: worſe than we 
think ; and we may be better than ſome, and 
yet not be ſo good as we ought... 

Thirdly, Some make a judgment of their 
condition by the judgment of others. If 
ſuch as are Godly, wile, and diſcerning do 
approve and commend them, 'this puts all 
out of doubt, and makes them cbnfident of 
their good condition. Nothing blinds a man 
more to himſelf thanthe applauſe of others; 
for this bolds him-ia a pleaſant dream of an 
imaginary excellency, and puffs him up with 
an opinion of thoſe virtues in himſelf, which 
he is an utter ſtranger to. Alas what is 
the judgment of others about the truth: of 
my Godlineſs, that I ſhould value and judge 
my ſelf by that ? How often have good men 
been miltaken in their opinion and judgment 
of others. The Diſciples judged Fudasrto 
have been as ſincere, and true ro. Chriſt as 
themſelves, and could ſuſpeft themſelves. as 
ſoon as him ; nay rather than him. And 
therefore when Chriſt tells them one of you 


Mart. 25, ſhall betray me, they every one cry out, Lord; 


21. 22. 


is ie [? they little thought that /ſcarioe had 
been ſuch a Fudas, How was Peter deceived 
in Simon Magus, and the Apoltle Fobn in 
the falſe Diſciples; and never knew what 
they were till their Apoſtaſy detected their 
Hypocriſie, 1 John 2. 19, Men judge by 
what they ſee, and that is only what ap- 
pears. Now a man may be one thing in _ 
ance, and another thing in reality, Our 1 
y 
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 Ehriſt ſpeaks of ſome that are in ſbeeps cls- 


thing, and yet are inwardly ravening wolves, 
The Opticks = ſole ſuperficies videntur, we 
only ſee the ſurface of things ; and it is true, 
who can ſee another mans infide ? who can 
tell what principle 1 am ated by in the wor- 
ſhipof God ? or ſay what my aims and ends 
are? they may be right or wrong, true or 
falſe for onght any other man knows. Many 
ſhall in that Day, when God ſhall judge the ſe- 
crets of men by Jeſus Chriſt, be condemned 
for Hypocrites that have paſſed through this 
World with an applauſe for Eminent Saints ; 
for ſecret fins may be retained under an 0- 
= profeſſion of holineſs, and men judge 
y the profeſſion that is made, becauſe they 
ſee not the ſecret luſts that are inJulged, 
This is therefore a falſe rule to judge by. 

Fourt"'y, Some make outward reforma- 
tion the 741i-! -o judge of their ſubjetion to 
Chriſt by. i: they leave their open wicked- 
neſſes, their ſcandalous praftices, and live ſo- 
berly in the World, this isa rule by which 
they judge their caſe good. Now this 1s 
a falſe rule to judge by. 

For, 1. Open ſins may be reformed, and 
yet heart Iluſts may be reſerved, and fo the 
Soul is in as dangerous a condition as ever, 
An impoſtnme in the Bowels may as ſurely 
kill a man as the plague in the fleſh, Where 
lin is outwardly Brfaken , and yet ſecretly 
beloved, there the Diſeaſe 'is not cured but 
ſtruck in; and ſo is' as mortal as before. Kk 
is not the refraining ſin that weakens it, but 
U 3 the 
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the withdrawing the heart from-it; - It is a 
leſs evil to do fin and not love it, than it is to 
love fin and not do it; for the doing fin may 
poſlibly be from weakneſs of Grace, bnt the 
love of ſin is always from theſtrength of luſt. 

2. A man may, as to outward aCts, let all 
lin go, and yet be a ſecret enemy to Chriſt z 
for the Enmity (as the Law ſays of treaſon a- 
gainſt the King). lies not in overt aQts, 
but in the depravedneſs and carruption of 
the heart; and what is it for all luſts to be 
reſtrained, unleſs the heart alfo'be fwbdued 
to Chriſt? A Dog tyed up from doing harm 
isa Dog ſtill, There may be a ceſſation of 
arms between Enemies, and yet the quarrel 
may remain, though the War ceaſe. A fin- 
ner may lay the weapon of ſin out of his 
hand, and yet the enmity againſt God ftill 
remain in his heart. And therefore for a 
man to meaſure his Religion from an out- 
ward reformation only, is to judge by a 
falſe rule. Not but that an outwaid refor- 
mation is neceſlary, (for though a man may 
have a bad heart under a flrict life, yet 
to be ſure he cannot have a good heart 
with a bad life.) Bur this is got enough, 
for the owt/ide of the cup and platter may be 
cleanſed, and yet the «id; remain wiclean 
and filthy. 

'Fiſthly, Some make a profcſfion' of Re- 
ligion the meaſure of tNfeir ſabjeRion to 
Chriſt, they reckon a-cleaving to, his wor- 
ſhip and ordinances, to be a taking up of his 
Toke, Indeed it is required that all hy be- 
, UCYS 


The Good of Early Obedience. 
lieve in Chriſt ſhould make a profeſſion of 
him; it is a part of the homage we owe to 
Chriſt to ſtick to his worſhip and ordinan- 
ces, 'to bold faſt the ſaith and not deny his 
name. But yet for any man to judge of the 
truth of his ſubjeCtion to Chriſt, by making 
an outward profeſſion of him, isa very wrong 
rule. For, 

1, How common is it to have the form 
ſeparated from the power : This, the Apo- 
ſtle tells us, is one of the fins that a- 
bound in the laſt Days, and that fhall make 
the times fo perilous, having a forms of god- 
lineſs, but denying the power thereof, -2 Tim, 3. 
5. byovles whygorn iveefbnas. It Is NOX pogghy 
the true form, for forma eſt = quod res eſt id 
quod eff, The true form of Godlinefs con- 
liſts in an inward change,by a work of Grace 
and is that which denominates a man a 
ly man, for forma dat efſe rei. And there- 
fore it is not woggly, but wippocu, which 
ſignifies an outward ſhew, a formality, a vi- 
zor, or mask of Godlineſs; and what is 
that but a profeſſionz ſo that a man may 
wear the vizor of a profeſſion all his days, and 
yet be an Enemy to the power of Religion. 

2, That profeſſion of Religion which may 
conſiſt with a ſtate of ſpiritual death; can 
be no true meaſure of a mans ſubjeCtion to 
Chriſt. Now a man may maintaiv a high 
profeſſion and yet be dead in fin ; thowhatt « 
name that thou liveſt and art dead, Revel. 3. 
I. alive to the World by an outward ſhew, 
but dead to God for want of the ſubſtance. 
U 4 What 
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What a lively profeſſor was Fudar, and yet 
in a dead eſtate. There is never- an ordi- 
nance of the Goſpel but a man may be found 
in the uſe of it, and yet be all the while 
dead in ſin. No outward means of Grace 
did ever, nor can it, by any vertue or pow- 
er of its own, quicken one dead Soul. How 
many ſinners abide all their days under the 
loud calls of the word preached, . and yet 
periſh in their luſts; ſo that to many it is 
ſo far from working life, that it ſuperadds 
a fecond death, To ſome we are 4 ſavour of 
death to death, 2 Cor. 2. 16. and therefore 
a profeſſion of Religion is but a crooked 
rule to judge of your ſubjeCtion to Chriſt 
b 


"Theſe are neceſſary cautions for carnal 
and ignorant perſons that are apt to miſ- 
judge their ftate and condition by errors on 
the left hand, There are other cautions 
that./are as neceſſary for weak believers, 
who are. as apt to err on the right hand, by 
judging their caſe by falſe rules alſo z where- 
by inſtead of true peace, their ſouls are fil- 
led with groundlefs troubles. 1] will name 
but four. 

Firſt, One is degrees of Grace, Grace in 
improvement z. this many make a rule to 
judge their caſe by, And becauſe: Grace is 
weak and little, therefore they judge it is 
falſe and counterfeit, and they. have no 
Grace, Now this isa falſe rule to judge by 
for it is not the quantity of Grace that proves 
the ſtate, but the quality. Will any man 


ſay 
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ſay a peny is not ſilver becauſe a crown piece 

is bigger ? you do not judge of it by the 
bigneſs but by the goodneſs. Will any man ſay 
it is not Day unleſs it be noon? you don'c 
judge of the Day by the heighth of the Sun, 
but by the /ight of it. We ſhould try our ſelves 
as God trys us, not by the ſcale, for then 
we ſhould be found too light, there would be 
a Mene Tekel upon the beſt of us ; but he 
trys us by the Touchſtone; if Grace be true 
Grace, if Obedience be ſincere, it 1s owned 
and accepted, and ſhall paſs the approbati- 
on'of God though it be /ztzle, yea though ne- 
wer ſo little, Thus ſaith the Lord, as the new 
wine is found in the cluſter, and one ſaith de- 
ftroy it not for a bleſſing is m it, ſo will I do for 
my ſervants ſake, Lal. 65. 8, He will not de- 


ſpiſe the of ſmall things , nor ſhould we, Z<ch» 4- 
We ſhould eye the weakneſs of Grace ſo as '** 


to labour to improve it, but not ſo as to miſ- 
judge our ſelves becauſe of it. If we would 


pre 


would know our ſtate, the way is not to 0- 
verlook, but to fet them before us. Our 
comfort lies in the increaſe of Grace, but our 
ſalvation lies in the truth of Grace; for God 
bath not promiſed ſalvation to ſach a mea- 
ſwre, but he hath promiſed it to Grace in ary 
meaſure. Therefore though a man ought not 
toreſt ſat;sfied with his Grace if it be never ſo 
much , . yet he ought not fo be diſcouraged 
though it be never ſo little. For though lit- 
tle Grace poſſibly may not afford muck 
comfort, 


$ forward, the way is to overlook attain. Philp- 3- 
ments and leave them behind us ; but if we 13 


Cant. 2. 
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comfort, yet it proves the goodneſs of our 
ſtate, and ſecures our Souls, 

Secondly, Another rule is, comparing them- 
ſelves. with Saints of the higheſt attainments; 
and becauſe they are not come to their pitch 
and ſtature in Grace, therefore judge they 
have no Grace. As Hypocrites think their 
condition good , by comparing themſelves 
with ſuch as come ſhort of them ; ſo weak be- 
lievers think their caſe bad, becauſe they judge 
themſelves by ſuch as have outgone them. 

This is another falſe meaſure, for as in na- 
ture, ſo ina Grace, growth and ſtature is va- 
rious, Some are but children, ſome are ftr 
men, ſome are aged and full of years; ditte- 
reat growths, bur the ſame life 3; of various 
ſtatures, but one in kind, So it is here; 
ſome are ch:l4rer in Grace, ſome are ftrow 
men, ſome are fathers, 1 John 2. 32, 13. 
here is Grace differing in degree but of the 
ſame kind. The green fig is of the fame na- 
ture with that which is r;pe; and the tender 
grape with that which is ready for the preſs. 
la Chrifſts Orchard , (that 1s his Church) 
there are trees of various growths, Spikenard, 
and Saffron, Calamus and Cinamon, with all 
rrees of Fr ankincenſe, Myrrh and Aloes. Bright- 
man makes theſe to ſet forth the ſeveral ſorts 
of Chriftians; ſome are newly ſprung up, 
theſe are the Sprkenard and Saffron , Herbs 
that do appear hpt little above the ground. 
Some .are of a middle ſtature, theſe are the 
Calamus and Cinamon. (Trees of about two 
Cubits high.) Some are tall and eminent in 
| Grace, 


Grace, theſe are the zrees of Frankgncenſe , 
Myrrh and Aloesy trees of F/"\ wy; 
and yet all of the Lords ing... Some 
are Lambs, and ſome are hs and yet all 
are of the ſame flock of Chrilt. Shall any 
one then ſay, I have-no Grace becauſe I haye 
not ſo. much as another ? ls not thy faith 
true faith, becauſe it is not ſo ſtrong as Abra- 
hams, who againſt bope believed in bope ? or 
wilt thou queſtion the truth of thy obedi- 
ence, becauſe thou canſt not offer thy Son as 
hedid ? May not God be thy God, though 
thou canſt not call him as David did, God 


of thy dependance, becauſe thou baſt not 
the Apoſtle Pauls aſſurance ? mayſt not thou 
be under the ſanRtifying work of the ſpirit 
as well as he, though thou haſt net the wit- 
neſſing work of the ſpirit as he had ? though 
the ſpicit is magnmns in magnis, as Anitin ſays, 
yet he is not pearves 5 minims, though hi 

work be great in ſome of his children, yet 
it is not little in any ;, and therefore is to be 
owned in all, Shall a Child deny irs being 
becauſe it is not a Man ? the great Oak, was 
once a little Plant, nay a ſmall Acorn. The 
bleſſipg on man in the firſt Creation, was, 
increaſe and multiply : ln the ſecond it is, grow 
in grace; (0 that it fhall grow, for there s: 4 
blejſing in it. And therefore for. believers to 
compare themſelves with Saints of the-high- 
eſt attainments, and to make thoſe things to 
be a meaſure of the erach of Grace, which 
are eyidences- of Grace in its - growth and 
frength, 


my exceeding joy ? wilt thou deny the truth ws ad 
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ftreneth , this - is a - falſe meaſire. 
Thirdly, Another falſe rule of judging by, 
is much corruption; becauſe they find much 
filthineſs 'in their natures, ſtrohg luſts ſtir- 
ring within, and too often breaking out in- 
to actual ſins, therefore they conclide they 
have no Grace. Now this is a falſe rule to 

jadge by. For, . 
irſt, There is no believer but by this 
rule would condemn his own ſtate. For 
where is that man that hath not much in- 
dwelling fin, which too often breaks out in- 
to actual ſin? indwelling luſt may be morti- 
fied in fome more than in others, and the 
habits of corruption more weakned, but yet 
there is much in the beſt. Look on Abra- 
bam, a great believer, the Father of the faith- 
ſul, and yet how much fin did he diſcover, 
once in Egypt, Genef, 12. 13. another time 
in Gerar, Genef, 20. 2- Look on Moſes a man 
of great Grace, and yet how much doth cor- 
ruption break forth; 'in that fourth chapter 
of Exodvs, what unbelief doth be diſcover, 
what plea”s'to excuſe his unwillingneſs to go 


. on Gods errand. One while, who am / that 


I fhould go to Pharaoh? another while, they 


* will not believe me; then [ am not eloguent ; 


at laſt, ſend by whom thog wilt ſend; as much 


, as to fay,'1 will not go; fo that the anger of 


the Lord wis kindled againſt Moſes. The like 
you may ſee in Samſon, what corruption doth 
he diſcover, inſomuch that if the ſpirit of 
God had not put him into that Catalogue of 
believing worthies, -Heb, 11, 32, you would 

& hardly 


- 
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hardly thave judged him one; and yet Samſon ,,. 
is = Aur for a true; Saigt, thovgh he bad _ nes 


much corruption. wo | 
Secondly, God will not reject little Grace 
if it be true, where there is corruption though 
it be much. If thepe be bur little Gold in 
the Ore and much groſs, yer. the Refiner ſepa. 
rates .the droſs and. preſerves the Gold. It 
is aid of Chriſt, hit far is in his bayd; and 
what is the uſe of the far, but to caſt out 


ſtrayed, And therefore, rome 
Thitdly, You ought to be humbled under 
ſin; and make it matter of moyrning , but 
not to deny your Grace though ,under much 
and great fin, . [There is a great deal in ſia to 
humble us; it diveſts us of our-ſpicicual pri- 
viledges, it ſpoils our communioa, with, God, 
that ſhould be matter of humbling ; it dif- 
| honours 
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--: honours 'God, and grieves the ſpirit, that 


ſhould be matter of humbling; it defilesthe 
ſoul and wounds the conſcience,  that-ſhould 
be matter of humbling z but every 
ſis 0nght to be bewailed, yet our ſtate is not 
ther to be conde s M0 
Fourthly,- Another falſe rule of judging is 


by the frame of their tiearts ; becauſe upon 


ſearch- they find rheir hearts dead, carnal, 
li{Hefs to duty, wandring from, or diſtract- 
ed in duty; hence they give it againſt them- 
ſelves, and judge their ſtate carnat becauſe 


* the frame of their heart is ſo; And nowor 


der that-it is ſo (though it -ought not to be 
fo) if yu_s but conſider three thnigs: {'! 
't. The goodneſs of a believers ſtate vill 
give him no acceptance with God in -atiy.du- 
ty, ufileſs the frame of the heart be righe in 
it. A'carnal' frame ſhall do more to fpoil 
a dufy, than a ſpiritual ſtate can doto give 
it acceptance ; this is moſt evident by'rhutot 
the Apoſtle, 1 Cr. 11. 29, 30. He that' eater 
and trinket b* — _ CIgS 
judgnent (zeta ) to If : Thete is @ wor- 
thibeſx'of flare, and & worthineſs of framnt ; 
now every believer hath a worthineſs of ſtate, 
in an Evangelical ſerife for- every ordinance, 
and therefore for the Lords Supper z bur yet 
he = be unworthy in regard of the fratne 
of his heart'; and where it 15ſ0, an unworthy 
frattie ſhall do more to bring judgment;. than 
a worthy ſtate can do to prevent it ;' thers- 
fore it is faid in the next-verſe, for this cauſe 
many art Wink; and fick- among you, and many 
ſteep. - 3; God 
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2, God may it to a believer under 
a carnal frame of ſpirit in duties, as if he 
were no believer; when he comes to God 
in a carnal frame, God may carry it to him 
as if he were in a carnal ſtate, he may ſhut 
his car and reje@t his ſervices. 

3. A believer may injoy as little peace 
when the frame of his heart is not right, 
as if the ſtate of his ſon] were not right; for 
it is common with ſuch a one to judge of his 
ſtate by the frame of his heart. If his heart 
be dead and carnal, he jadges his ſtate to be 
a dead carnal ſtate; but this ought not to be, 
for by this rule he will be forced to condemn 
bimfelf a thouſand and a thouſand gimes o- 
ver, even as oft as he finds his heart ont of 
frame. And where a believer judges his ſtate 
to be'carnal, he can enjoy no more of the 
peace of his ſtate (rhongh it be ſpiritual) 
than'if it 'were carnal, t this is a' falſe 
rule to judge by, For (344 80M 

Firſt, A carnal frame is one thing, and a 
carnal ſtate is another many a mar may 
be found under a very carnal frame; and/yet 
his ſtate be ſpiritual and good, It was (the 
caſe of Chriſts own Diſciples, therefore he 
tells ther arr. 18. 3. Except ye be convert- 
ed and become as kttle chnldren, ye ſhall not en- 
ter into the kingdom of Heaven, The Diſci- 
ples were converted as to their ſtate , 'bat 
yet they were in a carnal frame, for they 
were contending among themſelves about a 
temporal Kingdom , which they expeRted 
Chriſt would ſet up; and who ſhould be 
greateſt 
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greateſt in it; (ſo Mark explains it chap. g. 
34.) therefore our Lord tells them, they ſhall 
not enter into the Kingdom of Heaven with- 
out a new converſion :- they mult be convert- 
ed from their carnal frames, as well as from 
a carnal ſtate; hence you may learn, that a 
man may have a right to Heaven and yet 
be very unfit for ic ; there muſt be a double 
right, jus bereditarium, and aptitudinarium, 
a right of inheritance, and a right of fitneſs; 
ia our firſt converſion we derive a right of 5n- 
heritance, for then our ſtate is changed ;z but 
a right. of fitneſs lies in after converſions, by 
which our carnal frames are ſubdued. We 
need-but' one: converſion as to the former, 
but we need many as to the latter. 

Firſt, Becauſe this (though the former 
cannot) is a converſion that may be-loſt; a 
man may be in a quickned frame "to day, 
and under deadneſs to morrow ; he may. be 
ſpiritual in this duty, and yer carnal in the 
next; ,* 

Secondly, Becauſe it is a converſion. that 
admits of degrees; a man cannot be leſs or 
more-conyerted as to his ſtate, bur as to his 
frame he may ; there is no one believer more 
born of the ſpicit than another, and yet one 
believer may be more ſpiritual than another ; 
and he thar is ſo, yet conſidered, as to the 
meaſure of ſpiritual mindedneſs which is at- 
tainable, and which he is appointed and cal- 
led uato, may himſelf be ſaid to be carnal, 
and may be filled with complaints becauſe 


of the ſhortnels of his attainment, This 1 
; take 


vw OY RAT wu OO AÞp ST 7T =O 


The Good of Early Obedience. 30s 
take to be the meaning of that complaint of 

the Apoſtle, 1 am carnal, Rom. 7. 14. Doth 

he therein condema his ſtate ? no, that had 

been fin. But he bewails the frame of his 

heart, that in ſuch a ſpiritual condition into 

which by Grace he was brought, he ſhould 

have in bim fuch a carnal diſpoſition and 

frame of ſpirit. 

| _ A Believer is not to judge him- 

ſelf by what is unfixed and mutable ; for ſo 

the frame of the heart is ; what more volatile * 
and unſtable ? now caugtt up to Heaven,ano 

ſunk down to the Earth : now like the Cha- "RP 
riots of Aminadab, agil and ſwift to run the *%15e 
way of Gods Cotamandments ; anoh like 
Pharaohs Chariots that drove heavily baving Exod. 14. 
their wheels took off: or like the wheels in 25. 
Ezekgels Viſion,that ſometimes wene and ſotne: Ezech. 14 
times ſtood ſtill : one while the aCts of Faith 21. 
are high, another while giving way to Unbe- 
lief. Oh how inconſtanc are the frames of 
good mens hearts! look on David, and now 
his mountain ſtands ſtrong ; and the next word 
1s, thou didſt hide thy face and I was troubled; 
At one time you ſhall find him rejoyciog in 
God; at another, why art thou caſt down O 
my ſoul ? was it not ſo with Peter ? Lord thongb qa. 14. 
1 ſhould dye mith thee, yet will I not deny thee. V, 25, 
And by and by, / know nve the man : ſo that he V. 72. 
who judges himſelf by the frame of his ſpirit; 

will change the opinion of his ſtate as ofcen as 

the frame of his heart changes. And therefore 

when you find your hearts dead and carnal, 

your duty is to imaxe this tnatter of monr ning, 

þ, but 
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but you ought not to make it matter'of doubs- 
ing. * You mult pray, and ſtrive,-anduſe all 
Gods means for the removing it, but you 
ought not to judge your ſtate by it, -leſt'you 
deny the Grace of Gad in you becauſe of it. 
This is another falſe rule of tryal. 'Man 
more 1 might inſtance in, but'theſe may ſuf- 
fice to ſhew you how carnal and ignorant per- 
ſons are apt to misjudge their ſtate by Pulſe 
rules on the one hand, and how weak believ- 
ers are apt to miyudge theirs by faife rules on 
the other, and ro caution you on both ſides. 

And now | come to ſhew you which is the 
true and right.cule you are to judge your ſelves 
by, and that is, the word of God. 1 do not 
mean the moral Law, that is not a proper 
rule to try weak Grace and imperfect obedi- 
ence by, for that condemns for the leaſt ſin ; 
Curſed is every one that continues not in all things 
written in the Law to do them, Galat. 3. 109. 
The Law indeed is a rule to know fin by 3/7 
hed rot krown ſin but by the Law, Rom. 7. 7. 
and $0 know our. natural and undone eſtate 
by, Row. 7. 5. It iglightens, convinces, ac- 
cules, condemns, and kills ; but it is not a 
rule to judge our eſtate in Chriſt by, or the 
truth of our Grace by. For by the Law no- 
thing is Grace but what is perfe, nothing 
goes for obedience, . though our ſincerity be 
never fo great, if our failing be never ſo little. 
And therefore he that trys himſelf by this 
rule muſt needs condemn. all the Grace of 
God in him as no Grace, becauſe it-is not per- 
fe Grace ; he muſt be contigually _ 
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ed in bis own ſpitit about his ſtate, becauſe 
the leaſt fin ſubjects bina co the wrath of God, 
ire rey is under qc ——_ = 
not for jaidewent 3, it is t ide of hi 
but —_ judge of his ſtate. 'The' Bellever 
is boundta obey it,, but he is notto ſtand and 
fall by i&-. is is a rule'of life, and for the 
ſubſtance of it, it is moral and+eternal, and 
canino more be abrogated:than the nature of 

d and.evikcan be altered. And therefore 

it.obliges Believers azmuch as others, though 
upon other. motives, and to other ends, for 
they are not to expect life and favour from it, 
nor fear the death and rigour that comes by 
it; the Law hath no power cither to juſtsfie 
a Believer, or condemn him, and therefore 
can beno rule totry his ſtate by. We ſhould 
labour 'to live to the precepts of the Law, but 
try our ſtate by the rule of the Goſpel; for 
that is the rule we are:to- ſtand and- fall, by. 
Aad it: is acomfortable-rule, for in the ſenſe 
of itafſecions go for ations, and indeavours 
for performances ; fo that if our affeftions 
be real; and our indeavours ſincere, the rale 
adjuſts. our ſtate, and giyes-us conkdence be- 
fore God. | '£ 

The ready way to..come to a right deter- 
mination about. our: conditian; is wiſely to 
apply toour (clvesthoſtrCharactersand marks 
which the 'word lays: downs concerning ſtate 
and '\ſtate; for iv deſeribes boxhy the natoral 
and ſpiritual man; it- charaRerizes- both a 
ſtate: of Natute,.- and 'n flage of Grace 3-it 
ſhews by poſitive ſigns who are ſubjectsta his 
X 2 Yoke, 


308 


The Good of Early Obedience. 


' Toke, or Rebels to' his Goverament, / So 


thar'it is caſie for a man by a right uſe of 
this rule co make -a judgment what his ſtate. 
is Asa wicked man by applying the chara- 
ers of the natural ſtate, may certainly know 
that he is ont of Chriſt, an enemy to him, 
and that his condition is a loſt condition ;, for 
the works of the fleſh are manifeſt, Galat. 5. 19. 
So would the good man but wiſely apply the 
marks of Grace to his own heart as he finds 
them laid down in the word, he might certain- 
ly know that his ſtate is good; for the fruits 
of the ſpirit, are as manifeſt as the works of rhe 


As God is principium effends, the cauſe of 
the being of _— Ao _ word of _ is 
incipium cogn {, the rule by which we 
—_ of the truth of Grace ; and therefore zo 
the law and to the teſtimony, I{aj. 8. 20. Solomon 
ſays, The commandment 1s a lamp, and the law 
65 lght,Prov. 6. 22. as & lamp it is the guide of 
our way z as alight it is the tryal of our ſtate. 
And fo the former verſe m_ it, when =_ 
oeſt,id ſhall lead thee, there it is alamp to guide 
goof < a thou awakeſt it ſhall _ ed theo, 
there it is a rule to try us, | 
Try your ſtate therefore by this rule, and 
believe nothing either for or againſt your 
ſelves,but according tothe word of God. This 
is the rule God will try us by, and therefore 
we ſhould try our ſelves by it. The judgment 
of God concerning us will be according to the 
word, John 12, 48. Rom, 2. 16, So ſhould 
ours be. IK bs 
y 
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. But in making uſe of the word for a rule of 
tryal, it-will be your wiſdom to obſerve theſe 
three directions, 

1, You muſt take negative and poſitive 
ſigns together; Many judge themſelves by ne- 
gative ſigns only, and not by. poſitive, but 
this is to deceive themſelves; for negative 
holineſs can-never commend ns to God, whoſe 
commands are poſitive as well as negative. 
A man may abſtain from that which is poſt- 
tively” evil, -and yet be but negatively good. 
So did the Phariſees, Luke 18. 17. 

2. In trying your ſelves by the word, you 
are not to look ſo much to the habit and prin- 
Ciple of Grace in its being, as to the proper- 
ties and effefts of Grace in its working; for 
properties beſt prove principles, and effects 
bear witneſs to their cauſes. That which con- 
ſtitutes godlineſs is the habit and principle of 
Grace; but that which evidences godlineſs is 


the properties of it. We do not know the Fore nos 
internal forms of things, but their natures (atent. 


become known by their properties and effects. 
Our knowledge is for the moſt part a poſterior, 
from effets; the principles of Grace in us 
are not evident to us, but by the motions and 
effects of them in our ſouls and lives, 

3. In judging your eſtate by the word, you 
are not to look for perfect ſigns in your ſelves, 
I} mean ſuch as do exaQtly anſwer to the lati- 
tude: of the Law; for theſe are not to be 
fonnd'in any Believer upon efirth. And if 
we look for fuch ſigns, we ſhall be ſo far from 
receivingany fatisfact _ CONCerning our == 
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thatthe more we try;the more weſballdiftruſt; 
the more we »prove-our ſubjeCtion $01Chrilt, 
the more we ſhall diſapprove it., We are to 
look for true ſigns but not for perfect; for 
ſuch as are common tothe weakeſt:behiever, 
not for ſuch as are aboye the ſtrongeſt. The 
leaſt grace diſcoyered in a behever, af ſincere 
and trye, .is a ſure ſign of his good eſtate in 
Chriſt; chough it be not enough-to fatisfy 
his deſire, yet it. is enough to ſatisfy his judg- 
ment z though it be not ſufficient to fill up his 
meaſure in Chriſt, yet it is a ſufficient ſign tq 
make out the truth of his intereſt in Chriſt. 
Agd that is the feyenth generalrule laid down 
for the carrying on. the tryal of our ſtate, 
that we be ſure ta make uſe of a right rvle. 
Rule 8, Asthe word of God mult be your 
rule, ſo Conſcience maſt apply it, and give 
teſtimony according to it z- for the word of 
it ſelf proves nothing but as conſcience ap- 
plys-it, and argues from it. ' The word doth 
no where ſay, this .or that_mamn is converted 
to Chriſt, is a child; of God, and in a ſtate 
of ſalvation z no, -but'it deſcribes that ſtate 
to which ſalvation is promiſed ; ''and then 
Conſcience evidences that tobe (our ſtate 3 
and ſo infers a certainty of ſalvation from the 
word. - The word lays down things in plain 
propoſitions, Conſrtience makes the atlum- 
ption, and then draws the concluſian : The 
word ſays, Any man that is in Chriff 14 a new 
creature ;, there is the propofition: now the 
good mans Canſcience (helped by the ſpirit 
as I ſhall hew ano): that makes the aVume» 
Io | LAS | prion 


Nate ? why are they ſo often calling the good- 


nellifig Conſtiences, and yet know lit- 
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ption 3 this," but 1 am in Chriſt; and then 
draivs the toncluſion, therefore I ani 4 flew 
efrcdturs-+ The word fays, They that itt 
Chriſts ſhetþ bear his voice ard follow him : Coli- John 16. 
ſcience ſays, but I hear b5s voice and follow him”, 27. 
and thence toucludes, therefore / am one of 
Chrifts Peep And this is that wherein the 

true teſtimony/of Conſtience doth conſiſt; 

in giving evidence according to the rule laid 
down, «nd by that either condemning or ac- 
quitting. 'Hence that of the Apoſtle, He 

that believes on the ſon of God bath the witneſs in 
himſelf, 1 John 5. 10. traly fo hath the unbe- 
liever too; for Conſcience by the light of the 

word witneſſeth againſt him if he wonld but 

hear it. The word fays, the unrighteons ſhall 

not mherit the kingdom of God: but five Conſci- 1 Cor. 6.9, 
ence, Thwart wrightedks \ and thence con- 
cludes, therefore thou ſhalt not 'inberit the king- 

dom of God: And hence the Apoſtle ſpeaks 

of a condemining Confcience, 1 Fob 3.20, 

If our hearts condemn as. It witneſſeth in the 

mhner to condemnation, and in the Beliey- 

& to jiſtifredtion. x 

' Ohjcf.'2. 'But you will ſay, if it be thuy, 

why doth not every Believer know his own 


neſs of their ſtate into queſtion, and fo full of 
doubrs and fears about their condition? if they 
Have a withMIng Conſcience, why is it thus ? 

' £Anſm. It is poſſible they may have wit- 


tle of the goodneſs 'of their ſtate, For, 
' 'Foft; Tiity-may = poſlibly be acquainted 
| + 
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with their own Conſciences, nor keep up 2 
communion with. their own hearts as they 
ought. It is no new thing for 'a good man 
to be a ſtranger to himſelf, who might ather- 
wiſe be ſatisfied from himſelf, 

Secondly, They may have Conſcience wit- 
nefling tothe goodneſs of | their ſtate, and yet 
not credit the teſtimony. As a bad man is 
deaf to the teſtimony of his Conſcience when 
it witneſſeth againſt him, from the power of 
ſelf- love; ſois a gocd man to the teſtimony of 
hisconſcience when it witneſſeth for him, from 
the power of jealouſie and ſuſpician.. He can 
look forward toapprehend the right object, but 
can't look inward to apprehentl his own at. 
He can believe the teſtimony of the word, but 
cannot believe the teſtimony of his own Con- 
ſcience though it ſpeaks according to the 
word; though he bath truly received Chriſt, 
yet he will not receive the teſtimony of Con- 
ſcience witneſſing to his ſtate in Chriſt. 

Thirdly, Mapy-may bave witneſſing Con- 
ſciences, and yet Conſcience may not wit- 
neſs ; its witneſſing at may for a time be ſuſ- 

ended ;, and this is frequently ſo, Partly 

om the contraCtion of new guilt ; when ſin 
is committed, . Conſcience is {ilenced ; guilt 
ſpoils the, teſtimony. Partly from the his 
dings of God ; for Conſcience ſpeaks no peace 
to us, unleſs God ſpeak peace to that. And 
therefore it is very poſlible that a good man 
may nat always know his oy ftate, and yet 
he may haye the withed in himſelf. And , 
yould he but be careful to keep Gopktience 
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clean from guilt and defilement, and be dili- 
gent to attend to its teſtimony, he would 
gickly attain to ſatisfaftion in his ſpiritual 
fate? or Conſcience purged and fanttified is 4 
fairhſul witneſs that will not lye,eſpecially when 
joyned in its teſtimony to that which is the 
great witneſs of all,and thar is the ſpirit. The 


ſpirit bears witneſs with our ſpirits that we are the Rom. 8, 


+ quan of God, And that brings me to the _ 
aſt general cule to be obſerved in this tryal. 


Rule 9. The way to come to a true ſatis- 
fattion about your ſtate, is, to call in the aſ- 
liſtance of the ſpirit of God, . beg his teſtimo- 
ny ; for there is no witneſs like his, And that, 

Firſt, Whether ye look to the clearneſs of 
it z no teſtimony can be ſo full, It is ſuch a te- 
ſtimony as removes all perplexing doubts and 


fears, Tola acmdy dupe what room for <b7/of. 


queſtionings and he es againſt the ſpirits 


teltimony ? * Hereby we know that we dwell in 4 ,,,,... 
him, and be in us, becauſe be og us of bis wil White 
ſati 


Sfying as Stone, p. 
this; if God ſhould ſend an Angel from Hea- 113- 


ven, as he did to Daniel, to tell us we are Dang. 23- 


ſpiry, 1 John 4. 13. No witneſs 


greatly beloved, it would not be ſo full and fa- 

tisfying as thig, 
Secandly, It is a ſure teſtimany, and that, 
1, Whether you look tg the. object of his 
teſtimony, the work of God in the heart; 
be never witneſſes to the goodneſs of that 
ſtate where there is not a work of Grace 
wrought ; and therefore to talk of comforts 
and raviſhing joys from che ſpirit, without 
g true conyerſiog.to Chriſt firſt wrought, is a 
meer 


- Ye 
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The Good of 'Burly Obedbes," 
meer ſelf delnſion; the ſpirit of God bath no 
hand in it : and fo to boaſt of the coniforts 
of the ſpirit while we walk 6#ih the eouth- 
ſels of the ſpitit, it is a Meer pretence z thete 
is no ſuth thing found aniong Chriſtians as 
this. The ſpitic witneſſes to his own work, 
and therefore cannot be deceived inthe ob- 


-- + -xett of his teſtimony. | A 


2. If you look to the nature of the teſti. 
mony, for it'is the witneſs of him who is 
truth it ſelf, 4nd therefore he 13 called rhe 
fp#ir of 1rath, John 16. 13. the teſtimony 
that he pives. to the goodneſs of a belityers 
ſtare is infallible and certain. F 

Thirdly, 1t is a prevailiiig teſtimony that 
bears doivn all the teftirfionics that can y 
way be brought agiinſt vs.” - As the interceſſt- 
on of Chriſt in Heaveftifap ns; -prevails-over 
all charges that are bro8ht there againſt us; 
fin may. charge, and Satan may charge, and 


; _... the Law may:charge, but yes the interceſſion 


of Chriſt previſ#againſt all, add filences all z 
Who is be thut coridbmns ? \i it (briſt that dyed; 
yearather that5is riſen agar, who is at the right 
band of God, who alſo maketh interteſſion for nd, 
Rom. 8. 34. So is the teſtimony of the'Tpirit 
in the heace, aPrevailitis eeſtimony ; the be- 
liever hath'many adytfaries, wicked men 

whofe'tongues are ſet on-fite of Hell'} re 
proaching;-traducidg of theth; Hd ready to 
witneſs ſalſely-apainſt them.” Anil Sataryis not 
wantingtobring in new chargty ag inſt 86m; 
but this bleſſed witneſs' of the! ſpirit in the 
heart, prevails againſt and"drrys the Sovl a: 
bove all. Fourthly, 


The Gard of Eerly Obedience. 
F , It is an abiding teſtimgay, that 
laſts till-jaſtimonies hall be needed no, more, 
There would be-noneed of witneſſes if things 
were clear, and not apt io be called'in 
ſtion; bur ſo it is with the work of God in 
the hears, .it is ever and anon called in . 
on 3] and hence ariſes the need of the ſpirits 
teſtimony; | There will'be no. need. of this 
way of-witoeſs in Heaven; -for there is go 
doubts, nor fears, nor. calling. our tate in- 
to queſtion, but during the preſent. ſtate it is 
neceſſary, for new hidings,*and new terapt- 
ings; and new ſfinnipgs, will cane new doubt- 
ings, and queſtionings concerning our ſlate g 
and therefore the teſtimony of the ſpitit ſhall 
abide, and outlaſt all ones doubts and fears. 

I know this teſtimony may be, and is ſome- 
times ſuſpended z; a good man may not have 
traratt times; iris rare Thar any one harh. 
Sometimes (nay too oſten) he ſins it away 
ſometimes for wiſe ends God takes it away ; 
for it is-an arbitrary ptiviledge, but. he:thar 
hath had it once really, ſhall never loſe-ifanal- 
ly ; though it may be ſuſpended, it ſhall never 
be totally loſt ; for-it isan-ablWing! witneſs, 
and therefore he thiat hath it, is aid co he ſeal- 
ed to the day of redemption, Ephef. 4: 30:; this 
ſealing is not to be taken for the regenerating 
work-of the fpirit,- but for his. witneſſing 
work ; for it is a ſealing that follows after be- 
lieving; After that ye believed ye wers ſealed 
with that holy ſpirit of promiſe, Ephef;, 1. 13. 
and this feal ſhall never be broken off;/ it ſhall 
abide to the Day of redemption. ' And _= 
: | are 
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The Good of Burly ObedBlewce. 
fore above all things beg tle teſtimony of the 
ſpirit concer yrs for neither 
the word of God, nor Conſcience can evi- 
dence the goodneſs of our ſtate; without the 
witneſs of the ſpirit; nay, the higheſt mea- 
ſure of Grace wrought in the heart, cannot 
of it ſelf be an evidence of the goodneſs of 
our ſtate withour- the: ſpirits teſtimony ; as 
Grace” cannot -act it ſelf without the' ſpirits 
help, fo nor can iteyidence it ſelf with out the 
ſpirits light ;, as the being of Grace is from the 
work of the ſpifit renewing , ſo the evidence 
of Grace is from the work of the ſpirit wit- 
neſſing. ' And therefore in this work rely much 
upon the teſtimony of the ſpirit. 

And thus I have anſwered the” queſtion 
more-generally, | 


— 
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CHAP. XIIL 


Shiws the truth of our ſubjeftion to Jeſus Chriſt by 
Jome things neceſſarily antecedent to it, 


Secondly, { come now to a patticular and 
diſtin anſwer to the queſtion, 

How a man may know that he is indeed un- 
der the Toke of Chriſt, | 

There are two ways by which you. may 
make a judgment of your ſelves. 

| Priori, 

A. Poſterori. 

1, By ſuch things that always precede it, 
and are antecedent to it, or cauſal of it. X 
2, By 


The Good of Early Obedience. 

2.' By ſuch things'as are the natural effects 
and conſequences of ic. 

Firſt, By fuch things as are antecedent to 
it. For yon muſt know that taking up Chriſts 
Tokeis not preſently.done ; it is not the next 
work of a carnal finner: there are many 
things to be done in him and upon him before 
this work can be done by him. No natural 
man' as ſuch can bear Chriſts Toke; _ it is im- 
poſſible, and that will appear in two things. 

- Firſt, There is a deficiency of ſtrength to 


It. 
. Secondly, There is an utter enmity a» 
gainſt it. .'4 

1. There is a deficiency of ſtrength and 
power to it. Sin hath made ſuch a waſt up- 
on the nature of man, that it is utterly im- 
potent to any good : and hence every duty is 
an intolerable burden, becauſe there is no 
ſtrength to bear it. So the natural man is de- 
deſcribed, as one without ſtrength, Roms. 5.6. 
While we were yet without ſtrength, Chriſt dyed for 
the ungodly; and the eighth verſe explains the 
ſenſe of it z While we were yet ſinners Chriſt 
dyed for us: Sothat to bea full ſinner, and 
to be without ſtrength are the ſame thing. No 
ſianer can take up Chriſts Toke, becanic of a 
deficiency of ſtrength for it ; there can be 
no obeying Chriſt but by a ſtrength received 
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from Chriſt, Surely ſhall one ſay in the Lord 1 IGi.45.24; 


bave rig hreonſneſ and ſtrength. 

2. There is an utter enmity againſt it.. You 
cannot more truly give a deſcription of a 
carnal ſinner by any thing, than by! his epmi- 


= - 


at The Good of Early Obedione, 
ty to:God and Chrift; -and therefore it is. the 
uſual phraſe/ of Scripture to; call Gpners 
Godsenemies Rs/e thos it the midſt of thine 
enemies, Plal. 110. 2. Thint arrows are ſbarg 
is the bears of 'the Kings enemies, Plak 45. 5. 
T boſe minvermmes, that would not I ſhould reign 
over them, Luke 19. 27. When we were enenues 
wo Were reconciled ta God; Rom. 5; 10. The 
Covenant and friendſhip that was at firſt be: 
tween-God and mag being broken by ſin, an 
enmity muſt needs.cnfue upon it. - It- is; the 
- buſineſs and deſign of ſin to make and keep 
enmity:between God and the creature, and 
mark how the Apoſtle demonſtrates the truth 
of this' enmity in natural man to God, Rom, 
8. 7. The carnal mind is enmity againſt 'God, for 
pur yap ot fo the Law of Ged, nor indeed 
can be. 
[tis not ſubjeCt, and it cannot. be ſubject 
tothe Law of God. 

Firſt, it. is got ſubject to the Law of God, 
and this is a plain conviction that there is an 
emmity. - That which oppoſes God, andthe 
Law .and:rule of God in the heart, what is 
that but enmity ? for as friendſhip conſiſts 
moſt properly in willing and nilling the ſame 

* 14-1 ve}. things *; ſo enmity doth-moſt properly conſiſt 
i, & idem in- an oppoſition of will,” in willing and nul 
nolle,et ve- ling: the contrary: So that for the will of 
= «ic. man-to lye contrary to the Law of 'Gad isan 
undeniable proof - of enmity againſt: him. 
Who. were they that-ſaid, Let us break; bis 

bands, and caſt away hu cords from us ? Pal: 

2. 3- Hy tells you verſe 2, they _ 

uc 
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fuich as fer thewſeſves againit the Lord and a” 
gainſt bis (brit. And are not they cnemics? 

- Secondly, ' As itis not ſubject, 16 the carnal 
mind cannot. be ſubjettiro the Lew of God. 
And' why ? for five reaſons. 

Firſt, Beeauſe of the blindneſs of the mind g 
fin hath put out that light that ſhould guide 
the ſoul, and conduct it to Gad. A dark 
mind is ever acco ied with a diſobedi- 
eat heart. There wnonethat wnderſt ands, Rom. 
3411, and what follows? They are all gove 
out of the way. So Ephief. 4. 18. Having the 
anderft anding darkned, being alienated fromthe 


. fe of God through the ignor ance that 15 un thens. 


He that hath nothing of the lizhr' of God, 
can have nothing of :the life of God; and 
where there is no ſharing in the life of God, 
there can be, ſubjeftionto the Law of: God. 

Secondly, Becauſe of the corruption that 
is in the wlll , - which ſets it againſt every 
thing of God. We will not that thu man” reigu 
over w, Luke 19. 14. , - +» 

Thirdly, It is fromthe diforderedneſs of the 
affeftion, they are all depraved, no love for 
God; and where there 1s no love to:God, 
there can be no ſabjeltion tothe Law of God; 

- Fourthly, Becauſe 'of the ſpirituality - of 
the Law of ' God ; The Law is ſpiritual, ſays 
Paul, but I am carnal, Rom, 7. 14, And 
what he ſpeaks of his frame, is true of the 
natural mans ſtate ; it is carnal; and how 


can a heart that is carnal be ſubjeft to a Law 


that is ſpiritual? - 
Fifthly, Becauſe it is under the: prevailing 
power 
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power of a contrary Law, the Law of ſin 
and luſt cules in every carnal heart; they are 
under the Dominion of fin, and therefore 
cannot be ſubject to the Law of God ; theſe 
are the two Maſters that our Lord Chriſt ſays 
no man can ſerve, Hate. 6. 24, 

Every natural man is wholly under the 
power of ſin, and how then can he be ſubject 
to the Law of God ? Andif he cannot be ſub. 
je to the Law of God, then much leſs can 
he be ſubjet to the Toke of Chriſt. If the 
carnal mind hath anetimity to the former, is 
muſt needs have a greater enmity to the lat- 
ter; becauſe the Law of Chriſt lies more 
c6ntrary to his inclinations than the Law of 
God doth. The Law of God was once writ- 
ten in the natural mans heart, the Law of 
Chriſt never was ; there are ſome notions of 
the Law of God ſtill left in the heart, and 
ſomewhat in every man that doth leſsor more 
ſide with it, and lead to it. But there are 
No notions of Chriſt , nothing in man. that 
didtates the leaſt duty with ceipe£t to Chriſt 
and the Goſpel. 

So that you ſe plainly it is not the ſinners 
next work to take up Chriſts Toke. He muſt 
firſt be prepared for it, for till chen he will 
never be brought to a free and full ſubjeRti- 
on to Jeſus Chriſt. It is the diſpoſition of 
man never to come to Chriſt bur at ſecoad 
hand; no man comes to Chriſt firſtly and 
unmediately, till he comes nnder fome ſuch 
preparations as carry conſtraint and compuls 
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Ttough the ſoul when it doth come, it 
'comes freely ; it isa free act of the will; there 
is no forcing a ſinner to come to Chriſt agaialt 
his will ; if he comes it muſt be freely ; yet he 
is always compell'd to come betore he doth 
came : Facobs Sons went down freely into E- 
£ypt, yet they were under a great compulli- 
on, the Famine drove them. The Prodigal 
returned molt freely to his Fathers houle ; 
and yet he was under compulſion, he muſt 
have ſtarved elſe, Luke 15. 17, 18. I periſh 
with hunger, 1 will ariſe and go to my Father, 

I will ariſe and go; there he comes freely. 

I periſh with hunger ;, there is the compul- 
ſion. 

None ever came to Chriſt meerly upon the 
tender of Chriſt, but as under ſome compul- 
lion ; now what is that which compells a fin- 
ner, one that hath been a blind finner, a re- 
belling ſinner, to come to Chriſt and take up 
his Toke ? they are thoſe preparatory works 
which are done upon the heart of a ſinner by 
Chriſt 2n.| his ſpirit ; till which,no ſinner ever 
doth or can ſubmit to him, or own him. * 

Now I fhall reduce theſe works, which I 
call preparatory for ſubjeftion to Chriſt, to 
three heads, and ſpeak a little diſtinEtly to 
each of them, that ſo you may know how 
to make uſe of them ia the tryal of your 
ſtate, * 

The firſt is, The enlightening the mind, 

The ſecond is, The convincing the Conſct- 
ence. 

The thicd is, The inclining the will, 

Y 1, There 
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71, There is a ſaving illumination of the 
mind. There can be no coming to Chriſt out 
of the darkneſs of a natural ſtate, till the Ight 
of God break in to ſhew us the way. Spiritual 
things cannot be diſcerned by natural hghbr.. 
The natural man receives not the things of theſpi- 
rit of God, for they are fooliſhneſs to him \ nes- 
ther can he know them becauſe they are ſpiritually 
diſcerned. The object is ſupernatural, God in 
Chriſt, and the "myſteries of the Kingdom ; 
and therefore cannot be diſcern'd but by & fu- 
pernaturat light ; Fs thy kghbt we ſhatl fee light. 
By nature we know little of God, but nothing 
of Chriſt, or the mind of Chrift, rifl God who 
commanded the light to ſhine out of darkneſs ſhine 
into owr bearts, The firſt creature that God 
made in the World was light, and the firſt 
work of God in the ſoul is tight. The will of 


man is vge%5 wile abye, a rational appetite z 


ic is acted by the guidance of the mind, and 
therefore God deals firſt with the mind and 
underſtanding of man. And hence it is that 
Chriſt is made a Prophet as well as a King : he 
doth not ſubdue the will meerly by an 
unaccountable power , but by a faving 
lighr. 

” And becauſe the mind muſt firſt be inlight- 
ned in this work, therefore Chriſt firſt appears 
in the office of a Prophet ; not only revealing 
the will of God, as a rule of obedience, but 
inlightening the mind to ſee the reafonable- 
neſs of complying with the rule. He doth 
not only bring light «no the ſoul by the revela- 
tion of the word, but he brings light aro For 
on 


The Good of Early Obedience. 


*, 


by the communication of his ſpirit. We 


bave received the ſpirit of God that we may know 1 Cor. 2. 


the things that are ſreely given to us of God. 

This 1 call a ſaving illumination ; for that 
light:which the Lord. works in ſuch. as are 
brought home to Chriſt, is of a ſaving nature, 
and hath ſaving effects. 

Firſt, It is inits own nature as ſaving as a- 
ny Grace in the will or affetions, for it is a 
work of the ſame ſpiric, and wrought for the 
ſame end, to bow the ſoul co Chriſt; Itis an 
eſſential part of that Image of God after which 
we are renewed, Colof. 3. 10, And have put wn 
the nenrmnan which i: renewed in knowledge, aſter 
the image of bim that created him. 

So that this light differs not only gradually 
bur ſpecifically from the higheſt lightrbat is in 
hypocrites and formal proteſlors. A hypocrite 
may have much notional knowledge, great 
meafures of light in ſpiritual things, from the 
common _ of the ſpirit z but 1n the high- 
eſt degree of ic, it is nor ſaving; for as 
to ſaving light, ſo he is in darkneſs until now, 

Secondly , It hath ſaving operations and 
effects, and that both as to belicving and c- 
beying. 

Firlt, Asto believing, They ſha'l all be taught 


of God,and what then? every man that hears and John 


learns of the father, comes tome, This coming 
to Chrilt is believing; and this believing is 
the fruit of Gods teaching, ſo that this is a 
ſaving operation. 

+ Secondly, As to obedience. As it is ſaid of 
the two bliad mea _— Chriſt cured, that 
2 4s 
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as ſoon as they had received their ſight ftraightway 
they aroſe and followed him. David ſays, the ſun 
ariſes and man goes out to bu labour till the evening, 
Flal. 104. 22, 23, when the ſun of righteoul- 
nels ariles in the heart, it is ſo. So that this is 
a ſaving operation. | 

Now let this be a rule of tryal for young 
ones; have you been prepared for ſubjeCtion 
to Chriſt by a ſaving illumination ? do you 
know any thing of being called out of dark: 
neſs into bis marvelgus light ? can you lay, | was 
blind, but now I ſee ? the ſoul that is ſavingly 
imlightened, it ſees that in fin it never ſaw be. 
fore, it ſees that in Chriſt it never @w be- 
fore. That ſoul is far from the Toke of Chriſt, 
that was never inlightened with the bghe of 
Cirilt. 

2. The ſecond thing is the convincing of 
the conſcience. Where the ſoul is brought 
to take up the Toke of Chriſt, it is the fruit of 
through conviftions. There mult be a three- 


- fold conviction wrought upon the ſinner be- 


fore ever he will ſtoop to Chriſt, A convi- 
viction of ſin, a convittion of righteouſneſs, 
and a conviction of judgment, this is through 
conviction; and all conviction ſhort of this 
leaves the ſoul ſhort of Chriſt. -And therefore 
whenever the ſpirit of God comes to convince 
the ſoul to converſion, he convinces of all 
taeſe, as you ſee John 16 8. When he is come be 
will convince the world of ſin, and of righteonſneſs, 
and of judgment. 

Firſt, He convinces of ſin. This is the next 


. end of illumination, He ſets up,a light to ſee 


ſin, 


dy 
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fin, and then applys the guilt of ſin tothe Con” 
ſcience: for though a man lies under the inh” 
nite guile of fin, and the dreadful wrath of 
God for it, yet till the ſpirit of God do ſet 
this home upon a mans Conſcience,, he never 
ſees his condition, nor conſiders with himſelf 
what todo. No, it is the being pricked at 
heart that cauſes this, As 2. 37. When they 
bearg this they were pricked in their heart ; and 
what then ? then they cry out, men and bre- 
thren what ſhall we do? Ard therefore the ſpi- 
rit firſt deals with a man about his ſins; fo he 
did to the firſt ſinners, he opens their eyes to 


| ſee their nakedneſs and ſhame, their {in and 


miſery, before the ſeed of the woman is promi- 


ſed. There is one inſtance inſtead of a thou- S*2+ 3-19 
ſand, and that is of Paw; I call it ſo, becauſe ** 
he tells you that Jeſus Chriſt ſer him up for a ; Tim. r. 
pattern in his dealing with ſinners. And there. 16. 


fore look how Chriſt dealt with him to bring 
him under his Tok-, and fo he deals with all. 

Now the firſt great work upon Paul wascon- 
victionof ſin. The Spirit of Chriſt by the word, 
ſethin home upon his Conleience,and there the 
work began. This is meant by the coming of 
the Commandment, Rom, 7.9 When the com- 
mandment came, ſin revived and I dyed. You 
may ſee it more particulariy expreſſed in 4s 
9. 345,6. There ſhined round abeut him a light 
from heaven, and he fell to the earth, and heard a 
Voice ſayin to him, Saul, Saul, why perſecuteſt thou 
me? and he ſaid, who art thou Lord? and the 
Lord ſaid, I am Fejns whom thou perſecuteſt, it is 
hard for thee to kick, againſt the pricks, Ard be 
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trembling and aftoniſhed ſaid, Lord, what wilt 
thou have me do? Here's a light and a voice 
there ſhined a light from heaven, and he heard a 
voize;, This did the work. Here's illumination 
and conviction, The /3ght makes the blind eye 
to ſee, and the vice makes the deaf ear to 
hear, The voice comes through the light. And 
what ſays the voice ? Saul, Saul, why perſecu- 
reſt thou me? 1 am Feſus whom thou perſecug eſt. 
There are two things in this voice. 

Firſt, It ſingles out the perſon, and applies 
guilt in a particular manner, Saul, Saul, why 
doſt thou perſecute me ? 

Secondly, It ſingles out a particular fin, and 
that is his perſecuting Chriſt in his Saints. And 
vpon this the conviction ſticks, and hills bim 
with terrour ; he falls a zrembling and is aſto- 
mſhed, and crys out, Lord what wilt thou have 
me todo? 

Now pray mind; the manner of Chriſt's 
dealing with Paxl was exemplary ; it was to 
he a pattern. He tells us io, 1 Tim. 1. 16. For 
this cauſe I obtained mercy, that in me fir#t Jeſus 
Chriſt mizhr ſhew forth ail long-ſuffering for a pat- 
tern to them which ſhould hereafter believe. It is 
as if he ſhould fay, look how God dealt with 
me ; ſingled me out, ſtopped me in the heat 
of my wickedneſs, applyed guilt particularly 
to me, and ſo made me ſee my ſelf loſt ; So he 

will deal with all ſuch ſinners as he brings 
home to Chriſt. 1am ſet up for a pattern. 

So then there are theſe two things in con» 
viſtion as we may learn from this patern. 

3. A ſingliog out the perſon, charging ſin 
parti- 
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particularly. thou art the man. And. in- 
deed where conviction of fia is thronghly 
wrought, the word is as particularly apply- 
ed ro the ſoul as it was to Saw/, when it 
called him by name; and it is this that is 
called the coming of the commandment. It. 
comes bome, and ſingles out he ſinner, as 
if it ſaid, tho: Thomas, thou John. 

2, There is in conviction molt commonly a 
ſetting home ſome particular hn upon the 
Conſcience. For we ſay Generalia non pun- 
gunt convictions don't lye in a general 
charge. Indeed in the progreſs of the work _ 
all fin is ſet home: for the ſpirit is « fpiric 1A 4+ 4- 
of judgment , and therefore every fin muſt 
come under the judgment of the ſpirit. He 
holds the glaſs of the Law before the ſin- 
ners eyes till ke makes him fee all; not on- 
ly the ſins that break out, but the loſt that 
is within; not only the wickedneſs of his 
life, but the plague of his heart, and the 
fin of his nature. But yet he firſt begins 
with ſome partjcular ſin. And uſually 
(though the methods of the ſpirit are here- 
in very various) he begins with ſome chief ſin. 

Thus when Chriſt would deal effeftuall 
with the woman of Samaria, he begins with 
that which was her chief ſin, her living in 
Adultery z The man Yhou now haſt is uot thy John 4.18, 
busband, Thou haſt had five Husbands, 
and yet after all thou liveſt in Adultery, 
This word ſtruck her to the heart, and 
by this ſhe was led into a fight of all her 
fins; for ſaid ſhe (v 29 ) Come fer a4 mar 

Y 4 that 
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that told me all that ever I did, Thus be 
dealt with thoſe Jews, As 2. 23, 37. and 
thus with Paul as I ſhewed you, And in- 
deed there is admirable wiſdom and grace in 
this. 

That fin which is a mans chief ſin he 
will ſtick falkeſt to, and part with all 0- 
ther to ſave the lite of that; and there- 
fore the work of conviction is never effetual 
till a man_be made throughly ſenſible of ther, 

Beſides, that ſin that a man loves moſt, 
he will at moſt, and that wbunds Chriſt 
moſt. Now the ſpirit takes that arrow that 
wounds the heart of Chriſt moſt, and makes 
it fall upon the head of the ſinner that ſhot 
i againit him. Thus God happily out-ſhoots 
us in our own bow, whilſt the arrows of our 
fins that wound Chriſt's heart, are taken and 
made the arrows of the almighty to ſtick in us - 
and drink wp our ſpirits. 

This is the uſual way of the Lord, Nor 
can it be proved out of the Scripture that 
any who have arrived at capable years, have 
ever been called home to Chriſt any other 
way than by conviction of -ſin firſt. It 
may be with ſome it hath been in a more 
ſecret and gentle way; or it may þe the 1e- 
medy hath been propounded together with 
the diſcovery of the malady; ſo that ſome 
have not been able to diſtinguiſh of things : 
yet this doth no way enervate the truth of 
what we affirm. 

And though we read in Scripture of ſome 
that were «fittually brought into Chrilt, 

| whoſe 
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whoſe convictions we read nothing of; as 


Lydia, and Z achews,&c. yet it doth not there 
fore follow that they were not convinced 0 
fa before their receiving Chriſt, becauſe 
their convictions are not mentioned. It muſt 


&tliſt. p. 
139. 


neceſſarily be ſuppoſed, for that no man can 
cloſe with Chriſt without a ſight of the need 
of him; and no man can fee the need of 


> Chriſt with a ſight and ſenſe of ſin. They that 
be whole need not a Phyſician but the ſick, And 


Chriſt ſays, he came not to call the righteous yy, 1, 
but ſinners to repentance, that is, ſenſible fin 


ners. This is-that which prepares the way of 1gi, 40. 3,. 


the Lordinto the ſoul, and makes firau in the 


deſart a high way for our God. 


Here then you have another rule to try 
your ſelves by. Have you ever been prepared 
for a cloſe with Chriſt by a through convi- 
Ction of ſin ? hath the Spirit of the Lord been 
at work in your hearts ? have you ever felt 
the commandment come with power ? have 
you ever been made to ſee your ſelves loſt ? 
thus it hath bcen leſs or more with all that 
are brought to take up» Chriſts Toke z convi- 
Ction of ſin muſt firſt make us weary of ſins 
Yoke, before ever we can take up Chriſts 


« Toke. 


Secondly, Nor is this enough to bring the 
ſoul to Chriſt ; but there mult be a convittion 
of righteouſneſs, as well as of ſin; or elſe the 
work would be ſpoiled, and to no purpoſe, 
ſave to bring the ſoul to deſpondency. The 
ſpirit would not only be a ſpirit of bondage 


þut a ſpirit of deſpaiy 3 and therefore he doth 
Z got 


Nortons Or» 
1 thed. Evay- 


Nartr.9.12- 
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not only convince of fin, butalſo of righte- 
ouſneſs; both of the need che finner hath 
of it, and of the fulneſs of it. 

Firſt, Of the ſinners need of it. And in- 
deed whea a man is thus fick, it is eaſy to 
ſhew him the need of a Phyſician. Only the 
miſery is, we are apt to uſe wrong remedies, 
When a diſeaſe is deſperate we run to ſuch 
Phyſicians as are next ; like the poor woman 
with ber bloody iſſue, runs from one Phyſician 
to another, and what is ſhe the near? why 
the iſſue of ker purſe was dryed up, but nor 
her ifſue of blood ; fhe ſpemt all ſhe had npon 
them, and yet grew worſe. And it will al- 
ways be ſoin theſe maladies; no created me- 
dicine ſhall avail in that diſeaſe, which Chriſt 
bimfelf will have the honour of coring. And 
therefore purpoſes, reſolutions, legal repen- 
tings, ſelf righteouſneſs, and all ſelf deviſed 
means which the linner is wont to run to for 
caſe in this caſe, ſhall be in vain and to no 
purpoſe. 

This is another degree of the ſpirits work, 
whereby «{l the proud helpers do ſtoop under him, 
asit is Fobg. 13. he makes him fee himſelf 
loſt, and no help at hand ; that ſo he may 
go for help where God hath laid it; I have 
laid help won one that is mighty. And indeed 
nothing ſo convinces the ſoul of the need of 
Chtiſts righteouſneſs, as the experienced in- 
ſafficiency and emptineſs of all other reme- 
dies. Then ſhall they know that 1 am the Lord, 
when is that ? when all ber helpers ſhall be bro- 
hen, Ezek. $0. 8, And for a poor thirſty ſoul 

(C6) 
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to find all brooks dryed up and failing, oh 
what would he then give for one dravght of 
this living water ? 

Secondly, He convinces of the fulneſs of 
this righteouſneſs, that there is enough in 
it to jultify and ſave the vilelt of ſinners that 
lay bold of it. For it is an infinite righteouſl- 
neſs, ſo that no fin can exceed it; and it is 
an everlaſting righteouſneſs, ſo that no ſin 
can walſt it. And indeed there is nothing 
becomes a more ſutable.incouragement to a 
foul made empty, and naked, and ſtript off 
all, than tp ſee a fulneſs of righteouſneſs in 
a Redeemer, For that is the firſt queſtion an 
undone ſinner makes about Chriſt, What is 
he? what hath he done? what is the vir- 
tue of his blood ? is he able to fave and re- 
cover ſuch an undone wretch as I am? ju- 
ſtice I dread, but can't ſatisfy it ; mercy [ 
need, but can't merit it: 1 have an unſvp- 
portable burden of guilt, but can't remqve 
it: can Chriſt remove this curſe, and make 
my peace with God ? can he be a City of re- 
fuge to me from that avenger of blood that 
purſues me ? 

Now in anſwer to all theſe folicitous inqui- 
ries of a ſoul diſtreſſed by ſin, the ſpirit con-- 
vinces of righteouſneſs ; of the infinite ſulneſs 
and fatisfactorineſs of it, by aa undeniable 
argument, for that it hath ſatisfied the in- 
finite juſtice of God, as appears evidently 


in this, that he 5 gone to the Father, and ye ſee John 16, 
10. 


him no more. 
- Here then you have another rule totry by ; 
| Z 2 they 
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they that have taken up the Toke of Chriſt, 


are ſuch 8s have been made to ſee the need 
of the righteouſneſs of Chriſt. That this, and 


'none but this can ſtead the ſoul. 


Now pray conſider, have you that are 
young ever been convinced of rigbreouf- 
neſs? may be you hive been convinced of 
fic; alas,what is that without this ? you have 
felt the wound, but have found no plaiſter : 
and however you have $kinned it, itis far 
from healing. Have you ever been made to 
ſee the need, the fulneſs of Chriſts righre- 
euſneſs? that your all as to life and hope 
lies there ? that this righteouſneſs hath ful- 
filled the law of God for you ?. that this righ- 
teorſneſs hath ſatisfyed the juſtice of God 
which you could neyer have done? that 
this righteouſneſs hath not only . redeemed 
you from Hell, but hath purchaſed for you 
all Grace and Glory; Grace here and Glo- 
ry in Heaven? and that this is the righte- 
oyſneſs you muſt be found in, if ever you 
are taken into favour with God ? this is the 
tre notion of being convinced of righteouf- 
neſs. Now what do you experience of this 
work of the ſpirit ? for let me tell yon,it is not 
enough to be convinced of ſz, but it muſt be 
of righteouſneſs alſo: this is as needful as that 
to bring you to Chriſt. Many are convinced 
of ſin, and what do they under ſuch convicti- 
ons? why they betake themſelves to repent- 
ings, and hearing, and praying, and reform- 
ing, and then think the wound is healed, and 
their ſtate ſaſe. Ah poor creatures! this 

(though 
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" (though good in its defigned and appointed 


uſe) it this be all they have to truſt to, it is as 
ſurely a-way of periſhing as any other. Why 
then do ſo many betake themſelves-to this 
way,and reſt init? alas it is becaule they ne- 
yer were convinced of- righteouſneſs ; and they 
that were never convinced of the righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt, never yet took up the Toke of Chrilt. 
Thirdly, Nor is thisenough tobring the ſoul 
into ſubjeftion to Chriſt, to convince. it of ſor, 
and then of righteouſneſs ; but it muſt be con- 
vinced of judgment too, What is that you'l ſay? 
not to mecdle with the various ſenſes that o- 
thers give of it. By j«dement berel underſtand 
the work of grace and lanCtification in the Be- 
liever. And indeed I ſee not how any other of 
thoſe ſenſesthat are commonly put upon it can 
ſo well agree with it as this : for the office of 
the ſpirit here is to carry on the work of coan- 
viction fo as to put hongue upon Jeſus Chriſt 
19 all his offices. 1n convincing of ſin he puts ho- 
nour upon him as a Prophet ; in conuwcing of 
righteo-ſneſs he puts honour upon him as a 
Prieſt dying for lin; and in convincing of judg- 
meng, he puts honour upon him as a King ic- 
newing and wotking ' Grace in the heart. 
And the Holy Ghoſt uſes the ſame word 
in the ſame ſcnſe elſewhere. As in Matt. 
12, 20. A bruuſed reed ſhall be not break, 
and ſmoaking flax ſhall he not quench, till be 
ſend forth judgment to vittory, till the work of 
ſan{tification be prevalent over all luſts and 
corruptions. So that by judgment the work of 
ſaaQtification is intended ; and the following 


wordsclear it, for then the Prince of this word John 16. 
. Is 


Z 3 fs 
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1 judged: And indeed there is av great need 
convittion of j ne as there is either of 
ſw or righteouſneſs : tor if a man be not con- 
vinced of fin, he will never be weary of it : 
if he be not convinced of righteouſneſs, he will 
never ſeek it: and if he be not convinced of 
holineſs, he will never labonr afterit, When 
once a man is convinced of righteouſneſs, the 
next work: is believing in Chriſt : and when 
once he isconvinced of hboleneſs, the next work 
is taking up the Toke of Chriſt, And there- 
fore whereever any ſoulis brought to take up 
the Toke of Chriſt, it is the fruit of the ſpirits 

work convincing of the neceſſity of holineſs. 
So then here is another rule of tryal. They 
that have taken up the Toke of Chriſt, are 
ſuch as have been made to ſee a neceſſity of 
holineſs as well as of righteonſaeſs. Thar it 
is not enough to be pardoned, and to have 
their perſons accepted; but they muſt be 
changed, their natures renewed. Indeed no 
man will take up Chriſts Tokg without ſuch a 
conviction as this. Convince him of righteouſ- 
neſs,and then he will ſeek tobe ſaved by Chriſt ; 
but it he benot convinced of the neceſlity of ho- 
lineſs, he will never be brought to obey Chrilt. 
Many a man is convinced of ſin, and yet 
not convinced of righteouſneſs ; that man ne- 
vercomesto Chriſt. And many are convinced 
of fin, and of righteouſneſs, and yet are not 
convinced of judgement ; theſe ſee the need of 
the blood of Chriſt to take away guilt, but 
they ſee no need of the Grace of Chriſt to re- 
new their hearts; and theſe will never take 


up the Tokg of Chriſt, But when the _ 
(9 
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of the Lord carries on the work to a through 
convidtion, both of ſa, and of righteaufreſs,and 
of jadewment, then it is that the foul is. made wil 
ling to take up the Toke of Chriſt. | And this 
drings me to the third preparatory work, 
wheredy a man is fitted to take up this Tote. 
3. The third thing is the inclining the will. 
There can be no taking up the Toke af Chrilt 
til} this de done : for wherein lies our ſubje- 


- tion to Chriſt ? but in 2 conſene of will to 


take him for our Lord as well as our Saviour ; 
and yielding a ready obedience ta his laws, 
as wel) as relying on his merits. And here- 


in the moR difficult part of converſion lies, 


to dring the will to a free ſubjeCtion to Jeſus 
Chriſt, There is no part fo: vitiated and 
corrupted by the fall as the will. The 
blindneſs of the mind, the ſtupidneſs of the 
conſcience is not ſo great as the obſtinacy and 
rebellion of the wil). nature we are: wit- 
lingly fubject to no Law but the Law of the 
members; to no will but the will of the fleſh. 
Irael would none of me,Pſal. 81. 17. 2 MINN 
had no will to me; We will not have this man 
$0 reign over ws, Luk. 19. 14. Ye will net come to 
me that ye might have life, John 5. 40. /t is nes 
fubjeth ro rhe Law of God, ner indeed can be,Rom. 
87. There is that enmity and oppoſition, that 
relnctancy and Rtoutneſs of ſpirit againſt Chriſt 
and his ways, ſuch proneneſs to evil, and a- 
verfnels to good, ſuch ſtrong prejudices, fuck 
deep reaſonings, ſuch ſolicitations of Satan, 
fuch downright rebellion, that a volun 
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fudjeRion to Chriſt is an impoſſible thing, till par. 
Gad puts forth the _ comrntng how. his = TT 


4+ power, 


; a why 
We, »4 w— 
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Power, /and ſubdues the ſoul to himſelf. 

- Sodeſperately bent is the. heartof every na- 
tural man-againſt Chriſt, arid ſo ſtrongly un- 
der dhe impulſion of indwelling luſt to vitious 
practices, that neither. the promiſes of life 
and ſalvation:can allure it, nor the threaten- 
ings of 'Hell and Damnation deter it: no 
tear, nor hope, no'danger, nor reward catl 
ſNop it till an Almighty power do it. And 
therefore'to talk of moral ſuaſions as ſufh- 
cient to fubdue and bring the will over to 
Chriſt, isan idle dream of fuch as either ne- 

_ ver feltthe day of Chrifts power in their own 
ſouls, or elſe contradict their own experien- 
ces, There is no power can reach to pull a 
man out of the hands. of bis fin, but the 
power of the ſpirit.of God, . As no man can 
convert himſelf,” ſo-no means can reach-ta 
do it; -by'the ſame reaſon that: apy one man 
periſhetlr in the exmity of bis will to Chriſt 
and holineſs, all; men. would if left to them- 
ſelves; becauſe there is the ſame.orjginal enmi- + 
ty tothe things of God in allasthere is in any. 

And therefore the government. of Chriſt 
in the-ſoul is-not by choice and: conſent; firſt 
bad;: but þy power and- conqueſt. . As it was 
with /ſ-ael,, God promiſeth chem the land of 
Canaan far a-pollefſion ; but it was not « land 
nninhabited,.chat they might go and polleſs at FN 
pleaſure,'/without any more to-dq; n2, but the JI, 
Canaanies and the ſons of Anak dwelrithere, 
n1 had it in.poſſeſſion ; and therefore it they 
will have it, they mult fight their way into ir. 

John x5.6, Thus it ishere,theelect are Chrilts by donation, 
".: givento him by the Father z and his by right 
0 
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of 8demption; for he dyed for them, and 
bought them with a price 3 but yet Satan * ©24-6-20, 
hath the poſſeſſion, and- by the power of 
ad fin and luſt detaineth Chriſts right ; So 
us that.if Chriſt will be poſſeſſed of his right, 
life it muſt be by conqueſt. And therefore his 


en firſt entrance into the heart is by way of 
no victory. Hence ye read of one (itting upon 
can a white horſe, with a Bow, and a Crown, 
\nd and be went forth conquering, and te conquer. 


fh- | Rev. 6. 2-, This is the Lord Chriſt. He 
.to is faid to lit upon 4 white horſe. ] 4 horſe 


Ne- betokens war : a white horſe, betokens vic- 
wa BF tory and triumph. And he 1s faid to have 
1en- « Bow and & Crown, ] the Bow is an inftru- 
ll a ment of war; the Crown is a token of Go» 
the 'F  vernment.. The Bow ſtands before the 
Can Crown, to ſhew. us that where-ever Chriſt 
£0 reigns in any heart, it is by conqueſt and 
nan E victory. firſt obtained ; The Bow makes 
riſt way to the Crown. 

em- very Soul is firſt a Captive to Chriſt, 


mi- «© before it is a Subject. Bringing into Captiui- 
IDY. ty every thought, to the obedience of Chritt. 
wilt F 2 Cor. 10. 5. VVe never ſubmit to his 
firſt F Scepter, till we are firſt overcome by his 
was power. They ſha'l be a willing people in 
dof | the day of thy power. Pal. 110. 3. It is a 
and | mighty power that brings the ſinner to 
(sat, Fa ſubmiſſion and reſignedneſs of will to 
the J: Chriſt. The Soul is firſt Captivated by his 
ere, F_ power, and; then freely ſubmits to his 
hey {& termes. This Royal Fort of the will is 
_ never yielded up, nor the everlaſting = 
_ Aa "i 
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of the heart fet open for the King of g+- 

to come in, titl his power makes'way 
forts preſence: and therefore this King 
glory ts faid tobe The Lord flrong and mn 
iy, the Lord mighty in battel. Pfal. 24. 8, 
It rs his —_— makes him 'appear gb 
ries, We fhould never own him, noropen 
to him as King of glory, if we did not 
feel his might by way of viftory. He al- 
wayes firſt makes his entrance as the Lord 
ſirong and mighty, and then the eevertaſt- 
ing doors are ſet open to him 'to come in 
as King of glory. 

So that it is manifeſt that' the Goyern- 
ment of Chriſt in the heart is firſt by "way 
of conqueſt. Not'that this is done by any 
violent compultfion (it implies a contra 
diction that the will can be compelled) 
bnt by a ſupernatural power ſweetly at- 
temper'd, in its*manner of working, t0 
the nature and diſpoſition of the will; 
whereby the obſtinacy is cured, the enmi 
'ty taken away, and the will git J\ 
'to a free fubtmmifſion to Fefus Chriſt. "Thus 
Got works tus to will. So that it is an a&F* 
of -omnipotent Grace in regard of God ;# 
and yet the will hath Rill the dominion 
of its own att. It is not forcibly compel 
led, but worketh 'by 'a ſelf-morion , tc 
that to which it'is aftuated by 'the *pow 
of Divine Grace. And when the mind 
is thus favingly mhightened, 'and "the Cor 
ſcience eftftnally convinced, andthe wi 
hy thepowetfillquickening of bn” 

J 
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ly framed for a full conformity and obe- 
dience to the divine will, then is a man 
ng throughly prepared and fitted to take up 
m the your of Chriſt. 

this is one way by which you may 
of. | make a —_ in this matter. If the 
open | Mind hath been favingly inlightened. If 
I not & the Conſcience hath been effetually con- 
fe al-| vinced of ſin, of righteouſneſs, and of judg- 
Lord anent. And if thewyl, by a {al touch 
ctaft-8 of God, hagh been thropghly ſbdued to 
ie inf the Divipe Will, then axe. you brought 
under the Tote of Chriſt. And this 4s # 
er er Be Pre g ATTY 
ys-pregede an toChri 
and are Canſal of it. 
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CH-AP. 'XIV. 


Shews out | ſubjedfion to Chriſt by fuch 
- ſigns as 'are the Gemeine Effetts of 
tt. Na 0 


I E may make a judgment # po- 
VER 'feriars. By fuch 'marks and 
"be ſigns as are the natural ef- 
fe&ts, and proper fruits of ſubjeftion to 
Chriſt. Effefts bear witneb 'to their cau- 
fes ; the refleftion of the- Sun-beams up- 
on the Earth proves its ſhining, without 
looking upward. And this, to weak and 
leſs diſcerning Chriſtians, may be the moſt 
proper meaſures to try their State by. 
VVho deſires a better proof of Life then 
Senſe and Motion ? or better Knowledge 
of a Tree then by its Fruits? if the Tree 
be good, the Fruit will be good. By their 
Fruits ye ſhall know them. = 


. - Now there are two thingswhich are the 


conſtant effefts, and natural fruits of this 
Yoke of Chriſt ; and they are, dying to 
ſin, and living to God: Putting off the 
old man, and putting on the new. Cru- 
cifying the Fleſh, and Sowing to the Spi- 
rit. And where ever a man is brought 
into ſubjeftion to Jeſus Chriſt, theſe are 
the inſeparable effefts of it by which it 
may be known. 

Firſt, 
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Firſt then, take the temper and diſpo- 
ſition of the heart towards ſin for a rule 


of tryal. He that bears Chriſts Toke, will 


no longer bear ſins Toke. VVhere the one. 


is. once put on, the other is dayly putting 
off. There 1s an irreconcileable odds, in 
every man that is under. the power of 
grace to ſin and luſt, and it appeares 

r. In ſearching out of ſin, let us ſearch 
and try our ways. '] hough a good man knows 
mych evil by himſelf, yet he deſires to 
know more. Though he ſees many luſts 
and corruptions in his heart, yet he is 
ſenſible that there are many he ſees not ; 
for who can underſtand his errours ? as we 
know but in part of the things. of God, ſo 
we know but in part of the things of our 
own hearts. Firſt convittions diſcover 
much, but not all; they leave much ſin 
undiſcover'd ; .and of the fin that is dif- 
covered, there is much evil in it that is 
not. Hence that of 7ob, (chap. 13. 23.) 
How many are mine iniquities and ſins ? make 
me to know my tranſgreſſion and my. ſin. 

It isa great miſtake ta think the con- 
vincing work of -the ſpirit is over when 
once it hath diſcovered to a man his ſin- 
ful eſtate, and brought him to cloſe with 
Jeſus Chriſt, there 15 need-;of .convittion 
in order to Santtification, as well as in or- 
der to Gverſion, There are ſinful frames 
of heart, as yell as a ſinful eſtate ; and 
though a- Believer need the convictions 
of. the Spirit, , but once as to his ſinfid 
EE | Aa 3 efate 


1 Cor. 13.9, 
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eſtate, yet he needs then abwys 25 to the 
carnal ' framer of the heart. Thetefore" he 
cryes out, that which 7 fee not' renth tho 
me. Job 34. 32. As there isa height aid 

Eph. 3. 18, depth in the love of Chriſt, whit 

19. knowledge, fo there is alfo in the buſts of 
the heart, And as it is the light of the 
Spirit which ſhews ns the nnſrarchable riches 
of the former ; So he alſq difcovers to us 
the unſerr filthinefs of the latter. 

And this is a great reafon why mary 
good men complain of fin'ntore after Con- 
verfion thari they did before ; and Rilf 
the more they grow into acquairitarice 
with their own hearts, the more they 
complain of indwelling fufts. It is not 
becauſe their Ifs increaſe, but becanſe 
their /ight Increaſes. Not becauſe they 
ſm more , but becauſe oy ſee mote of 
ſm. As other Graces of the Spirrt, © 
that of Light, is 4 growing thing ; and 
the more the light of the Spirit is mcrea- 
kd, the tore of the evit of fin is diſcos 
yered. But hotwithſtacfing their cont- 
"= wp of what they ſe, yer ſilk they 

fire to ſe more. Thonogh a Believer 


finds 417 only itt the fight of his gra- 
ces ; yet he fitids a prefit in the knowledge 
of his ſitis. There are two things which 
teftifie atoud'ts the Foodnefs of otr ſtate. 
One is whett we deſite to, fee! triote of the 
Erie of Or the otfiet. is, whett we 
aefire to brow more of the hidden luffs of 
dit own hearts, The ohe- ritakes Ws mage 
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humble 2nd thankful, the other makes: us 
more: v.gilavt and marchful. This is one 
ms hypocrite fails in ; he never 
ſearches to: know his ſecret ſins: he prides 
himflf in his ſeeming graces, but he ne- 
ver ſearches to know his hidden corrup- 
tions, He may boaſt with the Phariſce 
(Luke 18.) of his Faſting and Praying ; 
but he can't truly pray with David, 
Search me, O God, and know my heart, try 
me, and. ſee if there be any wicked way in me. 
Pal 132. 23, 24. 

2. This enmity in Believers againſt fin 
appears in the confeſſion of ſin, whereby 
the Believer accuſes and charges himſelf 
before God. For this is a great blow to ſin. 
Canfeſſion-isan aCt of mortification. By our 
Law no man is-bound to accuſe himſelf, but 
by the Law of God he is. He ſhall confeſs that 
behath ſinned, and ſhall bring his Treſpaſs Of- 
ferang.. Lev. 5. 5, 6. The Offering for in is 
not enough without the confeſſion of ſin, on- 
ly acknowledge thine n__ thou haſt tranſ- 
grefſed againfsthe Lord. Jer. 3. 13. The An- 
tinomi675 are againſt the Confeſling of fin in 
the Children of God ; and we have others 
leaven'd with the ſame Spiritual Pride; they 
look upon it as a ſervile work, below the 
dignity of 2 Chriſtian State. But till a Be- 
hever jet above the committing of ſin, how 
can he be above the confeſſion of ſin ? it is 
a duty as needful as the labour of the 
pump is to the leaking veſſel ; what the 
Ship leaks in, the pump muſt caſt out. 
Aa 4 And 


Joſh. 7. 15. 
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And therefore this hath heen the -praCtiſe 
of good men in all times, not only of 
David, and Ezra, and Nehemiah, and Da- 
niel, &c. in the Old Teſtament, - but of 


* Believers in the New Teſtament. VYe 
. find not only young converts at this work; - 


Mat. 3.6. Att, 19. 18. but the moſt emi- 
nent Saints, Rom. 7. 14, 18, 21. itisan in- 
diſpenſable part of true Repentance. 

In ſome caſes 1t 15 a duty to confeſs our 
fins to man, Fam. 5. 16. as incaſe of pub- 
lick ſcandal to the Church. Or of private 
injury to our Neighbour. Or in caſe of 
Spiritual Troubles ; that ſo we may have 
the advantage of good mens Prayers and 
Counſels. But it is in all caſes neceſſary 
to confels ſin to God. It is a great Glory 
done to him. It puts honour upon all his 
attributes. My fon (ſaid oſhua to Achan) 
give glory to the Lord, and make Confeſſion to 
him. It is the way toſtop the progres of ſin. 
Whileit is concealed it is out of the reach of 
thoſe means that ſhould give check to it. 

It 1s the moſt rational way to cure Soul 
troubles, and ſettleour comfort. Sin is like 
an impoſtume while it 1s gathering it 1s 
painful, hut when it is broke or lanced, and 
runs,then there is caſe. Or like a wind lockt 
up in the Earth, which cauſes great Earth- 
quakes, trill it finds a vent; and then the 
Earth 1s quiet. 

| Ir commends the vertue of "Chriſt's 
Blood, when we open to him thoſe mor- 
tal 'wounds which none but he can cure. 
It 


my 


oO 


a 
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'Tt puts an edge upon prayer ; he that 
hath no ſin to acknowledge; hath but lit- 
tle mercy to beg. 

It is the next way to forgiveneſs. If any 
ſay I have ſinned, and it profited me not, he will 

deliver his Soul from going to the pit. Job33.27, 
28. In the firſt Covenant it was, He that 
commits (in ſhall dye. But in the ſecond Cove- 
nant,he that confeſſes ſin ſhall be forgiven, 
1 Joh. 1; 9, 

Confeſſion ſpeakes out ſuc h a ſenfibleneſs 
of ſin, as works the Soul to a ready compli- 
ance with any terms of deliverance. And a 
heart brought over to ſubmit to Gods reme- 
dies,is in a fair way toa cure. Thongh ſin be 
a deſperate Diſeaſe, yet it 1s never deadly 
where the Patient is ready to uſe Gods Me- 
dicines. 

This confeſſion leaves ſuch a dread of fin 
upon the heart, thar it - dare not return to 
it as it was wont. Ido not fay but that poſ- 
fibly a Believer may, through the prevalen- 
cy of luſt and temptation, fall into the ſame 
ſin he hathconfeſſed to God; yet -it ſhall not 
prevail as formerly. But it 1s not every kind 
of Confeflion that ſpeaks out an enmity to 
ſin. It is poſſible a man may often confeſs ſin, 
and yet ne-ver forſake it; but perfiſt in it all 
his days; and periſh jn it at laſt. Sau/con- 
feſſed, and yet periſhed: Judas confeſſed his 
lin, and yet loſt his Soul. Therefore 

It muſt be free and voluntary, not for- 
ced and extorted. 

It muſt be in ſincerity and uprightneſs 
of heart. It 
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It maſt bewith brokennefs of heart. 7 


Plal. 38. 18. will declare mine. iniquity, I will be: ſorry for 


my ſin. 

It muſt be with a hearty reſolution 
againſt (tn. 

This is another thing the Hypocrite: + 
comes ſhort in: he cannot thus confeſs fin: 
he flatters himſelf in bis own eyes, till. bis snti- 

wity be found tobe hateful. Pal. 36. 2. He 
overs his Tranſgreſſun as Adam, by. hiding 
his iniquity in hes boſom. Job. 31. 33. 

3- This odds in Believers againſt fin 
appears in the hating of fin. There is 
odinm abominationis , and odicvun nnunicitie. 
One is a hatred that cauſes everſatiaz : the 
other is a hatred that cauſes oppoſition. Bath 
ways the Believer hates ſin. 
os He turns from it as being a. thing 

nfive and loathſome to the Spiritual 
Appetite, and Renewed Will. No natu- 
ral man can thus hate fin, becauſe there is 
a ſutableneſs — = _ 
He poſſibly hate ch is fin; but 
hes me whos; for then he 
would hate all fin. One of a tenacions 
gripple humour may hate pride and pro- 
_ One that is igal and pro- 
fule may hate Covetouſneſs. And yet he 
may not hate ſin formely confidered ; 
though he hates that which ally con- 
ſidered is fin. This kind of hatred of fin is 
ofually for the fake of ſome other ſin : it 
is only a reſerving the affeftions for fome 
Luſt that fuits hum better. So that it 
may 
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be ſaid of Luſt in this caſe, as is faid 
of the Sea; what ground it loſes in one 
ny is gains 18 another. Whilſt ke 

es one he loves another ; whilſt 
ke turns from one, he cleaves to another. 
He cannot hate ſin <4 foo; this is peculiar 
to Believers- There is no Hypocrite ir 
the World that can wnfeignedly hate eve- 


ry fin : he caunot ſay with David, 7 hee prin 119. 


alſe way, but the Believer can, and 128. 
og gn retype mgg 


all afts of fire; that isinipoſlible, © long 
as Grace is imperfeCt, and he carries 4 bo- 
99 death about him : but he hates all fin ; 
gnd darling ſins above alt, as being the 
worft of fms : for theſe are they where- 
by God hath been moſt diſhonoured, the 
Mind moft blinded , the Heart moſt be- 
witched , Satarr moſt gratified, and the 
Soul moſt wounded. 

To diflike ſome frns and not others is 
not hatred. If the heart be right with 
God, the fame reaſons that induce us t6 
hate one ſm, will mduce us to hate all. 
God hates NN; and wherever the Divine 
Natare is wrought, it ſhews it lf in ſoit- 
adſe diſpoſitions. It is a Univerfal Princi- 
ple; which as it inclines the Heart to all 
good, {© it ſets it againſt all ſin. And it 
minft needs be ſo, or ee how ean a man be 
ſaid tobe in fubjeftion to Jeſus Chriſt : for 
one fin keeps poſſeſſion for Satan as well as 
2 thouſand. FR 
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And this diſcovers: mariy. that would 
prove their: ſubjetion to Chriſt by - their 
hating ſiny when-as they do not hate all 
fin. There is ever ſome luſt in reſerve, of 
which they ſay as Jacob of his beloyed 
Benjamin, He fhall not go. Or as Naaman 
of his bowing to Rimmon, when I bow. my 
ſelf inthe houſe of Rimmon, the Lord pardon 
thy ſervant in this thing, Now ſuppoſe a 
Woman ſhould love her. Husband voce 
than a thouſand,and a thouſand men ; yet if 
there be any one that ſhe loves and embra- 
ces, and defires more than -him, would 
ye not ſay ſhe was a harlot ? yes, as really 
as ſhe that proſtitutes her ſelf-to all that 
paſs by. He that indulges to any one fin 
was never yet truly under , the Toke of 
Chriſt. Though a Believer may poſlibly 
fall into many ins, yet there is no Believer 
but hates every ſin. 

And let me tell you, I know not a. fyrer 
fignof a mans being under the power of 
Grace than this. - For what elſe 15 it that 
can make a man-loath that ſin that he lov- 
edas himſelf? Many a man may be angry 
with ſin; but that is conhſtent with love. 
Many a'man may forbear ſin, for fear of 
ſhame or puniſhment. But- this is not to 
hate ſin as fin.'; When fin:is loathed as be- 
ing a violation of Gods.Law : a contempt 
of his Authority :, contrary to his Nature z 


an Enemy. to his Service; and Honour: 2 


grief to the Spirit : this is to hate ſin as 


"Jun ; and he that thus hates ſin, muſt ne- 


cellarily 
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ed manthat 1 am, who ſhall diliyer me fron 
bit. bady;of death * never did poor Priſo 
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ceſfrily hate all:-fin : for all fin violates 
-bis Law, -is contrary. to his/nature, oppo- 
Xs his Services, and grieves his.$pirit. 
. .\Secondly, 8s he:hates it with a. hatred 
of abomination; 16 he hates it with a ha- 
tred of .enmity.4 and this appears in a vi- 
gorous aCtivity:agaunſt fin, » -; | 
1. He prays againft it; Order my. ſteps in 
thy word, and let not, any iniquity have domi- 
momouer me. Pali; 4 19. 133. [Prayers and 


. Tears are the Ghriftizns Weapons ; not 


only againſt thei,ma/ice of enemies with- 
out, -but alſo againſt, the ſobief of lin 


'within. He don'tpray againſt\his tin, as 


it is aid Auſten. did ,jin his Natural State, 
who was afraid that God ſhould grant his 

neſt.' He prayed one thing, and deli- 
ol another. !But be, prays as,,Pawd did, 
waſh me throughly from mine iniquity, and 
cleanſe me from:\ my; ſor. Plal.. 5114. i2- Oh 


the: ſighs and groans. that 2 gracipus : heart 


ſends up to'Gady under the laadand bur- 
den of 1in. We: groan bezng burdened. Hence 
that of the.Apoſtle,' Rom. 9. 24.10 zpretch- 


fer 


moreilong and wiſt-;to be freed- from his 
Chains, then the Believer doth to be rid 
of his ſins. None can know what the 
wreſtlings of a gracious heart are with 
God- againſt Corruption, but they that 
have been wearkd, with the burden of 
It! 


2. He 


2COr.g. 4 
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2. He'mourns end ſorrows under :it av 
the daily burden of his Soul. Grace foft- 


ens the =, and then ſin makes it 
mourn. They ſhall be on the TEL 


Doves of 'the alys on 
every one for toys 6 | ___—_ And 


this is ſorrow of the right/kind There is 
a meet of 6erew arkder th that 
15 not right 3 by rg =-75, em eng 
of m—_ made bar Ny Sm a Godly man- 
ye were made forry, 
be fb re ns for ye 
were made ſorry after —_—_ 2 Cor 
7. 9. wonlmn of! uv, ye ſorrowed 
according toGod. Anditiskwownfrom all 
otherſorrow. 

By its objeCt, and that is ſin. Sim-move 
than any thing : aud ſpecial ſin more than 
ay fro. 

Sin -morethan anything; morethan 
fiſfering morethan aMiction, more'than 
Hell. Nothing in the world cayſes that 
Sorrow in 2 -pracious heart as fin doth. 
Father, I have f.- w againſt Heaven, and 
*n thy fight, e-poor — , Luk. 
45. '24. het —_ or fir. 8 gm full of 
wants, ready to famiſh for hycal, but 
here is his wound , father 1 brave ſinned. 
So as itwas with David. 2 Sam. 24- 10. 
1 have fred greatly-in that 1 bave done, and 
now I beſeroh thee 1ahg away the «11quaity of 
thy fervem ; He doth-- not fiy-eak © 
this judgment, this peſtilence : nay, hets 
willing to bear it, ver. 17. Lo, Thave we 
ne 
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ned-avd done wickedly, but theſe Sheep what 
have they done ? Let thine hand be againſt 
me. He is willing to indure the ſmart, o 
as God would remove the guilt. He-would 
vietty bear his hand in chaſtiſement for 
fn, that 'his heart were but towards 
him inthe pardon of fin. Itis not fmary 
but guilt that is'the chief cauſe of forrow 
ina | —_ : * 

Now the rite out more be- 
canſe - of fmart 'then Pvt. Puniſhment 
cauſes ſorrow, when {ſm doth not. Pha- 
rach is under a plague of Frogs ; and he 
preſently calls for Moſer and Aaron : and 
what muſt they do ? Inmreat the. Lord that 
be may take nway the frogs from me. 'Exod. 
8. 8. he doth not fay, that he may take 
away my ſin from me : he was very 
ble of the phage of frogs, but had no ſenſe 
'of the plague of bis heart. 'So that here 
you ſethe difference (between David and 
Phurach : David ts for the taking away 
of ſin rather then of judgment :Pharachb 
is for 'the' taking away of judgment, 'but 
not'a word-of 'the'taking away of fin. 

'2. True ſorrow for fin :is more for ſpe- 
cial ſins then for any other ſin. Thoogh all 
ſin is matter of forrow, yet ſpecial fins 
above all : And it muſt needs be fo, for 
'by theſe Gol hath'beermoſt Uiſhonoured. 
BY theſe he hath ſoofren broke-with Je- 
fus - Chriſt. 'By'theſe 'he hath (given the 
Urepeſt wounds 'to His own Confeience. 
By thekeSatarhath'To long maingained-his 
power 
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power and. rule in, the Soul. And o eaſily 
inſnared and overcome him. 

The -hypocrite neyer ſorrows for his 
ſpecial (ns. His ſorrow as it is feigned, 
Sit is either for ſome, petty- ſins, or ſach 
as are common to him with others. But 
he feels no remorſe for his boſom luſts : 
nor comes near to that which is the chief 
cauſe of controverſie between God and his 
Soul. His beloved uſt lies ſecure. tm his 
heert.-, without the-leaſt diſturbance or 
notice: taken of it. | 

3. He maintains a; conſtant conflict 
againſt ſin. And this is a natural effeft of 
hatred ;. for hatred ftirrgth up ſtrife, Prov. 
Io. 12. hence ye read of Briving ag ain#t 


ſon. Heb. 12. 4+ &«y re aviConer it 1s a mi- 
. litary word,-and implies. an oppoſing and 


fighting as againſt an enemy, to whom a 
man is reſolved not to yield. And the ene- 
my is here faid to be ſm ; which is the 
greateſt enemy in the world ; and makes 
the fierceſt war. : for. it wars againſt the 
Soul. 1. Pet. 2. 11. againſt the grace of 
the Soul : againſt the.,yeace and comfort 
of the ſoul; againſt the life and falvation 
of the Soul. : Hence it is that the life of 
a Chriſtian is a continual warfare. - The 
Age that men obſerve: in Civil Wars is 
from ſixteen years old. to ſixty : but this 
war commences from; the firſt moment of 
taking up the Toke of Chriſt, to. the laſt 
moment that a man4lives in the world. 
Every man. that is born again, is born 4 

' man 


ſenſe) he keeps up muy eampdy , 2 truce- 


les war with ſin.z what is: the company of Cygr. 5. 1 3. 


two armies in the Shulamite, but the luſts- of 
the.Fleſh, and the Graces of the Spirit, 
in continual conflict, and oppoſition of 
each other ? - So the Apoſtle: explains ir. 
Gal. 5. 17. The Fleſh luſteth againſt the Spir 
rit, and the Spirit againſt the Fleſh. And 
mark the Tenſe ; it 1s not ſaid it did laſt ; 
viz. at the firſt working of grace ; or it 
will luſt ; viz. when grace is come to more 


ſtrength and maturity ; but it /aſteth, in ;3,4,,7x 


the. preſent Tenſe, and fo it notes two 
things. 

(1.) That fo ſoon as ever Grace is 
wrought in the heart, it ſhews it ſelf in 


ſtrifes and conteſts with lyſt and corrupti- 
on; it luſteth againſt the Fleſh, or elſe it is 


not Grace. 

2. That this conteſt once begun will 
never end, fo long as any one luſt remains 
inthe heart. Nor can it, for this hatred 
of ſin wrought by grace in the heart is ſo 
radicated in the new nature, and ſo eſſen- 
tial to it, that as grace is increaſed, ſo 
this- hatred is heightened ; and needs it 
muſt, for al hatred ſprings from' love ; 
amor odis cauſa , is is love to God and 
Chriſt which works to hatred of ſin; and 
therefore as love grows ſtronger, ſo our 
hatred of ſin ſtill grows greater ; ſo that 
this conteſt can never end, but in the death 


.and deſtruCtion of every luſt. 


B b Other 
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man of ſtrife (as 7eremy ſpeaks in another Jer. 15. 10. 
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Other enemies a Chriſtian can love, 
and pity, and forgive and pray for ; but 
he hath no pity for ſin. It 15 a hatred 
— by the Spirit of God, which is 
__ (0 CPN and — What i 

FNAton 1s Wroug mn 04 What rYeVenge. 
2 Cor. 7. Fl. MR A that he io 
converſant and conſtant in the uſe of Or- 
dinances : his great end is to ſubdue and 
weaken luſt under all. 

Firſt, He uſes the word to this end, for 
this is che ſword of the Spirit, Eph. 6. 17. 
and in conflicts either with corruption 
within, or with Temptation without , 
there 1s none to that. No man was ever 
overcome either by Corruption or Temp- 
tation ſo long as he kept cloſe to the word. 
1 write to you young men , becauſe ye are 
ftrong , and bave overcome the wicked one. 
1 Epiſt. John 2. 13. Here is an evidence 
of their ſtrength, their overcoming the 
wicked one. But where lies their ſtrength? 
that is intimated, ver. 14. 4 write to you 
young men, vecanſe ye are ſtrong , and the 
word of God abides in you, and ye have over- 
come the wicked one. The abiding of the 
word in the heart implies the power and 
virtue of the word taking hold of the 
heart ; and there it is -mghty through God 
to the pulling down of ſtrong holds. 2 Cor. 
10. 4- The abiding of the word in the 
heart includes every part of the word, 
precepts, promiſes and threatenings; and 
the Believer makes uſe of all to ſubdue _ 

I, The 


| 
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, 1 The Precepts of the word, where 
all tis forbidden,” Hath God forbid fin, 
and-ſhall [indulge to it ? -ought not his 
wotd to be my rule ? cati 1 be true to 
God, and tranſgreſs his Precepts ? what 


is ſir but « tranſgreſſion of the law ? and ſhall i Joh. 3. 4. 


I Jate to.invade the _ of God, and 
deny 'his' Sovereignty f Thus his heart 
ſtaiids its awe of the word. PAI. 119. 161, 
2.- The promiſes of the word, he makes 
uſe of them! to incourage hope 3 and hope 
purifies the beart. 1 Epiſt. John 3. 3. Hath 
God made ſuch promiſes, ſo many, {o 
great, ' of this life, of that to came, and 
all to wp the Sonl todye to fin, and 
ſhall I live in it, and o froſtrare 'my hope 
in the promiſe ? Hath God fo often pro- 
miſed Heaven and Glory to fach as tmorti- 
fie fin, and ſhall I live to the Fleſh, and 


dye ? Thus having theſe promiſes , he la- , c, 


bours to be cleanſed from all filrhindſs, both 
of Fleſh and Sporit, 

3. He makes uſe of the threqtenings of 
the word as an incentive to fhar, for by 
the fear of the Lord men depart from evil. 
Prov. 16.6. Thus the Law of his God 5s in 
his heart, ſo that nine of his fteps ſball ſlide, 
Pſal: 37. 31. 

-* Secondly, He uſes the Sacraments for 
this end, both Baptiſm and the Lords Sup- 


per. 
1. His Baptiſm , he reflefts upon it as 

a token and ical of that Covenant, where- 
tt God hath made _ over to him > 
Bb 2 
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be his Gvd : and itwhich, God requires 2 
forſaking:of all fin; and- by his-byning 
this: Covenant he hath. taken Got, for. his 
God, , and devoted- himſelf to live to. his 
will; and therefore looks upon himſelf 
as ſtrictly ingaged againſt every, luſt'z:and 
for this cauſe laboyrs. daily to: pat off the 
body of. the ſins of the.Fleſh. Col. 2,i11. 

2- The Lords Supper , here by Faith 
he ſees-Chriſt Crucified for ſin 3. and how 
can this but make him hate ſin, and height- 
en has. rage and indignation againſt it ; 
or May ur p- for. my fins, -and ſhall ] 
ſuffer any Juſt to ive, that had;a hand in 
his death ? Beſides this- Supper is a-folemn 
renewing . of Coyenant with God; z | and 
no ;man can renew;; Covenant: with. God, 
butche muſt ſolemnly: ingage to-hate and 
renounce all the luſts gf: the Fleſh. - Thus 
the Chriſtian uſes and improves every Or- 
dinance. to carry., an the conteſt 'againſt 
fin, that ſo he may mortifie, and. deſtroy 
_=_ 474 
\ 4 ;His hatred of ſin appears inhis pur- 
poſes.and reſolutions againlt it ;, The Co- 
venant with Hell and Death is nowbbroken, 
and\hexxefolves never.to ſay a confederacy 
ro the luſts of the fleſh any more. , When 
he:i5 at any time-fyrprized by ſin;, as ſome- 
Limes/he is, he hates'it the more z;and it 
cauſes him to iſſue out a praCtical decree 
for . God:,. like [that 'of David, : [ſaid 1 
will take beed ta my ways that | ſin, met. , Plal. 
39-1. Wheg oncea man hath truly. = 

en 
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kgn-up' the Toke' of Chriſt; the reſolve and 
line 60 his Wil KO tever to Nt more. 
Though'a Believer 'catinot' promiſe abſo- 
hitely*n6t to fin,” yet he'may fijfy 'piir- 1 
poſe v6 fin ; 56 Hi@? David, 1 wm pur- 


4,” tiy mouth (Wig! tranſrreſs. Pal. 
pſt 7 250806 mari ld a hate fin" 
th#t -doth /not' patþoſe _ i and 
he that doth not hate fin, his, heart is not 
right with God. © 09015 2 10 

And this is one 6f-thoſt fruits of ſhb- 
jetion_to the Toke® of | Criſt y whertby 
jud*ment'may he made''s fteriors. "Now 
I world to God thit' youhg ones would 
ery them ſetves by 'thisCharatter!>" Whar 
is the Hpoſiti8n of YEE hearr towards 
i a6" ye maRe®it- Your Work. t&/ ſearch 
out ſii®! do" ye'laboift® to” know more of 
yorrTeevet luft9 and carhal frames, and 
d&entff' heafts-? this every one'har is 
unflet Chyiſts Pokel@gth'7 25 bers 7 
£ Dye accuſ© at thakge Your Felves 
one 'Before GoTo? fn Ian Is ir done 
dang in TinteHiey;” and brokdineſs 
FEPOthis every vi that ts -ynder 

why rn f 210119:1 JE 1 

"hate KW H hatred of abomi- 
©5'4 to 184fHknd 'turn' from! fin ? 
a8 FE frotti hIPAg? and do ye hate it 
witf0@- Rtred of amiry? do ye pray 
#xinb1t? do yemngurn under it ?'do. ye 
keep dp'the” ſpiritud!” conflict, "ſtriving 
aftifift fig'?' and Wiflg means of Grace , 
ad 'Ordinances'to Keep down' fin'? this 
vit7 Bb 3 every 


of> 
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every one that is under Chriſts TR, 

Is the bent and reſolption © hes ſoul 
againſt fin ? have you.taken up fixed pur- 
poſes never to hve/ta the luſts of the fleſh 
more ? thus every, ane; phat, is ander. the 
Yoke of on doth... By this then, every 
one, may, make 3 judgme t whether ever 
he hath DO —_ I Te of Chiffs or 
not. 

2. It may be Toh by living to God 
io a.courſe of __ Obedien _ , Hoe 
hath-truly put e of Chrift makes 
it his, work hb live &0-Chriſt; 
there is ſuch a Pyinciple. of grace i 
that obedience becomes natural. Ang this 
obedience is an infallible fignpf your, fab-. 
jettiog] tg. Jelus Chralt ,1jand Fgreipre 0 
fit pr Aagnk try Ys Ns by. wg ED 
be %* ouz- ſpbjedtioni to "Chrik than that 
which evidences the work of holineſs'ia, 
the heart? Now obccience in the Jifets a 
ſure 'evidence of , the work 9 holinek: 
within, It is the nayeral fruit 
of God fowed 1 In & meg good groung 
honeſt heart. Holin $15 an inward 
obedience 15 an overt AQt Prac 
it. Holerh is the Noun | 
cd in us; Obedience 15 the fruit, grows: 
upon that Root. Halingſs js oun Confor- 
mity 0 the nature of. -God z' Obedience 
is me Conformity tortheiwill of 'God, 
nothing tan prove ans participatinn; 
the divine —— like , qur ain ts 

of I the 
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the Divine Will. HolinefS is the being of 
the Spiritual Life in us ; Obedience is the 
operation of that Life according to the 
degrees of it in-the Soul. For there is a 
great difference in the degrees of Spiritual 
Life in Believers ;. itis variouſly Commu- 
nicated ; to: one more, to another leſs. 
All Believers have it, but ſome have it »wre 
CO Joh. 10. 10. and according to 
the re of the life of holineſs in us, 
ſuch is our ſtrength to obey : and accord- 
_ the ſtrength of our obedience, ſuch 
will the evidence of our ſubjeftion to 
Chriſt, and his Yoke be. 

2. What greater evidence can there be 
of our fibjeftion to Chriſt, then that 
which is the proper and eſſential aft of 
the new creature? and that obedience is. 
It 1s not more eſſential to the eye to ſee, 
nor to the ear to hear, then it is for a re- 
newed heart to obey God. A Believer doth 
but aCt his nature in obeying: and that 
appears from that pleaſure and delight 
which (4 far as renewed) he takes in it. 
Adts of nature areas of delight ; hence 


that of the A Rom. 7. 22. 1 delight 
inthe law of God the inner man. And 
that of David, 7 delight to do thy will O my 


Gad. And whence this delight ariſes the 
next words tell you. Thy Law is within 
"y bears. Pal. 4o. 8. The principle of 
grace within makes obedience to the law 
of God a delight, and delight in obedi- 
ence to the law of God proves the truth 
Bb 4 of 
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of that Principle within. All delight in- 
doing ariſes from a ſuitableneſs between: 
the Principleand the Precept z the heart 
and the work. If there are precepts in» 
joyned us., and a detfe& :of Principles in 
us, much may be done,” but there! can 'be 
no delight indoing: the commands: will be 
grievous. 

But it 4s not every kind. of Obedience 
that can prove the truth of our ſubjecti- 
on to Chrift.; A hypocrite may .go far in 
the outward part of 'obedience ; he may: 

. have a form of Godlineſs : ' and what '1s 
that ? but a reſemblance. of a: Chriſtian 
in all the outward lineaments of . Godli- 
neſs. He may be able to:do all external 
atts of. obedience in common with: Believ- 
ers ; But there are-:\ome things: eſlen- 
tial to Believers as ſuch',- the goodneſs 
whereof doth adhere intrinfecally - to 
this work done :. as: to love God, to' fear 
God, to rruft in God, to delight 1n God. 
Theſe mingled with our: outward duties 
make them to be obedience: of the right 
kind; and theſe no hypocrite 'can attain 
to, ard therefore - cannot:perform any 
one act of true obedience. For obedience 
conſiſts in a full conformity. to-the will of 
God as revealed in his/word from a'Prin- 
ciple of holineſs withinoy !!- PS; 

Many- profes ſubjeftion to Chriſt 1n 
word, butdeny it in works; calling him 
Lord, Lord", but not:doihg the things 
which he ſayes, Zuk, 6:46. And many __ ; 

: EX- 
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flexible knees, but ſtiff necks: bowing the: 
former to the name Jeſus, | but will not-: 
bow the latter;to'the Yoke of Jeſus ; being. , 
abominable , . diſobedient , and to every good , 
work, reprobate. Tit. 1. 16. There is no 
ſuch Teſtimony of your being under the 
Yoke of Chriſt, as conformity to the will 
of Chriſt. 

By this then you may make a judgment 
in this matter. When the ſpies return- 
ed from ſearching the Land of Canaan , 
they brought with them a cluſter, of 
Grapes, and Pomegranates , and * Figs ; 
Numbers 13. 23. and when they came to 
give an account of their ſearch, they ſhew- 
ed them the fruit of the Land ; and faid, 
ſurely it flowes with milk, and hony, and this 
zr the fruit of it. ver. 27. q.d. the Lang” 
that yields ſuch good fruit: muſt needs be 
a good Land. The fruit of being under - 
Chriſts yoke, is dying to ſin, and living 
to God in a Holy Obedience. And by: 
theſe two CharaCters your State may cer- 
tainly be known. Theheart that yields : 
ſach: fruit'is-ſarely a good heart. Pray 
obſerve that of the Apoſtle, Rom. 6. 16. + 
Know ye not that to whom ye yield your ſelves 
ſervants to obey, . his ſervants ye are whom ye 
obey ; whether of ſin unto death, or of ooo: 
dence unto righteouſneſs ? 


It is not being Baptized into the name 
of Chriſt;. nor taking up the outward. pro: 
ſeſſion of ' Chriſt and Religion, that as 

| dif- 
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diſtinguiſh between the ſervants of Chrift 
and Satan. Here isa ſurer rule 3 He that 

obrys fin is the ſervant of fon ; and he that 
Ori rhe reef Chrift. 


—_—_— " ny" Ing 


CHAP. XV. 


Exhorts to thank fulneſs to God who in+ 
' clined_ the heart to this Toke, The 
wiſdom of taking up this Toke mani- 

ſted. 


HE laſt ufe ſhall be of Exhortation : 
and I ſhall direX it to two forts of 
perſons. 

1- To them that have taken up the yokg 
of Chriſt in their youth. 

2. To fuch as have never yet taken up 
the yoke of Chriſt to this day. 

t. To them that have taken up the yoke 
of Chriſt in their youth ; that have mads 
it their work to mind Religion betimes ; 
to remember their Creator 4 the dayes of 
their yowb. There are three duties 1 
would commend to ſuch, by 'way of di- 
rection. 

x. The ficſt is thankfulnefs. Though this 
contributesnothing to God, yet it 45 that 
which he is delighted with. It ſhews the 

honeſty 


hat 
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honeſty 'and integrity of the heart -in 
afcribing effetts to their proper cauſes. 
Thankfulneſs diminiſhes the creature to 
himſelf," and magnifies God. It ſhews a 
man looks upon himſelf as nothing, and 
God asall.; Therefore bleſs God and be 
thankful for this great mercy. ls there 
not-a cauie ? For 


1. How came you to take up Chriſts g,q, 5. 19. 
?- Time: was when ye- were the ſervants Ia. 25. 13. 


ry «ther Lords had dominion over you. 
Time was whea you. were ſlaves to luſt ; 
How caine you to take up the yoke of 
Chriſt? It was not natural 4 for by nature 
we are qnemies to grace and-holinels. It 
was the fruit of the wiſdom of God im- 
preſſed upon the Soul ; it was he that gave 
thee counſel to make this choice ; : and 

exefore; bleſs him. -S0o' David fayes it 
the like caſt, 1' will bleſs the Lord who bath 
giver me ounſel. Plal. 16.9, Counſel for 
what ?\ to take the- Lord for his Lord ; 
and that, iganlies taking up his yoke. O ay 
ſont then laſh faid to' the Lord, then art my 
hard, : ver- 4 then art my Lord ; that iu» 
plies ſyubjattion 3 Thou beſt ſaid thou art 
wy: {prds that implyes a Covenant rehg- 
zation.” So that here he chooſes God' for 
his portion. and: chief- good, and fer his 
highe& Lord!z ard how he: came to make 
this choice he tells! you, ver. 7. It was 
the Lord! thay counſeled him. to this; and 
therefore he reſdlves the praiſe and gory 
fhall be ta hit 4 1 will: bleſs the Lor who 

at 
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hath given me counfel. '. Go you anddovlike- 
wiſe!” ble the Loyd who hath perſivaded- 
and over power'd your hearts to cloſ&with!' 
Chriſt. For noma comes to Chriſt c excipt 
the' Father draw him!Joh. 6. 44.90 
2. It is the wiſeſt choice that: ever you / 
made'to chooſe Chriſt 'for your Lord; arid 
to put your ſelves under his yoke.” *iTt' may” 
be-you think you-choſe' wiſely itp'dther 
matters. In your yokefellow;' it res | 
ling; in your dwelling,  &c. but Yyduhe- 


ver ſhewed ſuch wiſdom as in this+ When 
Fob asks, (Chap: 58: 12.) where ſhall wiſ-' 
dom be found, and where is the plate of ttt» 
derſtanding ? and* having told- yoiw where 
- ttis not, not in Silver and Gold; not 'in 
* Voyages to Sea; Not to be purchaſed with 
all Riches; nor found in the laidof the 


Wing: j He tells you none know: what,” 

For where true wiſdom is, ' but Gd; | ver. 
3p. God underſtands the way rhevevp, "ma » be 
knowes the place thereof :- and-4t44 that dis. 
Aft} us to'it.. ver. 28. Unto murithe' freid, be. 
Wotd the fear of the Lord thar'is\ W and 
ro depart from evil is winderſtandins.'” There. 

. & no man truly wiſe but he thatfeats God! 

- ahd keeps his-Commandments=iSee'wheres 
in the wiſdony'of this taking op Chriſts 
yote is manifeſt infix particulgrs00!1 1.7 i 
2x, It is manifeſt in this; that» the beſt! 
and wiſeſ of- mer-inall Ages:havetlonett :/ 
they have "rather" choſen » Obedience to 
Chriſt in the:meaneſt ſervices,-then to be 
found in complyance' with luft ny 
L 
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did David mean when he ſaid, 1 bad r4- 
ther be'a door-keeper in the houſe of my God, 
then to dwell in the Tents of wickedneſs ? 'Pfal. 
$4. 110. It wasa wiſe preferring themean- 
oft ſervice of Chriſt,. before the greateſt 
pleaſures that wicked men enjoy . And 
what. meant Moſes to refuſe to be called the 
fon of Pharaohs Daughter, and to chooſe ra- 
ther to. ſuffer affiiction with the people of God, 
then to enjoy the pleaſures of ſin for ..a ſeaſon, 
efteeming the reproaches of . Chriſt greater ricks 
es than the treaſures of Egypt ? Heb. 11. 24, 
25, 26. . 

What was the meaning of this, but on- 
ly to ſhew that he preferred the worſt of 
Chriſts Toke before the belt of fin? And 
what made the Apoſtles forſake all and fol- 


low Chriſt, but to ſhew that wiſdom 5s ja Mar. 11. 19. 


tified of her children ;, and that they were 
ready to ſacrifice all for the ſervice of ſuch 
a Maſter ? And what made thoſe pyjmi- 
tive Martyrs (Heb. 11.) ſuffer ſuch. wck- 
ings, ſcourgings, bonds, impriſonments, , tar- 
tures, &c. but their faithfulneſs to. Chriſt 
and his ways ? Andif the beſt in all. Ages 
have taken up Chriſts yoke, then this makes 
the: wiſdom of this praftiſe manifeſt. : 
Great reaſon therefore you ſhould bleſs 
God for, and give him the glory of your 
profeſſed ſubjettion to Chriſt, | 

2. The wiſdom of taking up this yoke 
of Chriſt is evident in that it 1s ſuch a 
yoke , all the duties whereof commend 
themſelves to every mans choice. [t was 
not 
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not {o in the Precepts of the Old Cove- 
nant a great part of thoſe Laws had lit- 
tle in them to commend them to a mans 
choice, (fo long as their ſymboalical na- 
tare was not underſtood) fave what the 
authority of God in commanding their 
obſervation gave to them. Circnmeiſion, 
tegal waſhings, ſacrifices, &c. were but 
beggarly Elements when the command of 
God for their obſervation was' taken off”; 
therefore the Apoſtle calls them « Je of 
bondage, Gal. 5. 1. Which ſhews that their 
obſervation of them was more becauſe 
God commanded them, than out of any 
intrinſecal goodneſs which was in them. 
They obeyed them, not out of love of 
the thing commanded, bnt ont of love to 
that God who commanded them. But 
now the precepts of the Goſpel, and the 
things commanded there are defireable for 
themſelves. If they had not been injoyn- 
ed, to love God, to fear him, to worſhip 
him in Spirit, to be righteous, godly, fo- 
ber, chaſt, temperate; to be meek, pati- 
ent, and contented, &c. theſe are amabs- 
lia pro ſe, lovely in themſelves, and tend 
to the peace and fatisfaftion of the mind z 
beſides their relation to afatnre happineſs. 
And there is no man that aCfts up to the 
dictates of a conſidering mind but would 
chooſe theſe things, Gough you ſhould 


fuppoſe him under no expreſs command 
dhereunto- 


3. The 


The Good of Early Obedience. 


3. The-wiſdom of taking up Chriſts 
yoke appears in this, that whateyer your 
work is, your help 1s greater than your 
work, and your ſuccour greater than your 
ſervice. That which makes any duty diffi- 
cult and burdenſome is, when it maſters 
our abilities for performance. Now this 
can't be faid of any work Chriſt calls us 
to; For as thy work is ſo ſhall thy ſtrength 
he. If God calls out one Sr. to ter 
ſervices than another, he will furniſh him 
with more ſtrength and help than another. 
I laboured more abundantly then they all, yet 
met 1, but the grace of God which was with 
me. 1 Cor. 15. 10. His work was great, 
and his help was great. He abounded in la- 
bour, and God abounded in grace. He did 
more than all, and he recieved more than 
all. And if you would know what helps 
Chriſtians have in the way of obedience 
They are theſe, 

1. They have the help of the Ordinan- 
ces of Chriſt; and it 1s 2 great power 
and ſtrength that is derived from them to 
the ſoul that ſits daily under them. The 
way == Lord 1 ſtrength to the upright. 
The Ordinances of Chriſt are not empty 
things : though they have no fulne6 of 
their own, yet they give ont much from 
the Fountain ; They go from flrength to 
ſtrength, How fo? Every one of them in Sion 
appears before God. Pal. Jy. 7. 

2. They have the help of the prayers 
of all the Saints. For as the prayers of 
every 
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every Believer are directed to the good 
of all the Church of Chriſt ; So the 
-prayers of the whole are deſigned for the 
.good of every member. - There is a mu- 
tual traffick in Heaven by the prayers of 
Saints one for another ; if one Believer be 
1 temptations, in darkneſs, in ſufferings 
and troubles, All the Saints of God are 
wreſtling for his relief. So the Church 


- did for Peter when in priſon, and their 


prayers did more to releaſe him, then all 
pylers and fetters could do to detain him. 
Mark that of.the Apoſtle 2 Cor. 1. 10,11. 
Who delivered ns from ſo great a death; 
aud doth deliver, in whom we truſt he wall 
yet deliver us ;, you alſo belping together by 
prayer for us, that for the. gift Jeftowed upon 
#s by the means of many perſons, thanks may 
be given by many on our behalf. The prayers 
of the Saints are greatly available one 
for another. We have many a mercy 
that we never prayed particularly for , 
but poſlibly it hath been the fruit of others 
prayers z and therefore the Apoſtle calls 
It 4 gift beſtowed upon us by the means of ma- 
zy perſons. Others ſow the ſeed, and we 
enter into their harveſt, and reap their 
labours. And this is one great. part. of 
that Communian of Saints which in our 


. Creed we ſay that we believe. 


3. They have a help greater than al 
this, and that is the help of Jefus Chriſt : 
and he is the mighty helper. That 15 an ex- 
cellent Scripture, could we believe it, and 
hve 
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live upon it, Zech. 10. 12. 1 will firengthen 
them in the Lord, and they ſhall walk up and 
down in his name. What, or who can be 
too hard for ſuch as walk in the ways and 
worſhip of Chriſt with the ſtrenzth of 
Chriſt ? Now the Lord Chriſt ttelps two 
Ways. 

(1.) By his powerful interceſſion. he is 
ever praying and pleading for you, Heb. 

3 
. G) By his Almighty Spirit. for how 
are your fins mortifed but by the Spirit ? 
Rom. 8. 13. And how are your hearts 


quickened 'in duty, bat by the Spirit ? Joh.5.5z. 


And how are you guided in the ways of 
God, but by the Spirit. Joh. 16. 13. And 
how are you taught ? but by the Spirit. 
3 Joh. 2. 27. And who upholds you in 
your courſe ? but the Spirit. Pal. 5r. 12. 
Beſides the grace the Spirit works in you 
at firſt, you have ſpiritual incomes and 
ſupplies of the Spirit daily. Phil. r. 19g. 
Andis not the Believers help then great- 
er than his work ? now it was not ſo un- 
der the Law ; there was great ſervice but 
little aſſiſtance : but now the Chriſtians 


help is greater then his work, for i is God Phil.2.r3; 


- 


that works in you to will and to do. "The 
works of Goſpel Obedience are more ſub- 
lime, more ſpiritual; and therefore more 
difficult than any of the works of the 
Law; but ſa far as we have Communion 
with the power and ftrength of the Spi- 
rit to atuate and inable ns, they are all 

Cc eafy 
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eaſy and pleaſant. Goſpel duties may be 
difficult in reſpe& of divine impoſition, but 
they are caly in regard of divine cooperati- 
on. The Father ſets the Child a Copy, 
and bids it write, .the Child knows not 
how, but yet takes the Pen, and then the 
Father guides the hand, and the Child 
writes after the Copy. Lord, ſayes Au- 
ftin, give what thou commandeſt, and then 
command what thou wilt. 

4. The wiſdom of taking up Chriſts 
yoke appears in this, that under this yoke, 
though the weakneſs of your obedience 
is great, yet the truth of your obedience 
is accepted. God looks at truth in the. in- 
ward parts, Pal. 51.6. O the many 
weaknelles that God paſſes by in his peo- 
ple, where he finds, the .heart and afteCti- 
on true to him ; though there be much 
commanded, yet the leaſt you do is accept- 
ed. Were it not for this there could be 
no ſerving him. If thou Lord ſhouldſt mark 
iniquities who could ſtand? But there is for- 
giveneſs with thee that thou mayeſt be feared. 
Pal. 130: 3, 4 God wul not take advan- 
tage of your failings and infirmities.  / 
well ſpare them as a man ſpares his ſon that 
ſerves him. O what aſweetneſs muſt this 
put into ſervice ! how. eaſie muſt it needs 
make the yoke of Chriſt , when the leaſt 
wedo is accepted; as a handful of goats 
hair was for the Temple when it came 
from a willing heart. What reaſon there- 
fore have we to bleſs the Lord that ever 

| in- 
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inclined our hearts to ſtoop to the yoke of 
Chriſt. 


The wiſdom of taking up Chriſts yoke 


is evident'in this, that herein true liber- 
ty conſiſts. This may ſeem a Paradox ; 
for ſinners do therefore indulge themſelves 
in their luſfts becauſe there is liberty : and 
they therefore refuſe Chriſts yoke becauſe 
it abridges their liberty ; they cannot live 
as they iſt. Now you muſt know there is 
a twofold liberty. 

1. A carnal liberty ; wherein a cor- 
rupt baſe heart takes a latitude to it fel; 
to hve and att according to its own vitt- 
ous inclinations, without any reſtraint or 
controul. Indeed the yoke of Chriſt is an 
enemy to this liberty ; and it were not 
worth the taking up if it ſhould not, for 
this liberty is only the licentiouſneſs of 
luſt, and noman ſuch a flave as he that is 
thus at liberty. He is 4 ſervant to corrup- 
tion, 2 Pet. 2. 19. Under the devils rule, 
led captive by him at his will, 1 Tim.2. 26. 
He is held in the chains of Hell, and will 
you call this liverty ? arenot the Saints at 
liberty in Heaven ? and yet there is none 
of this liberty there ? will ye call this 1i- 
berty, to be loaded with the guilt of fin ? 
to be bound over to damnation ? to be 
vexed daily with an accuſing Conſcience? 
to have all the threats of the word lye 
againſt thee? to have wrath hanging over 
thy head every moment ? and God ready 
to throw thee into Hell ? is this liberty 
CC 2 when 
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when thonart in.ſuch a dreadful cafe, that 
thou dareſt not think of dying for fear of 
hell and damnation ? better be the-veryeſt 
eally ſlave in the world then thus at liber- 
ty. Burt then 
2. There is a Spiritual liberty, which 
is wrought out for us by Chriſt ; the pur- 
chaſe of his blood : John 8.'36. If the ſon 
make you free then are ye free 'indeed. And 
he that- partakes of this liberty may well 
be ſaid to be free indecd, for he is freed 
from the curſe of the Law. Gal. 3. 10. 
HE is freed from the condemning power 
of ſin. Rom. $. 1. He is freed from the 
Spirit of Bondage. Rom. 8.'15. And he 
is freed from the dominion of tin. Rom. 
6.14. And a man never enjoyes this liberty 
till he comes nnder' the yobe'of Chriſt; and 
is there not reaſon to bleſs God for draw- 
ing the heartto Chriſt ? 
6. The wiſdom of raking, up Chrilſts yoke 
appears im this, that-the longer you are 
nder it, the ealier you wHfindir. I will 
jake it our inthree things. 
' 1.' The-longer you-wearit, the lighter 
it will be: it is. not-ſo in other matters. 
A little burden in tra#t of time is heavy, 
and the longer it lyes the heavyer it-is, be- 
cauſe of a waſt of ſtrength by long bear- 
ing: but Chriſts burden the longer it is 
born the lighter it is, becauſe though the 
burden is not diminiſhed, yet your ſtrength 
is increaſed. They go from ſtrength to ſtrength. 
He that hath clean hands ſhall grow ſtronger 
and 
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and ſtronger. And as ſpiritual ſtrength in- 
creaſes, ſo ſpiritual difficalties muſt needs 
abate. 

2. The more progreſs you make in obe- 
dience, the greater teſtimony you ſhall 
have from conſcience of the uprightneſs of 
your hearts with God. and you can't ima- 
gine (unleſs you ever felt it) what peace 
this brings in,.2 Or.1.12. Nothing gives 
conſcience that advantage to witneſs aloud 
to our caſe, as godly lincerity in our obe- 
dience to Chriſt. 

3. Much obedience brings in much com- 
fort. The more ſeed the more ſheaves ; 
that Chriſtian is likeſt to injoy moſt com- 
fort, that walks moſt cloſe with God in 
the way of obedience. He-hath comfort 
in the moſt difficult duties, even in his ſuf- 
ferings for Chriſt ; and they are the moſt 
pinching part of his Toke. And yet as the 
ſufferings of Chriſt abound #n 4, ſo our conſo- 
lation alſo aboundeth by Chriſt, 2 Cor.1.5. And 
therefore Chriſt bids us rejoyce even in 
perſecution, Marth. 5.11,12. 

He hath comfort in the worſt of. times, 
To the upright there ariſeth light in darkneſs, 


Pſal.112.4. When the figtree doth not bloſſom, Hah. 3.19. 


yet then he can joy sn the God of hu ſaluati- 
on. 
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CHAP, XVL 


Dire, our obedience as to principles, 
matier, mannucr, and end, 


2 Y OU that are under the yoke of 
Chriſt, ſee that you bear this yoke 


aright. Many put 1t on that do not bear 
it becomingly. As it is one thing to make 
a covenant with God, and another thing 
to keep it; So it 1s one thing to take up 
the yoke of Chriſt, and another thing to 
walk aright under it. To him that orders 
his converſation aright will I ſhew the ſalvation 
of God, Pſal. 59.23. Then a man orders 
his converſation aright when he makes con- 
ſcienceof thoſe daties which this yoke lays 
him under : And therefore, let this be your 
great work and buſineſs. I will expreſs 
my meaning in four things. 


1. See that the principles of your obedience 
be right. 

2. See that your obedience be in right exer- 
ciſes. 

3, Seethat allbe done in a right manner. 

4. That it be done to aright end. 


t. Look to the Principles of your obe- 
dience. No man can do the duties _ 
by Chriſt without a principle of life from 
Chriſt.Without me ye can do nothing, Joh. 15 Tf 
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All performances which flow not from ſpi- 
ritual principles wrought by Chriſt in the 
heart, ſtand for nothing in the account of 
God. Though much may be done, yet it 
isno ohedience. Therefore when the Lord 
deſigns himſelf honour from the ſervice 
and obedience of any, he firſt makes them 
veſſels to hanour meet for the maſters uſe, and » Tim 5,51, 
prepared to ever 2004 work ; and how ? but 
by infuſing ſoiritoal principles into the 
ſoul where there were none before. As the 
Prophet, when he would heal the waters, 2 King 2.21, 
threw falt into the ſpring. Regeneration 2* 
doth not lie in achange of ations, but in 
a Change of principles. This 1s that wrir- 
mg the Law in the heart, which God in the 
New Covenant promiſeth, Heb.8.10. The 
writing the law with ink mvke; it a 
rule of obedience; but when 1t 15 written 
in the heart, it then becomes a principle of 
obedience. Chriſt calls it a making the tree 
good ; firſt make the tree good, and the fruit 
will be good, Matth.12.33. And it is elfſe- 
where called a new heart and 2 new ſpi- 
rit, Ezech.36.26, We muſt not by this un- 
derſtand any ſubſtantial newneſs. A ſinner 
in converſion is the ſame perſon that he 
was before,tho heiis a new creature. the ſoul 
under a work of grace 1s the ſame in ſub- 
ſtance as before, and the faculties are the 
ſame.The change is not of the faculties,but 
of the qualities. As when a garment is cut 
into a new faſhion, the cloth is ſtill the 
ſame. Naaman was the fame man when 
Cc4 he 
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Ce was a Leper, as when he was cured. 

The work of grace begins where ſin be- 
gan; tlic depravation of our nature was 
firſt inthe mind and heart, Epheſ. 4. 18. in 
a Corruption of principles. And accord- 
ingly the work of renovation lies in fur- 
niſhing the ſoul with contrary principles : 
and therefore God fayes, 1 will put my law 
in their mind, and write it in their heart. 
That which is intended by it is, a planting 
in the ſoul thoſe principles of obedicnce 
whcrcby it 15 inzbled to conform to the 
whole will of God. And this 1s the great 
thing that we ſhould look to in the whole 
courſe of our obedience, what the princi- 
ples are by which we are aCted in duty; 
It being a matter of great concernment, 
for 

1. Siich as owr principles are ſuch will 
our aftions be. If cur principles are car- 
nz], our performances will be carnal ; un- 
ſound principle; will produce unſound obe- 
dience. Actions can riſe no higher then 
the principics from whence they flow ; the 
fruit can be no better than the tree that 
bears it. Our beſt ations come under the 
denomination of evil, if the principle 
they proceed from be not good ; and ſo 
that which we account to be duty, God 
may reckon to be ſin. An ation, initſelf 
indifferent, yet becomes holy, if the prin- 
ciple from whence it flows be holy. Quod 
forma eſt in phyſicis idem eft principium in mo- 
ra'ch:zs, Therefore it concerns us to look 
to our Principles, 2. The 
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2. The truth of any mans grace cannot be 
judged of by what he doth,but by the prin- 
ciples from which he doth what he doth. 
Gifts may for a time att as ſtrongly,& carry 
a man out as zealouſly as grace : There was 
no diſcrimination in appearance between 
the corn of the ſtony ground and that 
which grew on the good ground, no diffe- 


, rence in the likeneſs, as grew the one ſo 


grew the other; the ſame blade, and the 
ſame greenneſs ; the difference lay in that 
which could not be ſeen, and that was in 
the root. The one had root the other had 
not. 

3. We can never come to a knowledge 
of the ſoundneſs or unſoundnels, the ſin- 
cerity or hypocrilie of our own hearts but 
by or principles. Hypocriſte may make 
as great a change of external aCtions as 
grace, but it can never make a change of 
principles ; it may clean the outſide of the yg, . 
cup ard platter, but not the inſide. It may 29, 
garniſh a ſepulchre of rotten bones, but 
cannot make the dead live within. 

4. Such as a mans principles are ſuch 
will the arguments that move him to 
duty be. You may know much both of the 
truth and growth of grace by the argu- 
ments that move you to duty. Two may 
perform the ſameadt of obedience, but the 
argument that draws them may be very 
different. One may be moved by the 
goodneſs of God, They ſhall fear the Lord Hol. 3. 5. 
and his goodneſs ; another by his __ — 
CVC-» 
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rity. One may obey him as an indulgent 
father ; another as a righteous judge. 
Fears of wrath and terrours of conſcience 
may compel one, while another is under 
the conitraints of love, 2 Cor. 5.14, The 
love of Chriſt conſtrains s. One may obcy 
out of reſpe&t to the command, another 
out of reſpect to himſelf. An inſtance of 
this you have in Abraham and Shechem, 
Abraham is circumciſed in obedience to the 
command, but Shechem ſubmits to it for 
carnal advantage : The Jong man deferred 
not to do the thing becauſe he had delight in Fa- 
cobs daughter, Gen.34..19. 

Our principles are then carnal, when the 
arguments of our obedience are ſo; The 
Devil himſelf, as bad as he is, yet he will 
ſometimes preſs a man to duty : he loves 
to fail with the wind; he knows he hath 
the ſinner thereby in a ſnare, and God ab- 
hors him ſomuch the more. He that doth a 
good work upon a bad argument provokes 
God, becauſe hedoth that for the ſake of 
a luſt, that he would not do at the com- 
mand of Chriſt. There is no ſuch friend, 
to hold a man up in right evangelical obe- 
dience as right principles. 

5. This is the great thing God looks at 
in all our obedience : not only what our 
works are, but what our principles are 
And inthe day of judgement God will not 
call us to account only for the aftions we 
do, but for the principles we do them by ; 


and we ſhall ſtand or fall according as they 
2re 
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are ſound or corrupt. The Apoſtle hints 
this to us, Rom. 2.16. in telling us that at 
the day of judgment , God will judge the 
ſecrets of men by Jeſus Chrift. Now princi- 
ples are the great ſecrets of men, hid from 
all but God and a mans own heart. No- 
thing is more latent; they are as the 
ſpring to a Clock : you ſee the hand move, 
but that which cauſes the motion is not 
ſeen. Attions are manifeſt and may be 
ſeen by all, but principles are ſecret and diſ- 
cerned by none; but God takes ſtrict no- 
tice of them and will judge us according 
to them. Nothing therefore concerns a 
man more than to fee that the principles 
of his obedience be right. 

Now the great principles that a man is 
ated by, and that carry him on in goſpel 
obedience are theſe three, 


Faith. 
Love. 
Self denial. 

1. Faith. This 1s the great principle of 
all acceptable obedience ; without which 
no obedience can pleaſe God : the Apoſtle 
is peremptory init, Heb.1 1.6. Without faith 
it 15 impoſſible to pleaſe God. And therefore 
all goſpel obedience is called the obedience 
of faith, Rom. 16.26, There is a twofold 
obedience to the goſpel. 

1. Obedience to the cal of the goſpel, 
whereby fallen ſinners are invited, and by 
various methods of grace perſwaded to 
return 
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return to God 2nd hive. Now there can 
be no obeying the goſpel in this ſenſe with- 
out faith. For how can a man turn from 
his {ins, and take Chriſt upon the terms 
of the goſpel, reiigning himſelf to the 
guidance offhis word and fpirit, without 
faith ! | 

2. Thereis obedience to the rule of the 
goſpel; which direfts and guides us how 
to live and walk ſo as to approve our 
wayes to God. For the goſpel 1s not only 
the power of God to ſalvation, but it is the 
will of God :lfo for our guidance anddi- 
rection ; and all obedience to it, as ſuch, 
Is the fruit of faith : Therefore we are 
ſaid to live by faith, Gal. 2. 20. and towalk 
by faith, 2 Cor. 5.7. And living and walk- 
ing take in the whole courſe of a Chriſtians 
obedience in the language and ſenſe of the 
Scripture. 

As tlic goſpel hath not only its credenda 
but its a2enda, not only truths to be im- 
braced, but duties to be practiſed ; ſo faith 
hath both a receptive, and a diſpenſmg pro- 
perty : it receives the truths of the golpel, 
and imbraces them; 1 Thef. 2. 13. Tere- 
ceived the word, not as the word of men, but 
(4 it ts in truth) the word of God. And it 
hath a diſpenſing property too, whereby 
it payes homage to Chriſt in all capacities 
it doth not only receive the Law at his 
mouth as a Prophet, and reſt upon his merits 
aSa Prieſt, but ſubjets to his yoke as a 
King; Faithis an active principle, it doth 
as 
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as freely ſubmit to the government of 
Chriſt, as it readily accepts of pardon and 
falvation by him. By faith Abraham obeyed, 
Heb 11. $. This is one principle of obe- 
dience. 


2. Another principle is /ove.. And this 
is of as great importance as the other; 
nay faith it felf is deficient without this, 
for fa:th works by love, Gal.5.6. This love 
aSit is the Chriſtians badge and character, 
(Let them that love thy name be joy} ul un thee, 
Pfal. 5. 11.) So it is the great princi- 
ple of obedience: The Law being a mins- 


ftration of death , the great principle of 2 Cor.3.7. 
obedience there was fear. Fear God and Eccleſ.12. 
keep his commandments : but the goſpel is a 13 


miniſtration of life and glory, and the great 
principle there is Love ;, if 4 man love me 
be will keep my words, Joh.14.23. Love is 
vertually all obedience, and therefore our 
Lord Chriſt reduces all the precepts to 
this, Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God, and 
thy neighbour as thy ſelf. So that' the ſub- 
ſtance of Religion is contained in this : 
It is not Circumciſtorn,: as the Jew would, 
nor «ncircumciſion, as the converted Gentile 
would, but faith that works by love, Gal. 
5. 6. 

There 1s no ſuch principle of obedience 
as Love. This will be evident if you conli- 
der but eight properties of it. 

t. It 1s an appretiative Principle, that 
prefers and values Jeſus Chriſt above _ [t 
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ſees ſuch a beauty and excellency in him that 
it counts all loſs and dung in compariſon of 
him. And hethat thus loves Chriſt can't 
but obey him. 

2. Love is an opening principle. Open to 
me my ſiſter, Cant. 5.2. and ver. 6. [ ope- 
ed to my beloved. Chriſt can have noen- 
trance into the heart if love do not let 
him in This 1s the opening grace. 

It is {o in God the Father. What makes 
him open his eternal counſels and purpoſes 
of grace and mercy to poor creatures, but 
love? - 

"Ir is ſo in God the Son. What made 
him open heaven and come into the world? 
open the virgins womb and be born ? 


© open his ſide and let out his blood, and fo 


He 10.29. 


open « new and living way for # to the Fa- 
ther * What'makes him open his arms to 
receive returning ſinners, and open the 
gates of glory for them ? bur love. 

It is ſoin God the Holy Ghoſt. What 
makes him open blind eyes, and deaf cars, 
and hard hearts? but love. 

And look how love works in God to us, 
ſoit works in us to God ; It opens the ear 
to hearken to him; it opens the mouth to 
{peak for him; it opens the hand to work 
for him; it opens the heart to entertain 
and imbrace him. 


3. Loveis a liberal —_— is all for gi- 
ving;:it is the moſt bountiful afteftion. Love 
is all for laying out upon its object. It is {0 
with 
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in a&ts of bounty ; God ſo loved the world [ch.3.15. 


ives his Spirit, He gives grace and glory, 
e gives himſelf. 7 will be their God. So 
it is faid of Chriſt, He loved ws and gave 
himſelf for us. And look how love atts in 
God and Chriſt, ſo it afts in all that are 
born of God ; he that loves God gives all 
to God ;, he gives not only his trme and 
ſtrength and talents, but he gives himſelf. 
Tam my beloveds, 


4. Love isa laborsous principle: It is al- 
wayes doing, Amor neſcit ferias;, it hath 
no days of leiſure; it ſets all the wheels 
of the ſoul in motion. And therefore the 
holy Ghoſt joyns love and labour'together. 
God 1s not unrighteous to forget your work, and 
labour of love, Heb.6.10. Tour workof faith 
and labour of love,1 Theſ.1.3.. As the word 
of God is %jcttum pratticum, a thing not 
only to be known, but obeyed ; {6 love is 
principium operativum, not a meer -notion 
ſwimming in the brain, but a devout affe- 
tion quickning the heart to ' obtdictice. 
I have lifted up my hands to thy commandments 
which I have loved, Pfal. 119.48. | 
*-If any thing keep a mancloſe toGod in 
duty it 1s love; for this will ſpend and be 
ſpent ;, as it is right in regard of its ob- 
jeft, ſo it is laborious in its motion ; and 
doth ſo inlarge the diſpoſitions and 
reſolutions of the heart for God, _ aSit 

nows 
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knows it cannot do enough, ſo it is apt tg 
overlook all it doth as nothing. And this 
is many times the reaſon of thoſe com- 
Plaints that are found among Chriſtians 
that it is not with them as 1n time paſt; 
they cannot pray, nor act, nor walk, nor 
work for God as once they could and did: 
the complaint ariſes meerly out of an im- 
prov'd affettion ; .not becauſe duty is lef- 
{ened, but becauſe love is increaſed. He 
that loves but little, will think he doth 
enough when he doth leaſt ; but as love is 
increaſed, ſo duty will bediminiſhed in our 
eſteem, though it be inlarged in ourendea- 
your. 

5- Love is a regulated principle, it afts 
by rule, and direCtion. . The motions of 
love are voluntary and free ; but its offices 
and 2fts are bounded by the commandment. 
As the Promile is the rule. of faith, ſo is 
the Precept the rule of love. Love to God 
is not alove of equals but of inferiours,and 
therefore comes under a law. ; it-is our du- 
ty toact it, but it is Gods prerogative to 
govern and guide it. The expreſſions of 
our love are to be wholly regulated by 
what God requires and commands of us ; 
what ever is done otherwiſe though in the 
fervice of God, yet it hath not. love for 
its principle. 

Many fupererogate in the ſervice of 
God, and think this love to God, as the 
Papiſts ; and among our ſelyes how zealous 
are many for ceremonies and ſuperſtitious 
obſerv- 
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obſervances, and 'think this is their love 
to God ;. whereas it is in the Tanguage-of 
God himſelf, a hating of him: 7as/you ſee 
in the ſecond commandment, Ying the 
iniquity of the fathers upon the children tothe 
third \and\ fourth generation of them that hate 
me.\Who they are that hate him;the former 
part of the command tells yon; they are 
ſuch as corrupt the worſhip of God by any 
manner of will worſhip, or humane inſti- 
tutions. Though every ſin hath adegree 
of hatred of God in it, yet falſe worſhip 
isina peculiar: manner faid td be a bating 
of bitk, becauſe it isa down right/invading 
the'rights of his -Soveraignty , 'to' whom 
alone it belongs «..to + preſcribe - how 
he will be worſhipped; and hence one ſays, 
it 15 a leſs ſin in the worſhip of- God, not 
to do what God commands, titan' to pra- 
(tile: what ho hath not commanded; be- 
cauſe\n the former we ſhew our weakneſs 
to-do the'will: of: God ; bur: int the latter 
we'ſhew our unpudence,-in 'making our 
ſelves wiſer than God. Herein s love that 
we keep hs commanalmens. 


1 6, Love is ai: commanding principle, it- 
iwayes'the)heart: Every man 4s atted by 
the- power of dave. 2That which xives ſin 
its dominion in the ſoul is the love of it: 
SO Much asa man loves fin, fo much power 
it hath over the heart; and ſo much as we 
love Chriſt, ſo mach he rules in us; for 
Chriſt and tuſt rule by love. As love to ſin 

F) q abates, 
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abates, the power of fin decays; and as 
love to Chri increaſes, ſo his intereſt and 
government adyances in the ſoul. There- 


fore it is that God beſpeaks us to give him 


our hearts, Prov. 23.25. My fon give me 
thy heart, and to love him with all our 
hearts, Matt, 22. 37. Becauſe he knows 
that if he hath our hearts he hath all. 


7. Love is an induring principle. It bear- 
eth. all things, — indureth all things, 1 Cor. 
13. 7. Jacob ſerved twice ſeven years for 
Rachel, and indured hard things, and yet 

Gen. 20.20, the time was ſhort, and his burden lighr, 
'_ __ allwas notbing becauſe of the love he had 
to her. Neſcit amor molirmnne, love knows 
no difficulties, how can'it when it makes 
hard things eaſe. 

Is it, not a hard thing to keep the re- 
ſpeCts of 'the ſoul fixed upon God when he 
hides from it, or frowns upon it ? Amare 
Deum cum ſe prebet inimicum. This Luther 
counted a very hard work; but love makes 
it ealie. 

ISit nota hard thing to indure reprog- 
ches and perſecutions for Chriſt? yet love 
makes it caſie. I rake pleaſurein reproaches 
and perſecutions and diftreſſes for Chrifts ſake, 
2 Cor. 12,10. There is no man can take 

leaſure intheſe things for themſelves ; no, 
ut. for Chriſts ſake. It 1s love to Chriſt that 
ſweetens all, 

Is it not a hard thing to lay down our 
lives for Chriſt? and yet love makes A 

caſic 
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ealie. Jcount not my life dear, fayes Paul, ſo 
that I mayfiniſh my courſe with joy, ACts 20.24. 
They loved not their lives to the death,Rev. 12. 
n 1 1.there is no part of Chriſts Toke grievous 
'e to love; no duty burthenſom. Great peace 
r have they that love thy law, and nothing ſhall 
ſs offend them, Pal. 1 19.165. 


8. Loveis alaſting principle. The holy 
- | Ghoſt ſayes irnever faileth, 1 Cor.13.8. it 
r. is fure to hold out and perſevere to the 
Yr | laft. Nay it ſhall not only be a principle 
et # of obedience in Saints while they are in 
tz # this world, but in heaven for ever. A be- 
ad | liever is ated by ſome priaciples in the 


V's reſent ſtate, that ſhall ceaſe in heaven 

es t love ſhall never ceaſe ; it ſhall be aprin- 
Ciple of obedience in heaven to Eternity. 

'C- Q what an excellent principle of obedi- 


he | ence is love! and therefore ſee that your 
we | love to Chriſt be ſincere ; and that all your 
er | ſervices to Chriſt flow from this principle; 
es | for without it all yedo is nothing; If 7 

give my body to be butned, and have na love, 
"a- | :t profits me nothing, 1 Cor. 13:3. 


bes 3. The third principle of obedience to 
ke, # Chriſt is ſo/f denial. There is a ſelf denial 
ke # before cloſing with Chriſt, which is neceſ- 
0 | ſary in order tothe taking up his Toke. As 
at Chriſt finds every finner in himſelf, fo he 

firſt calls him out of himflf to cloſe with 
hum. If any man will come after me let him 
deny himſelf, and take up his Croſs and follow 

D4d2 


me, 
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me, Matt. 16. 24. Aman muſt come out of 
himſelf to Chrilt. | 
And there is a ſelf denyal which is the ef- 
fe of cloſing with Chriſt ;* that follows 
upon our believing, and is 2n eſſential part 
of ſantification; None of us liveth to himſelf, 
and no man dyeth to himſelf, Rom. 14.7. Selt- 
opinion, ſelf-will, ſelf-love,ſelf-confidence, 
all muſt be denyed ; every imagination, and 
every high thing muſt be brought into capt:- 
vity to the obedience of Chriſt, 2:Cor.10.445- 
Nay righteous ſelf too is as much to be de- 
nyed in point of dependance, as carnal ſelf, 
15 in point of zd«lgence; for truſting to 
jelf-righteouſneſs hath undone many. Not 
only our «zrighteouſneſs will undo us if we 
abide init, but- our very righteouſneſs will 
undo us alſo if we truſt toit; and why ? 
becauſe hereby we thruſt Chriſt out of of- 
fice, and make void his righteouſneſs. Let 
your box of oyntment be never ſo preci- 


Eccicf19.1, Ous, yet this dead fly will ſpoil it all. If once 


judgment be ſent forth to vittory over every 
thing of ſelf, then art thou prepared for a 
full ſabjeCtion to the Toke of Chriſt. No- 
thing a man doth can be called:goſpel obe- 
dience, unleſs it be done from a principle 
of ſelt-denial : for till then all his duties 
are but a ſacrificing to his own net" or as the 
Prophet Hoſea calls it, 4 bringing forth 
fruit to himſelf, Hol. 10.1. Onur Lord Chriſt 
himſelfatted from this principle, for as he 
did not his own will, ſo he ſought not his 
own glory. T1 ſeek, not mine onn-glory, = 
the 
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the glory of himthat ſent me. A man can ne- 
ver carry -it' becomingly under the Toke of 
Chriſt, nor keep his commandments unleſs 
he be ated by a principle of ſelf-deniat. 
That is the firſt thinz therefore rhat you 
are tolook to, that the principles of your 
obedience be right. 

2. If you would order your converſati- 
on aright under this Toke of Chriſt, ſee 
that your obedience be in proper atts and ex- 
erciſes. All that isdonein Religion is not 
obedience ; all that is done with reference 
to God, is not obedience to God. 
There is a building wood, and hay, and , co .. 
ſtubble upon the foundation , this work 
muſt beall burnt. It is the vanity of Po- 
pery, and the wickednels of its teachers, 
to prefer the precepts of men before the ;,,.., . - 
commands of ſefus Chriſt, and fo to take 
up the Toke of Antichriſt inſtead of ric 
Yoke of Chriſt. This obedience, tho done 
in the name of Chriſt, yet is down right 
rebellion againſt Chriſt. 

Nothing can be obedience to Chriſt but 
what is done with reſpect to the authority 
of the commands of Chriſt. Not this or 
that ſingle command, but all. Many cbey 
Chriſt in one command, and negle@t ano- 
ther ; zealous in ſome things, but muſt ke 
diſpenſed with in others. - The Toke of 
Chriſt doth not conſiſt of any one lingie 
obſervance, but is made up of many d1- 
ties; it is as extenſive as the preceptive 
part of the goſpel, which comprehe::ds in 
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it whatever is in any ſenſe the matter of 
our duty. The whole government of 
heart and life, with reſpeCt to God, to our 
ſ]ves, to- others, is fully taught by the 
precepts delivered in the goſpel. And 
therefore obedience lies not in ſome parti- 
cular obſervances as to this or that com- 
mand,but it js an intire and full reſignation 
of our ſelves to the laws of Chriſt, as they 
area rule of guidance and government to 
the whole man. We muſt have reſpect to 
all. That obedience that is not univerſal 
15not real. Quod propter Deum fit equaliter 
fit. I eſteem allthy precepts concerning all things 
to be rieht, Pligl. 119. 128. Whatſoever 
things are true, whatſoever things are honeſt, 
whatſoever things are juſt, whatſoever things 
are pure, whatſoever things are lovely, what- 
foever things are of good report \, uf there be 
any virtue, and if there be any praiſe, think on 
theſe things, Phil. 4-8. 


But yet, there is a preference in the 
commands of Chriſt ; - ſome are greater 
then others; there are Baguripe rue, the 
weightier matters of the law ,, Some Ccom- 
mands are more eſſential to piety, others 
are morecircumſtantial. Some wherein the 
glory of God, and the falvation of the 
ſou] are more unmediately concerned ; in 
others more remotely. Some precepts 
there are wherein the vitals and main parts 
of religion are contained, there are others 
that are but as fences about theſe. And 


there-' 
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therefore though every command is to be 
obeyed,yet ſome are to be preferred. Though 
it is aduty to reſpect all, yet not with the 
ſame degree of refpe&tt Though the com- 
mands are all equal in regard of the autho. 

rity of the law-giver ; yet in reſpe& of 
the things commanded,there ts a difference 
and diſproportion. To love God 152 great- 

er duty than to love my neighbowr. To obey 

is better then ſacrifice, and to hearken then the 
fat of rams, 1Sam.15 22. 71 will bave mer- 

Cy and not ſacrifice, Matt. 9.13. 

Now then if you would have your obe- 
dience manifeſted in proper aCts and exer- 
Ciſes, then obſerve theſe lix rules. 


1. Negle&t noduty in its ſeaſon ; ſeve- 
ral ſeaſons have their ſeveral duties annex- 
ed to them by God, which makes them 
more a duty then' any other duty. Thar 
which is theduty in ſeaſon is greater than 
any other duty. 

2. Where God layes moſt weight there 
we are to expreſs moſt care. As for in- 
ſtance. 

I. Where any commandment 1s called 
reat, there God layes great weight ; T hou 
alt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 

and with all thy ſoul, and with all thy mind, 
this is the firſt and great commandment, Matt. 
22. 37, 38. Therefore this ought to have 
our firſt and greateſt obſervance. 

Il. Where God gives forth commands 
with the greateſt ſanftions, and ſevereſt 
Dd 4 penal- 
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penalties, there he layes great weight ; and 
there we ſhould. expreſs great care. So in 
the-ſecond-6emmangment; . there you have 
2 ſanftion conſiſting of a ſore threat, and 
a ſweet promiſe : Y/:ſtipg the 3niquity of the 
fathers apon the children tothe third and fourth 
generation of them that hate me, and ſhewing 
mercy to theuſands of them that love me and 
keep my commandments. Therefore of all 
ſins we ſhould take heed of falſe worſhip, 
and idolatry,, for this God abhors: and 
keep cloſe to divine inſtitution in all reli- 
2i0us performances, 

II. Where two duties come together, 
there the greater is to take place of the 
leſs. Agendum eſt id quod eſt major obligatio. 
In this caſe that which is the leſſer duty 
ceaſes for that time to be a duty ; and the 
greater duty becomes the only duty. 

Thus poſtive preceptsare to give place to 
moral precepts. Though 1 am commanded 
to keep the Sabbath and do no work; yet 
for preſerving my neighbours life, or houſe 
when on fire, I may as lawfully work on 
that day as any other. 

And in moral precepts the /eſs is'to give 
place to thegreater. Thus when the firſt 
aud the fifth command meet z (obey God, 
and obey your rulers.)the firſt is to take place. 
The power of a delegate is not to be 
own'd in; competition with the authority 
of God. . In preſentia majorss cefſat poteſtas 
minoris., In this caſe ſuperiours are not to 
be obeyed; For no command of ſuperiours 
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can bind againſt the command of God, who 
is higher then the higheſt. 

Again 3 when my own temporal good, and 
the ſpiritual good of another meet in 
competition, { am to prefer his ſpiritual 
good before my own temporal good. There- 
tore Paul would rather never eat meat, then 
off end his Brothers conſcience. This is the 
meaning of that in 1 7eh.3. 16. We ought 
to lay down our lives for the brethren. That is, 
our corporal lives for their ſpiritual. As 
in time of perſecution, when the death of 
the ſtrong may confirm the faith of rhe 
weak, and ſo be a ſcrvice to the ſalvation 
of others; then we ought not to count 
our lives dear. 

IV. When external daties are commanded, 
internal obedience 1s therein required and 
chiefly intended. For every precept is 
given to the whole man; and there- 
fore binds the inward man as well as the 
outward, or elſe we are obliged to be hy- 
pocrites, and ſeem what weare not. When 
we are commanded to repent ; to hear, to 
pray, to do good works, they are not the 
outward afts only that Chriſt calls tor ; but 
the inward graces and affeftions. And 
therefore you never obey the precept, 
whatever duties you perform, unleſs they 
be done in ſpirit and truth. 

V. Obſerve the ſtation and condition 
God hath ſet: thee in, and the circumltan- 
ces thou art under, and attend to the du- 
ties thereof. For that which is the _ 
0 


1Pet.2.15. 
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of one may not be the duty of another : 
and that which is a great duty at one time, 
may be no duty atanother. One man may be 
a Magiſtrate,another a Miniſter,and ſo may 
be obliged to thoſeduties which are no du- 
ties to another. 

VI. Laſtly, whatever duties conduce 
moſt to Gods glory ; whatever have the 
greateſt tendency to our own falvation, 
and the ſalvation of others ; whatever may 
put the greateſt honour upon religion, and 
render it lovely among, men, and pt to ſi- 
lence the ignorance of the fooliſh: in theſe 
things lye the proper aCts and exerciſes of 
obedience. And therefore theſe are the 
works chiefly to be attended to by all that 
are under the Toke of Chriſt : but we muſt 
not ſo be concerned in the greateſt, as to 
neglect the leaſt. Qui minima ſpernit paula- 
erm decidit. Spiritual decays begin in the 
neglett of leſſer duties- Remember that of 
Chriſt to the hypocritical Phariſees : Theſe 
ye ought :o have done, and not toleave the other 
undone, Matt.23.23. And that in Matt. 5. 
19. Whoſoever ſhall break one of theſe leaſt com- 
manadments, ſhall be called the leaſt in the king- 
dom of heaven. _ 

3. If you would carry it becomingly 
under the Toke of Chriſt, as you muſt look 
that the principles of your obedience be 
right ; and that the matter of your obe- 
dience be in right exercifes : ſo you muſt 
ſee to the manner of your obedience. It is 
not the bare doing what God-commands 
that is obedience, unleſs it be done in a 


right 
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rioht manner. Moſt men miſcarry herein 
taking up in a bare performance of dutyy 
and reſting sr: opere operate,in the work done, 
Like the blind Papiſts, that bead out their 
devotions, and ſerve God by tale. How 
few watch over their hearts in duty; or 
look to the frame of their ſpirits in obe- 
dience : whereas this is the great thing 
God looks at. And therefore the precept 
doth not only dire in the murrer to be 
done, but alſo in the mamrer of doing : not 
only what, but how. Take heed how ye hear, 
Luke 8. 18. Take heed ye donot your alms be- 
fore men, Matr. 6, I, 

Now what doth our Lord Chriſt mean 
by theſe rake heeds ? but to' ſhew us how 
poſſible it is for a man to miſcarry in the 
very doing of duty, if he do not make 
as much conſcience, and ſhew as much care 
in the manner of doing, as in the matter 
to be done. Malum ex quolibet defettu. Tho 
all requiſites muſt concur to make an aCti- 
on morally good, yet any defe&t makes a 
good thing evil. And therefore in all in- 
{ſtances of obedience the manner is careful- 
ly to be attended to. For 

1. This is the great diſtinguiſhing cha- 


ratter between a trye believer and an hy- + 


pocrite. It is not in the matter done, but 
in the manner of doing. both may be in- 
gaged in one and the duty : and yet 
1tmay bean aft of grace in one, and an aft 
of ſn inthe other. The good man prays; 
io doth the hypocrite ; bur the one pa_ 
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with fairh and fervency ; the other draws 
nigh to. God: with his lips, when the heart is 
far from him. The good man ſerves God; 
{o. doth. 'the hypocrite : but the-one 
brings the wale of the flock; the other brings 
the torn, -and the lame,” and the fick. The 
one ſerves him deceirfally; the other ac- 
ceptably. 

2. A duty that is materially good, may 
be formally eyil by failing in a right maner. 
Good becomes evil, and duty is turned into 
lin by an. undue manner of performance. 
It ts iniquity even the ſolemn meeeting , 1ſa. 
1.13. 

3. It makes God difown his own ap- 
pointments, and reject the very perform- 
ances, which the precept makes a duty. 
When 'ye come to appear before me, who hath 
required this at your hand to tread my courts ? 
La. 1.12. It was Gods requirement, as 
you may ſee, Deut. 12.5. To the place which 
the Lord your God ſhall chooſe to put his name 
there, to his babitation ſhall ye ſeek, and thi- 
ther ye ſhall come. So that they had the 
command of God for treading, his Courts; 
and yet here God rejects his own appoint- 
ments. Who hath required this at your hand ! 
Though God required it, yet not of fuch 
as they were; nor in ſuch a manner 8$ 
they appeared. Soin y. 13. Bring no more 
vain oblations, incenſe 1 an abomination to me. 


But were not theſe oblations and incenſe - 


of Gods own inſtitution? Yes, but becauſe 
they were feignedly performed, therefore 
they 
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they were not accepted ; and ſo became 
vain-and abominable. But there is a farther 
hint in the words ; for oblations were from 
the people ; incenſe was from the prieſts: 
ſo that when he faies, their oblation: are 
vain, and incenſe an abomination, he doth 
therein reject the ſpecious worſhip and ſer- 
vices both of prieſts and people. He that 


effereth an oblation is as if he offered ſwines Lev.11.q, 


bloody, and he that burneth incenſe as if be 
bleſſed an Idol, Iſai. 66.3: And if God're- 
jets that worſhip which he hitnfelf ap- 
pointed, and ſo was right for the matter ; 
becauſe not done in a right matner ; what 
ſhall become of that worſhip which'is nei- 
ther right for matter nor manner? where the 


commandments of God are mide of none off et Mat. 15.6. 


by the traditions of- men # this; 'wherever 

it is, renders the worſhip of God Vain ; 

for ſo the Lord Chriſt himfelf hath deter- 

mined the caſe';* Hatth. 15!'9.? Þvalt ds 
they worſhip me teaching \for Dottriies the" tom- 
mandments of men.” O that our ſiiperſtiti- 
ons will-worſhippers would conſider this, 
who have (to uſe 'the Phrophets phraſe,)' 
the broth of abominable things in he felt,” 
Ifa.'65. 4. and as' ever they would 'arvid: 
the devils meat, let them ſhun feetliyg wpon* 
his -bzeth. For” little innovations"iti” the 
worſhip of God open'a door for thegra-. 
dual- entrance of the moſt abominable 1do-" 
latries. And ſo the houſe of prayer becomes 

by degrees a den of thieves, Matt. 21.1 3. 
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4 A man may lay himſelf under great 
vengeance and judgement from God in the 
doing the very thing which God com- 
mands, for want of a right manner. Curſed 
be the decerver that hath a male in his flock, and 
voweth and ſacrificeth to the Lord a corrupt 
thing, Mal. 1. 14. Sacrificing was a duty 
commanded by God, but he that cor- 
rupted his facrifices came under a curſe; 
as they, did that offered the blind and 
the lamey, and the ſick, to God, ver. $, 
When men . have not a rule from the 
word of God for a. warrant of their 
worſhip, that is « blnd_ ſacrifice. When 
there is action without afteCtion ; the lips 
without the heart; that #s 4 lame ſacrifice. 
When. dutyes are done coldly, without 
life and vigour ;, that is 4 ſick ſacrifice, and 
ſach a {acrificer is a deceiver, becauſe he 
doth not. obſerye the right manner, and 
curſed be the deceiver, SO Jeremy 48. 10. 
Curſed be he that doth the work of the Lord de- 
ceitfully, 1 Corinth. 11. 29, He that eat- 
&th and drinketh unworthily eateth and drinks 
eth judgment to himſelf. And what the judge 
ment 15, -he tells you in the next verlie. 
For this cauſe many are ſick and weak among 


your ſleep. Many were under ſoar 
Ns 56d many ſwept away by death, 
for coming to the Lords tablein an unwor- 
thy manner. | 

It is of great concernment therefore to 


ke that your obedience be right for the 
maner. Otherwiſewsc may think we ſerve 
G0 
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God when our very ſervice becomes ſin. It 
is excellent counſel of the Apoſtle, Heb. 
12.28, Let us have grace whereby we may ſervs 
God acceptably. T hat which gives the ac- 
ceptance is the manner of obedience. Now 
there muſt be four things to make obedi- 
ence right for the manner. 


I. It muſt be a willmg obedience ; duties 
are to flow from the heart freely, like the 
drops that come from the hony comb with- 
out preſſing : it is a character peculiar to 
the jects of Jeſas Chriſt, they are a wil- 
ling people. And herein the efficacy of 
grace 1s ſeen, in taking away natural 
relutancy and oppoſition ; and bringing 
the will into ſubjeftion to Chriſt. And 
therefore it is ſaid to be an effeft of theda 


399 


of his power in the ſonl. Thy people ſhall be Pal.101-3. 


willing in the day of thy power. God is more 
honoured by the obedience of the will, 
than by all the ſervice of the outward 
man. Humane force may compell this ; 
but nothing but grace can rule the 
other. Many obey ; but it is by conſtraint, 


not hy choice, The influence of by ends 


or forreign motives, or the compulton of 
a natkral conſcience,or fears of hell, and wrath, 
may compell them to do many things, as 
Herod did ; but they are burthenſome and 
grievous, Ever as the will is ſuch is the ſer- 
vice : and therefore God who in ſome caſes 
_— the will for the deed, never accepts the 


deed in any caſe without the will, In the 2 Cor.2.1:. 


duties 


x Cor5.20, 
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duties of Gods ſervice, the willis all in all. 
Thou Solomon my ſun, lyzow thou the God of thy 
father, and ſerve him with a perfeit heart, and 
with a willing mind, 1 Chron.28. 9. 


I. It muſt be an wniverſal obedience: 
And that both in reſpect to the ſubjett, and 
to the objett. 

1. With reſpect to the ſubjett, it muſt be 
the obedience of the whole man. Jeſus 
Chriſt hath redeemeg| both. body and foul; 
and regeneration is a work upon the whole 


man ; All things are become new, 2 CorT.15:. 


17. and therctore the ſervice of the whole 
man is required, Glorifie God sn your body 
and in your ſpirit, which are Gods, Many 
giveGod an qutward obedience, but their 
hearts are ſet-upon their Juſts; and many 
pretend their hearts, are good, and right 
with God, bat their lives are vitious, and 
among the unclean : but where the Yoke of 
Chriſt is truly taken up, the whole man 
1s the Lords. 

2 With reſpe& tothe objeff. The whole 
will of God as revealed in. his word. Walk 
mn all the wayes that I have commanded you, 
that it may be well with you, Jer.7. 23. There 
are affirmative precepts and . negative: 
commands for ſaffering as well as, doing ; 
poſitive commands and relative: * greater 
commands ahd leſs. None may be neglet- 
ed. It is ſaid'of ' David, he Fulfuled all Gnds 
wills, ACts 13.22. 4. ce. his will in all his 
commands. He had reſpeit 'to all þis com- 
mands, 
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mands, Pſal. 119. 6. Zachary and Eliza- 
beth walked in all the commandments and ordi- 
nances of the Lord blameleſs, Luke 1.6.and it 
will be ſo wherever the heart is right with 
God. For in regeneration the whole law 
of God is impreſſed upon the heart; fo 
that the ſoul 1s equally inclined to all the 
commands as to one; and makes conſci- 
ence of one as well as another. 


I know, in a /egal ſence, no believer on 
earth can obey univerſally, and fully : for 
in many things we offend all. But Evangeli- 
cally,and in the ſenſe of the new covenant, 
every believer keeps all the commands of 
God, that is 

1. In love and eſteem : / eſteem all - 
precepts concerning all things to be right, Pſal. 
119.128. Now love #s the fulfilling of the 
law, Rom. 1 3. 10, : 

2. In unfeigned deſire. That which his 


ſoul longs after is, to ſtand perfet? andcom- 1, ... 


pleat in all the will of God. O that my wayes 
were diretted to keep thy Statutes, Pſal.1 19.5. 


3. In purpoſe and reſolution. 7 wil 
keep thy ſtatutes, Plal. 119.3. All people will 
walk every one in the name of h1s God, and we 
will walk. in the name of the Lord our Gold for 
ever and ever, Micah 4. 5. Thus they cleave 
tothe Lord with purpoſe of heart. 

4+ In ſincerity of indeavour and under- 
taking. He ſets no bounds to his obedi- 
ence, that is hypocriſie, but forgetting the 

E e things 
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things that are bebind, and reaching forth to 
theſe things which are before, He preſſes to- 
ward the mark, Phil. 3. 13, 14- and this ac- 
cording to the tenour of the new cove- 
nant, is full and perfect obedience. 


III. It muſt be an-«pright and ſincere obe- 
dience. Walk, before me and be thou perfett, 
Gen.17.1. in the margent It is, be thou ſin- 
cere,or upright .So that ſincerity and upright- 
neſs is new covenant perfeftion. The per- 
feftion of grace in heaven is glory ; but 
the perfeftion of grace on earth is 
ſimeerity. One dram of this in the heart 
is worth a world. It is that which God 
delights in ; Thou trieſt the heart, and haſt 
pleaſure in uprightneſs, 1 Chron. 29.17. Nay 
he doth not only delight in uprightneſs ; 
but in the perſons and performances of the 
upright. The upright in their way are his 
delight, Prov. 11.20. there you ſce his re- 
ſpect to their perſons; and from the per- 
ſon, this delight of God palleth to their 
performances. The prayer of the upright is 
bu delight, Prov. 15. 8. God can take no 
pleaſure in any duty without ſincerity z be- 
cauſe all duties that are not done in ſince- 
rityarcalye. It is ſaid of thoſe Liraelites 
in Plal 78.34,36,37- When they ſought God, 
and returned, and inquired early after him, 
that they did but lye to him with their tongues, 
and why ? Becaule their hearts were net right 
with him. 


It 
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It is ſicerity that commends every du- 
ty to God. It ſupplies all other defects : 
denominates 4 man a Saint under all his fail- 
ings: it is the only ſoyl wherein grace 
takes root, and grows proſperouſly : It is 
thet one thing wherein only the true Chri- 
an can outftrip the hypocrite ; it is that: 
w hich crowns all grace with perſeverance. 
No wonder therefore that the Apoſtle is 
ſo earneſt with God for this grace in be-- 
half of that Church, Phzl. 1. 9, 109. Now 
this I pray -— that ye may be ſincere. And 
that David applies himſelf fo earneſtly to 
God upon this acconnat, as he doth, Pfal. 
119. 80. Make my btart ſound in thy ſtatmes, 
that I be not aſhamed. Hypocrilie ends in 
ſhame ; it is the glory of a Chriſtians obe- 
dience when it is done in ſincerity. 

IV. It muſt bea conſtant obedience. Tho 
there may(throughthe ſtrength of remain- 
ing luſts, & the imperteCtions of grace)poſ- 
libly be many particular unevenneſſes, and 
ſinful deviations in the courſe of the ſaints 
obedience , as It was in Noah, Let, Da- 


vid, Peter, Cc. yet in the main, he holds Job 17.9. 


on his way. 1 have inclined my heart to per- 
form thy ſtatutes alwayes to the end, Pal. 119. 
x12, Not by pangs and fits, but alwayes ; 
not for a time, and then draw back, but 
to the end. Judas was a diſciple, and put 
on Chriſts Yoke for a while : but Satan en- 
ters, and the Toke is caſt off. Simon Magm 


takes up Chriſts Toke for a fit ; but, his A&8. ar; 
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heart not_ being right with God, he ſoon 
caſts it off again. 

There is a great deal of this volatile 
devotion in the world. Many take up 
Chriſts Toke early, and caſt it off again as 
ſuddainly : their goodneſs is (as was laid of 
Epbraims) Hoſ. 6. 4. 45 a morning cloud, 
and as the early dew that goes away. Or like 
the new moon, that ſhines a while in the 
firſt part of the night; but is down, and 
dilappears before half the night be gone. 
But bleſſed are they that keep judgment, and he 
that doth righteouſneſs at all times, Pſal. 106. 
3. Now when obedience 1s thus circum- 
ſtanced ; when it 1s done willingly, «fly, 
ſincerely, and conſtantly ; then it is done in a 
right manner. 


«. See that your obedience to Chriſt, 


hath right ends, it is a known maxim, mor 
attibus ſed finibus penſantur officia Duties 
are not weighed and eſteemed fo 
much by aCts as by ends. Though a good 
end cannot juſtifie a bad attion, yet the beſt 
aftion 1s corrupted by a bad end. Feb is 
imployed in a good work; a work well 
pleating to God; a work to which he was 
called of God ; viz. the deſtroying the 
houſe of idolatrous Ahab. And yet when 
he had done it, God threatens to avenge 
the blood of Jezreel upon the houſe of Jehu, 
Hol. 1. 4 God firſt anoints Zehufor that 
work, to ſhed the blood of the houſe of 
Abab, and then bid him go and do it : and 
then 


a. tad Aa a> eas as im > i. ®. Aa. ad 


The Good of Early Obedience. 


then declareth his acceptance of it when 
done: (2 King. 10. 30. Thox haſt done well 
in executiting that which 1s right in mine eyes) 
yea promiſeth to reward him for doingit z 
Becauſe thou haſt dene to the houſe of Ahab all 
that was in mine heart, thy children of the 
fourth generation ſhall ſit on the throne of Iſrael, 
and yet after al! this threatens to avenge 
this blood upon 7ehbu"s houſe. What ſhould 
be the reaſon of this? Becauſe though the 
work was good, yet 7ehu's end was bad. It 
was not done in zeal for the Lord as he 
pretended,bur his end was to get the King- 
dom. I obſerve hence two things. 


1. A man may polhbly do that very 
thing which is commanded by God, and yet 
not do the will of God. He may ſerve his 
own luſts indoing what God requires. 


2. God may rewarda work in this world, 
and yet puniſh it in the next. Awork way be 
materially good, and ſo may have a reward 
here; and yet ourend in it may be carnal 
and corrupt ; and for that God may puniſh 
x hereafter.'It is a very miſchievous thing 
fora man to ſubje&t a good work to bad 
ends ;, Our -Saviour ſpeaks of ſome that 
pray to be ſeen of men, Matt..6."5. and that 
devour widows houſes, and for @ pretence make 
long prayers, (Matt. 23. 14+.) a bad endtoa 
good ation. 'And what follows ,: there» 
fore ye ſhall receive the greater damnation. 
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It is a baſe eontempt that is put upon 
God when his worſhip is-made a pretence 
towvile ends, Some preach Chrift out of envy, 
Phil. 1. 15. What work more ſpiritual ? 
what end more carnal? this is proſtituting 
Religion to ſerve our luſts ; and ſo make 
Gods ſtream to turn the devils mill. Oras 
if wedid ſet up another God belides him, 
asevery carnal man doth: for he that hath 
no higherend in all his ations than himſelf, 
is a God to himſelf. Hence it is that cor- 
rupt aud falſe Teachers are faid to make 
their belly their God, becauſe their higheſt 
end in all they db in the matters of Religi- 
on 1s to feed their belly, and to gratihe 
their carnal appetite in worldly pleaſures 
and preferment , a Scripture never more 
verified then in this day. It is of great 
concernment therefore that in all we do, 


our intentionsand ends be right, for 


1. Our altimate end doth greatly influ- 
ence all our actions. they are greatly 
guided and governed by that. -- If a mans 
end be carnal and ſelfiſh, it will influence 
every duty, every aft of Rehgion. He 
brings forth fruit to himſelf 11n all. If a 
mans end be the eternal _—_— of God 
2s his chief good and utmoſt felieity ; why 
then all his duties and performances are di- 
reted to his Glory 5 that whatever he 
doth may pleaſe Gotl. He ver to the Lord, 
and dies to the Lerd. He labours that whe- 
ther preſent or abſent he may be accepted of him. 
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2. A mans ſtate in grace is diſcovered 
by nothing more then by fixing a right end. 
Grace is not diſcovered by what a man 
doth, but by the end he doth it One 
fayes three things muſt concurr to denomi- 
nate a man truly godly. 


That he be ſure to make God his portion. 

That he be nothing in point of ſelf-righteouſ- 

nes. 

That he have a change of his utmoſt end. 

A man cannot call his moſt ſpiritual a&ti- 
on, an a&ion of grace, unleſs he doth it 
tO a holy end. 

True wiſdom lies inthree things. 

1. In proponnding and fixing a right 
end. 

2. In the choling proper and ſuitable 
means. 

3. In a diligent uſe of theſe means to 
the attaining tothisend-: and you have all 
theſe pointed at in that of the Apoſtle, 
Phil. 1.11. Being filled with the fruits of 
righteouſneſs, which are by Jeſus Chriſt to the 
praiſe and glory of God. Fruits of righteouſ- 
neſs muſt be our work : as the means which 
muſt be done by Zeſws Chriſt, by whom we 
have ſtrength for performance. And they 
muſt be done tothe praiſe and glory of God as 
our end, 

3. There 1s nothing in our beſt duties 
and performances that can any way ſtead 
us to communion with God, unleſs our end 
be good. -Oneend in all duties is to obtair, 
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communion with God. There is Commerce 
and Communion : Commerce is when one man 
Trades with another for private advant- 
age z and ſo a man will maintain commerce 
with a Mranger, or an enemy. But com- 
munion (uppoſes love and delight in the ob- 
ject. A carnal man may have commerce 
with God in duties for ſelfiſh ends 4 as they 
that followed Chriſt for the loaves: but a 
man can have no communion with God in 
duty unleſs his ends be right. He puts him- 
ſelf ſeven times farther from God by an 
unholy end, than by a holy attion he ſeemed 
todraw nigh to him. 

Our ends therefore are to be narrowly 
looked unto. The beſt ation is corrupt- 
cd by abaderd: and our civil and natural 
actions have a holineſs upon them, and are 
tin{tured with religion , when they arc 


done to a right end. Therefore the Apo- 


ſtle counſelling ſervants in their duty to 
man, bids them make the glory of Chriſt 
their end, Epheſ. 6. 5. Servants be obedrent 
to your maſters -— in (ingleneſs of. heart 4s un- 
ro Thriſt, And ver. 6, Not with eye-ſervice 
as men pleaſers, but «s the ſervants of Chriſt. 
And again, ver. 7. With-good will doing ſer- 
vice as to the” Lord, and not to men. The 
great delign of the Apoſtle's counſel is to 
ſublimate and enoble their ends: that the 
meaneſt aft of their- ſerve ſtate may 
reach to Chriſt. Be obedient as unto Chriſt. 
And as the ſervants of Chri#t ;, and «s tothe 
Lord, What eyer a man doth, whether 

in 
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in civit or ſpiritual performances, if his 
ends be not right, his heart cannot be 
right. 

There is a twofold end in obedience, 
which commends it to God : the one 1s 
ſubordinate to the other as the ultimate, 

The ſubordinate end is the honour and credit 

of the goſpel, the good of our neighbour, 

the edification of the Church; and our 
own-ſalvation : That when we have done 

all, we be not caſtawayes, loſing all that we 1 Cor.g. 29. 
have wrought : but that we receive a full re- , gy1oh.g, 
ward. T hen there is the «{timate end of our 
obedience : and that is the honour and glo- 

ry of God, which is the chief end of all. 

Whether ye eat or drink, or whatever ye do, 

do all. to. the glory if Cod, 1 Cor. 10. 31. 

If the ſtreamof every aftion empty not it 

ſelf into the ſea of Gods glory, it runs 

walſt. © This is. the mark of a hypocrite, 

ſelf love is his bigheſt priaciple , and ſelf- 

ſeeking is his armoſt end. But the Chriſtians 

true character is in this ; Love co God is the 

great principle he afts by ; and the glory of 

God is the.great end he aims at. 

I might here anſwer a caſe of conſtience, ca\+ of Cor- 
whether a -man ought alwayes aCtually to ſcience. 
intend his ultimate end ? that is, whether 
he ought to have his eye continually upon 
the glorifyingof God in every particular 
duty which he performs ? 


A. 1. Affirmative precepts though they Ar 1, 
alwayes bind, yet they bind not to all times. 
| Now 
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now this being a duty by virtue of an af- 
firmative precept, it 1s alwayes a duty, yet 
not abſolutely neceſſary in every particular 
act. Indeed as the affirmative doth include 
anegative,ſo it binds ad ſemper,to all times; 
ſo that we muſt at no time do any: thing 


againſt Gods glory, that may refle& any 
diſhonour upon him. 


2. Thereis need of a diſtinCtion for the 
fuller reſolution of this caſe. Aims and 
intentions with reſpect to their end are ei- 
ther habitual, or attua!, or virtual. 

1. Habitual. The work of grace in the 
heart is to change and ſublimate our end ; 
ſo that wherever grace 1s, there 1s an ha- 
bitual ſcope and aim at Gods glory as the 
end of all obedience. But this 1s not ſuffi- 
cient. 

2. There is an aftzalaimat the glory of 
God ineac|: particular performance. Now 
this cannot bethe duty of a, believer in 
his preſent imperteCct ſtate, for three rea- 
ſons. | 

1. Becauſe it would leave no place for 
other duties. 

2. It is notabſolutely neceſſary in every 
particular a(t: though it ought to befre- 
quently done, yet it 1s not fo neceſſary in 
every duty as that it ceaſes to be'an-at 
of obedience if it be not analy done. 
If a man make a voyage to the Indves, his 
aim and deſign is to be there in ſnch a time, 
and accordingly he ſets fail ip parfuance of 


his. 


Lan 
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mop, of rb 


A eo. dc a6 tome tos hos ©. - Gaoas wh Wy aa Goo foo £2 


_— 


The Good of Early Obedience. 


his end. Yet his end is not in his eye, in 
every aftion he doth in ſteering and guid- 
ing the veſſel. So it 1s in this caſe: The 
delign of a Chriſtian is the glory of God 
ie all his ations, though he may not at- 
ally aimat itin every particular perform- 


ance, 
3. It is impoſlible to perform it where 


there is a conſtant Juſting of the fleſh Gal.$.19. 


againſt the ſpirit, as is in every believer ; 
and therefore a further work of grace muſt 
_ upon the regenerate foul then can 
attained in this ſtate, to enable 
jt_ hereto; and that is in glorification, 
whereby grace-is compleated and freed 
from all mixtures of fleſh, and interrupti- 
on in its a(ts by temptation Saints in 
heaven do attzally intend the glory of God 
in every thing they do; and no wonder, 
for they ſee face to face. They are held 
cloſe ro God by an immediate and uninter- 
rupted vition. Therefore the holy Ghoſt 
puts theſe two, ſight and ſervice together, 
Revel, 22. 3, 4. Hu ſervants ſball ſerve him, 
and they fball ſee his face. "They ſhall ſerve 
him; fo they do here; I but there they 
ſhall ſerve him perfectly, with purity of 
intention, and complieatneſs of perform- 
ance ; and how ſo? they ſhall ſee him im- 
mediately and injoy him fully. God is ne- 
ver perfectly ſerved till he is fully in- 
—_— EE 
3. There1s avrirtnal aim and intention, 
which is more then habitzal. And though 
IL 
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it is not aftzal, yet the. ation hath there- 
by ſach a tendency as naturally referrs to 
the glory of God. He that in alms-giving 
attually intends the good and comben of 
his poor neighbour, doth therein virtually 
aim at the glory of God. When a man 
by his repentance, and mourning for ſin, 
attaally aims at the obtaining of pardon 
and forgiveneſs, the tendency of his aCti- 
on is to an end ſubordinate to the glory of 
God.For it is the glory of God to forgive 
ſin. So then I would reſolve the caſe 
thus. 

To intend the glory of God habitually, 
is notenough fora believer to do. Toin- 
tend it in every particular duty attaally, is 
more then a believer can do. | But to in- 
tend it in each duty virtually, and as oft as 
we can atually, this is a believers preſent 
duty: and obedience thus performed ſhall 
certainly find acceptation with God. And 
ſo much for the ſecond direftion, toſych 
as are under Chriſts Toke ; that they would 
labour to bear it becomingly : which is 
done when obedience is from right princi- 
ples ;, and conſiſts in proper performances ; 
ws all is done in a due manney ;, to a right 
end, 
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CHAP. XVIE 


Exhorts to perſeverance under the yoke of 
Chri$t, with arg uments to preſs it, and 
direFions to gnide init, 


Aving put on the Toke of Chriſt, never Dy third. 
caſt it off again. Having begun in the 
ſpirit do not end in the fleſh, He that puts 
bus hand to the plough and looks back, is not 
fit for the Kingdom of God, Luk. 9. 62. Art 
thou bound (as the Apoſtle faies in another 
caſe) ſeek not to be looſed. The Toke of 
Chriſt is to be put on betimes, but never 
to be put off again. The goſpel, that 
puts this yoke upon us, Is the everlaſting 
goſpel; not temporary, or ceſſant, but 2 
fixed rule for the whole life ; and therefore 
we are to ſerve God in righteouſneſs and ho- Luk, 1.74,75 
lineſs all our dayes. Let mepropound ſome 
arguments to preſs this duty; and then 
ſome directions to help in it, and I fhall 
diſmiſs this branch of the uſe. 


Rey.14-5. 


1. Conſider the great advantaze of a 
perſevering obedience ; whether you look 
at the honour that attends it, or the peace 
that comes by it, or the fafety thar is in 
it, orthe reward that is intailed upon it, 
the advantage is great on all theſe ac- 
counts, 


MO 
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' 1. It is your honour to perſevere in 
your obedience to Chriſt to the end, This 
is clearly intimated in that counſel of 
Chriſt to the Church of Philadelphia, 
Revel. 2. 11. old that faſt which thou haſt 
that no man take thy crown. The Crown 
here ſome take for the crown of glory in 
heaven. Others take it for that honour 
God had put upon her ver.g, / will make 
them of the Synagogue of Satan, who ſay they 
are Jews and are nat — —-to come and wor- 
ſhip before thy feet, and to know that I have 
loved thee. But | take her crown here, to 
be her perſeverance in faith and obedience 
to Chriſt ; ſor perſeverance is a Chriſtians 
crownzit crowns all grace ; therefore ſaith 
our Lord Chriſt, hold faſt that which thou 
haſt. That profeſſion thou haſt made, that 
grace thou haſt received, that obedience 
which thou haſt wrought, For 1] know thy 
works, thou haſt a little ſtrength, and haſt kept 
my word,and haſt not denyed my name. Hold faſt 
that which thou haſt ; therc 1s the counſel of 
Chriſt : and the argument he urgeth it 
upon is, leaſt ſhe ſhould loſe her Crown. 
Perſeverance in the wayes of Chriſt is the 
crownand honour of a Chriſtian. 


2. If youreſpect the peace and comfort 
of your ſtate, nothing ſecures and pro- 
motes it more then your conſtancy in obe- 
dience As there is a peace which flows 
from juſtification, Rom. 5. 1. io there is a 
peace reſulting from perſevering obe- 
dience 
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dience. Great peace have they that love thy 
Law, Pfal. 119. 165. He don't fay only, 
that do it , but that love it; for he 
that loves it will do it, and never depart 
from it, Gal. 6. 16. As many as walk ac- 
cording to this rule, peace ſnall be upon them 
and mercy. Conſtant obedience brings in 
conſtant peace and comfort. 


3. It isof great advantage in point of 
ſafety. Righteouſneſs keepeth him that is np- 
right in the way, but wickedneſs overthroweth 
the ſinner, Prov. 13.6. Ah what fools are 
ſinners, who run into ſin to avoid ſuffering; 
it isasSif a man ſhould venture his head to 
ſave his hat : or ſink the Ship to avoid 
the ſtorm. It is He that keepeth the com- 
mandment that keepeth hs own ſoul, Prov. 19. 
16. There is no ſafty but, in the way of 
duty. We are ſure of Gods protection 
ſo long as we make conſcience of Gods 
precepts. So ſayes the Prophet, Iſa 33.15, 
16. He that walketh uprightly--he ſhall 2we!l on 
high, hwplace of defence ſhall be the munitions 
of Rocks. And Prov. 1.33. Whoſo hearkneth 
to me ſhall awell ſafely, and ſhall be quiet from 
fear of evil. 

4- It is your advantage in pointgpf re- 
ward. The promiſes are made to perſe- 
verance. 1» them who by patient continu» 
ance in well doing ſeek for glory, and honour 
and immortal ty, eternal life, Rom 2.7. The 
date of your ſervice is ſhort, but eternity 
Is the date of your recompence. $o that 
grcat 
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great is the advantage of your keeping 
cloſe to Chriſt in the way of obedience, 
and therefore he that #s righteous, let him be 
righteous ſtill, and he that us holy, let him be 
boly ſtill, Rev. 22.11. 

2. Conſider on the other hand the dan- 
ger and miſchief of Apoſtacy from Chriſt. 
As perſeverance in his ſervice is attended 
with greet advantages ; fo caſting off his 
yoke hath in it very miſchievous effects ; 
and that both with reſpe&t to Jeſus Chriſt 
and to our ſelves. 

1. With reſpe& to Chriſt. It is the 
greateſt reproach that can be laid upon 
Chriſt for any one that hath taken up his 


yoke to calt it off again. For it is aleaving | 


and rejeCting himafter choice, profeſſion,and 
EXPEraEnce. 

1. SubjeCtion to Chriſts yoke isan aft of 
choice ;, for Chriſt forceth none into his 
fervice. Now Choice is of the beſt things. 
Of evils a man chooſeth the leaſt, but of 
ue things a man chooſeth that which 1s 

ſt. So that he that chooſeth the ſer- 
vice of Chriſt doth therein acknowledge 
the goodnels and beauty of his ways. And 
therefgre for a man to caſt off his yoke is to 
repent of his choice. And this is a great 
reproach to Jeſus Chriſt for a man to chooſe 
his precepts, and afterwards to reject 
them. | 

2. Caſting off the yoke is a forſaking 
Chriſt after an open Prefeſſion, for there 
Can 
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cart be no Apoſtacy, but by ſuch as have 
firſt owned Chriſt, and male a profeſſion 
of him ; the drankard, the unclean wretch 
&c. that hath been vile all his days, liv- 
ing in acourſe of ſin from his youth up, 
he can't be faid properly to be an Apo- 
ſtate ; if he lives and dyes in his fins and 
luſts, he may be faid to live and dye a Re- 
probate, but no Apoſtate. But he is an 
Apoſtate that hath known and owned the 
wayes of Chriſt, -and afterward turned 
the back upon them ; that hath given his 
neck to the Toke of Chriſt, and then caſt 
it off again; that hath vomited up his 
filthineſs, and then turned to his own vo- 
mit again, 2 Pet. 2. 22. Such an Apoſtate 
was Judas, ' Denias, &c. Now fora man 
to take up a profeſſed ſubjeftion to Chriſt, 
and then forſake him muſt needs be a great 
reproach, for he ſeems to ſay that he is 
not a good Maſter, it is no profit to ſerve 
him. 

3. It is a leaving Chriſt after experience z 
for there is no man that hath taken up 
Chriſts Toke, but hath ſeen an equity and 
goodneſs in his Precepts ; he hath found 
ſome peace of Conſcience in ſo doing z he 
hath taſted ſomewhat of the Heavenly gift, 
and been made partaker of ſome operations 
of the Spirit, and taſted the good word of 
God, and the powers of the World to come. 
Heb. 6. 4, 5- Now for a man to have'ex- 
perience of Chriſt, and then caſt him off, 
is the greateſt reproach that can be caſt 

Ff vporr 
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upon: him. The-Apoſtle calls it a Gracsfy- 
ing the Son of God. afteſh, and putting ham! 
to open ſhame. Heb., 6. 6, It. 1s a Jels evil 
to refuſe the firſt tenders of grace, then 
to reject, Chriſt after he hath-been profeſ- 
ſed and own'd ; the. former may be from 
ignorance and prejudice, but-. to caſt him 
off upon tryal, argues his yoke to be un- 
ealy, and his Commandments grievous, 
he fayes in the Ianguage of his 'aCtion, 
there 1s not that good to be found. in God 
as he expected, nor that comfort in his 
ways as was promiſed. . And what great- 
er Contempt can be put upon Chriſt then 
this * 


3. It hath miſchievous effefts 'with re- 
ſpect to our elves. 8 


(1.) It pow the unſoundneſs and hy- 
pocrilie of our hearts ; and ſhews they 
were never right with God. They went 
out from us, but they were not of us, for if 
they had been of us, they would no doubt have 
continued with 1, but they went out that they 
might be made manifeſt that they were not all 
fn r Joh. 2. 19, He thatat any time 

all caſt off the yoke of Chrift, ſhews that 
his heart was never right in taking of it 
up. In a Marriage relation love increaſes 
and firms the bond, but adulterous love 
1s only hot while new. 


(2.) Ano- 


s - as WW ”Oq5 
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(2.) Another miſchievous effeXt is in 
thoſe unſpeakable loſſes we ſuſtain by caſt- 
ing off Chriſts yoke. 


1. Aloſ of all we have done or ſuffer- 
ed for Chriſt , when the righteous turneth 
away from his righteouſneſs, and committeth 
iniquity, — all his Righteouſneſs that 
he hath done ſhall not be mentioned. Ezekiel 
13..24. thy Faith, thy Prayers, thy Alms- 
deeds, thy Faſtings, thy ſtriving againſt 
ſin, thy zeal and feryour for Chriſt, will 
all come to nothing ; #t ſhall never be men- 
tzoned, all thy labour, and obedience, and 
duties are loſt, though they have been ne- 
ver ſo many and great. When a Naxza- 
rite under the Law had ſeparated-himſelf 
to the Lord, if any dehlement came upon 
him, all was loſt, and counted for nothing. 
Numb. 6. 12. He ſhall conſecrate to the Lord 
the days of his ſeparation, (that is, he ſhall 
begin all again) but the days that were before 
ſhall be loſt, becauſe his ſeparation was defiled. 
So it 1s with profeſſors of Religion, if 
they draw back all is loſt ; Jn Chriſtranis 
non initia queruntur, ſed finis. It is not on- 
ly how we begin, but how we finiſh. And 
therefore it is excellent counſel the Apo- 
{tle gives, 2 Epiſt. Joh. Look to your ſolves 
that ye loſe not thoſe things which yee bave 
wrought. 

2. Aloſs of that honour and reputati- 
on which doth ever attend ſincerity and 
perſeverance : as an Apoſtate loſes the 

Ff 2 profit 
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profit and comfort of all his duties, ſo he 
loſes the honour of his profeſſion. Te 
did run well, who hindered you ? Gal. 5. 7. 
Demas hath forſaken us, and imbraced this 
preſent world : 1t 15 recorded as an att of 
perpetual infamy and diſhonour. So Chriſt 
{laith of him that begins to build, and is 
nag able to finiſh , that all that behold it 
ſhall mock at him, ſaying, This man began to 
build and was not able to finiſh. Luk. 14. 29, 
30. The Crown of profeſſion is only ſe- 
cured by-perſeverance, Hold faſt that which 
thou haſt that no max take thy Crown. Revel. 
$-' Un. 

3. Aloſof gifts and parts, and of that 
expediteneſs for ſervice which we once 
had. When men withdraw from, and 
forſake Chriſt, he cauſes his Spirit in his 
wonted operations and influences to with- 
draw from, and forſake them ; So that 
they are not the men they once were. How 
hath the experience of the preſent Age 
verified this. Do we not ſee many that 
once had great gifts of the Spirit for pray- 
ing, teaching, and edifying of others, 
who by turning their backs upon Chriſt to 
a dead way of formal Worſhip, have ſin- 
ned away the gifts of the Spirit, and are 
now become utterly dead and lifeleſs ? and 
thus1s that of our Lord made good, Mark 
4+ 25. He that hath not, (not improved) 
from him ſhall be taken away that which he 
bath. Thus Chriſt took away the Talent 
trom the unprofitable ſervant. Mat. 25. 28. 
4. A 
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4. A loſ of that tenderneſs of Conſci- 
ence which is neceſſary to a true repent- 
ance ; for when a man doth reject, and 
caſt off Chriſts yoke, uſually Conſcience 
is laid waſt, it is ſinned out of office," arid 
{o lets a man ſin on without check or con- 
troul. And how ſhall that man repent who 
hath ſinned-away all tenderneſs of Con- 
ſcience ?. 'therefore the Apoſtle fayes, I: 
#5 impoſſible if ſuch fall away, to renew them 
again-to Repentance. Heb. 6. 4, 6. | 
5. A loſs of Heaven and the ſalvation 
of their ſouls. There are two forts of per- 
ſons that are forever ſhut out of Heaven. 
Such as never believed, and ſuch as make 
Shipwrack-of Faith. Such as never would 
take up the yoke of Chriſt, and ſuch as ha- 
ving taken it up, do finally caſt it off again, 
If you forſakg God , he will: forſake you ;, 2 Chron.15, 
This'is willful finning, and how dreadful- 
1y hath God expreſſed himſelf againſt this, 
Heb. 10. 26. If we fin wildfully after that 
we have received the knowledge of the Truth, 
there remainethno more Sacrifice for ſins, but 
a certain ftarful looking for of judgment, and 
fiery indignation, which ſhall devour the ad- 
verſaries : you therefore that have taken 
up the 'yoke of Chriſt, let that ſevere 
threatening of Chriſt faſten it for ever 
upon you. Mark 8. 38. Whoſoever ſhall 
be aſhamed of me, and of my words in thiv 
adulterous and ſinful generation, of him ſhall 
the ſon of man be aſhamed when he cometh in 
the glory of the Father, with his Holy Angels. 
F f 3 Thelc 
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Theſe are the Arguments; the Directi- 
ons follow. 


1" Dirett, 1. Would you "not «caſt off 
Chriſts Toke ?: Then do not be weary of 
his-ſervice.”.' 'Donot count it burdenſome. 
No man loves to bear what is burdenſome; 
it makes him-weary ; and weatyneſs cau- 
ſeth fainting-7; *:Herice thatof the Apoſtle, 


.Heb. 12-3. Conſider him that yntlured ſuch 


contradittion of-\ſinuers againſt himſelf, leſt 


;ye be weary and faint in your minds, There 


154 wearinek from contrariety of Spirit tO 
the work, Te have ſaid, what a wearineſs 
#4! And thereis a wearineſs from aeſpon- 


Aency of Spirit under diſcouragements in the 


ways of God, by reaſon of contradictions 
and ſufferings : but nothing ſhohld make 
us weary of Chriſts work. Be .not weary 
of well- doing. 2; Thel. 3. 13. Chrift ſpeaks 
it to the commendation of thatChurch of 
Epheſus, Rev. 2: 3. For my-name ſake thou 
baft laboured, and haſt not fainted; "Stalt- 
ger fayes, laſſuudo ef? deficientia+ ViyaN;Y mio- 
ventis 5 Wearineſs1s from a failure 1n' the 
moving Principle, and that-is'the love of 
God in the heart : So that! weartneſs in 
the work of God ſhews that the heart' 1s 
not right with God. 


* Direc. 2, Look to your firſt underta- 
king in giving your ſelves up to Chriſt; 
that it be in ſincerity and 'uprightneſs of 
heart. 


How can that man hold out in 
thc 
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the ſervice of Chriſt tg "the end that was 
not right in the begining? 7ob fayes of 
the Hypocrite, will he always call upon God ? 
Job 27: .70. No, he will not whete the 
heart is not made right with God by re- 
newing grace, It can never hold out long 
in the ways'of Obedience 7 'Sappy Tim- 
ber in the'bitilding will quickly fail. Coun- 
terfeit Grace cannot laſt. There is ſome- 
thing in the beginning of the way, and 
ſomething 'in the end, that diſtinguiſhes 
every true Believer fromaHypocrite. He 
begins in (incerity, and that never any hy- 
pocrite Uid : He perſeveres to the end, and 
that never any Hypgcrite could, 


Dirett.'3.. PraCtiſe daily the duty of 
Mortificatibn'of ſin; not this, or that, or 
another ſin; but every lin, for if there 
be afiy one Luſt indulged in the heart, 
that one Loſt will ar one, time or other 
make the yoke of Chriſt an offence to you. 
Therefore they that are Chriſts have Crucified 
the Fleſh with the affeftions and luſts. Gal. 


I. 24- 


Direft; 4. Labour for weanedneſs of 
heart to all carnal and worldly intereſts, 
that you may be able to ſay with David, 
Pfal. 131. 2. My Soul is even as a weaned 
child. While our reſpects to worldly ad- 
vantages are kept up in their ſtrength, 
we are ſure to milcarry when a temptati- 
OR Comes, This was Balaams bane, be lo- 


Ft 4 ved 


423 


424 


The Good of Early Obedience. 


- Pet. 2.15. Ved the wages 0 unrighteouſneſe. And this 


cauſed Demas his downfall ; Demas hath 
forſaken me, having loved this preſent world. 
2 Tim. 4- 19. This Scripture hath occaſi- 
oned a great queſtion, and that is, whe- 
ther Demas was a good man or an Hypo- 
crite? whether his Apoſtacy was final, or 
whether hedid repent of his fall? 

Some are of opmion that he was a good 
man 3 and that though the lave of the 
world prevailed upon him, _ to, leave the 
Apoſtle Pasl in his troubles, and. to mind 
his preſent advintages, yet he afterward 
repented of his ſin, and returned .to the 
Apoſtle again. And the ground of this 
opinion is from two Scriptures. One 1s, 
Col. 4 14. Luke the beloved Pbyſuian, and 
Demas greet you, the other is Philemon 24. 
There ſalute thee Epaphras my Fellow- Priſon- 
er in Chriſt Teſus, Marcus, Ariſtarcus, De- 
mas, Therefore fay they, Demas his fall 
was but partial ; and though he fell, yet 
he aroſe again. 

But how weakly this open is found- 
ed appears in this ; that both thoſe Epi- 
ſtles to the Coloſſians and Philemon were 
written before this ſecond Epiſtle to Ti- 
methy ; which was written when Paxl was 
in Bonds at Rome the ſecond time, as the 
conclulion of the Epiſtle (which was but 
a few Months before his death) doth make 
manifeſt. And he tells you (ver. 6. The 
time of my departure ts at hand. And if ſo, 
then thoſe ſalutations of Demas ta the G- 
wes : loſſrars, 
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whe and. to Zhiſemon ,, . were, written 
Pemes was, a, Profeſſor, and. before 
Bir, and therefore can be nq proof 
of «riſing again by Repenzapce, \lu. all 
riſs therefore Mawr? ,was but. ap 
Hercite, whom a profeſſiqn-for Car- 
nalends; and fuch & ha can never; pork. 
YErean the ways. of Ch He. hs fol- 
low-him ſo long a5. Ch ri ſts way An lye 
together ; but where the way parts 4. ere 
the Soul departs from Chriſt, '1 From that 
time many. of the Diſciles. Went. backs. and 
mohed pe no more with him-. 1-5 ad ; 


— 


ther ebay nor.danper 3 \buk Gods he NOuty 
Ni So in 
competition in ky hear. =; the au- 


vour. Keep Conſcience tender, and that 
will keep thy path pure, no man makes 
ſhipwrack of Faith, but he firſt violenc- 
eth Conſcience. . - So ſayes the Apoſtle , 
Holding Faith, and a good Conſcience, which 
Jome having put away, concerning Faith have 
made ſhipwrack. 1 Tim. 1. 29. 


Direft. 6. Live much in the lively ex- 
erciſe of Faith. The Apoſtle ſaith in one 
place, we walk, by Faith, 2 Cor. 5.7. that 
ſpeaks 
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ſpeaks" its influence _intd out Oheichce, 
And he ſayes in'another place; we Fant” by 
aith. 2 Cor. 1.24: Which imports its iji- 
vefice into our perſdierance.- 3% 'fitltute 
TIO CT LEM bat 1 In Wh 
fore” ftati Si x 
an before” per THe - ys 
GT fes and prey ce are by Faith, 
WE "Wa and we 'ftand by Faith. 
All Apoftacy, fr on FH 15 the fruit of 
te] (We x! ahe heed Brethrey, 
, PS To all buitbbatt. of i 
belief, in Re from the living God." *No- 
thing can keep the heart, Wi to duty in 
all Te rl but Faith hrmly. fixed 'up- 
on the Authbrity of the Precepts, ;andthe 
good vf"the'promiſes. © "By faith Abraham 
Shew he ws talled to 'g tht '—=—— obeyed, 
and be we aur, not knowing whither be Ay 
Heb, 11,92 Faith is*ahr excellent Grace, 
nof vhly far the undertaking of duty, but 
alſo for perſevering init ; There are but 
2 thiygs that, make perſeverance in the fer- 
vice of Chrift difficult, 
Sotns "g60d' which 'we can't not part 
with. 
. Someevil which we know not how to 
wins wat 
Now there is no 206d but Faith can part 
with at Gods command. By faith Abra- 
ham when he was tryed, off ered up Iſaac.;, and 
be that had received the promiſes, offered up 
his only begotten Son. Heb, 11. 17. And 


there'1s no evil but Faith will undergo at | 


Gods 


The Good of \Early Obedience. 
Godscalls; Thwoigh faith they were" ſtoned, 
they were ſawn ajunder, were te! ted, were 
ſtain with the Sword, 8c. Hebrews-11. 37. 
Faith fetches conſtant ſupplies from Chriſt 
ayfiead of the'bedy4 and-he-is! not only 
& Bead of /onideence for the way we are to 
walk in y/ buf beadof influence for (trength 
t6 walkin it; Therefore it is Taid, Ifa. 
40.'4r. They that wait upon the” Lord ſhull 
renew their ſtrendth,- they (hall riownt up with 
wings 4s Eagles, they ſhallrim ani not be wea- 
ry, -and they ſhall walk, arid not faint. 


Dire@.' 7. Fake” heed of firſt declenfi- 
ons; and'watch-daily againſt them, Apo- 
ſtacey begins in'liftfe decays at firſt": nemo 
repens fit rirpiſſimes:- A breach*of waters 
which 1s but-httle at firſt, nay end in a 
great/deliige. > Miny a fair hoaf goes to 
utter: ruine, which timely repairs'might 
have prevented at 4'ſmall-charge; ” A -litz 
ris breach made” mm the Conſcience grows 
wider and wider Ir is eafier to cruſh the 
&#&, then to kill the ſerpent. And 'there- 
tore 1t concerns ns to watch againſt firſt 
deelihings. Is your Spiritual fervour aba« 
red2 doth'love tay ?- is duty omitted? 
a6th Conſciente row leſs tender 2 This, 
if let -alone, 'ahd not timely-remedyed, 
wilFendina cafting off the Yoke of Chriſt. 
Henee that counFof Chriſt-tothe Charch 
dF Serdi, Rey.''3." 2. Be watchfal, and 
Prinythen the things which remaing that are 
Yeady 'to dye. £ wey? 

Diref. $8. 
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DireT. .$., Remember. theterms- of: the 
Covenant,you are in'with God, and -re- jeC 
new them often by afixed.and fetled reſo- pur 
lution, ;;; There is no man takes up Chriſts of | 
Toke but, hedoth therein-enter into a Co- COL 
venant .with- God - and. this. Covenant Cal 
ſtands in mytual agreemeats-and promiles, the 
God Promiſes that he will be our God ;, and dit 
we promiſes be bis people,..\ He Covenants | on 
to teach, . aud guide, and nuleus by bis Laws ; A 
and we Covenant 70 take lym for onr Lord ; to 
to hearken tohim, \gnd obey, his.'voice in. all he ſo 

N commands uw.” He ingageth that he will 
never turn; away from n-49, ap us good. Jer. 
32. 40. Andave ingageithat we will. ngver O 
depart Soom iins (but-with walkin the name of Pp 
the Lord;our:God for: ever, aud ever. Mic.45. of 
© So that there jis an, Everlaſting, obliga- if 
tion lyss-phon-you to duty and ps my 1 


You have wary and canngt,go back... As 0 
David ſayes, F have ſwern, \and. 1 will -per- 0 
form it, that, © with keep, chy righteous jndg: | 


wents: P{a},: 119.405, Now one -part, of 
the Covenant is. 40 anſwer ;another 4 you 
look that-Gqd; ſhould always bleſs you , 
and provide for your:ggod-: and God, lqoks 
that you ſhould alwa 5 lerve him, and pro- 
mote: hs Glory. You expect that, Gad 
ſhould perform ,all his promiſes of, Mercy 
and Blethngs;, and Gadexpets you ſhould 
be true;to:all your kaaenys a of Obedience 
and ſubjeftion. For he ſaid ſurely they are 
ny people, . children that will not lye, ſo he was 
their Saviour. Ia. 63. 8;* Now therefore 

| renew 
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renew your reſolutions of ſervice and ſub- 
jection. Cleave to the Lord with full 


purpoſe of heart. Reſolve (in the ſtrength AR. 11, 23. 


of Chriſt) never to caſt off his Toke, nor 
count his Commandments grievous. You 
cannot rationally expect the Bleſſings of 
the Covenant, unleſs you perform the con- 
ditions of the Covenant. The ſtipulati- 
on on our part muſt anſwer that of Gods. 

And therefore as ever you would have God 


to be your God and Guide unto death, re- Pſ.48: 14. 


ſolve living and dying to be the Lords. 


Direft. g. Maintain a holy filial fear, 
of God in the world, this is an excellent 
preſervative againſt Apoſtacy, By the fear 
of the Lord men depart from evil, Solomon 
ſayes, Prov. 16.' 6. and he tells you Chap. 
14.27. The fear of the Lird # the fountain 
of life, whereby men depart from the ſnares 
of death. And backſliding from Chriſt is 
one of the great ſnares of death. 


DiretF, 10, Think much of the day of 
recompences, and of the glorious reward 
of perleverance in that day. Be thou faith- 
ful to the death, and 1 will give thee a Crown 
of life. Rev. 2, 10. non incipientibus ſed 
perſeverantibus corona tribuitnr. It 18 not 
mercenary ſervice toquicken our ſelves to 
obedience by the hope of a recompence. 
Omns amor mercedis non eſt mercenarins. It 
is faid of Moſes, hehad reſpe ro the recom- 
pence of reward. Heb. 11. 26. And David 
layes, 


430, 


2 Exbortat. 
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fayes, 1 have hoped for thy ſalvation, and 
done thy Commandments. Pal. 119. 166. He 
incouraged himſelf to duty by the hope of 
Glory. . And it is ſaid of Chriſt himſelf, 
that for the joy that was ſet before him he in- 
dured the Croſs. Heb. 12. 2. Hope of that 
glorious recompence is of great force to 
uicken us to perſeverance. And to the 
ame end doth the Apoltle urge it, 1 Cor. 
15: 58. Wherefore my beloved Brethren, be 
ye ftedfaſt, unmoveable, always abounding in 
the work_of the Lord, foraſmuch as you know 


that your labour 1s not in vain inthe Lord. 


ec 


CH A P. XVIII 


Contains matter of Counſel to Chriſtleſs 
[mnners, with motives and directions to 
farther it, 


f he ſuch as have never yet taken up 
Chriſts yoke ; and I am afraid I now 
ſpeak to many. Though many are called 
to Chriſt, yet few cloſe with Chriſt, and 
ſubmit to him. T here are threeſcore Queens, 
fourſcore Concubines, = Virgins without num- 
ber. Cant. 6. 8. How many zre ſons of 
Belial without yoke ; They are dre, un. 
der no law but that of the Fleſh, and un- 
der no yeke but that of luſt. 

I am now todeal with you : whether you 
will hear me or no I know not ; you have 
hitherto 
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hitherto turned a deaf ear to all the calls 
of God and Chrilff.” T am now frotn the 
anthority of this Text to give you one call 
more 5 andIdo, in the name of the great 
God,, call and invite every, ſinner of you 
this day to come to Chriſt, and take up his 
Yoke. © And this is no other then the very 
call that Chriſt makes.in the Goſpel. Mat, 
11. 28,29, 36. Core to me all ye that Tabour, 
and are beavy laden, and I will give youreſt. 
Take my yoke upon you,' and learn of me, for 
I am meth, and lowly in heart : and ye ſhalt 
find reſt to your ſouls, for my yoke is eaſy, and 
my burden is light. Come to me] that im- 
plies believing. 

T akt my yoke upon you.] that implyes 
obeying. Faith and Obedience can't be 
ſeparated, every one that believes in Chriſt 
muſt obey the commands of Chriſt ; If you 
come to him, you muſt take up his yoke. 
Pray conſider, it is the counſel of the Lord 
Chriſt, who knows what is for our good. 
He knows there is no life, no ſalvation, no 
happine6, no Heaven without it : this is 
implyed in that reſt he promiſes ; they ſhall 
find reſt in ſo doing, which ſuppoſes that 
without taking up his yoke, this reſt can 
never be had. 

Again, it is his counſel, who can, and 
will, reward all that praQtiſe it; and there- 
fore makes this promiſe, ye ſhall find reſt to 
your Souls. Mat. 11. 29. And pray mind, 
here is a twofold reſt promiſed, one in ver. 
28. Come te me, and 1 will give you reſt : that 
is 


431 


432 


Joh. 16. 33. 


The' Good of Early Obedience, 

is a reſt by believing, anther, is ver. 29+ 
Take my yoke upon you, and 1 will geve you 
reſt ;, that is a reſt ig obeying, So that 
the former is a peace which flows from ju- 
ſtification,, and pardoa of ſin, and there- 
fore promiſed ro the weary and heavy laden. 
And, this is the fruit of Faith in Chriſt ; 
and therefore promiſed to all upon coming 
to him. The latter 15a peace which flows 
from SanCtification ; and this is a fruit of 
Obedience to Chriſt ; and. therefore pro- 
miſed to them that take up his yoke. - And 
mark what kind of reſt it. is that Chriſt 
promiſes, ye ſhall find reſt to your ſouls. So 
that it is not an-outward reſt, but an in- 
ward ſpiritual reſt, the outward man may 
have leſs reſt and peace under Chriſts yoke 
then ever z your obedience to Chriſt may 
make the world hate you, reproach you, 
perſecute you : therefore Chriſt ſayes, 1 
the world ye ſhall have trouble, but in me ye 
ſhall have peace. | 

This finding reſt to your ſouls under the 
yoke of Chriſt implyes 4 things ; which 
greatly commend Chriſts ſervice. 

i. Liberty. It holds out Chriſfs yoke 
to bea yoke of Spiritual Liberty. His ſer- 
vice.is perfect freedom, and therefore the 
Goſpel by which this yoke is put upon us, 
is called a law of liberty, Jam. 1. 25. There 
is nothing more conſiſtent then obedience 
to Chriſt, and freedom of Spirit : Deo ſer- 
vire ſumma libertas, Pray which are moſt 


free, the good Angels in Heaven, or a= 
evi 
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evil Angels in Priſon and chains of dark- 
neſs? arenot the good Angels ? and yet 
they are ina ſtate of ſervice and ſubjeCtion z 
therefore calPd Miniſtring Spirits, Heb. 
I. 14. and faid to do hs Commandments ; 
Pſal 103.20. The Angel fayes to John, 
Rev. 22. 9. 1 am thy fellow-ſervant, and of 
them which keep the ſayings of this book. SO 
that the higheſt liberty is conſiſtent with 
the ſervice of God, therefore David puts 


them together ; 7 will walk at liberty, for Pf. 119. 45 


I ſeek thy Precepts. Many decline the ways 
of God, and cleave faſt to their Luſts for 
the ſake of liberty. Whereas it is the 
greateſt ſlavery in the world to ſerve in: 
the little finger of luſt is. heavyer then the 
whole loyns of Chriſt. Nothing makes 
a man ſucha ſlave as fin. He that lives in 
the love, and ſervice, and injoyment of 
God hath the trueſt freedom. But every 
ſinner 1sa vaſſal to luſt : at the command 
of every unclean motion. Is not he a ſlave 
that is at the will and command of Satan ? 
That is moved and ated by Satan in his 
whole courſe? You pity men made ſlayes 
by the Tarks; laid inchains ; condemned 
to the Gallyes ; grinding in Mills, broken 
with burdens ; drub'd and beat after all. 
| tell you it is an eligible condition to this. 
Nay fin doth not only make a man a ſlave 
but a bruit, for it bereaves him of all rea- 
ſon and judgment, their is no judgment in 
their goings. Iſa, 59.8. 

GE 2. This 
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2. This finding reſt under the. yoke of 

Chriſt, implyes an eaſineſs in his ſervice. 
And fo it follows, Matt. 11; 29, 30. Te 
ſhall find reſt, for my yoke is eaſy, and my 
burdens light. A Believer in the ways of 
obedience hath thoſe aids of God, thoſe 
divine quickenings, thoſe daily ſupplyes of 
the Spirit, that Communion with God in 
all, that no duty is difficult or burden- 
{ome. 

3. This finding reſt to your ſouls, im- 

plyes an after good by your preſent obe- 
Kc. 4.5. dience; There remains a reft for the people of 
God. The ſervice of in is beſt at firſt, 
and worſt at laſt. Sin in the remptation is 
— ; but {in in the concluſion is vexing, 
It is Ilweet in the mouth, but bitter in the 
belly. Satan ſhews the pleaſure and pro- 
fit of ſin to #nſnare you, and then comes the 
guilt of ſin to torment you. But now the 
ſervice of Chriſt is worſt ar firſt, and beſt 
at laſt. All the difficulty is in the begin- 
Pll. 37. 37- ning, but. the end is peace. 

4- This finding reſt implyes an end of 
your ſervice and duty, as it is labour. So 
ſayes, the Holy Gholt, 'Blefſed are the dead 

RV. 14-13" that dye in the Lord, for they reſt: from their 
labour, your yoke ſhall be put off then. 
But when ſhall the yaſlalage of ſin end ? 
This is ſuch a yoke as ſhall never be put off; 
an everlaſting ſervitude. The ſinner goes 
from a preſent ſlavery to a worſe. His 
preſent condition is ſervile, but. hereafter 
it will be dreadful. Firſt chains of _ 
then 
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then chainsof death ; and at laſt chains of 
darkneſs, Jude 6. T he inner lyes in yokes 
and chains for ever ; for what is gilt of 
Conſcience ?£ This is a. Chain that binds 
wrath upon the ſoul. for ever, He ſhall be 
holden with the cords of his own fins. Prov. 
5. 22. What is «trer deſpair? "This is ano- 
ther Chain the ſinner is held in. What is 
Gods power ? that is another chain. And 


what is the everlaſting ſextence, go ye Eur- Mat. 25. 41: 


ſed into everlaſting fre ! He is an Eternal 
Priſoner there, God ſhuts him up, and there 
can be no opening. Job 12. 14. He hath the 


Keys of Hell and Death, and who can get 8*Y- 1+ 18. 


them out of his hand ? O what an ever- 

laſting flayery doth ſin bring upon the 

foul ! Will, you therefore hearken to the 

counſel of -Chrift, and take his Toke upon 
ou. 

. 1. Conſider, How reaſonable a thing 

this is. For 

1, God commands nothing that is un- 
ſuitable to our reaſon. 

Look upon this Yoke in ſuch duties as re- 
fer more 1mmediately to God. Either in 
External Worſhip, or Internal. 

1. InExternal Worſhip. 

As Prayer, how reaſonable 1s it that an 
indigent creature ſhould go to God for 
what he wants; ſeeing he can't ſupport 
himſelt let him go to him that can. 

Hearing how reaſonable it is that if God 
be to be obeyed, and this obedience is not 
to be by the creatures arbitrement, but 
G g 2 by 
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by Gods precept ; that then T' ſhould la- 
bour to know what Revelation he hath 
made of this. | | 

2. Look on Internal Worſhip. 

Faith. How reaſonable is it that he who 
is the Eternal Truth ſhould have credence 
in all the diſcoveries of his will : and that 
I ſhould truſt him upon the credit of his 
promile. 

Love. It is the moſt reaſonable thing in 
the worldI ſhould love God; becauſe he 
is the chief good ; and becauſe-he is al- 
ways doing me good. Gods love to a5 comes 
under no reaſon but what is in himſelf, but 
our love to God is founded in the greateſt 
reaſon : we love him becauſe he-firſt loved ms. 

The fear of God, how rational a duty 
is it; he being the higheſt Lord, and his 
ſupremacy abſolute. He # great, and there- 
fore greatly to be feared, 

Look upon the moſt difficult dutyes ; 
Repentance, Self-denyal, Mortification of luſts, 
&c. Theſe may be troubleſome to the fleſh, 
but not unreaſonable. What more equal 
than that I ſhould do whatever God would 
have me do, how contrary foever to fleſh 
and blood, and the diftates of a carnal 
mind ? 

2, He commands nothing that is preju- 
dicial to our intereſt. The end of every 
Precept 1s our felicity : both our ſpiritual 
and eternal good are promoted by it. And 
is there any thing more reaſonable then 
that a man ſhould perſae his own one ? 
3. He 


The Good of Early Obedience, 


.- 3. He commands nothing but what an- 
ſwers the end of our being. - The end 
though laſt in execution is firſt in intenti- 
on. Now what is the great end of -your 
being ? young ones? what do you do; in 
the world ? let me ſay, as God faid to El 
jah, what make you here ! What do you 
think God gave you being for ? was it to 
pleaſe the fleſh ? to ſuck the ſweer of the 
creatures? to paſs away your years in mirth 
and jollity ?. tolive to your ſelves ? Hath 
an immortal ſoul no other end of being 
but this ? Surely yes, as God is the Foun- 
tain of being, ſo his glory ſhould be the 
end of being. - You are come into this 
world to make proviſion for another ; to 
avoid the ſnares of death, and lay hold on 

Eternal Life. To walk ſo betore God here, 

as that you-may ſecure his favour for ever. 

This is the great end of being z and how 

reaſonable is it that every man ſhould at- 

tend tothat which he was born for. and 

came into the world for. . Or elſe the be- 
ing of :man is in vain, as David expoltu- 
lates the cafe, Pſal. 89. 47. Wherefore haſt 
thay made all men in vain 

2. Conſider the great advantage that 
comes by this, and that whatever your 
condition be. 

Suppoſe your extract be mean ; that you 
area branch-of a poor Family. What an 
advantage will your ſubjeftion to Chriſt be 
in this caſe. For nothing can innoble and 
inrich you like this z Have you no friends? 
G83 t his 
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this makes God-your friend. '-Are yoo of 
a low extra&-: this ſhews you to be born 
of God. Is your -education-mean ? why 
hereby you are taught of God. .. Have you 
none to leave you an inheritance ? why 
God 1s your inheritance. - Though you 
have neither houſe nor harbour, yet this 
ſecares you, an houſe not made with hands, 
Eternal in the Heavens. 2 Cor. F. 1. © 
what acomfortable thing it is to ſee the 
ſee of the poor to fear the Lord ; it makes 
them rich in their poverty. 1 kzow thy 
poverty, but thou art rich, Rev. 2.9. It 
gives you a preference in the eſteem of 
God to the greateſt ſinners on earth. The 


» Righteous 18 more excellent then his Neigh- 


bour. 
Suppoſe you come out of the loyns Of 
a rich Parentage. VVhat at advantage 
may this be, for you have nothing to mind 
but your ſoul, and your Salvation : others 
are forced to ſpend much of their- youth 
in learning acalling whereby+to getbread 
but your Parents have laid up a-plentifol 
eſtate for yon, To that'your work ſhould 
be to mind God. You have that twmne and 
leiſare that others have not, it may be ſaid 
of- you 88 God ſaid to Iſrael, T have _ 
you aland for which ye did not labour, houſes 
that ye builded not, and Vineyard? that ye 
planted nit. And what follows'? Now there- 
fore fear the Lord, and ſerve himin ſincerity 
and truth. Joſh. 24. 13, 14. This danCti- 
hes all your enjoyments, and makes' them 
Bleſſings 
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Bleſſings indeed, without this they are but 
fewel to your luſts, and fo become a curſe 
and a ſnare. This then 1s one great ad- 
vantage of Chriſts yoke. 

2, It is your ſubjection that proves your 
relation to Chriſt. Mal. 1.6. If I be a 
maſter where is my fear ? The queſtion im- 
plyes that whatever men pretend, the au- 
thority of God is no farther own'd then 
as his will is obeyed. Why call ye me Lord, 
Lord, and do not the things I ſay ? Luk. 6. 
46. and Matt. 12. 50. He that doth the wiil 
of my father the ſame ts my Brother, and 
Siſter, and Mother. Relations are not emp- 
ty Titles, though they are minime entita- 
ts, yet they are maxime efficacie. They 
have a mutual 94=s and affeftion to each 
other. Obedience is the filling up of your 
relation to Chrilt. Now whom do ye 
obey ? who hath your ſubjeftion ? whoſe 
will doye do? If ye call God father, and 
live in ſin, ye blaſpheme his holy name : 
you lay the devils brats at his door. If 
you ſay our Father, you muſt fay, Thy wi!l 
be done, and labour to do ir. 

3. Your ſubjection to Chriſt is your 
proper qualification for glory. Heb. 5. 9. 
Submit to him here, and reign with him 
for ever. And your obedience to Chritt 
dont give you a right to bleſſednefs, that 
comes in by faith ; but it diſpoſes and qua 
lifies for bleſſedneſs, a great advantage 
therefore: 

G E& 4 3. Con- 
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3. Conſider the diſadvantage of not ta- 
king up Chriſts yoke. 

(1.) This ſpoils all your duties. If the 
heart be not ſubjected to Chriſt, © duty 
can pleaſe God. No obedience, no audi- 
ence. If we will not hear God, he will 
not hear us, Quamum a preceptis, tantum 
ab auribus dei longe ſamus. He that turns 
away bis ear from hearing the law, his Prayer 
ſhallþe abomination. prov. 28. 9g. If his ar- 
guments can't prevail with us, nor ſhall 
ours with him. What is the great argu- 
ment you are wont to uſe in pleading with 
God ? it 1s the blood of Jeſus, Heb. 10. 
19. We have boldneſs by the blood of Teſus. 
and Epheſ. 3. 12. We have boldneſs and ac- 
ceſs with confidence by the faith of him. Now 
this is the argument God uſes with you. 
Phil. 2. 1. If there be __ any Conſola- 
tion in Chriſt, -—— if any bowels and mer- 
* cies, If Gods beſeeching you by the bow- 
els and blood of Chriſt can't prevail with 
you toduty ; why ſhould your- pleading 
then with God prevail with him for mer- 
cy? for his blood was ſhed to redeem us 
to obedience, as well as to be the price of 
mercies- | 

(2.) It renders all your hopes vain. The 
hope of a goodman ſhall never be fruſtrate, 
it ſhal) be finiſhed, but never be diſappoint- 
ed. His hope ends in the fruition of the 
good hoped for. It tsaliving hope. But 
the hope of the ſinner is a dying, ſoul-un- 
doing hope, that will certainly fail at laſt, 
and needs 1t muſt ; For, 1. It 
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1. It is a hope that hath no foundati- 


On 


(1.) None in the ſoul, what is the foun- 
dation of hope there ? I will give you it 
in two Scriptures. One is, 1 Pet. 1. 3. 
Begotten us again to a lively hope. Their re- 
generation is made the ground of hope. 
The other is, Col. 1. 27. Chriſt in you the 
hope of glory, There Union to Chriſt is 
made the ground of hope : So that where- 
ever there is a union to Chriſt by faith, 
and a change of ſtate by Regenerating 
grace, that man hath a foundation of hope 
in himſelf. No other man hath or can 
have. 

2. His hope hath no foundationin the 
word, for that gives no countenance nor 
incouragement to hope in a ſtate of diſobe- 
dience; that tells you that the unrighteous 
ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God. 1 Cor. 
6. 9. It tells you that without holineſs no mar 
ſhall ever ſee the Lord. Heb. 12. 14. and 
therefore for amanto hope for Heaven in 
a ſtate of ſin, is to hope that the word 
of God is not true; or that God will not 
do as he faith ; and how vainis that hope. 

2. Itis a hope that ſets Gods attributes 
at variance. It ſets mercy againſt juſtice z 
his goodneſsagainſt his truth and righte- 
ouſneſs. God is as righteous as good ; as 
juſt as he is merciful : and for an unſanCti- 
hed man to hope inthe mercy of God, is 
to ſet his attributes at variance ; for if he 
. ſhew mercy to ſuch as live and dye in their 
* OpP0-= 
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oppoſition to Chriſt, he can't be a juſt and 
righteous God. 

3. It is a hope that gives bhe lye to 
Chriſt. For he hath with the moſt ſolemn 
alleveration averred that no man ſhall, or 
can ſec the Kingdom of God unlef he be 
regenerate. Joh. 3. 3. he hath ſaid che gate 
is ftrait, and the way narrow that leads to life, 
and but few find it. Now for a man to 
hope for Heaven without being born again , 
to hope to be faved in the broad way, is 
to hope that.Chriſt will prove a falſe Pro- 

het. 
F 4+ It is a hope that layes no ſtreſs upon 
any luſt, to ſubdue and weaken it. That 
hope that is right and genuine, purifies 
the heart. 1 Joh. 3. 3. But curſed is that 
hope that cheriſhes men in their Luſts; and 
curſed be thoſe luſts that fruſtrate a mans 
hope. 
3. It renders all that Chriſt hath done 
about the purchaſing Salvation, as to you, 
vain and tono purpoſe. What a bleſſed 
work hath Chriſt undertaken ! what great 
things hath he- done ! what great things 
hath he ſuffered ! Hut if a man be not 
changed and made holy, it 1s all in vain as 
to him 3 becauſe Chriſt dyed for ſinners, 
this many look upon as a good ground for 
hope: but the queſtion if pnt home, muſt 
be this ; did Chriſt ever dye to ſave tmpe- 
nitent and unregenerate ſinners ? did he 
dye to fave ſuch as flight him; refuſe his 
yoke, and live and dye enemies to him ? - 

e 
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hedid, then hope 61:3 but if} not,-then 
thereis no hope. Nay let metell you-it is 
out :of the reach of-Chriſts power to fave 


any one of you in your luſts. He can ſave yg, 1, 21, 


you. for: your fins, but he cannot fave you 
in your. fins. | For, "= 

1» He can't: fallify his truſt. + God the 
father hath put the great work- of - Salva- 
tion and damnation into Chriſts hands. 
Atid-how is ſalvation carryed. on; but. in 
purſuance of the-eletion of God ?- Jook. 
how: God: chooſes to Salvation 4 and fo 
Chriſt carries it on. .. Now, wearechoſen 
that we: ſhoutd be:boly,. Eph.+. \4.-| He, hath 
choſen. us through ſanthific ation of the Spirit 
untoiobedience. 1 Pet, 1, 2. And therefore 
Chriſt will fave ngne that are not \ſanRifi- 
ed, for. he came to:do the will of God, 
and he will notbetray his troſt.. 

2. Hecannot After the ſtanding law of 
Heaven; and what is that* it is the ſtand+ 
ing law of Heaven, which the righteous 
God hath fixed more firm than the Sun in 
the Firmament, and will never. vary \from 


it, that a mai muſt repent, and turn tO Luk. 13. 2. 


Chriſt, or periſh, He muſt be converred, 
or he ſhall ;» no-wiſe-enter into the Kingdom 
of Hexven. Matt: 18.3. He muſt take the 


yokzof Chriſt upon him, or he ſhall never Heb. 3. 18. 


find reſt to his-Soul. None but the pure #2 
hoart (hall. ſee God. This is the ſtanding 
law ot Heaven ;. and how «thenrcan the 
unbelieving and diſobedient be ſaved ? ci- 
ther the law of Heaven mult be reverſed, 


or 


1 Cor.1 5.25, 
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or ſinners are eternally undone, and 'will 
Chriſt; ' who revealed this law-to the 
world ,- reverſe it. 'again to gratific thy 
laſts ?> 3-1 *; 
3." Hecan't make void his own offices. 
Why hath God made him a King ? but to 
ſubdue linners to himſelf, to conquer the 
nolency-of 'the will, toſet up his govern- 
ment; and rule in the heart ;- and to. ſub- 
due and deſtroy the rebels ; He reigns that 
he may pt all his enemies under his feet, And 
if fo, what ſhall become of diſobedient 
ſinners? can you think that this Melchize- 
dek, ,*this King. of Righteouſneſs will ever 
countenance the impenitent and unbeliev- 
ing? will he take thoſe to reign with him 
in his Kingdom of glory, that would not 
that he ſhould rule over them in the K:ng- 
dom of grace? This were: to violate the 
rights of. /his Crown, which you cannot 
think he will do, if you- do: but conſider 


two'Scriptures, one is, Lak. 19-27. T hoſe 


mine enemies that would not that 1 ſhould reign 
over them, bring hither, and ſlay them before 
me. The other is in. 2:Theſ. 1.7, 8, 9. The 
Lord Feſus ſhall be revealed from Heaven with 
his mighty Angels, in flaming fire, taking 
vengeance on themthat know not God, andthat 
obry not the Goſpel of aur Lord Teſus Chriſt ;, 
who ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruc- 
tion fromthe preſence of the Lord, and from 
the glory of his power. . And how: do you 
that ſlight Chriſt think to eſcape this ſen- 
tence? will not the judgment of the = 

ay 
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day of the Lord be very terrible to all that 
live and dye in their luſts ? can you bear 
it ? Can thy heart indure, or thy hand be made 


ſtrong inthe day that I ſhall deal with thee ? Ezck.22.14- 


If not, then wiſe, and flee from wrath 
tocome ; and there is but one way, and that 
is by cloſing with Jeſus Chriſt, and giving 
your ſelves up to an intire ſubjeCtion to his 
yoke. "There is no way to eſcape wrath, 
and ſecure eternal life but this. You read 


of a ſtrait gate, and a narrow way that leads Mat. 7. 14. 


zo'life.” The yoke of the ſpirit in conviti- 
on to converſion, that is the ſtrait gate ; 
and the yoke of Chriſt in holineſs and obe- 
dience, that is the narrow way, and there 
isno other : and as our Lord Chriſt fayes, 
few there be that find it. Is thereany ſinner 
here now that itands convinced of the ne- 
ceſlity of undertaking this duty, that you 
muſt take up Chriſts yoke, or you muſt pe- 
Tiſh in your ſins? Ihope you are, and there- 
fore I ſhall lay you down ſome direCtions to 
helpand guide you in this work, 


Take heed of miſtaking the yoke of Chriſt. Dired. 1. 


Some will tell you it lies in this way of 
worſhip, ſome in that, as Chriſt fayes, 


many will ſay, lo here is Chriſt, and lo their yy, 11. 24. 


1s Chriſt, believe them not. 

Some will perſwadeyou it lyes in cere- 
monious ſervices, and humane traditions, 
but this is the yoke of men, and not the 
yoke of Chriſt, and therefore take heed of 
it. If you would know which is the yoke 
of Chriſt, you muſt be guided by the word 
9) 
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of Chriſt, for nothing is duty but what 
the word commands; - '- 1 4s 

Some will tell you it lyes in Popery,, hut 
this is the-yoke of Antichriſt 3 And there- 
fore you thatare young ones take heed. of 
this yoke ; for it is none of Chriſts. It isa 
grievous yoke. N 

It biads you from the uſe of the $cri 
tures, which are able to make you wiſe 
to Salvation, It ties you up to worihip 
God in an unknowg 40ngue, 1n a language 
you:don*t underſtand. It ties you-to make 
uſe of many Mediators, whercas there. i 


1 Tim. 2. 5: but one Mediator between God and mans the 


man Chriſt Jeſus. It ties you to believe 
againſt your ſenſes. To believe that 2 
blind fottiſh Prieſt can with a few words 
convert a wafer into the very body and 
blood of Chriſt ;. and then you mult be- 
lieveit to be the very ſubſtance of Chrilt 
againſt Scripture ,. againſt Reaſon, and 
againlt Senſe. For though the Scripture 
calls it {till bread, and though you break 
bread, and ſee bread, and talt and cat 
bread, yet you muſt believe it not to be 
bread. It ties you to believe many abo- 
minable errors and falſe Doctrines ; as- 
that of merit by works, though Chrift 
ſayes, when we have done all, we muſt ſay 
we are unprofitable ſervants, Luk. 17. 10. 
And that of the infallivility of the Pope, 
and his Supremecy over all Churches and 


. Princes ; and that it he doth but excom- 


municate any Prince, and pronounce him 
a 
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2 Heretick, it is lawful to murder him. It 
is full of ſuch abominable Dofrines. Oh 
therefore never come under this yoke ; it 
is an idolatrous yoke, a cruel bloody yoke, 
a heavy intolerable yoke ; a yoke which 
neither we nor our fore-fathers were able 
to bear, therefore they wiſely caſt it off: 
and let us rather chooſe to dye then put 
it on again , for it is none of the Tokg of 
Chriſt. 

If you would reſolve to take up Chriſts 
yoke, then you muſt remove all hinderan- 
ces to this duty, whatever may be a ſtumb- 
ling block, or obſtru&t you in your at- 
tempt. I have named many in the for- 
mer part of this diſcourſe, let me name 6 
more now. 

1. Oneis, a thinking this yoke of Chriſt 
too ſtrict and burdenſome ; this hinders 
many. But never any that took it up found 
it ſo : and they that never tryed can't 
judge of it. This is a meer ſubtilty of 
Satan to miſ-repreſent the ways of Chrift, 
that we may periſh in our prejudices. He 
deters young ones with this conceit, that 
Chriſt is a hard Maſter, farewel all plea- 
ſure and comfort if once you take up this 
yoke, whereas the deſign of Chriſt is the 
pleaſure and comfort of the ſoul. His 
ways are ways of Pleaſantneſs, and all bts 
paths peace. Prov. 3. 17. Are not the fruits 
of the Spirit more ſweet and comfortable 
then the works of the Fleſh ? It is Satan 
that is the hard Maſter, that _—_ 
uch 
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Mar. 8. 34+ 
Luk. 16. 14- 
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ſuch unreaſonable things : and then after 
all inſtead of a reward of your ſervice, 
deprives you of your peace, your comfort, 
your innocence, the favour of God, the 
benefit of Chriſts blood, and the hope of 
Heaven. O did we but ſeriouſly believe a 
life to come, a glory to be revealed, we 
would think nothing much that might ren- 
der us capable of that bleſſedneG. What 
will not men do and ſuffer for a Crown, 
though but fading and tranſitory ? lr is 
ſtoryed of Alexander, that he provided 
a Crown, and promiſed it to him that 
ſhould at ſuch a Feaſt drink moſt; and four 
(the Story ſayes) drunk themſelves dead to 
get the Crown. Shall men hazard Soul 
and Body for a poor fading Crown, and 
ſhall we think any thing hard for a Crown 
that fades not ? They for a corruptible crown, 
we for an incorruptible. Don't think this 
yoke of Chriſt too ſtrift therefore. 

.2 Another hinderance is a worldly Spi- 
Tit.I tell you,of all perſons the covetous are 
hardly perſwaded to come to Chrilt. Ma- 
ny ſuch do love to take npa Profeſſion to 
cover and colour their ſin, but not to take 


up Chriits yoke, for then they mult lay aſide 


their fin. And if you look into Scripture 
you ſhall find that this one fin kept more 
from Chriſt then any other. What made 
the Gadarens weary of Chriſt among them, 
but the worldly intereſt ? What made the 
Phariſees deride him and his Do&rine , 
but: their covetouſneſs? And what made 
thoſe 
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thoſe gueſts that were bidden to the wed- Luk. 14. 17, 
ding feaſt, to make light of it, but the 28, 19, 20+ 


farm, and the Merchandiſe, and the new 
marryed wife ? And what made that hope- 
ful young man to forſake Chriſt, and part, 
after ſuch fair hopes given ? it was this 


one thing. One thing thou lackeſt, ſell that Mark 10.2t- 


thou haſt and give to the poor, and come and 11, 


follow me. O you that are young ; I pray 
think of this young man, and don't do as 
he did. 

£. The ſcandalous miſcarriages of profeſ- 
ſors, and their unſuitable walking ; this 
hinders many, and hardens them againſt 
the ways of Chriſt. But this is unreaſon- 
able to judge of the Laws of Chriſt by the 
lives of men. To condemn the rule be- 
cauſe ſome ſwerve from it 3 The queſtion 
is, doth the law of Chriſt countenance 
this? doth it give the leaſt indulgence to 


any one lin ? no, it is holy, juſt and good. ROM. 7. 12, 


The way of Chriſt is holy, thoughall that 
profeſs it are not ſo. Gold is excellent, 
though all is not Gold that gliſters. You 
will not refuſe to take Gold hecauſe it is 
ſometimes counterfeited. Becauſe ſome 
Profeſſors are proud and vain, others co- 
vetous and baſe, &c. therefore you will 
never £0 for Profeſſors. Becauſe you ob- 
ſerve one Church-Member drunk, another 
deceitfulin his dealing, &c. therefore you 
will never joyn to the Church. O take 
heed of this, for you are to look to the 
rule, and to walk by that, Gal. 6. 16. 

H h 4. Ano- 
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4- Another hinderance is a preſumpti- 
on of finding mercy at any time. Indeed 
this hath undone many. And therefore 
tet me tell you, mercy ts in bringing you 
under Chriſts yoke; it 1s'not to keep you 
from taking it up. If hope of mercy here- 
after make you negle&t the taking up 
Chriſts yoke for the preſent, you are un- 
done by the hope of mercy. 

5. Another hinderance is wicked com- 
panions. Oh how many have been undone 
by bad company ! many that have in youth 
had great convictions, made fair and hope- 
ful beginnings, uſed to pray in ſecref, and 
read the Scriptures, and make conſcience 
of the Lords day, by falling into wicked 
company have loſt all. Their convictions 
are ſtifled, duties laid aſide, God forgot. 
ten, his day profaned, and fo their hope- 
ful beginning like to come to a ſad end. 
Whoever got good by bad company ? Oh 
remember Peter, he would venture into 
the high Prieſts Hall, and company with 
them, and what came of it ? it ended in 
a denyal of Chriſt. Evil communication 
corrapts good manners. 1 Cor. 15+ 33. And 
yet many young, ones dare frolick it in all 
companies, drink, dance, revel, run to 
play houſes, and worſe houſes too, and yet 
dread no danger. 

O young ones ! of all things take heed 
of bad company. Never ſuch a generati- 
on of young ſinners as in this day ; that 
dare not only be drunk, and unclean, and 
ſwear ; 
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ſwear ; but dare ſcoff at Religion, make 
a mock at Godlineſs, laugh at Heaven and 
Hell, and in contempt of God dare him 
to damn them at every word. And dare 
you be founda companion to ſuch as theſe ? 
O let me fay to you as Moſes did concern- 
ing Corah, and his wicked compaiy, dep 
I pray you from the Tents of theſe wit. - 
men, and touch nothing of theirs, leſt ye be 
conſumed in their ſins. Numb. 16. 26. For 
Solomon ſayes, the companion of fools ſhall be 
deſtroyed. Prov. 13. 20. Let me tell you, 
[ never look to {ce you own Chriſt, nor the 
ways of Chriſt, till you reſolvedly ſhake 
off your wicked companions, and fay as 
David did, Pſal. 119. 115. Depart from 
me ye evil doers, for ] wil! keep the Commana- 
ments of my God, What layes Solomun to 
his ſon, Prov. 1. 10. My ſon, if (inners un- 
tice thee, conſent thou not. One will entice 
thee from a Sermon, to go to an Alchoule ; 
another to a Brothel houle ; &c. content 
not, touch no unclean thing, 2, Cor. 6. 17. 
a man that had a running iſſue under the 
Law was unclean, and he that touched him 
was unclean. Lev. 15. 7. Cana man touch 
pitch and not be deſiled ! wicked men are as 
infections as the plague ; and therefore 
ſhun them as you would do one that hath 
a running ſoar. Reſolve to forſake all 
that have forſaken God. Prov. 9. 6. For- 
ſake the fooliſh, and live. 
6. Another, hinderance, and the great- 
ſt>fall, is the yoke of ſinand luſt, While 
Hh2 you 
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your neck is under this yoke, you can ne- 
ver put on. Chriſts ; Chriſt and Luſt are 
two ſuch Maſters that no man can ever 
ſerve both. If any one ſin be indulged and 
ſpared, you can never be true to Chriſt. 
You muſt be divorced from all fin, or you 
cannot be Marryed to Chriſt, therefore 
remove all hinderances to the duty, 

Labour to be convinced of the abſolute 
neceſſity of converſion. A true ſight of 
the dreadful condition you are in by nature 
will diſcover this. And what 1s that ? 
you are by nature children of wrath, ug- 
der the curſe from the very womb; the 
guilt of all the ſins that ever you commit- 
ted lies upon you: you are the devils bond- 
ſlaves; dead in fin, under the power of 
luſt, alienated from the life of God. Haſt- 
ing to deſtruttion, there is but one ſtep 
between you and Hell; you ſtand upon the 
brink of the bottomleſs pit : for whoever 
dies in an unconverted ſtate ſhall. aſſuredly 
periſh : the holy God hath faid it, and will 
make it good. And is this a ſtate to be 
reſted in ? where is the ſinner that dares 
dye, and appear before the Righteous God 
in this condition ? therefore let this ſhew 
you the neceſſity of converſion. 

Heartily accept of Jeſns Chriſt as the 
Goſpel tenders him. - Here is the turning 
point of thy Salvation. Chriſt in bowels 
of pityto thy undone caſe tenders himſelf, 
to thee as a univerſal remedy, to pardon, 
to purge, to renew, to ſanCtrfic, to fave 
: Young 
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Young ones ! have any of you a heart thus 
toaccept of Chriſt ? if ©, youare happy 
for ever; and all your ſins and luſts, nay 
all the devils in hell can't hinder it. 
Let an intire reſignation follow this ac- 
ceptation. Having thus received Chriſt, 
ive thy ſelf wholly up to Chriſt, reſoly- 
ing that Body, Souland Spirit ſhall be the 
Lords, ſoit 1s faid of them, 2 Cor. 8. 5. 
They gave themſelves up to the Lord. 


A hearty ſubjeftion muſt follow this re- 2/4. 6. 


ſignation. No man can be fully reſigned 
that is not intirely ſubje&t. Be lure there- 
fore let Chriſt bear rule ; let the govern- 
ment be upon his ſhoulders ; let him give 
law to thy heart and life ; thy affe&tions 
and aCtions: do not part with ſome fins,and 
retain others ; this 1s to hold faſt deceit, and 
to refuſe to return. Do not obey Chriſt in 
this or that command, but in all; you 
mult take all or none. An #mperfett obe- 
dience may be right and ſincere, but a par- 
tial obedience cannot. I pray remember 
this, the yoke of Chriſt is made up of eve- 
ry Commandment ; not fhis or that, but 
every Commandment goes to the making 
up his yoke ; and when you became willing- 
ly ſubject to all the commands of Chrilt, 
then have you taken up the yoke of Chriſt. 


Laſtly, this muſt be done without delay. 2%: 7- 


The Text prompts to this. /r & good for 
a man to bear the yoke in hs youth, What 
ſfayes David? T made haft, and delay'd not 
to keep thy Commandments. Pal. 119. 60. As 

-Hhg Chriſt 
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Chriſt ſaid to Zudas in another caſe. What 
thou doeft do quickly. 
Conſider 

I. It isa buſineſs of life and death ; and 
what a fooliſh thing it is for a man to deli- 
berate whether he ſhall be ſaved or damn- 
ed, go to Heaven or Hell. 

2: By continuance in the ways of diſ- 
obedience the heart is made more obſtinate, 
as a path becomes the harder by frequent 
treading.Sin is of a hardening nature,Heb. 
3. 13. So that if converſion to Chriſt be 
hard today, it will be harder to morrow, 
and ſoevery day adds to its difficulty, be- 
cauſe the heart grows harder and harder. 

3. You ſuffer great loſs by delays. What 
grace might you have gotten e're this had 
you begun betimes ! what victories over 
ſin, what experiences, what communion 
with God, what evidences for heaven. - 

4: There are ſpecial ſeaſons of grace 


**which are but for a limited time, and in 


complying with, or lighting theſe, the 
happineſs or miſery of man is fixed. Be- 
cauſe to every purpoſe there 1s time and judg- 
ment, therefore the miſery of man u great up- 
on him. 1t your ſeaſons of grace are loſt, 
they are never to be redeem'd. Now I 
pray conlider,- in what part of life is it 
moſt probable that (in the wiſdom of God) 
theſe are placed? in youth, or in old age ? 
Can you think that God would choſe the 
infirmities and dotages of life for his ſer- 
vice, rather then the ſtrength and vigour 


of your days and affe ions. 5- The 
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5. The lighting of your ſpecial ſeaſons 
is the way to loſe them. Luk. 19. 42. Gen. 
6. 3. Theſe three years I come looking for fruit 
and find none. And what follows ? cat it 
down, why cumbers it the ground. Luk. 13.7. 
Three years they had injoy'd Chriſts mi- 
niſtry, and yet brought forth no fruit, and 
therefore Chriſt caſts them off. O firs ! 
how many years hath Chriſt been calling 
of you, and waiting for fruit, why ſtand 
ye allthe day idle ? Remember the fooliſh 
Virgins, and tremble, and get Oyl while 
the Market is open- 

6. Thoudoſt not know how near thy 
day of account may be. It is many times 
neareſt, when we think it is fartheſt off. 
We are many times moſt ſecure, when we 
are leaſt ſafe. When they (ball ſay peace and 
ſafety, then ſudden deſtruttion, &c. My Lord 
delays his coming, ſaid the wicked ſervant, 
Mat. 2.4. 48. And what follows? The Lord 
of that ſervant ſhall come in a day that he looks 
not for him, and in an hoxr that he is not aware 
of. Little did the old world think of a 
flood ſo nigh when they gave themſelves to 
ſenſuality. Or Sodom of fire from Heaven 
when they burn'd in their luſts. So ſhall it 
be whenthe ſon of man comes. Luk. 17. 30. 

Laſtly, Conſider this ; If any of you that 
have heard theſe Sermons of taking up 
Chriſts yoke betimes, ſhall dare yet to live 
in the neglect of this duty ; This word 
that I have ſpoken to you in the name of 
the Lord, and this call that God _ 
m 
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made to you by me, will bea dreadful wit- 
nels againſt fuch refuſers1n the laſt day, 
and that which I have intended for your 
converſion will turn to your deſtruftion 
and damnation. 
- * But God forbid : what ſhall I run in 
vain, and labour in vain ? nay ſhall the 
Lord Chriſt call in vain, and his Bleffed 
Spirit ſtrive with youin vain. Therefore 
1 beſeech you lay things to heart, and let 
me know what yon intend 3 Wall you at 
laſt be prevail'd with to ſubmit to Chriſt, 
and take up his yoke forthwith, without 
any more delay ? if not, let me tell you 
God will look upor. you from this day as 
wilful refuſers of his grace and love; and 
It ſhall be more tolerable for Sodom and Go- 
morrah, then for you. But if you have a 
heart now to accept of Chriſt, to be re- 
ligned to him, and to take up his yoke with- 
out any more delay, you have done your 
- work, you have ſaved your fouls. Now 
God is yours, Chriſt is yours, Pcace, Life, 
Salvation, all the good of the Covenant, 
all the glory of Heaven is yours, and there- 
fore you are bleſſed and happy for ever. 
For as your preſent choice 1s, ſuch ſhall 
your Eternal Condition be. The Lord 
perſwade linners to know the things of 
their peace, before they are hid from their 
eyes. 


FINTS, 


